our animal neighbors

Our Animal Neighbors: Embracing the Wildlife Around Us

our animal neighbors are often closer than we think, living side by side with
us in cities, suburbs, and rural areas alike. From the chirping birds outside
our windows to the squirrels darting across the park, these creatures form an
intricate part of our daily lives and local ecosystems. Yet, despite their
proximity, many people overlook the significance of these wild inhabitants
and the roles they play. Understanding and appreciating our animal neighbors
not only enriches our experience of the natural world but also encourages a
harmonious coexistence that benefits both humans and wildlife.

The Diversity of Our Animal Neighbors

When we talk about our animal neighbors, we’re referring to a broad spectrum
of wildlife. This includes birds, mammals, insects, amphibians, and reptiles
that inhabit our backyards, parks, and green spaces. The variety 1is
astounding, depending on where you live, from urban raccoons and pigeons to
rural deer and foxes.

Common Wildlife in Urban and Suburban Areas

Urban environments might seem inhospitable, but they’re surprisingly rich in
wildlife. Animals like squirrels, raccoons, opossums, and various species of
birds such as sparrows, crows, and pigeons have adapted remarkably well to
city life. These creatures often rely on human structures for shelter and
food, scavenging through trash or nesting in attics or under decks.

In suburban neighborhoods, the mix of green lawns, trees, and gardens creates
a welcoming habitat for animals like rabbits, chipmunks, and an array of
songbirds. Amphibians such as frogs and toads might appear near garden ponds,
and insects like bees and butterflies play crucial roles in pollination.

Rural Animal Neighbors and Their Habitats

In rural settings, our animal neighbors can be quite different, often
including larger mammals like deer, foxes, and even coyotes. These areas
typically provide more natural habitat, such as forests, meadows, and
wetlands. The presence of these animals is a sign of a healthy ecosystem, and
they contribute to biodiversity by maintaining balanced food chains.



Why Our Animal Neighbors Matter

Beyond their charm and the joy they bring, our animal neighbors have vital
ecological functions. They help control pests, pollinate plants, disperse
seeds, and contribute to soil health. Recognizing their importance can shift
how we interact with our environment and influence conservation efforts.

Ecological Roles and Benefits

- **Pest Control**: Many birds and small mammals consume insects that might
otherwise damage plants or spread disease.

- **pollination**: Bees, butterflies, and some birds play essential roles in
pollinating flowers, which supports the growth of fruits and vegetables.

- **Seed Dispersal**: Animals like squirrels and birds help spread seeds,
aiding in forest regeneration and plant diversity.

- **Soil Aeration**: Creatures such as earthworms and burrowing mammals
improve soil structure and fertility.

Enhancing Human Well-being

Interacting with wildlife boosts mental health by reducing stress and
fostering a sense of connection to nature. Watching birds at a feeder or
listening to frogs at night can be calming and educational activities for
people of all ages.

Living Harmoniously with Our Animal Neighbors

Sharing spaces with wildlife requires mindfulness and respect. Sometimes,
conflicts arise—animals may damage gardens, enter homes, or be perceived as a
nuisance. However, many issues can be mitigated with thoughtful strategies.

Creating Wildlife-Friendly Spaces

You can encourage positive encounters by making your yard or garden more
welcoming:

* Provide Water Sources: Birdbaths or small ponds offer drinking and
bathing spots for many animals.

e Plant Native Flora: Native plants support local insects and birds better
than exotic species.



e Install Nesting Boxes: Birdhouses and bat boxes can provide safe
shelter.

e Limit Pesticides: Reducing chemical use helps keep beneficial insects
and animals healthy.

Managing Conflicts Sensitively

If our animal neighbors cause issues, consider humane solutions:

- Secure trash bins to avoid attracting raccoons and opossums.

- Use natural repellents to discourage unwanted animals from gardens.
- Seal entry points to prevent animals from nesting inside homes.

- Avoid feeding wildlife, which can lead to dependency and aggressive
behavior.

Learning from Our Animal Neighbors

Observing wildlife offers endless opportunities for discovery. Citizen
science projects, such as bird counts or insect monitoring, invite community
members to contribute to scientific knowledge. These activities foster
appreciation and provide valuable data for conservation.

Encouraging Curiosity and Education

Engaging children with nature through simple activities like building a bird
feeder or identifying local animals cultivates lifelong respect for wildlife.
Schools and community groups can promote environmental stewardship by
organizing nature walks and workshops.

Technology and Wildlife Awareness

Apps and online platforms now allow us to document sightings, learn about
species, and share experiences. This digital connection helps build a global
community passionate about protecting our animal neighbors.

Our animal neighbors enrich the fabric of our daily lives in countless subtle
ways. By recognizing their presence, valuing their roles, and adopting
practices that support their well-being, we create a more balanced and
vibrant world. Embracing this coexistence not only benefits wildlife but also
deepens our own connection to the natural rhythms that surround us.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who are considered our animal neighbors?

Our animal neighbors are the wildlife species that live in close proximity to
human habitats, such as birds, squirrels, raccoons, deer, and various
insects.

Why is it important to coexist peacefully with our
animal neighbors?

Coexisting peacefully helps maintain ecological balance, supports
biodiversity, and reduces conflicts that can harm both humans and animals.

What are some common challenges faced by animal
neighbors in urban areas?

Animal neighbors often face habitat loss, pollution, vehicle collisions, and
limited food resources in urban environments.

How can we create a more animal-friendly
neighborhood?

By planting native vegetation, providing water sources, reducing pesticide
use, and creating safe passages like wildlife corridors, we can make
neighborhoods more welcoming to animals.

What role do animal neighbors play in our
ecosystems?

They contribute to pest control, pollination, seed dispersal, and nutrient
cycling, which are vital for a healthy ecosystem.

How can children learn about and appreciate our
animal neighbors?

Through outdoor activities like bird watching, nature walks, and educational
programs, children can develop awareness and respect for local wildlife.

Are there any health risks associated with living
close to animal neighbors?

While generally safe, some animals can carry diseases or parasites, so it's
important to practice good hygiene and avoid direct contact with wild
animals.



What is the impact of feeding wild animal neighbors?

Feeding wildlife can lead to dependency, disrupt natural foraging behaviors,
and increase the risk of disease transmission.

How do seasonal changes affect our animal neighbors?

Seasonal changes influence migration, hibernation, breeding cycles, and food
availability for many animal neighbors, affecting their behavior and
survival.

Additional Resources

Our Animal Neighbors: Understanding the Shared Spaces Between Humans and
Wildlife

our animal neighbors are an intrinsic part of the ecosystems that surround
human settlements, from bustling urban centers to tranquil rural areas. The
coexistence of humans and wildlife presents a complex dynamic that invites
both curiosity and caution. As urban sprawl continues to encroach upon
natural habitats, interactions between people and animals become increasingly
common, raising questions about conservation, safety, and the ethical
considerations of living alongside diverse species.

Human-Wildlife Coexistence: An Evolving
Relationship

The history of human settlement is deeply intertwined with the presence of
wildlife. Traditionally, animals were often seen as adversaries or resources
to be exploited, but modern perspectives emphasize coexistence and mutual
respect. The term “our animal neighbors” reflects this shift towards
recognizing animals as co-inhabitants of shared environments rather than mere
background elements.

Urban ecology studies reveal that many species have adapted remarkably well
to city life. Animals such as raccoons, foxes, pigeons, and even coyotes have
established thriving populations in metropolitan areas. This adaptability
challenges earlier assumptions that urban environments were inhospitable to
wildlife and opens new avenues for research into animal behavior and urban
ecosystem management.

Impact of Urbanization on Wildlife Behavior

Urbanization disrupts natural habitats, leading to fragmented ecosystems and
forcing wildlife to modify their behaviors. For example, nocturnal animals



might shift their activity patterns to avoid human contact, while others
become more habituated to human presence. This behavioral plasticity
highlights the resilience of many species but also underscores the pressure
urban environments place on their survival.

One notable feature is the rise of synanthropic animals—species that live
near and benefit from human habitats. Rats and pigeons are classic examples,
thriving in cities due to abundant food and shelter. However, this proximity
also raises concerns about disease transmission and property damage,
illustrating the pros and cons inherent in close human-animal interactions.

Ecological Benefits of Our Animal Neighbors

Despite challenges, the presence of wildlife in human environments provides
ecological benefits that are often overlooked. Birds contribute to pest
control by consuming insects, while pollinators like bees and butterflies
play critical roles in urban plant reproduction. Even urban mammals help
maintain ecological balance by participating in seed dispersal and nutrient
cycling.

Moreover, green spaces that support diverse animal populations can enhance
the quality of life for city dwellers. Research indicates that exposure to
biodiversity improves mental health, reduces stress, and fosters
environmental stewardship among residents. Thus, preserving habitats for our
animal neighbors is not only an ecological imperative but also a social
benefit.

Challenges in Living Alongside Wildlife

While there are clear advantages to sharing spaces with animals, conflicts
inevitably arise. Understanding these challenges is essential for developing
effective management strategies that safeqguard both human interests and
wildlife welfare.

Human-Wildlife Conflicts

Conflicts often stem from competition for resources, safety concerns, and
property damage. For instance:

e Crop and Garden Damage: Deer and rabbits frequently forage on cultivated
plants, leading to economic losses for gardeners and farmers.

e Predation Risks: In some regions, predators like coyotes or wolves may
prey on livestock or pets, raising alarm among communities.



e Health Concerns: Animals such as rodents and bats can carry zoonotic
diseases, posing public health risks.

These issues require balanced approaches that minimize harm to animals while
protecting human wellbeing.

Strategies for Mitigation and Coexistence

Effective coexistence strategies often combine habitat modification, public
education, and policy enforcement. Examples include:

1. Habitat Restoration: Creating green corridors and preserving natural
habitats to reduce wildlife intrusion into urban areas.

2. Non-lethal Deterrents: Using fencing, noise devices, or repellents to
discourage problematic animal behavior without causing injury.

3. Community Engagement: Educating residents about wildlife behavior and
promoting practices such as secure trash management to reduce
attractants.

Integrated wildlife management plans emphasize coexistence rather than
eradication, fostering sustainable human-animal relationships.

Technological Advances in Monitoring Our Animal
Neighbors

Modern technology plays a pivotal role in studying and managing wildlife
populations near human settlements. Remote sensing, camera traps, and GPS
tracking provide valuable data on animal movements, population dynamics, and
habitat use. These tools enable researchers and policymakers to make informed
decisions about conservation and conflict mitigation.

Artificial intelligence and machine learning are increasingly applied to
analyze large datasets from wildlife monitoring, enhancing predictive
modeling capabilities. For example, predictive analytics can forecast
potential human-wildlife conflict hotspots, allowing proactive measures to be
implemented.



The Role of Citizen Science

Public participation through citizen science initiatives complements
technological efforts. Apps and platforms allow individuals to report
sightings, track animal behavior, and contribute to biodiversity databases.
This democratization of data collection fosters a broader understanding of
our animal neighbors and encourages community involvement in conservation
efforts.

Ethical Considerations in Human-Animal
Interactions

As our interactions with wildlife intensify, ethical questions arise
regarding the treatment and rights of animals sharing human spaces. Issues
such as habitat destruction, animal welfare in urban settings, and the
morality of relocation or culling programs are subjects of ongoing debate.

Balancing human needs with animal rights demands nuanced policies that
recognize intrinsic animal value beyond utilitarian perspectives. Urban
planners, environmentalists, and policymakers must collaborate to develop
frameworks that respect biodiversity while addressing practical concerns.

Promoting Compassionate Coexistence

Initiatives focused on humane coexistence emphasize empathy and respect for
our animal neighbors. Community education programs that highlight the
ecological roles and sentience of urban wildlife can shift public attitudes
toward more compassionate behaviors. Additionally, promoting wildlife-
friendly gardening and green infrastructure helps create environments where
animals can thrive alongside humans.

The narrative surrounding our animal neighbors continues to evolve as society
gains deeper insights into the complexities of sharing habitats. Recognizing
the interconnectedness of human and animal welfare is essential to crafting
sustainable futures where coexistence is not merely tolerated but valued.
Through informed management, technological innovation, and ethical
commitment, we can foster environments in which both people and wildlife
flourish together.



Our Animal Neighbors

our animal neighbors: Our Animal Neighbors Matthieu Ricard, Jason Gruhl, 2020-09-01
Winner of the Moonbeam Children's Animals/Pets Non-Fiction Gold Medal! A story about the
fundamental connection between animals and people and how we can treat all of Earth's creatures
with compassion and empathy. Furry polar bears, playful sea otters, slow sloths, prickly porcupines,
and slimy snakes are just a few of the many animals we share our world with. And even though we
might not look the same or have the same needs as our animal neighbors, we have more in common
with them than we might think. Our Animal Neighbors introduces children to the importance of
treating all animals with the care and compassion they deserve. We all want to experience love,
safety, and respect and this book is the first step to instilling those values at an early age. This
planet is our home, and we should all be free to live a prosperous life regardless of whether we have
hands, hooves, scales, or fur. “A serious message delivered with humor, simplicity, and charm makes
this book an excellent purchase for families that value open-ended discussions. Also a good resource
for classrooms and libraries that welcome diverse opinions and points of view.”—School Library
Journal

our animal neighbors: Our Animal Neighbors Alan Devoe, Mary Berry Devoe, 1953

our animal neighbors: Our Animal Neighbors , 2005 Craft kit with 3 books and a craft.

our animal neighbors: Our Plant and Animal Neighbors Frank Bertin Younger, 1929

our animal neighbors: Wild Animal Neighbors Ann Downer, 2017-01-01 What would you do if
you found an alligator in your garage? Or if you spotted a mountain lion downtown? In cities and
suburbs around the world, wild creatures are showing up where we least expect them. Not all of
them arrive by accident, and some are here to stay. As the human population tops seven billion,
animals are running out of space. Their natural habitats are surrounded—and sometimes even
replaced—by highways, shopping centers, office parks, and subdivisions. The result? A wildlife
invasion of our urban neighborhoods. What kinds of animals are making cities their new home? How
can they survive in our ecosystem of concrete, steel, and glass? And what does their presence there
mean for their future and ours? Join scientists, activists, and the folks next door on a journey around
the globe to track down our newest wild animal neighbors. Discover what is bringing these creatures
to our backyards—and how we can create spaces for people and animals to live side by side.

our animal neighbors: Animals as Neighbors Terry O'Connor, 2013-09-01 In this fascinating
book, Terry O’Connor explores a distinction that is deeply ingrained in much of the language that we
use in zoology, human-animal studies, and archaeology—the difference between wild and domestic.
For thousands of years, humans have categorized animals in simple terms, often according to the
degree of control that we have over them, and have tended to see the long story of human-animal
relations as one of increasing control and management for human benefit. And yet, around the
world, species have adapted to our homes, our towns, and our artificial landscapes, finding ways to
gain benefit from our activities and so becoming an important part of our everyday lives. These
commensal animals remind us that other species are not passive elements in the world around us
but intelligent and adaptable creatures. Animals as Neighbors shows how a blend of adaptation and
opportunism has enabled many species to benefit from our often destructive footprint on the world.
O’Connor investigates the history of this relationship, working back through archaeological records.
By requiring us to take a multifaceted view of human-animal relations, commensal animals
encourage a more nuanced understanding of those relations, both today and throughout the
prehistory of our species.

our animal neighbors: Our Animal Friends , 1904

our animal neighbors: Shapeshifting with Our Animal Companions Dawn Baumann
Brunke, 2008-06-24 Journeys with animals for personal transformation and enlightenment ¢ Reveals
how shapeshifting with the animal kingdom allows us to experience different forms of consciousness
and expand our perception of the world * Examines the three phases of transforming consciousness:


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-177/our-animal-neighbors.pdf

letting go, opening to experience, and integrating awareness * Explores how shapeshifting provides
an understanding of death as a transformation rather than an ending In Shapeshifting with Our
Animal Companions, Dawn Baumann Brunke moves beyond the “how” and “why” of animal
communication presented in her earlier books to a profound journey of shared spiritual awareness.
Through conversations, dreams, and merged consciousness with a variety of animals and spirit
beings, she reveals the vast treasure of wisdom and experiences offered to us as we open ourselves
to the consciousness of others, confront and release our fears of death, and expand our sensory
perception to include other modes of existence. Brunke reveals how by shapeshifting--moving in and
out of shared awareness with others and particularly animals--we may better understand and
embrace the diversity of consciousness in our world as we learn to awaken our true selves. Through
encounters with shapeshifting animal teachers, she explores the three stages of transforming
consciousness: letting go of old ideas and habitual modes of perception, experiencing different forms
of consciousness through the eyes of others, and integrating these experiences into a greater
awareness of our own being--thus discovering the deeper nature of who we all really are.

our animal neighbors: The Eagle on My Arm Dava Guerin, Terry Bivens, 2020-10-13 In
October 1967, eighteen-year-old Patrick Bradley enlisted in the US Army and was later deployed to
Vietnam to map mobile POW camps to determine a pattern for rescuing prisoners. Combat left him
physically and psychologically wounded, as it does many veterans, and Bradley struggled to adjust
when he returned home. He seemed destined for military prison after an altercation in which he
broke a superior officer's jaw, but his life changed forever when a psychiatrist recommended a
unique path for healing. Thanks to a program sponsored by the Canadian government, Bradley
traveled to Canada to study bald eagles and document their behavior. He found himself recovering
while living alone in the wild with minimal supplies or human contact. At the same time, his work
was paving the way for groundbreaking research, including the discovery of a link between the use
of the pesticide DDT and a decrease in southern bald eagle populations. Later, he forged a
successful career training and managing wild animals and committed himself to helping other
wounded warriors by cofounding the Avian Veteran Alliance, a nonprofit that pairs veterans
suffering from PTSD and physical injuries with injured birds of prey. The Eagle on My Arm tells
Bradley's inspirational story for the first time. This moving account reveals how a soldier became a
dedicated healer, using his years of study and solitude to face his demons and turn his pain into a
lifelong passion for helping others.

our animal neighbors: Animal Husbandry: Understanding Our Animal Friends Better (History
of Indian Science and Technology Infinity Foundation Series) James Beaty, Humans have very

interesting relations with animals. The interaction moved from predator-prey to a balanced
association of co-existence over approximately the last ten thousand years. Humans adopted many
methods of controlling the animals to build up a secure resource base through animal husbandry
followed by domestication. To gain benefits from the domestic animals, humans used several
technologies. The developments that took place in this regard in the Indian subcontinent form the
focus of discussion, with appropriate background of changes occurring in animal husbandry
practices and associated technologies elsewhere in the Old World. Here is a preview of what you'll
learn... - Start animal husbandry - Poultry farming - Cattle farming - Dairy farming - Sheep farming -
Honey bee keeping - Silk production - Much, much more! It will explain simple and inexpensive
means of getting the very best out of the animals. And, by following the instructions in each chapter,
it offers an easy to understand planning process to help ensure a thriving and rewarding animal
husbandry experience.

our animal neighbors: Animal Ethics and Theology Daniel Miller, 2013-03-01 In this book,
Daniel K. Miller articulates a new vision of human and animal relationships based on the
foundational love ethic within Christianity. Framed around Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan,
Animal Ethics and Theology thoughtfully examines the shortcomings of utilitarian and rights-based
approaches to animal ethics. By considering the question of animals within the Christian concept of
neighbourly love, Miller provides an alternative narrative for understanding the complex



relationships that humans have with other animals. This book addresses significant theological
questions such as: Does being created in the image of God present a meaningful distinction between
humans and other animals? What does it mean for humans to have dominion (Gen. 1:28) over
animals? Is meat eating a moral problem for Christians? In addition to drawing out the significance
of Christian theology for field of animal ethics this book also engages environmental and feminist
ethics. Miller brings a theological perspective to such questions as: Should care for animals be
distinguished from care for the environment, and what role should human emotions play in our
ethical dealings with other animals? As the title suggests, this book provides fresh insight into the
theological significance of human relationships with other animals.

our animal neighbors: Animals in Environmental Education Teresa Lloro-Bidart, Valerie S.
Banschbach, 2019-01-04 This book explores interdisciplinary approaches to animal-focused
curriculum and pedagogy in environmental education, with an emphasis on integrating methods
from the arts, humanities, and natural and social sciences. Each chapter, whether addressing
curriculum, pedagogy, or both, engages with the extant literature in environmental education and
other relevant fields to consider how interdisciplinary curricular and pedagogical practices shed new
light on our understandings of and ethical/moral obligations to animals. Embracing theories like
intersectionality, posthumanism, Indigenous cosmologies, and significant life experiences, and
considering topics such as equine training, meat consumption and production, urban human-animal
relationships, and zoos and aquariums, the chapters collectively contribute to the field by
foregrounding the lives of animals. The volume purposefully steps forward from the historical
marginalization of animals in educational research and practice.

our animal neighbors: The Case of the Missing Arctic Fox and Other True Animal Mysteries
for You to Solve Heather Lee Montgomery, 2017-12-11 They're furry and funny. They're tracked and
tricky. What are they? Animal mysteries, of course! Get ready to crack the cases and the real animal
info wide open. You might need your camouflage for this one.

our animal neighbors: United States Educational, Scientific and Cultural Motion Pictures and
Filmstrips Suitable and Available for Use Abroad U.S. National Commission for UNESCO. Panel on
Educational Films, 1952

our animal neighbors: From Animal House to Our House Ron Tanner, 2014-10-01 Ron and Jill,
after six months together, discovered the house of their dreams: a landmark Victorian row house
that had belonged to a notorious fraternity in Baltimore. Unfortunately, it was now a condemned,
abandoned property. But Jill wanted the house and Ron wanted Jill. Beyond the wall-to-wall graffiti,
collapsed fireplaces and banisters, and three dumpsters worth of trash, the couple envisioned this as
their future dream home. So Ron bought the 4,500-square-foot ruin, despite the fact that neither Ron
nor Jill knew anything about home renovation, and that the project might ruin them both financially
and emotionally. A book for lovers, dreamers, and do-it-yourselfers, From Animal House to Our
House recounts Ron and Jill's decade-long adventure in house restoration, offering inspiration,
insight, and hilarity as they hammer away at the American dream of home ownership and true love.

our animal neighbors: Early Elementary Mathematics Lessons to Explore, Understand,
and Respond to Social Injustice Courtney Koestler, Jennifer Ward, Maria del Rosario Zavala,
Tonya Gau Bartell, 2022-07-20 This book is a must-read for all elementary educators. A call to
action, the guide for teachers offers incredible resources, including powerful lesson plans, to engage
readers in the practice of teaching mathematics for social justice in early childhood settings. An
immense contribution to the conversation around social justice and mathematics in elementary
education. Ruchi Agarwal-Rangnath Assistant Professor, University of San Francisco San Francisco,
CA Empower children to be the change—join the teaching mathematics for social justice movement!
We live in an era in which students of all ages have—through media and their lived experiences— a
more visceral experience of social injustices. However, when people think of social justice,
mathematics rarely comes to mind. With a teacher-friendly design, this book brings early elementary
mathematics content to life by connecting it to the natural curiosity and empathy young children
bring with them and the issues they experience. Tested in PK-2 classrooms, the model lessons




contributed in this book walk teachers through the process of applying critical frameworks to
instruction, using standards-based mathematics to explore, understand, and respond to social justice
issues. Learn to plan instruction that engages children in mathematics explorations through
age-appropriate, culturally relevant topics such as fairness, valuing diversity and difference,
representation and inequality, and environmental justice. Features include: Content
cross-referenced by mathematical concept and social issues Connection to Learning for Justice’s
social justice standards Downloadable instructional materials and lesson resources Guidance for
lessons driven by children’s unique passions and challenges Connections between research and
practice Written for teachers committed to developing equitable and just practices through the lens
of mathematics content and practice standards as well as social justice standards, this book will help
connect content to children’s daily lives, fortify their mathematical understanding, and expose them
to issues that will support them in becoming active citizens and leaders.

our animal neighbors: Jane Goodall: Animal Scientist and Friend: Read Along or
Enhanced eBook Connie Jankowski, 2024-02-13 Jane Goodall is the world’s leading authority on
chimpanzees. This inspiring biography will have readers engaged and delighted as they learn about
Goodall’s life as a primatologist amongst the chimps and how her incredible research changed the
way scientists view these amazing animals. Through vibrant photos, captivating facts, and
easy-to-read text, readers will discover such topics as ethology, extinction, field research, DNA, and
genes, as well as the various types of apes--from orangutans to gorillas. A captivating hands-on lab
activity is featured to encourage readers to explore other aspects of science!

our animal neighbors: Caring for Our Common Home Wright, Catherine, 2020 Caring for
Our Common Home connects the problems facing our common home with both the theology of
Laudato Si' and concrete, hope-filled activities Christians are undertaking to mitigate our ecological
crises and inspire the deep commitment to creation the gospel demands.

our animal neighbors: DelLand Maggi Smith Hall, Michael Justin Holder, 2003 Nestled in
Central Florida between the northerly flowing St. Johns River and the alluring beaches of the
Atlantic Ocean, DeLand has been described as the Athens of Florida. Founded in 1882, DeLand has
fought to maintain a small-town atmosphere even as development surrounds the tranquil city.
Balancing a strong sense of community with a willingness to allow progress to knock at its door,
DeLand is home to nationally ranked Stetson University, an assortment of inviting cafes, alluring
unique shops, determined mom-and-pop stores, and architecturally significant buildings.

our animal neighbors: Ancient Wisdom, Modern Hope James T. Powers, 2021-10-29 For
14,000 years, the Indigenous people of Southern New England survived and thrived despite
experiencing extreme and dramatic climate and environmental changes. Like our present and near
future, they faced dramatically warming temperatures that brought about a radical transformation
in the climate, ecology, and biodiversity of their environment. Why were they successful? Despite
enormous environmental challenges, they adapted and prospered because of their perception of and
conscious relationship with every single living and non-animate element within their environment.
Unlike our current society which views humanity as separate from nature and therefore free to
exploit all of creation for our benefit, Indigenous people understood deeply that we humans are part
of a web of interconnected and interdependent energy and consciousness within a Living Earth.
They lived in spiritual harmony with all of creation honoring all its aspects with gratitude and a
sense of reciprocity. If we embrace the perceptive and consciously interconnected view of all
creation that has sustained Indigenous people for thousands of years, we can begin a transformation
that will heal our relationship with the Living Earth for ourselves and future generations. The future
of life on the planet is up to us.
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