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Oscar Wilde Play The Importance of Being Earnest: A Brilliant Satire of Victorian Society

oscar wilde play the importance of being earnest stands as one of the most celebrated comedies in English
literature, renowned for its wit, humor, and sharp social commentary. First performed in 1895, this play
brilliantly captures the absurdities of Victorian society through a clever plot revolving around mistaken
identities, secret engagements, and the pursuit of love. Wilde’s unique style and playful language transform
what could be a simple farce into a timeless masterpiece that continues to entertain and provoke thought more
than a century later.

The Genius Behind Oscar Wilde Play The Importance of Being Earnest

Oscar Wilde was a master of satire and wordplay, and The Importance of Being Earnest is often considered his
crowning achievement in dramatic writing. The play showcases Wilde’s ability to turn social norms on their
head and expose the contradictions of the upper class with biting humor and elegance. Through sharp dialogue
and memorable characters, Wilde explores themes such as identity, marriage, and social expectations.

Wilde’s Use of Satire and Parody

One of the standout features of the oscar wilde play the importance of being earnest is its use of satire to
critique Victorian values. Wilde mocks the obsession with social status and the hypocrisy of the aristocracy
by exaggerating their manners and priorities. For instance, the characters’ fixation on trivialities—like the
importance of a name or the ridiculous rules governing courtship—highlights how superficial and arbitrary
societal conventions can be.

The play also parodies the melodramatic styles popular in the era’s theater, blending farce with clever
dialogue to keep audiences both laughing and thinking. Wilde’s witty epigrams and paradoxes have become some
of the most quoted lines in English literature, making the play a treasure trove of linguistic delight.

Plot Overview: A Comedy of Errors and Identity

At its core, oscar wilde play the importance of being earnest revolves around two young men, Jack Worthing
and Algernon Moncrieff, who both lead double lives to escape social obligations. Jack invents a fictitious
brother named Ernest to enjoy city life, while Algernon creates an imaginary invalid friend named Bunbury to
avoid unwanted social duties.

Key Characters and Their Roles

Jack Worthing: A responsible gentleman who pretends to have a brother named Ernest to escape his
country life.

Algernon Moncrieff: Jack’s friend who also leads a double life by inventing Bunbury.

Gwendolen Fairfax: Algernon’s cousin, who is obsessed with the name Ernest and idealizes it as a symbol
of earnestness.

Cecily Cardew: Jack’s ward, who becomes infatuated with the idea of Ernest before meeting Algernon



pretending to be him.

Lady Bracknell: Gwendolen’s mother, the embodiment of Victorian social rigidity and snobbery.

The confusion escalates when both men propose to women who insist on marrying someone named Ernest,
unaware of the deception. The comedic tension builds as identities are mistaken, lies unravel, and social
conventions are challenged.

Exploring Themes in Oscar Wilde Play The Importance of Being
Earnest

Beyond the laughs and witty banter, the play delves into serious themes that resonate even today.
Understanding these themes enhances appreciation for Wilde’s craftsmanship and the play’s enduring relevance.

Identity and Duality

The concept of “earnestness” in the play is a clever pun on the name Ernest and the quality of sincerity. The
characters’ double lives raise questions about authenticity and the masks people wear to fit societal
expectations. Wilde suggests that identity can be fluid and that strict social codes often force individuals
into inauthentic roles.

Marriage and Social Expectations

Marriage in The Importance of Being Earnest is portrayed with irony. Rather than a romantic union, it is often
depicted as a transaction influenced by wealth, status, and convenience. Lady Bracknell’s interrogation of
Jack’s suitability as a suitor satirizes the mercenary attitude toward marriage prevalent in Wilde’s time.

Class and Social Critique

The play pokes fun at the rigid class structure of Victorian England. Characters like Lady Bracknell symbolize
the gatekeepers of social status, while others use deception to navigate or escape these constraints. Wilde’s
subtle critique invites audiences to question the fairness and logic behind social hierarchies.

Why Oscar Wilde Play The Importance of Being Earnest Still
Matters

Over a century after its debut, this play remains extraordinarily relevant and popular. Its humor transcends
time, and its critique of societal norms continues to resonate in discussions about identity, class, and the
absurdities of social conventions.

Timeless Humor and Language

Wilde’s sparkling dialogue and memorable quotes keep the play fresh and engaging for modern audiences. Lines



such as “The truth is rarely pure and never simple” and “To lose one parent may be regarded as a misfortune; to
lose both looks like carelessness” showcase Wilde’s mastery of language and his ability to blend humor with
insight.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The importance of being earnest has inspired numerous adaptations across stage, film, and television. Its themes
and characters have been reinterpreted and celebrated worldwide, making it a staple in theatrical repertoires
and literature courses alike. The play’s ability to provoke laughter while encouraging critical reflection
cements its place in cultural history.

Tips for Enjoying or Studying The Play

Focus on the language: Pay attention to Wilde’s witty epigrams and puns, which are key to appreciating
the humor fully.

Understand the historical context: Learning about Victorian society’s values and restrictions enriches
your grasp of the satire.

Watch performances: The play’s comedic timing and character interactions come alive best on stage or
screen.

Explore character motivations: Consider how each character embodies or challenges social norms,
adding depth to the comedy.

Engaging with these aspects can transform a casual reading or viewing into a richer experience of Wilde’s
artistic genius.

Oscar Wilde play the importance of being earnest is more than just a humorous story of mistaken identities; it
is a brilliant commentary on social mores wrapped in delightful comedy. Its charm lies in its ability to entertain
while encouraging audiences to question the seriousness with which society treats issues of identity, class,
and love. Whether you’re a literature lover, a theater enthusiast, or simply someone looking for a witty and
thought-provoking play, Wilde’s work offers endless enjoyment and insight.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Oscar Wilde's play 'The Importance of Being
Earnest'?

The main theme of 'The Importance of Being Earnest' is the satire of Victorian society's emphasis on
superficiality, social status, and the triviality of earnestness and identity.

Who are the two main protagonists in 'The Importance of Being Earnest'?

The two main protagonists are Jack Worthing and Algernon Moncrieff, who both lead double lives to escape
social obligations.



How does Oscar Wilde use humor in 'The Importance of Being Earnest'?

Wilde uses wit, irony, and absurd situations to create humor, often mocking Victorian social conventions and
the seriousness with which people approach trivial matters.

What role does the concept of identity play in 'The Importance of Being
Earnest'?

Identity is central to the play, as characters create fake personas ('Ernest') to pursue love and freedom,
highlighting the fluidity and performative nature of social identity.

Why is the play titled 'The Importance of Being Earnest'?

The title is a pun on the name 'Ernest' and the adjective 'earnest,' emphasizing the play's exploration of sincerity
versus hypocrisy and the comedic confusion arising from mistaken identities.

How does the character Lady Bracknell contribute to the play's critique of
Victorian society?

Lady Bracknell embodies Victorian aristocratic values, often delivering absurd and rigid judgments on social
status and marriage, thus exposing the hypocrisy and superficiality of societal norms.

Additional Resources
Oscar Wilde Play The Importance of Being Earnest: A Timeless Satire of Victorian Society

oscar wilde play the importance of being earnest stands as one of the most celebrated works in the canon of
English literature, renowned for its sharp wit, social satire, and enduring commentary on identity and societal
norms. Premiering in London in 1895, this play encapsulates Wilde’s genius for blending humor with incisive
critique, making it a staple in theatrical repertoires and literary studies alike. As an intricate comedy of
manners, it dissects the pretensions and hypocrisies of Victorian society with a lightness that belies its
profound observations.

Oscar Wilde play the importance of being earnest operates on multiple levels — from the surface entertainment
of farcical situations and clever dialogue to a broader cultural examination of class, marriage, and identity.
The play’s sustained popularity and influence warrant a detailed exploration of its themes, characters, and
stylistic features, as well as its place within Wilde’s oeuvre and the wider context of late 19th-century
literature.

In-Depth Analysis of Oscar Wilde Play The Importance of Being
Earnest

At its core, The Importance of Being Earnest is a comedy of errors revolving around mistaken identities and
fabricated personas. The narrative centers on two protagonists, Jack Worthing and Algernon Moncrieff, who
invent alter egos named “Ernest” to escape their social obligations and pursue romantic interests. This
duplicity leads to a cascade of misunderstandings, exposing the absurdities of rigid social codes and the
superficiality embedded in aristocratic values.

Wilde’s mastery is evident in how he uses humor not merely for amusement but as a tool of social commentary.
The play’s dialogue is peppered with paradoxes and epigrams, many of which have become iconic lines illustrating
Wilde’s unique voice. For example, Algernon’s quip, “The truth is rarely pure and never simple,” encapsulates
the central motif of deception and the fluid nature of truth within the social milieu.



Thematic Exploration: Identity, Marriage, and Society

One of the dominant themes in Oscar Wilde play the importance of being earnest is the exploration of identity
and the performative aspects of social roles. The characters’ adoption of false identities underscores the
tension between individual desires and societal expectations. Jack’s fabricated brother “Ernest” serves as a
convenient excuse to lead a double life, highlighting the restrictive nature of Victorian morality.

Marriage, a key social institution in the period, is treated with both reverence and ridicule. Wilde satirizes the
transactional and often superficial nature of matrimonial alliances, particularly among the upper classes.
The character of Lady Bracknell epitomizes this attitude, with her famous interrogation of Jack’s suitability
as a suitor focusing on wealth, lineage, and social standing rather than personal merit or affection.

Furthermore, Wilde critiques the Victorian obsession with appearances and propriety. The play’s setting
alternates between the city and the country, symbolizing the contrast between public facades and private
realities. This duality is reflected in the characters’ behavior and the plot’s unfolding, revealing the
performative dimension of social interactions.

Structural and Stylistic Features

Oscar Wilde play the importance of being earnest showcases his flair for linguistic precision and theatrical
craftsmanship. Structured in three acts, the play maintains a brisk pace, balancing comedic timing with moments
of revelation. Wilde’s use of irony permeates the text, often subverting the audience’s expectations and
reinforcing the absurdity of social conventions.

The dialogue is characterized by its epigrammatic style—concise, witty statements that often carry layered
meanings. This linguistic economy enhances the play’s memorability and impact. For instance, the recurring pun on
the name “Ernest” serves both as a literal identifier and a symbol of earnestness, sincerity, and social
respectability, themes that the characters ironically fail to embody.

Wilde’s characters are deliberately exaggerated archetypes, enabling a satirical examination without the
constraints of psychological realism. Lady Bracknell’s imperious demeanor and rigid worldview contrast
sharply with the younger characters’ romantic idealism and rebellion against convention, creating dramatic
tension and comedic effect.

Oscar Wilde Play The Importance of Being Earnest in Context

Understanding The Importance of Being Earnest requires situating it within the broader cultural and literary
context of the late Victorian era. The play emerged at a time when England grappled with shifting social
values, including challenges to class hierarchies, gender roles, and moral codes. Wilde’s work reflects and
critiques these tensions through its incisive humor and social observation.

Comparatively, unlike the more somber realist dramas of contemporaries such as George Bernard Shaw or Henrik
Ibsen, Wilde’s play embraces the aesthetics of the “comedy of manners,” focusing on style, wit, and satire
rather than social reform or psychological depth. This approach allowed Wilde to veil his critique within
humor, making it both palatable and provocative.

The play’s initial reception was mixed; while audiences delighted in its humor, some critics viewed it as trivial or
frivolous. However, its enduring appeal lies in its ability to resonate across different eras, with modern
productions often highlighting its subversive undertones related to identity, sexuality, and social hypocrisy.



Legacy and Influence

Oscar Wilde play the importance of being earnest has influenced countless playwrights, filmmakers, and
writers. Its themes of identity performance and social satire find echoes in modern works addressing the
construction of self and societal expectations. The play’s continued staging worldwide attests to its
universal relevance and entertainment value.

In educational settings, it serves as a rich text for analyzing Victorian culture, literary techniques, and the
interplay between humor and critique. The play’s adaptability also allows for innovative interpretations,
including gender-bending productions and contemporary reimaginings that underscore its thematic flexibility.

Pros and Cons of Wilde’s Approach in The Importance of Being Earnest

Pros: The play’s sharp wit and memorable dialogue make it highly engaging and accessible. Its satirical
lens provides insightful commentary on societal norms without didacticism. The brevity and structure
maintain dramatic tension and humor effectively.

Cons: The reliance on stereotypes and archetypes may limit character depth for some audiences seeking
psychological realism. Some of the social commentary might be less impactful to contemporary viewers
unfamiliar with Victorian contexts. Additionally, the play’s humor can occasionally appear dated or
reliant on period-specific social mores.

Oscar Wilde play the importance of being earnest remains a cornerstone of English comedic theatre, offering a
unique blend of entertainment and intellectual engagement. Its deft interplay of themes, style, and social
critique ensures that it will continue to captivate scholars, theatre practitioners, and audiences for
generations to come.

Oscar Wilde Play The Importance Of Being Earnest

  oscar wilde play the importance of being earnest: The Importance of Being Earnest Oscar
Wilde, 1899 Subtitled “A Trivial Comedy for Serious People,” Wilde’s play is a brilliantly satirical
comedy of manners, sending up the absurdity of Victorian social mores and cleverly critiquing the
conventions of love and marriage. The tale of two gentlemen who adopt fictitious identities in order
to woo the objects of their affections is Wilde’s most beloved work, considered to be one of the
wittiest plays ever written in English. The glowing critical reception in London on opening night at
the St. James Theater in 1895 marked the high point of Wilde’s career as a writer.
  oscar wilde play the importance of being earnest: The Importance of Being Earnest Oscar
Wilde, 1994 Theatre program.
  oscar wilde play the importance of being earnest: The Importance of Being Earnest and
Other Plays Oscar Wilde, 1998 Oscar Wilde was already one of the best known literary figures in
Britain when he was persuaded to turn his extraordinary talents to the theatre. Between 1891 and
1895 he produced a sequence of distinctive plays which spearheaded the dramatic renaissance of
the 1890s and retain their power today. The social comedies, Lady Windermere's Fan, A Woman of
No Importance, and An Ideal Husband, offer a moving as well as witty dissection of society and its
morals, with a sharp focus on sexual politics. By contrast, the experimental, symbolist Salome,
written originally in French, was banned for public performance by the English censor. His final
dramatic triumph was his `trivial' comedy for serious people, The Importance of Being Earnest'
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arguably the greatest farcical comedy in English. Under the General Editorship of Dr Michael
Cordner of the University of York, the texts of the plays have been newly edited and are presented
with modernized spelling and punctuation. In addition, there is a scholarly introduction and detailed
annotation.
  oscar wilde play the importance of being earnest: The Importance of Being Earnest: A
Trivial Comedy For Serious People Oscar Wilde, 2021-01-01 The Importance of Being Earnest, A
Trivial Comedy for Serious People is a play by Oscar Wilde. First performed on 14 February 1895 at
the St James's Theatre in London, it is a farcical comedy.
  oscar wilde play the importance of being earnest: The Importance of Being Earnest
Oscar Wilde, 2015-10-11 A farce, one of the best ever written, cleverly constructed and delightfully
amusing. There is only the slightest attempt at the sketching of character, while most of the
personages are at best but caricatures; the Wilde's skill is brought to bear chiefly upon the situations
and the lines. It so happens that this farce contains more clever lines, puns, epigrams, and deft
repartees than any other of modern times, but these are after all accessory. A farce may be written
without these additions--it might well be pure pantomime. Wilde has thrown them in for full
measure.
  oscar wilde play the importance of being earnest: The Importance of Being Earnest by
Oscar Wilde (Humorous Play) Annotated Oscar Wilde, 2020-05-17 This lighthearted play tells the
farcical tale of Jack Worthing and Algernon Montcrieff--two men who falsely claim to be named
Ernest when they fall in love with two women whose affections are illogically but irrevocably tied to
the name.The Importance of Being Earnest was popular upon its debut in 1895. It was not until the
twentieth century that Wilde's work was once again recognized both for its literary worth and
comedic genius, and subsequently The Importance of Being Earnest has been adapted many times
for film and theatre, most recently in the 2002 film starring Colin Firth, Rupert Everett, Reese
Witherspoon, and Dame Judy Dench.
  oscar wilde play the importance of being earnest: The Importance of Being Earnest Oscar
Wilde, 2018-08-08 The Importance of Being Earnest, A Trivial Comedy for Serious People is a play
by: Oscar Wilde. First performed on 14 February 1895 at the St James's Theatre in London.
  oscar wilde play the importance of being earnest: The Importance of Being Earnest By
Oscar Wilde "The Annotated Edition" Oscar Wilde, 2020-06-23 The Importance of Being Earnest By
Oscar WildeThis lighthearted play tells the farcical tale of Jack Worthing and Algernon
Montcrieff-two men who falsely claim to be named Ernest when they fall in love with two women
whose affections are illogically but irrevocably tied to the name.The Importance of Being Earnest
was popular upon its debut in 1895. It was not until the twentieth century that Wilde's work was
once again recognized both for its literary worth and comedic genius, and subsequently The
Importance of Being Earnest has been adapted many times for film and theatre, most recently in the
2002 film starring Colin Firth, Rupert Everett, Reese Witherspoon, and Dame Judy Dench.
  oscar wilde play the importance of being earnest: The Importance of Being Earnest by
Oscar Wilde (Humorous Play) Annotated Classic Volume Oscar Wilde, 2020-05-17 This
lighthearted play tells the farcical tale of Jack Worthing and Algernon Montcrieff--two men who
falsely claim to be named Ernest when they fall in love with two women whose affections are
illogically but irrevocably tied to the name.The Importance of Being Earnest was popular upon its
debut in 1895. It was not until the twentieth century that Wilde's work was once again recognized
both for its literary worth and comedic genius, and subsequently The Importance of Being Earnest
has been adapted many times for film and theatre, most recently in the 2002 film starring Colin
Firth, Rupert Everett, Reese Witherspoon, and Dame Judy Dench.
  oscar wilde play the importance of being earnest: The Importance of Being Earnest Oscar
Wilde, 2015-03-30 The Importance of Being Earnest, A Trivial Comedy for Serious People is a play by
Oscar Wilde. First performed in 1895, the play is a satire of Victorian culture and social obligations.
This play is witty and funny and is the most popular and enduring of Oscar Wilde's plays. This Xist
Classics edition has been professionally formatted for e-readers with a linked table of contents. This



eBook also contains a bonus book club leadership guide and discussion questions. We hope you’ll
share this book with your friends, neighbors and colleagues and can’t wait to hear what you have to
say about it. Xist Publishing is a digital-first publisher. Xist Publishing creates books for the
touchscreen generation and is dedicated to helping everyone develop a lifetime love of reading, no
matter what form it takes
  oscar wilde play the importance of being earnest: The Importance of Being Earnest by
Oscar Wilde (Humorous Play) Annotated Classic Edition Oscar Wilde, 2020-05-17 This lighthearted
play tells the farcical tale of Jack Worthing and Algernon Montcrieff--two men who falsely claim to be
named Ernest when they fall in love with two women whose affections are illogically but irrevocably
tied to the name.The Importance of Being Earnest was popular upon its debut in 1895. It was not
until the twentieth century that Wilde's work was once again recognized both for its literary worth
and comedic genius, and subsequently The Importance of Being Earnest has been adapted many
times for film and theatre, most recently in the 2002 film starring Colin Firth, Rupert Everett, Reese
Witherspoon, and Dame Judy Dench.
  oscar wilde play the importance of being earnest: The Importance of Being Earnest By
Oscar Wilde The New Annotated Edition Oscar Wilde, 2020-04-24 The Importance of Being Earnest
was popular upon its debut in 1895. It was not until the twentieth century that Wilde's work was
once again recognized both for its literary worth and comedic genius, and subsequently The
Importance of Being Earnest has been adapted many times for film and theatre, most recently in the
2002 film starring Colin Firth, Rupert Everett, Reese Witherspoon, and Dame Judy Dench.
  oscar wilde play the importance of being earnest: The Importance of Being Earnest by
Oscar Wilde Comedy Play (Annotated) Oscar Wilde, 2020-04-23 This lighthearted play tells the
farcical tale of Jack Worthing and Algernon Montcrieff--two men who falsely claim to be named
Ernest when they fall in love with two women whose affections are illogically but irrevocably tied to
the name.The Importance of Being Earnest was popular upon its debut in 1895. It was not until the
twentieth century that Wilde's work was once again recognized both for its literary worth and
comedic genius, and subsequently The Importance of Being Earnest has been adapted many times
for film and theatre, most recently in the 2002 film starring Colin Firth, Rupert Everett, Reese
Witherspoon, and Dame Judy Dench.
  oscar wilde play the importance of being earnest: The Importance of Being Earnest
Oscar Wilde, 2018-01-09 The controversial comedic play from a master dramatist that shattered
social conventions in England. Oscar Wilde’s most brilliant tour de force, a witty and buoyant
comedy of manners, has delighted millions with countless productions since its first performance at
London’s St. James’ Theatre in 1895. The Importance of Being Earnest is celebrated not only for the
lighthearted ingenuity of its plot, but also for its inspired dialogue, rich with scintillating epigrams
still savored by all who enjoy artful conversation. From the play’s effervescent beginnings in
Algernon Moncrieff’s London flat to its hilarious denouement in the drawing room of Jack Worthing’s
country manor in Hertfordshire, this comic masterpiece keeps audiences breathlessly anticipating
new bons mots and fresh plot twists from moment to moment. This ebook has been professionally
proofread to ensure accuracy and readability on all devices.
  oscar wilde play the importance of being earnest: The Importance of Being Earnest -
Oscar Wilde Harold Bloom, 2013 Provides a collection of critical essays on Wilde's comedic play
The Importance of Being Earnest arranged in chronological order of publication.
  oscar wilde play the importance of being earnest: The Importance of Being Earnest by
Oscar Wilde Oscar Wilde, 2021-05-11 Here is Oscar Wilde's most brilliant tour de force, a witty and
buoyant comedy of manners that has delighted millions in countless productions since its first
performance in London's St. James' Theatre on February 14, 1895. The Importance of Being Earnest
is celebrated not only for the lighthearted ingenuity of its plot, but for its inspired dialogue, rich with
scintillating epigrams still savored by all who enjoy artful conversation.From the play's effervescent
beginnings in Algernon Moncrieff's London flat to its hilarious denouement in the drawing room of
Jack Worthing's country manor in Hertfordshire, this comic masterpiece keeps audiences



breathlessly anticipating a new bon mot or a fresh twist of plot moment to moment.
  oscar wilde play the importance of being earnest: The Importance of Being Earnest
Oscar Wilde, 2016-12-09 Why buy our paperbacks? Standard Font size of 10 for all books High
Quality Paper Fulfilled by Amazon Expedited shipping 30 Days Money Back Guarantee BEWARE of
Low-quality sellers Don't buy cheap paperbacks just to save a few dollars. Most of them use
low-quality papers & binding. Their pages fall off easily. Some of them even use very small font size
of 6 or less to increase their profit margin. It makes their books completely unreadable. How is this
book unique? Unabridged (100% Original content) Font adjustments & biography included
Illustrated About The Importance Of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde The Importance of Being
Earnest, A Trivial Comedy for Serious People is a play by Oscar Wilde. First performed on 14
February 1895 at the St James's Theatre in London, it is a farcical comedy in which the protagonists
maintain fictitious person� to escape burdensome social obligations. Working within the social
conventions of late Victorian London, the play's major themes are the triviality with which it treats
institutions as serious as marriage, and the resulting satire of Victorian ways. Contemporary reviews
all praised the play's humour, though some were cautious about its explicit lack of social messages,
while others foresaw the modern consensus that it was the culmination of Wilde's artistic career so
far. Its high farce and witty dialogue have helped make The Importance of Being Earnest Wilde's
most enduringly popular play. The successful opening night marked the climax of Wilde's career but
also heralded his downfall. The Marquess of Queensberry, whose son Lord Alfred Douglas was
Wilde's lover, planned to present the writer with a bouquet of rotten vegetables and disrupt the
show. Wilde was tipped off and Queensberry was refused admission. Soon afterwards their feud
came to a climax in court, where Wilde's homosexual double life was revealed to the Victorian public
and he was eventually sentenced to imprisonment. His notoriety caused the play, despite its early
success, to be closed after 86 performances. After his release, he published the play from exile in
Paris, but he wrote no further comic or dramatic work. The Importance of Being Earnest has been
revived many times since its premiere. It has been adapted for the cinema on three occasions. In The
Importance of Being Earnest (1952), Dame Edith Evans reprised her celebrated interpretation of
Lady Bracknell; The Importance of Being Earnest (1992) by Kurt Baker used an all-black cast; and
Oliver Parker's The Importance of Being Earnest (2002) incorporated some of Wilde's original
material cut during the preparation of the original stage production.
  oscar wilde play the importance of being earnest: The Importance of Being Earnest by
Oscar Wilde New Annotated Edition Oscar Wilde, 2020-05-07 The Importance of Being Earnest was
popular upon its debut in 1895. It was not until the twentieth century that Wilde's work was once
again recognized both for its literary worth and comedic genius, and subsequently The Importance
of Being Earnest has been adapted many times for film and theatre, most recently in the 2002 film
starring Colin Firth, Rupert Everett, Reese Witherspoon, and Dame Judy Dench.
  oscar wilde play the importance of being earnest: The Importance of Being Earnest by
Oscar Wilde (Annotated) Comedy for Serious People Oscar Wilde, 2020-04-23 This lighthearted
play tells the farcical tale of Jack Worthing and Algernon Montcrieff--two men who falsely claim to be
named Ernest when they fall in love with two women whose affections are illogically but irrevocably
tied to the name.The Importance of Being Earnest was popular upon its debut in 1895. It was not
until the twentieth century that Wilde's work was once again recognized both for its literary worth
and comedic genius, and subsequently The Importance of Being Earnest has been adapted many
times for film and theatre, most recently in the 2002 film starring Colin Firth, Rupert Everett, Reese
Witherspoon, and Dame Judy Dench.
  oscar wilde play the importance of being earnest: The Importance of Being Earnest by
Oscar Wilde the New Annotated Literary Version Oscar Wilde, 2020-04-24 The Importance of
Being Earnest was popular upon its debut in 1895. It was not until the twentieth century that Wilde's
work was once again recognized both for its literary worth and comedic genius, and subsequently
The Importance of Being Earnest has been adapted many times for film and theatre, most recently in
the 2002 film starring Colin Firth, Rupert Everett, Reese Witherspoon, and Dame Judy Dench.
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