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Redskins General Manager History: A Journey Through Leadership and Legacy

redskins general manager history offers a fascinating glimpse into how the Washington
Redskins, now known as the Washington Commanders, have evolved through the decades.
The role of a general manager (GM) in any NFL franchise is crucial; they shape the team's
roster, draft strategy, and overall football philosophy. Understanding the Redskins' GM
history not only sheds light on the franchise’s successes and struggles but also highlights
the impact of leadership on team identity and performance.

The Early Days: Setting the Foundation

The Washington Redskins were founded in 1932 as the Boston Braves before moving to
Washington, D.C. in 1937. During the franchise’s early years, the role of a general
manager was not as clearly defined as it is today. Much of the personnel decisions were
influenced heavily by the team owners or head coaches themselves.

One of the first influential figures responsible for shaping the Redskins roster was George
Preston Marshall, the team’s founder and owner. Marshall was deeply involved in all
aspects of the franchise, including player acquisitions and coaching hires, which
effectively made him the team’s de facto general manager during those formative years.
His hands-on approach laid the groundwork, but the formal GM position as recognized in
today's NFL was still developing.

Key Early Leadership Figures

- **Tack Espey (1937-1942):** Often credited with helping transition the team during its
move to D.C., Espey worked closely with Marshall to develop scouting and player
evaluation processes.

- **Dick McCann (1945-1950):** McCann took on many responsibilities related to player
personnel and later became the first director of the Pro Football Hall of Fame.

This period was marked by a less structured approach to team building, which would
change dramatically in the post-war era.

The Modern Era Begins: Establishing the GM
Role

By the 1970s and 1980s, the NFL had transformed into a more business-savvy and
competitive league, necessitating a clearer division of duties within franchises. The
Redskins embraced this change by appointing dedicated general managers who could



focus on crafting a competitive roster and working alongside coaching staff.

Notable General Managers in Redskins History

- **Tack Kent Cooke (Owner/Influencer, 1961-1974):** While not a GM himself, Cooke’s
ownership saw significant organizational changes, including the hiring of strong football
executives.

- **Charley Casserly (1989-1999):** Often considered one of the most impactful general
managers in Redskins history, Casserly’s tenure was marked by shrewd draft picks and
savvy trades that helped the team reach multiple playoff appearances and an NFC
Championship game in 1991.

Casserly was particularly adept at scouting talent and building a roster that
complemented head coach Joe Gibbs’ style. His ability to find hidden gems in the draft,
such as linebacker LaVar Arrington and cornerback Champ Bailey, cemented his legacy as
a GM who could balance immediate needs with long-term planning.

Challenges and Changes

The Redskins’ general manager history also reflects periods of instability and
underperformance. After Casserly’s departure, the team faced several years of fluctuating
leadership.

- **Vinny Cerrato (2001-2009):** Cerrato’s tenure saw mixed results, with some
questionable draft choices and personnel decisions that frustrated fans and analysts alike.
However, he was also responsible for drafting players like Sean Taylor, who became a
beloved figure.

- **Bruce Allen (2010-2018):** Serving as president and general manager, Allen’s time was
marked by efforts to rebuild the franchise, but the team struggled with consistency,
coaching changes, and off-field distractions.

These periods highlight how critical the GM role is to maintaining a cohesive vision for the
team, especially in a league as competitive as the NFL.

Impact of General Managers on Team Culture and
Success

The Redskins’ general manager history illustrates that beyond just player transactions,
GMs influence the broader culture of the franchise. The right leadership can establish
stability, attract talented coaches, and create a winning mindset.



Draft Strategy and Talent Development

One of the most significant responsibilities for any GM is the NFL Draft. The Redskins
have experienced both highs and lows in this arena.

- ¥*Success Stories:** Players like Art Monk, Darrell Green, and John Riggins, drafted or
acquired under earlier management, became franchise icons and Hall of Famers.

- **Draft Missteps:** Certain drafts under later GMs resulted in missed opportunities and
setbacks, demonstrating how critical scouting and evaluation are.

A GM'’s ability to project player development and fit within the team’s system can be the
difference between a playoff contender and a rebuilding project.

Balancing Short-Term Wins and Long-Term Growth

Another challenge for Redskins general managers has been balancing the pressure for
immediate success with the necessity of building sustainable rosters. For example, some
GMs opted for veteran free agents seeking quick fixes, while others focused on building
through the draft and developing younger talent.

This balancing act affects team chemistry, salary cap management, and fan
satisfaction—key factors that define a franchise’s stability.

The Washington Commanders Era: New Identity,
New Management

In recent years, the franchise underwent a significant transformation, including the
rebranding from Redskins to the Washington Commanders. This change also brought
shifts in front-office leadership.

- **Martin Mayhew (General Manager, 2021-Present):** Mayhew’s tenure represents a
new chapter, focusing on culture change, player development, and modern NFL
strategies. With a background in scouting and executive roles across the league, he is
working to solidify the Commanders as a competitive force.

The evolution of the team’s general manager role continues to mirror the broader trends

in the NFL, emphasizing data-driven decision-making, comprehensive scouting, and
collaboration with coaching staffs.

What Fans Can Learn From the Redskins GM History

Understanding the Redskins general manager history offers fans valuable insights into
how leadership decisions impact team fortunes. It’s a reminder that behind every trade,



draft pick, and signing is a complex process influenced by vision, negotiation, and
sometimes, sheer luck.

For aspiring sports executives or fans interested in the inner workings of NFL franchises,
the Redskins’ journey shows:

- The importance of stability and clear leadership structures.
- How adapting to league-wide changes, like salary cap rules and analytics, is vital.
- The impact of a GM’s personal philosophy on building a team identity.

This history also underscores that success in the NFL is rarely instantaneous; it requires
patience, strategic planning, and a bit of fortune.

The story of the Redskins general managers is ongoing, reflecting a franchise that has
weathered many changes but continues striving for excellence. As the Commanders move
forward, their front office leadership remains a key factor in shaping the team’s future on
and off the field.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first general manager of the Washington
Redskins?

The first general manager of the Washington Redskins was Jack Espey, who served in the
1930s when the team was originally founded as the Boston Braves before becoming the
Redskins.

Which general manager had the longest tenure with the
Washington Redskins?

Charley Casserly had one of the longest tenures as the Washington Redskins' general
manager, serving from 1989 to 1999.

Who was the Washington Redskins general manager
during their Super Bowl wins?

During the Washington Redskins' Super Bowl victories in the 1980s, Bobby Beathard was
the general manager, instrumental in building those championship teams.

When was Bruce Allen the general manager of the
Redskins, and what was notable about his tenure?

Bruce Allen was the general manager of the Washington Redskins from 2014 to 2019. His
tenure was notable for significant roster changes and controversy over team performance.



Who replaced Bruce Allen as the Washington Redskins
general manager?

After Bruce Allen was relieved of his duties in 2019, the Washington Redskins opted not to
immediately hire a new general manager and instead had team president and head coach
take on some responsibilities.

How has the role of the Washington Redskins general
manager evolved over time?

The role of the Washington Redskins general manager has evolved from focusing mainly
on player transactions to encompassing broader responsibilities such as salary cap
management, scouting, and overall team strategy in the NFL's modern era.

Additional Resources
Redskins General Manager History: A Detailed Exploration of Leadership and Legacy

redskins general manager history offers a fascinating glimpse into the evolution of one
of the NFL’s most storied franchises. The Washington Redskins, now known as the
Washington Commanders, have seen a diverse array of general managers whose
decisions, strategies, and leadership styles have significantly shaped the trajectory of the
team. Examining the Redskins’ front office leadership reveals the intricate balance
between talent acquisition, organizational culture, and competitive success in the National
Football League.

The Role of the General Manager in the Redskins
Organization

The general manager (GM) is pivotal in orchestrating a team’s long-term success,
overseeing player transactions, draft strategies, coaching hires, and salary cap
management. In the context of the Redskins, the general manager’s influence is
particularly pronounced given the franchise’s high-profile status and passionate fan base.
Throughout the decades, the Redskins’ general managers have had varying degrees of
autonomy and responsibility, reflecting broader shifts in NFL management practices.

Early Years and Foundational Leadership

In the formative years of the Redskins franchise, the general manager role was often
intertwined with the head coach or other executive positions. This dual role sometimes
blurred the lines of authority but allowed for cohesive decision-making. Early leaders
focused heavily on building a competitive roster, leveraging veteran talent, and setting the
groundwork for future success.



One notable early figure was Jack Espey, who, in the mid-20th century, helped lay the
foundation for the team’s operational structure. While not always titled explicitly as
“general manager,” these early executives performed many of the core functions
associated with the role today.

Joe Gibbs Era: Influence Beyond Coaching

Although Joe Gibbs is primarily celebrated as the Redskins’ legendary head coach, his
impact on personnel decisions cannot be understated. During his tenure, the general
manager’s role often complemented his vision, working to secure players that fit Gibbs’
offensive and defensive schemes. This partnership exemplified how collaboration between
a GM and head coach can drive sustained success — the Redskins captured three Super
Bowl titles during this period.

Modern General Managers: Strategies and
Challenges

As the NFL evolved into a complex, analytics-driven league, the Redskins’ general
managers faced new challenges. From salary cap management to scouting innovations,
the role demanded a sophisticated blend of skills and foresight.

Vinny Cerrato: Ambition and Controversy

Vinny Cerrato, serving as the Redskins’ executive VP of football operations and de facto
general manager from the late 1990s through the early 2000s, is a controversial figure in
the franchise’s history. Cerrato’s tenure is marked by aggressive free-agent signings and
draft choices that yielded mixed results. While he attempted to build a competitive roster,
some of his decisions—particularly costly contracts for veteran players—have been
critiqued for hampering the team’s cap flexibility.

Despite these criticisms, Cerrato’s ambition to revitalize the Redskins in a highly
competitive NFC East environment underscored the complex trade-offs general managers
frequently confront: balancing immediate success with long-term sustainability.

Bruce Allen: Family Legacy and Organizational Stability

Bruce Allen, who served as the Redskins’ general manager from 2013 to 2019, brought a
pedigree rooted in NFL executive experience, being the son of former NFL executive and
coach Marty Schottenheimer. Allen’s tenure coincided with the ownership transition to
Daniel Snyder, a period fraught with heightened scrutiny.

Allen’s approach emphasized building through the draft, with notable selections such as



quarterback Robert Griffin III, who generated initial excitement but ultimately faced
challenges due to injuries and performance inconsistency. Under Allen’s management, the
Redskins struggled to find consistent playoff success, reflecting the difficulties in
translating draft potential into sustained team performance.

His tenure also highlighted the increasing role of analytics and scouting departments in
shaping draft strategy, a shift that reflects broader league trends.

Comparative Overview of Redskins General
Managers

Analyzing the Redskins general manager history through a comparative lens reveals
common themes and divergent approaches:

¢ Decision-Making Styles: Some GMs, like Vinny Cerrato, favored aggressive free
agency moves, while others, such as Bruce Allen, leaned more on the draft and
player development.

e Organizational Influence: The degree of independence varied, with certain general
managers working closely alongside head coaches or ownership, affecting the
coherence of team-building strategies.

e Impact on Team Success: Periods of stability and championship contention often

aligned with strong, clear leadership from the front office, whereas times marked by
frequent managerial changes correlated with inconsistent performance.

Challenges Unique to the Redskins’ Front Office

The Redskins’ general managers have navigated several unique challenges:

1. Market and Media Pressure: Operating in the nation’s capital subjects the
franchise to intense media scrutiny, influencing front office decisions.

2. Ownership Dynamics: Daniel Snyder’s ownership style has been described as
hands-on, sometimes complicating the autonomy of general managers.

3. Brand and Identity Issues: The franchise’s name controversy and rebranding
efforts added layers of complexity to the organizational environment during recent
years.



Legacy and Lessons from Redskins General
Manager History

The Redskins general manager history is a study in the evolving demands of NFL
leadership. From foundational figures who shaped early organizational structures to
contemporary executives grappling with analytics and cap constraints, the franchise’s
front office saga provides insight into the multifaceted nature of building a successful
football team.

Leadership continuity, strategic vision, and adaptability emerge as critical factors
influencing outcomes. The Redskins’ experience underscores how a general manager’s
ability to harmonize scouting, coaching, and ownership interests can either propel a
franchise to glory or mire it in mediocrity.

As the organization moves forward under new branding and leadership, reflecting on past

general managers’ successes and pitfalls offers valuable lessons for sustainable team
building in a highly competitive league landscape.

Redskins General Manager History

redskins general manager history: 50 Greatest Players in Cleveland Browns History Robert
W. Cohen, 2022-11-01 The 50 Greatest Players in Cleveland Browns History examines the careers of
the 50 men who made the greatest impact on one of the National Football League’s oldest and most
iconic and franchises. Using as measuring sticks the degree to which they impacted the fortunes of
the team, the extent to which they added to the Browns legacy, and the levels of statistical
compilation and overall dominance they attained while wearing a Browns uniform, The 50 Greatest
Players in Cleveland Browns History ranks, from 1 to 50, the top 50 players in team history. Quotes
from opposing players and former teammates are provided along the way, as are summaries of each
player’s greatest season, most memorable performances, and most notable achievements.

redskins general manager history: The History of the Houston Texans John Nichols,
2004-08-01 Traces the history of the team from its beginnings through 2003.

redskins general manager history: Fundamentals of Sport Management Robert E. Baker,
Craig Esherick, 2013 Engaging and reader friendly, Fundamentals of Sport Management addresses
the foundations of the field for students and professionals. It provides real-world examples and
career opportunities in the exciting world of sport management.

redskins general manager history: The NFL's Official Encyclopedic History of Professional
Football National Football League Properties, inc. Creative Services Division, 1977

redskins general manager history: The Great Book of Washington DC Sports Lists Len
Shapiro, Andy Pollin, 2008-12-16 Sports talk in America has evolved from small-time barroom banter
into a major media smorgasbord that runs 24/7 on TV and radio. With hundreds of billions of dollars
generated annually by pro and college teams in major markets nationwide, sports fans across the
country are more dedicated than ever to their teams. And when it comes to sports talk -- especially
all-sports radio -- it's all about entertainment, information, prognostication, analysis, rankings, and
endless discussion. Prominent sports-media figures in each of the three target cities -- Cleveland,
Detroit, and Washington, D.C. -- engage in this phenomenon with a compilation of sports lists sure to
delight as well as stir up debate within these already-buzzing sports communities. List topics
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include: What were the most lopsided trades in local sports history? Who were the most overrated
athletes to play in our town? What local athlete had the best appearance in TV or film? What was the
most heartbreaking loss in local sports history? What was the greatest single play in local sports
history? Who are our team's most hated rivals? Plus dozens of guest lists contributed by famous local
sports and entertainment celebrities. Following each of the four major pro sports teams -- the
Redskins (NFL), the Capitals (NHL), the Nationals (MLB), and the Wizards (NBA) -- plus prominent
college sports programs such as Georgetown and Maryland, D.C.'s fans have a vast array of choices,
and Andy Pollin and Leonard Shapiro are the guys who help sort them out.

redskins general manager history: 100 Things Commanders Fans Should Know & Do
Before They Die Rick Snider, 2022-09-13 As the Washington Commanders step into a new era,
celebrate the franchise's full NFL history with this revised and updated guide! Most Commanders
fans have taken a trip or two to FedEx Field, have seen highlights of a young Art Monk, and know
the story of Super Bowl XXVI. But only real fans know their way around the team's training camp
facilities or in which famous baseball stadium the Redskins played in the team's early years.100
Things Commanders Fans Should Know & Do Before They Die is the fully up-to-date resource guide
for true DC sports fans. Whether you attended games at RFK Stadium or are a new supporter of the
team under head coach Ron Rivera, these are the 100 things all fans needs to know and do in their
lifetime.Author Rick Snider has collected every essential piece of knowledge and trivia, as well as
must-do activities, and ranks them all, providing an entertaining and easy-to-follow checklist as you
progress on your way to fan superstardom.

redskins general manager history: Game On David Bockino, 2024-04 Game On tells the story
of how and why the sports media industry grew to become one of the most important and profitable
components of the global entertainment landscape.

redskins general manager history: Martyball Marty Schottenheimer, Jeffrey Flanagan,
2012-09-01 No coach in National Football League history endured more playoff heartache than
Marty Schottenheimer. Despite racking up two hundred regular-season victories (only five coaches
in the entire ninety-year history of the NFL ever won more games), Marty never reached the Super
Bowl during his coaching career. Martyball tells the story of a man who persevered through an
avalanche of misfortune and playoff agony that would have brought most men to their knees. But
Marty never lost sight of why he fell in love with coaching in the first place: he wanted to teach and
mold men through the game of football. Based on more than one hundred hours of interviews with
Marty, his players, assistants, family, and friends, this book will give readers a look into the mind of
an exceptional coach, and explain why he never gave up or succumbed to self-pity despite a long
streak of bad luck. Get the background on Schottenheimer’s life, from his childhood in rural
Pennsylvania to his playing and coaching careers in pro football, and learn why he kept believing in
the game he loved—and how he found valuable lessons about life and football beyond each and every
loss.

redskins general manager history: The New Biographical History of Baseball Donald
Dewey, Nicholas Acocella, Jerome Holtzman, 2013-10-01 In a special collector's edition format, this
revised edition of The New Biographical History of Baseball presents updated statistical research to
create the most accurate picture possible of the on-field accomplishments of players from earlier
eras. It offers original summaries of the personalities and contributions of over 1,500 players,
managers, owners, front office executives, journalists, and ordinary fans who developed the great
American game into a national pastime. Each individual included has had an impact on the sport as
mass entertainment or as a cultural phenomenon, and as an athletic art or a business enterprise.
Also included are first-time entries on players like Sammy Sosa and Albert Belle, and expanded
entries for such players as Mark McGwire and Barry Bonds. This special resource for fans of
baseball reflects the breakout talent and enduring fan favorites from all eras of the historic game.

redskins general manager history: History of Nicollet and LeSueur Counties, Minnesota
William G. Gresham, 1916

redskins general manager history: Tough Stuff Sam Huff, 1989-08 Here is the real story of



football's glory days, filled with down-and-dirty anecdotes by a man who tells it tough, straight, and
true. Vintage gridiron bio: hard, colorful, and driving.--Kirkus Reviews. Martin's.

redskins general manager history: Fifth Quarter Jennifer Allen, 2001-01-16 George Allen was
a top-ranked NFL coach throughout the sixties and seventies, coaching in turn the Chicago Bears,
the Los Angeles Rams, and the Washington Redskins. Raised in a home dominated by her three
football-obsessed older brothers and her father's relentless schedule, Jennifer Allen came of age in a
cauldron of testosterone and win-at-all-costs mentality. Buffeted by the coach's tumultuous firings
and hirings, the Allen family was periodically propelled to new teams in new cities. And while her
French-Tunisian mother attempted to teach Jennifer proper feminine etiquette, the author dreamed
of being the first female quarterback in the NFL. But as she grew up, she yearned mostly to be
someone her father would notice. In a macho world where only foot-ball mattered, what could she
strive for? Who could she become? Allen has written a poignant memoir of the father she tried so
hard to know, about a family life that was willfully sacrificed to his endless fanatical pursuit of the
Super Bowl. What emerges is a fascinating and singular behind-the-scenes look at professional
football, and a memorable, bittersweet portrait of a father and his daughter, written in a fresh and
perceptive voice.

redskins general manager history: History of the NFL First 100 Year's You Sure Started
Somethin' R.D. Griffith, 2021-12-16 Are you searching for a book about American Football that has
it all? R. D. Griffith will take you on a comprehensive drive through the history and highlights of
American Football, its salient details, from its inception at the turn of the century to its centralized
embodiment now in the modern era, the NFL. He will share with you the challenges the game faced
through the Great Depression and two World Wars, including the spicy anecdotes of the people
comprising the great game of American Football throughout the years.

redskins general manager history: Catching Excellence Chuck Carlson, 2022-10-15
Perfection is not attainable. But if we chase perfection we can catch excellence. --Vince Lombardi
Since their founding in 1921, the Green Bay Packers have played countless games that have thrilled
pro football fans across the country. In this book, a veteran sportswriter examines eleven contests
that have defined the team over different eras in its 101-year history. From the season-ending win in
1929 that delivered the Packers’ first NFL championship, to Vince Lombardi’s first victory as
Packers coach in 1959, winning both the “Ice Bowl” and first Super Bowl in 1967, and on through
the Favre and Rodgers eras in a new century, Chuck Carlson goes beyond events on the field to
trace the significance of each of these signature games in the arc of Packers history.

redskins general manager history: The 50 Greatest Players in Green Bay Packers History
Robert W. Cohen, 2018-09-01 The 50 Greatest Players in Green Bay Packers History examines the
careers of the 50 men who made the greatest impact on one of the National Football League’s most
iconic and successful franchises. Using as measuring sticks the degree to which they impacted the
fortunes of the team, the extent to which they added to the Packers legacy of excellence, and the
levels of statistical compilation and overall dominance they attained while wearing a Packers
uniform, The 50 Greatest Players in Green Bay Packers History ranks, from 1 to 50, the top 50
players in team history. Quotes from opposing players and former teammates are provided along the
way, as are summaries of each player’s greatest season, most memorable performances, and most
notable achievements

redskins general manager history: Green Bay Packers William Povletich, 2012-08-22 On the
field, legends like Don Hutson, Ray Nitschke, and Brett Favre made the Green Bay Packers into a
professional football powerhouse. But the history of the NFL’s only small-town franchise is as much
a story of business creativity as gridiron supremacy. Behind every Packer who became a legend on
the field, there was an Andrew Turnbull, Dominic Olejniczak, or Bob Harlan, leaders whose
dedication and creativity in preserving the franchise were unwavering. Green Bay Packers: Trials,
Triumphs, and Traditions tells the improbable story of professional football’s most iconic team, and
along the way gives a unique window into the rise of modern professional sports. As the NFL has
evolved into a financial juggernaut, the Green Bay Packers, with more than 112,158 stockholders,




stand alone as the only professional sports franchise owned by fans, thus providing the only public
record of how a sports team is run. Featuring more than 300 photographs, some never before seen,
Green Bay Packers illustrates how the most creative team in sports is also one of the most
successful, with names like Lambeau, Canadeo, Lombardi, Hornung, Holmgren, and White leading
the way to a league-best thirteen NFL titles and twenty-one Hall of Fame inductees. This
comprehensive, up-to-date history of the Packers includes the 2011 season.

redskins general manager history: Ebony , 1992-08 EBONY is the flagship magazine of
Johnson Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains the highest global
circulation of any African American-focused magazine.

redskins general manager history: A Short History of Wisconsin Erika Janik, 2011-02-02
Rediscover Wisconsin history from the very beginning. A Short History of Wisconsin recounts the
landscapes, people, and traditions that have made the state the multifaceted place it is today. With
an approach both comprehensive and accessible, historian Erika Janik covers several centuries of
Wisconsin's remarkable past, showing how the state was shaped by the same world wars, waves of
new inhabitants, and upheavals in society and politics that shaped the nation. Swift, authoritative,
and compulsively readable, A Short History of Wisconsin commences with the glaciers that hewed
the region's breathtaking terrain, the Native American cultures who first called it home, and French
explorers and traders who mapped what was once called Mescousing. Janik moves through the Civil
War and two world wars, covers advances in the rights of women, workers, African Americans, and
Indians, and recent shifts involving the environmental movement and the conservative revolution of
the late 20th century. Wisconsin has hosted industries from fur-trapping to mining to dairying, and
its political landscape sprouted figures both renowned and reviled, from Fighting Bob La Follette to
Joseph McCarthy. Janik finds the story of a state not only in the broad strokes of immigration and
politics, but also in the daily lives shaped by work, leisure, sports, and culture. A Short History of
Wisconsin offers a fresh understanding of how Wisconsin came into being and how Wisconsinites
past and present share a deep connection to the land itself.

redskins general manager history: The Ultimate Super Bowl Book Bob McGinn, 2012-09-15 A
thorough history and reference book on the National Football League's annual Super Bowl--Provided
by publisher.

redskins general manager history: The Bus Jerome Bettis, Gene Wojciechowski, 2008-09-09
He was one of pro football’s most beloved and respected stars, admired not only by NFL fans and his
own teammates, but by his opponents as well. Super Bowl champion; six time Pro Bowler; NFL
Comeback Player of the Year; NFL Man of the Year; fifth all-time leading rusher in the NFL; future
Hall of Famer; now NBC Sports commentator. You may think you know Jerome Bettis, but you don't.
In The Bus, Jerome Bettis tells his full, unvarnished story for the first time--from his sometimes
troubled childhood in inner-city Detroit to his difficult transition at Notre Dame, to a pro coach who
almost caused him to quit the game, to a trade for the ages that resulted in ten glorious seasons with
the Pittsburgh Steelers. As a chunky child wearing glasses, Jerome’s only sports-related aspiration
was to become a professional bowler. But growing up in one of the roughest neighborhoods in
Detroit, he eventually found his escape on the high school football field, thanks to the devotion of
hard-working parents, a concerned coach, and his prodigious talent. He arrived at Notre Dame as
one of the nation’s best prep players, but despite his incredible performances, he never stopped
worrying that he would somehow blow his chance to make good. Drafted and later discarded by the
Los Angeles Rams, it was in the football-obsessed city of Pittsburgh that Jerome found his home and
became a legend. The Bus captures the sweetness and honesty of Bettis, but also details the
jaw-dropping, violent nature of the game he loved, the mind-boggling injuries he endured, and the
cut-throat NFL business tactics he overcame and later mastered. Through it all, Jerome was also a
loving son, an adoring father, and the ultimate teammate and mentor. The Bus not only takes you
under the helmet, but inside the huddle, the locker room, the practice field, the negotiating table,
the owner’s office, and the Super Bowl sideline. You'll learn how Bettis became The Bus, how he
helped engineer the greatest trade in Steelers history, how he almost cost Pittsburgh a conference



championship, and how sweet it was to win—finally—one for the thumb.
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