
owned by the mob boss
**Owned by the Mob Boss: Exploring the Shadowy World of Organized Crime Control**

Owned by the mob boss—these three words evoke images of clandestine power,
secretive dealings, and an empire built on intimidation and influence. The phrase conjures a
landscape where loyalty is currency, and every asset, business, or individual under the
boss’s control is a piece of a sprawling puzzle designed to maintain dominance. But what
does it really mean to be “owned by the mob boss,” and how does this dynamic shape the
underbelly of organized crime? Let’s dive deep into this intriguing world, examining the
mechanisms of control, cultural impact, and the lasting footprint these crime syndicates
leave behind.

The Meaning Behind “Owned by the Mob Boss”

When someone or something is described as “owned by the mob boss,” it generally
signifies control or influence exerted by a powerful figure in organized crime. This
ownership isn’t just about legal possession—it’s about domination through fear, loyalty, and
sometimes economic necessity. Mob bosses often claim ownership over businesses,
neighborhoods, and even people, weaving a web of power that extends beyond mere
property.

The Reach of Mob Ownership

Mob bosses historically have controlled a variety of enterprises, both illegal and legal, to
maintain their grip on power. These can include:

- Gambling dens and casinos
- Nightclubs and bars
- Construction companies
- Waste management businesses
- Restaurants and bars
- Loan sharking operations

Each of these businesses can serve as money laundering fronts or provide steady revenue
streams. When a business is “owned by the mob boss,” it usually means the establishment
pays protection money or is directly managed by the crime syndicate.

People as Assets

In some cases, being “owned by the mob boss” extends to individuals—either figuratively
or literally. This can involve people working under coercion, debt bondage, or simply due to
the lack of alternatives. Employees, local officials, and even entire communities might find
themselves under the influence of a mob boss without any legal claim being made, yet the



control is palpable.

How Mob Bosses Establish and Maintain
Ownership

The process of becoming “owned by the mob boss” is often gradual and strategic. It
involves a combination of intimidation, economic pressure, and social manipulation.

Using Fear and Intimidation

Mob bosses are notorious for

Frequently Asked Questions

What does it mean to be 'owned by the mob boss'?
'Owned by the mob boss' typically refers to someone who is under the control or influence
of a mafia leader, often implying loyalty, indebtedness, or coercion.

How does the mob boss maintain control over those
'owned' by them?
Mob bosses maintain control through intimidation, threats, financial dependence, loyalty
bonds, and sometimes by offering protection or lucrative opportunities.

Are individuals 'owned by the mob boss' always
criminals?
Not necessarily; while many are involved in criminal activities, some people might be
coerced or manipulated into compliance without active participation in crimes.

Can someone escape being 'owned by the mob boss'?
Escaping such control is difficult and dangerous due to the mob's power and reach, but
some have managed to leave through witness protection programs or by cooperating with
law enforcement.

What are common signs that someone is 'owned by the
mob boss'?
Signs include sudden wealth, secretive behavior, unexplained absences, reluctance to
discuss certain topics, and associations with known mob members.



How is the concept of being 'owned by the mob boss'
portrayed in movies and TV shows?
It is often dramatized as a mix of fear, loyalty, and power dynamics, showing characters
trapped in dangerous alliances with the mafia leader.

What legal consequences can arise from being 'owned
by the mob boss'?
Individuals may face charges such as racketeering, conspiracy, or aiding and abetting
crimes, and law enforcement may use their testimony to prosecute higher-ups.

Is 'owned by the mob boss' a real legal term?
No, it is a colloquial phrase used to describe control or influence, not a formal legal term.

How do mob bosses use financial control to 'own'
someone?
They may provide loans, pay for expenses, or offer lucrative jobs that create dependency,
making it difficult for the individual to break free.

Additional Resources
Owned by the Mob Boss: Unveiling the Intricacies of Organized Crime Ownership

owned by the mob boss is a phrase that conjures images of shadowy power, clandestine
dealings, and the intricate web of influence wielded by organized crime figures. The
concept of businesses, properties, or enterprises being controlled or "owned by the mob
boss" is not merely fodder for crime dramas but reflects a real-world phenomenon with
significant social, economic, and legal implications. This article delves into the layers
surrounding mob ownership, exploring its mechanisms, impacts, and the challenges faced
by law enforcement and society in addressing such covert control.

The Dynamics of Mob Boss Ownership

At its core, when an asset or business is described as "owned by the mob boss," it signifies
control by an individual or group deeply embedded in organized crime networks. Mob
bosses often harness legitimate enterprises as fronts for illicit activities such as money
laundering, racketeering, extortion, or drug trafficking. This duality allows them to mask
illegal operations behind the facade of legitimate commerce, complicating detection and
prosecution.

Ownership in these contexts can be direct or indirect. While some assets might be formally
registered under the mob boss’s name, many are held through layers of intermediaries,



shell companies, or trusted associates, effectively obscuring the true ownership. This
practice, known as "nominee ownership," is a strategic tool to circumvent legal scrutiny and
protect the mob boss from direct accountability.

Legitimate Businesses as Fronts

One of the most common manifestations of mob boss ownership is the use of legitimate
businesses to launder proceeds from criminal activities. Restaurants, construction
companies, nightclubs, and even waste management firms have historically served as
vehicles for such laundering. These businesses generate cash flow, which can be mingled
with illicit funds to create the illusion of legitimate revenue.

For example, waste management companies have been notoriously linked to mob
ownership in various regions. Their cash-heavy nature and essential service status make
them ideal for integrating illegal proceeds. The mob’s influence over such firms can also
facilitate extortion and control over local markets, demonstrating how ownership extends
beyond mere financial interest to strategic dominance.

Economic and Social Implications

The ramifications of businesses "owned by the mob boss" extend beyond the criminal
underworld. Economically, these enterprises can distort local markets by engaging in unfair
competition, manipulating prices, or coercing suppliers and customers. Their ability to
operate outside standard legal constraints gives them an undue advantage, which can stifle
legitimate businesses and innovation.

Socially, the infiltration of organized crime into community businesses erodes public trust
and undermines social cohesion. When residents and consumers suspect that a local
establishment is controlled by criminal elements, it creates an environment of fear and
suspicion. This atmosphere can discourage investment and community engagement,
perpetuating cycles of poverty and crime.

Law Enforcement Challenges

Tracking and prosecuting assets owned by mob bosses presents significant challenges for
law enforcement agencies worldwide. The layered ownership structures, use of offshore
accounts, and reliance on corrupt insiders create formidable barriers to investigation.
Additionally, mob bosses often employ sophisticated legal teams to exploit loopholes and
delay proceedings.

One notable challenge is distinguishing between actual ownership and influence. In many
cases, mob bosses exert control without formal ownership titles, relying on coercion or
intimidation to manage operations. This indirect control complicates legal definitions and
requires prosecutors to establish patterns of behavior rather than relying solely on
ownership documents.



Historical and Contemporary Examples

Throughout history, numerous high-profile cases have highlighted the phenomenon of
enterprises "owned by the mob boss." The American Mafia, for instance, has a long record
of controlling key industries in cities like New York, Chicago, and Las Vegas. Figures such as
Al Capone and John Gotti not only commanded criminal enterprises but also had stakes in
legitimate businesses ranging from breweries to casinos.

In recent decades, organized crime groups globally—from Italian mafias like Cosa Nostra
and ’Ndrangheta to Russian and Asian crime syndicates—have demonstrated similar
patterns. The globalization of crime has expanded the scope of such ownership, with cross-
border investments and cyber-enabled laundering adding complexity.

Modern Tools and Tactics

Technological advancements have transformed how mob bosses manage their assets.
Digital currencies, encrypted communications, and complex financial instruments offer new
avenues for concealing ownership and transferring illicit funds. At the same time, law
enforcement agencies have adapted with enhanced forensic accounting, data analytics,
and international cooperation.

Despite these advances, the cat-and-mouse game continues. Mob bosses remain adept at
exploiting emerging technologies and regulatory gaps, underscoring the need for ongoing
vigilance and innovation in combating organized crime ownership.

Indicators of Mob Boss Ownership

Identifying businesses or properties controlled by mob bosses often requires attention to
subtle signs. While direct evidence may be scarce, certain indicators can suggest illicit
influence:

Unusual financial transactions or inconsistent revenue patterns

Frequent changes in ownership or corporate structure

Connections to individuals with known criminal backgrounds

Reports of intimidation or coercion within the business environment

Disproportionate cash handling relative to the business type

Recognizing these signals enables regulators, financial institutions, and community
members to raise red flags and initiate further inquiry.



The Role of Legislation and Policy

Governments have enacted a variety of laws aimed at dismantling mob ownership and
disrupting criminal enterprises. Anti-racketeering statutes, enhanced financial reporting
requirements, and asset forfeiture laws are central components of these efforts. Policies
promoting transparency in corporate ownership and tightening controls on cash
transactions also help reduce the avenues available for illicit control.

Nevertheless, the effectiveness of such measures depends on enforcement rigor,
international collaboration, and public awareness. The complex interplay between legal
frameworks and organized crime demands a coordinated response spanning multiple
sectors.

Impact on Industries and Communities

Certain industries are more vulnerable to mob boss ownership due to their operational
characteristics. Cash-intensive businesses, sectors with minimal regulatory oversight, or
those requiring permits and licenses are frequent targets. Examples include:

Hospitality and entertainment

Construction and real estate development

Transportation and logistics

Waste management and recycling

Communities hosting such businesses often experience a paradoxical relationship, where
these enterprises provide jobs and services but simultaneously perpetuate cycles of crime
and corruption.

Balancing Economic Activity and Crime Prevention

Addressing the issue of businesses owned by mob bosses requires balancing economic
vitality with crime prevention. Overly aggressive crackdowns risk stifling legitimate
commerce and harming innocent employees, while lax enforcement allows criminal
influence to fester. Strategies that involve community engagement, transparent
governance, and targeted regulatory oversight can help navigate these complexities.

Understanding the nuances of mob ownership also aids policymakers in designing
interventions that disrupt illicit networks without collateral damage. This includes
supporting whistleblower protections, enhancing financial literacy among business owners,
and fostering partnerships between public and private sectors.



The phrase "owned by the mob boss" encapsulates a multifaceted challenge that
intertwines crime, economics, and society. The ongoing efforts to uncover, understand, and
dismantle such ownership remain critical in promoting lawful enterprise and safeguarding
communities worldwide.

Owned By The Mob Boss

  owned by the mob boss: Mob Boss Jerry Capeci, Tom Robbins, 2013-10-01 “[A] fascinating
new book about mafia boss Alfonso D’Arco, who became the federal government’s most successful
cooperator.” —The Village Voice Alfonso “Little Al” D’Arco, the former acting boss of the Luchese
organized crime family, was the highest-ranking mobster to ever turn government witness when he
flipped in 1991. His decision to flip prompted many others to make the same choice, including John
Gotti’s top aide, Salvatore “Sammy the Bull” Gravano, and his testimony sent more than fifty
mobsters to prison. In Mob Boss, award-winning news reporters Jerry Capeci and Tom Robbins team
up for this unparalleled account of D’Arco’s life and the New York mob scene that he embraced for
four decades. Until the day he switched sides, D’Arco lived and breathed the old-school gangster
lessons he learned growing up in Brooklyn and fine-tuned on the mean streets of Little Italy. But
when he learned he was marked to be whacked, D’Arco quit the mob. His defection decimated his
crime family and opened a window on mob secrets going back a hundred years. After speaking with
D’Arco, the authors reveal unprecedented insights, exposing shocking secrets and troublesome
truths about a city where a famous pizza parlor doubled as a Mafia center for multi-million-dollar
heroin deals, where hit men carried out murders dressed as women, and where kidnapping a
celebrity newsman’s son was deemed appropriate revenge for the father’s satirical novel. Capeci and
Robbins spent hundreds of hours in conversation with D’Arco, and exhausted many hours more
fleshing out his stories in this riveting narrative that takes readers behind the famous witness
testimony for a comprehensive look at the Mafia in New York City.
  owned by the mob boss: Daybreak Nicole Fox, Book 2 and the exciting conclusion of the
Tsezar Bratva duet He gave me a chance at happily ever after. And then he snatched it all away.
COURTNEY Did the man of my dreams sell me to the monster of my nightmares? I don’t want to
believe it. But no matter how hard I pinch myself, the horrors won’t go away. The facts are this: I’m
locked on a ship with my daughters, bound for a slave auction half a world away. I’m surrounded by
killers. Imprisoned by a psychopath. And Dmitry is nowhere to be found. All I have left is one
desperate hope: Will my husband come to save us? Or was our love a lie all along? A dark mafia
single dad romance from bestselling author Nicole Fox.
  owned by the mob boss: I Am A Mob Boss Anonymous, 2025-04-24 I could've died a thousand
times. People were out to get me, as they always are when you run the show. It's kind of silly that it's
cancer that's going to get me, but now I know the end's not going to come from a sudden bullet to
the skull one night, at least I have enough time to tell my story. It's a story that would have had me
locked up long ago, if anyone knew I was at the top. It all started innocently enough, with a few
smash-and-grabs and some card games, but then moved into armed robbery and then eventually
drugs. And that's when things changed. When the money came rolling in. When we would do
anything to hold onto power. This is my last confession. A way to atone for what I've done. Let it be a
lesson to you.
  owned by the mob boss: Run Your Own Mail Server Michael W. Lucas, 2024-09-30 You Against
the Email Empire Message services appear and disappear, but email remains. One of the Internet’s
oldest and most open protocols, email reaches everywhere. Dominated by a handful of carriers, yet
still manageable by the rest of us. If you do it right. Setting up the email server is the easy part. The
protocols that support email? Those are hard. SPF. DKIM. DMARC. BIMI and MTA-TLS and
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TLS-RPT. DNS standards that apply to nothing else on the modern Internet. Block lists. Graylisting.
Email is a protocol unlike any other, yet among our most essential. Never surrender the protocols.
Reclaim your connections. Run your own mail server.
  owned by the mob boss: My Own Terms 2: Never Settle T. Nicole, 2010 The sequel to My Own
Terms ... this novel wraps up all of Shana's unfinished business.--
  owned by the mob boss: Finlay Donovan Digs Her Own Grave Elle Cosimano, 2025-03-04
From New York Times bestseller and Edgar-Award nominee Elle Cosimano, comes Finlay Donovan
Digs Her Own Grave—the hugely anticipated next installment in the fan-favorite Finlay Donovan
series. Finlay Donovan may have skeletons in her closet . . . but at least there's not a body in her
backyard. Finlay Donovan and her nanny/partner-in-crime, Vero, have not always gotten along with
Finlay’s elderly neighbor, Mrs. Haggerty, the community busybody and president of the
neighborhood watch. But when a dead body is discovered in her backyard, Mrs. Haggerty needs
their help. At first a suspect, Mrs. Haggerty is cleared by the police, but her house remains an active
crime scene. She has nowhere to go . . . except Finlay’s house, right across the street. Finlay and
Vero have no interest in getting involved in another murder case—or sacrificing either of their
bedrooms. After all, they’ve dealt with enough murders over the last four months to last a lifetime
and they both would much rather share their beds with someone else. When the focus of the
investigation widens to include Finlay’s ex-husband, Steven, though, Finlay and Vero are left with
little choice but to get closer to Mrs. Haggerty and uncover her secrets . . . before the police start
digging up theirs. But who will solve the mystery first?
  owned by the mob boss: Black Senate Zaid Zah'id, 2017-09-12 The Black Senate is an epic
story of a new breed of gangstas living under a new g-code of street laws. Jerusalem Williams and
his two comrades, along with their war princess Pinky are known on the streets as the three Kings
and the Queen B. After going to prison, Jerusalem is released from the federal penitentiary with
vengeance and he is determined to take his rightful place in the streets as ruler and leader of his
organization of Black warriors. Blood is bound to be shed. Jealousy and greed cause relationships to
be severed. In order for the opposition to survive in the streets of the windy city, his enemies soon
learn that they must abide by the new set of street laws or risk feeling the wrath of the three bad
Black brothers of the Black Senate. Zaid Za'hid is a poet and urban storyteller. He is the author of
The Black Senate and Manifestation of a King: Hip-Hop Thug Poetry.
  owned by the mob boss: Adversarial Risk Analysis David L. Banks, Jesus M. Rios Aliaga,
David Rios Insua, 2015-06-30 Winner of the 2017 De Groot Prize awarded by the International
Society for Bayesian Analysis (ISBA)A relatively new area of research, adversarial risk analysis
(ARA) informs decision making when there are intelligent opponents and uncertain outcomes.
Adversarial Risk Analysis develops methods for allocating defensive or offensive resources against
  owned by the mob boss: Internet Drama and Mystery Television Series, 1996-2014 Vincent
Terrace, 2014-11-26 Created around the world and available only on the Web, internet television
series are independently produced, mostly low budget shows that often feature talented but
unknown performers. Typically financed through online crowd-funding, they are produced with
borrowed equipment and volunteer casts and crews, and viewers find them through word of mouth
or by chance. The second in a first-ever set of books cataloging Internet television series, this
volume covers in depth the drama and mystery genres, with detailed entries on 405 shows from
1996 through July 2014. In addition to casts, credits and story lines, each entry provides a website,
commentary and episode descriptions. Index of performers and personnel are included.
  owned by the mob boss: In Our Own Words Robert G. Torricelli, Andrew Carroll, 2000-10
Presents a collection of oratory including sermons, speeches, courtroom arguments, radio
broadcasts, eulogies, and commencement addresses.
  owned by the mob boss: This Thing of Ours David Lavery, 2002 As a work of popular culture,
an innovative television series and a media phenomenon, 'The Sopranos' has made an impact
throughout the world. This text investigates both the wide appeal and controversial reception of this
highly-debated drama.



  owned by the mob boss: Science and Miracles Michael A. Piatak, 2023-06-30 Michael Piatak
tells of his five-decade long odyssey of living with a ticking time bomb of a defective heart. A
long-ago detected but undiagnosed anomaly followed him his whole life, culminating in the
catastrophic event that nearly brought his existence to an end. With the trinity of science, faith, and
his dogged determination, he succeeded in winning his battle for life.
  owned by the mob boss: One Nation Under Blackmail - Vol. 1 Whitney Alyse Webb,
2022-10-20 Exposes vastly under-explored topics compared to other media reports and books on
Jeffrey Epstein How did Jeffrey Epstein manage to evade justice for decades? Who enabled him and
why? Why were legal officials told that Epstein “ belonged to intelligence” and to back off during his
first arrest in the mid-2000s? Volume 1 of One Nation Under Blackmail traces the origin of the
network behind Jeffrey Epstein and his associates to the merging of organized crime and intelligence
networks during World War II and follows their most notable activities through the decades. Various
scandals, acts of corruption and other crimes throughout the last several decades of American
history, many involving sex blackmail, can be traced back to these same networks, which have
subverted and taken control of many of America' s most important institutions for their benefit, and
to the detriment of the public.
  owned by the mob boss: Wages of Crime R. T. Naylor, 2004 Wages of Crime takes the reader
into the shadowy underworld of modern criminal business--arms trafficking, gold smuggling, money
laundering, and terrorist financing.
  owned by the mob boss: India Is Broken Ashoka Mody, 2023-02-14 A provocative new account
of how India moved relentlessly from its hope-filled founding in 1947 to the dramatic economic and
democratic breakdowns of today. When Indian leaders first took control of their government in 1947,
they proclaimed the ideals of national unity and secular democracy. Through the first half century of
nation-building, leaders could point to uneven but measurable progress on key goals, and after the
mid-1980s, dire poverty declined for a few decades, inspiring declarations of victory. But today, a
vast majority of Indians live in a state of underemployment and are one crisis away from despair.
Public goods—health, education, cities, air and water, and the judiciary—are in woeful condition.
And good jobs will remain scarce as long as that is the case. The lack of jobs will further undermine
democracy, which will further undermine job creation. India is Broken provides the most persuasive
account available of this economic catch-22. Challenging prevailing narratives, Mody contends that
successive post-independence leaders, starting with its first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, failed
to confront India's true economic problems, seeking easy solutions instead. As a popular frustration
grew, and corruption in politics became pervasive, India's economic growth relied increasingly on
unregulated finance and environmentally destructive construction. The rise of a violent Hindutva has
buried all prior norms in civic life and public accountability. Combining statistical data with creative
media, such as literature and cinema, to create strong, accessible, people-driven narratives, this
book is a meditation on the interplay between democracy and economic progress, with lessons
extending far beyond India. Mody proposes a path forward that is fraught with its own peril, but
which nevertheless offers something resembling hope.
  owned by the mob boss: Contract on America David E. Scheim, 1988 Presents evidence of
long-suspected Mafia culpability in the murder of John F. Kennedy.
  owned by the mob boss: The Mafia Encyclopedia Carl Sifakis, 2006 More than 500
alphabetical entries provide information on the people, places and events associated with the Mafia.
  owned by the mob boss: Owned by a mafia boss AmorevolousEncres, 2024
  owned by the mob boss: Mob Deep Benjamin Holmes, 2020-01-31 “The Mob” has been alive
and well in Youngstown, Ohio since the 1950s. Youngstown was the halfway point for mobsters
traveling between New York and Chicago. Often called Mobtown, Crimetown, and Boomtown,
Youngstown still has many mobsters and corrupt officials. If you have a skill they can use, you will be
“recruited.” Benjamin Holmes is an engineer who built customized mufflers to quiet professional
racing cars enough to participate in the very profitable street racing scene. A few mobsters and their
crooked policemen propositioned Holmes to weld a muffler for a gun, a silencer. Wanting to know



the legality of such a project, Holmes took their blueprints to lawyers whom he had once worked for,
as an investigator. Holmes simply corrected the blueprints for his propositions but was not willing to
actually build the silencers. Not satisfied, the mobsters and their policemen accused Holmes of
siding with their enemies. Consequently, Holmes’s home was firebombed, on Halloween 1979, with
him in it. He was burned over 60 percent of his body and was hospitalized for several weeks. One
officer visited Holmes at the burn center and again asked about building silencers. Again Holmes
refused and was charged with burning down his own home for the insurance money. Holmes started
carrying a tape recorder and was able to get that officer and others offering money and making
threats; “What we have here is a failure to communicate.” Holmes made the mistake of taking his
recordings to the local FBI, to no avail. He later found of that “The Mob” had infiltrated the local
FBI. News of Holmes’s recordings got out and certain forces decided that he needed to die. A news
report on television stated that Holmes was the head of three gangs, armed, and extremely
dangerous. A shoot-on-sight order was announced. It was then, out of desperation, that he decided
to fake his own death and disappear, in 1980. A syringe and four vials of his own blood were used to
convincingly splatter blood inside his abandoned car. This led the FBI forensics team to conclude in
1980 that Holmes had been shot in his car and dragged away. False identification allowed him to
assume various jobs, out of town, for eight years, until he was declared dead, in 1988. He lived with
his wife and daughter for another ten years and hid in a secret compartment when company came.
In October 2000 he became suspicious of his wife’s phone conversation and bugged the telephone,
only to discover that she had a lover. He confronted her with the recordings. She apologized, made
love to him, and then shot him several times as he slept. She thought he was dead. Holmes’s brother
dropped by, for his daily visit, and found Holmes shot and unconscious, but alive. Holmes had
survived by plugging the bullet holes with his fingers. At the hospital, a high school classmate,
working as a nurse, recognized him. The masquerade was over, but no charges were filed against
Holmes due to the corruption in Youngstown at the time he disappeared. The tapes he saved for
twenty years were also a big help. Subsequently, seventy prosecutors, judges, lawyers, lawmen, and
mobsters were jailed for a long time. His wife claimed temporary insanity and was given a very light
sentence. She had secretly married her lover months ago and he was tired of Holmes sleeping with
his new bride every night. Holmes’s book is a mix of The Fast and the Furious, The Godfather, and
The Fugitive.
  owned by the mob boss: 740 Park Michael Gross, 2007-12-18 For seventy-five years, it’s been
Manhattan’s richest apartment building, and one of the most lusted-after addresses in the world.
One apartment had 37 rooms, 14 bathrooms, 43 closets, 11 working fireplaces, a private elevator,
and his-and-hers saunas; another at one time had a live-in service staff of 16. To this day, it is
steeped in the purest luxury, the kind most of us could only imagine, until now. The last great
building to go up along New York’s Gold Coast, construction on 740 Park finished in 1930. Since
then, 740 has been home to an ever-evolving cadre of our wealthiest and most powerful families,
some of America’s (and the world’s) oldest money—the kind attached to names like Vanderbilt,
Rockefeller, Bouvier, Chrysler, Niarchos, Houghton, and Harkness—and some whose names evoke
the excesses of today’s monied elite: Kravis, Koch, Bronfman, Perelman, Steinberg, and
Schwarzman. All along, the building has housed titans of industry, political power brokers,
international royalty, fabulous scam-artists, and even the lowest scoundrels. The book begins with
the tumultuous story of the building’s construction. Conceived in the bubbling financial, artistic, and
social cauldron of 1920’s Manhattan, 740 Park rose to its dizzying heights as the stock market
plunged in 1929—the building was in dire financial straits before the first apartments were sold. The
builders include the architectural genius Rosario Candela, the scheming businessman James T. Lee
(Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis’s grandfather), and a raft of financiers, many of whom were little more
than white-collar crooks and grand-scale hustlers. Once finished, 740 became a magnet for the
richest, oldest families in the country: the Brewsters, descendents of the leader of the Plymouth
Colony; the socially-registered Bordens, Hoppins, Scovilles, Thornes, and Schermerhorns; and top
executives of the Chase Bank, American Express, and U.S. Rubber. Outside the walls of 740 Park,



these were the people shaping America culturally and economically. Within those walls, they were
indulging in all of the Seven Deadly Sins. As the social climate evolved throughout the last century,
so did 740 Park: after World War II, the building’s rulers eased their more restrictive policies and
began allowing Jews (though not to this day African Americans) to reside within their hallowed walls.
Nowadays, it is full to bursting with new money, people whose fortunes, though freshly-made, are
large enough to buy their way in. At its core this book is a social history of the American rich, and
how the locus of power and influence has shifted haltingly from old bloodlines to new money. But it’s
also much more than that: filled with meaty, startling, often tragic stories of the people who lived
behind 740’s walls, the book gives us an unprecedented access to worlds of wealth, privilege, and
extraordinary folly that are usually hidden behind a scrim of money and influence. This is, truly, how
the other half—or at least the other one hundredth of one percent—lives.
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