history of the navajo nation

History of the Navajo Nation: A Journey Through Time and Resilience

history of the navajo nation is a rich tapestry woven with stories of survival, cultural
pride, and adaptation. It is a narrative that spans centuries, highlighting the evolution of
one of the largest Native American tribes in the United States. The Navajo Nation, known
for its vast reservation spanning parts of Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah, carries a legacy
that goes far beyond its modern boundaries. Understanding this history not only reveals
the tribe’s resilience but also offers insights into their vibrant culture, language, and
traditions that continue to thrive today.

Origins and Early History of the Navajo Nation

The Navajo people, or Diné as they call themselves, trace their roots back several
centuries. Anthropologists and historians suggest that the Navajo migrated from
northwestern Canada and Alaska, moving southward over generations. By the 15th
century, they had settled in the Southwest region of North America, an area that would
become their ancestral homeland.

The Navajo Arrival in the Southwest

When the Navajo arrived in the Southwest, they encountered existing Pueblo cultures and
other indigenous groups. This encounter was not just a clash of territories but also an
exchange of ideas and customs. The Navajo adopted agricultural practices from the
Pueblo peoples, learned about irrigation, and integrated sheep herding, which became a
cornerstone of Navajo economy and culture.

Language and Cultural Development

One of the most distinctive features of the Navajo Nation is its language, part of the
Athabaskan language family. The Navajo language is complex and rich, playing a crucial
role in preserving the tribe’s identity. It was orally transmitted across generations,
carrying stories, history, and spiritual beliefs. This linguistic heritage was central to the
tribe’s cohesion, especially during times of external pressures and conflicts.

Impact of European Contact and Colonization

The history of the Navajo Nation took a dramatic turn with the arrival of Spanish explorers
and settlers in the 16th century. The Spanish introduced horses, new weapons, and
Christianity, which significantly altered Navajo society.



Spanish Influence and Early Conflicts

Initially, interactions between the Navajo and Spanish were a mix of trade and conflict.
The introduction of horses revolutionized Navajo hunting and warfare but also brought
new challenges. Spanish colonial authorities attempted to impose control through
missions and forced labor, leading to periods of resistance by the Navajo.

Encounters with the United States Government

Following Mexican independence and later U.S. expansion, the Navajo faced increasing
pressure. The 19th century was marked by numerous conflicts, including the infamous
“Long Walk” — a forced relocation of thousands of Navajo people by the U.S. Army to a
reservation far from their homeland.

The Long Walk and Its Aftermath: A Pivotal
Chapter

The Long Walk (1863-1868) is perhaps the most harrowing episode in the history of the
Navajo Nation. It involved the forced march of approximately 8,000 Navajo men, women,
and children over 300 miles to Bosque Redondo, a desolate reservation in eastern New
Mexico.

The Ordeal at Bosque Redondo

Life at Bosque Redondo was harsh and unsustainable. The land was unsuitable for
farming, water was scarce, and Navajo people suffered from disease and starvation.
Despite these hardships, the Navajo maintained their cultural practices and community
bonds, refusing to let their identity be erased.

Return to the Homeland

After years of suffering, the U.S. government signed a treaty in 1868 allowing the Navajo
to return to a portion of their original homeland. This treaty laid the foundation for the
modern Navajo Nation. It marked a turning point where the tribe began rebuilding their
society, economy, and governance structures.

Rebuilding and Sovereignty in the 20th Century

The 20th century was a period of significant transformation for the Navajo Nation. They



worked tirelessly to reclaim their land, develop infrastructure, and assert sovereignty.

Establishment of the Navajo Tribal Government

In 1923, the Navajo Nation formally established a tribal government to manage their
affairs and represent their interests. This government evolved over time, eventually
gaining recognition as a sovereign entity with the power to enact laws, manage natural
resources, and promote economic development.

Economic and Cultural Revival

During this period, the Navajo Nation revitalized traditional crafts such as weaving and
silverwork, which became not only cultural expressions but also vital economic activities.
The discovery of natural resources like coal and uranium brought new economic
opportunities, albeit with environmental and health challenges.

The Role of Navajo Code Talkers in World War 11

One of the most remarkable contributions of the Navajo Nation to American history came
during World War II. Navajo Code Talkers used their native language to create an
unbreakable code that played a crucial role in U.S. military communications.

Creation of the Navajo Code

The complexity and uniqueness of the Navajo language made it an ideal choice for secret
communication. The code talkers developed a dictionary of terms and phrases used
exclusively for military operations, ensuring that Allied messages remained indecipherable
to enemies.

Legacy and Recognition

The bravery and ingenuity of the Navajo Code Talkers were not widely recognized until
decades after the war. Today, they are celebrated as heroes, and their story is a source of
immense pride within the Navajo Nation and beyond.

Modern Challenges and Cultural Preservation

The history of the Navajo Nation is not just about past struggles; it’s also about ongoing
efforts to preserve culture and address contemporary issues.



Language and Education

Efforts to preserve the Navajo language are more vital than ever. Schools within the
reservation incorporate bilingual education programs, and there are initiatives to teach
the language to younger generations through technology and community programs.

Environmental and Health Concerns

The legacy of mining and resource extraction has left environmental scars on Navajo
lands, leading to health issues and advocacy for cleanup and sustainable development. The
Navajo Nation actively participates in environmental protection to safeguard their land for
future generations.

Understanding the Enduring Spirit of the Navajo
Nation

The history of the Navajo Nation is a testament to resilience, adaptation, and cultural
pride. From ancient migrations and encounters with European settlers to modern
sovereignty and cultural revival, the Navajo people have continually navigated challenges
with strength and dignity. Today, the Navajo Nation stands as a vibrant and dynamic
community that honors its past while looking forward to a hopeful future. Exploring this
history offers a deeper appreciation for the enduring spirit that defines the Navajo people
and their homeland.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the Navajo Nation?

The Navajo Nation originated from the Athabaskan-speaking peoples who migrated from
northwestern Canada and Alaska to the southwestern United States around 1400 AD,
eventually settling in the Four Corners region.

How did the Navajo people get their name?

The name 'Navajo' is derived from a Tewa Pueblo word 'Navahu,' meaning 'large field' or
'‘farm fields in the valley,' which Spanish settlers adopted to refer to the people living in
the area.

What was the impact of Spanish colonization on the
Navajo Nation?

Spanish colonization introduced new technologies, horses, and sheep to the Navajo, but



also led to conflict, forced labor, and cultural changes. The Navajo adapted by
incorporating new elements into their culture while resisting Spanish domination.

What was the Long Walk of the Navajo?

The Long Walk refers to the forced relocation of the Navajo people by the U.S.
government in 1864, where over 8,000 Navajo were marched over 300 miles to the Bosque
Redondo reservation in New Mexico, resulting in significant hardship and loss of life.

How did the Navajo Nation regain its land after the
Long Walk?

In 1868, the U.S. government signed a treaty allowing the Navajo to return to a portion of
their original homeland, marking the establishment of the Navajo Reservation and the
beginning of rebuilding their community.

What role did the Navajo Code Talkers play in history?

During World War II, Navajo Code Talkers used their native language to develop an
unbreakable code for secure military communications, significantly contributing to Allied
victory and highlighting the importance of Navajo culture in modern history.

How has the Navajo Nation government evolved over
time?

The Navajo Nation developed a formal government system with a constitution ratified in
1923 and revised in 1991, establishing executive, legislative, and judicial branches to self-
govern and manage their affairs.

What are some key cultural traditions that have
persisted in the Navajo Nation?

Key cultural traditions include the Navajo language, weaving, sand painting, ceremonies
like the Kinaaldd coming-of-age ritual, and a strong connection to the land and nature, all
of which continue to be vital to Navajo identity today.

Additional Resources
History of the Navajo Nation: An In-Depth Exploration of Its Origins and Evolution

history of the navajo nation is a story marked by resilience, cultural richness, and
complex interactions with colonial forces and the United States government. The Navajo
Nation, known in their own language as Diné Bikéyah, represents the largest federally
recognized Native American tribe in the United States, both in terms of population and
land area. Understanding the history of the Navajo Nation requires a deep dive into their
ancestral origins, cultural transformations, forced relocations, and modern-day
sovereignty efforts.



Origins and Early History of the Navajo Nation

The Navajo people are part of the Athabaskan linguistic group, which migrated southward
from the subarctic regions of North America. Archaeological and linguistic evidence
suggests that the Navajo arrived in the Southwest around the 15th century, settling in
present-day Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah. Their early history is characterized by
adaptation to the arid environment and the development of a unique culture influenced by
neighboring Pueblo peoples.

The Navajo were traditionally semi-nomadic, relying on hunting, gathering, and later
sheep herding introduced by Spanish colonizers in the 17th century. Their social structure
was clan-based, with complex kinship systems that governed marriage, inheritance, and
social responsibilities. The Navajo developed distinctive artistic traditions, including
weaving, silversmithing, and sand painting, which remain culturally significant today.

Impact of Spanish and Mexican Rule

The arrival of Spanish explorers in the 16th century marked the beginning of profound
changes for the Navajo. Spanish colonization introduced new livestock such as sheep and
horses, which transformed Navajo economic and social life. However, it also brought
conflict, as Spanish attempts to impose Catholicism and control over land led to violent
clashes.

During the Mexican period (1821-1846), the Navajo continued to encounter hostilities,
including raids and retaliations. Despite these challenges, the Navajo adapted by
integrating new trade goods and forging strategic alliances with neighboring tribes. The
Mexican era also saw increased pressure on Navajo lands, setting the stage for future
conflicts with the expanding United States.

The Navajo Nation and United States Relations

Following the U.S. acquisition of the Southwest after the Mexican-American War
(1846-1848), the Navajo faced new challenges. The U.S. government pursued policies
aimed at relocating Native American tribes and opening their lands to settlers. This period
is crucial in the history of the Navajo Nation, marked by forced removals, military
campaigns, and treaty negotiations.

The Long Walk and Forced Relocation

One of the darkest chapters in the history of the Navajo Nation is the Long Walk of 1864.
In an effort to subdue the Navajo and open their territory to settlers, the U.S. military, led
by Colonel Kit Carson, conducted scorched-earth campaigns against Navajo homes and
crops. Subsequently, approximately 8,000 Navajo were forced to march over 300 miles to
the Bosque Redondo reservation in eastern New Mexico.



The conditions at Bosque Redondo were harsh, with inadequate water, poor soil, and
insufficient food supplies leading to significant suffering and death. After four years, the
U.S. government acknowledged the failure of the reservation experiment and permitted
the Navajo to return to a portion of their ancestral lands with the signing of the Treaty of
1868.

Rebuilding and Sovereignty

The Treaty of 1868 marked a turning point, allowing the Navajo to reestablish their
presence in the Four Corners region. Over the following decades, the Navajo Nation
gradually rebuilt its communities, economy, and political institutions. Sheep herding,
weaving, and trading became vital economic activities.

In the 20th century, the Navajo Nation gained further recognition and control over their
affairs. The Indian Reorganization Act of 1934 encouraged tribal self-governance, leading
to the establishment of a tribal government with executive and legislative branches.
Today, the Navajo Nation operates its own police force, courts, and educational system,
exercising a degree of sovereignty within the United States.

Cultural Resilience and Modern Developments

The history of the Navajo Nation is not only a tale of survival but also of cultural
resilience. Despite centuries of external pressures, the Navajo have preserved their
language, traditions, and spiritual practices. The Navajo language, Diné Bizaad, remains
widely spoken and is a key component of cultural identity.

Role During World War II and the Code Talkers

An often-highlighted aspect of Navajo history is the role of Navajo Code Talkers during
World War II. The U.S. Marine Corps recruited Navajo speakers to develop an
unbreakable code based on their language, which played a crucial role in secure
communications in the Pacific Theater. This contribution brought national recognition to
the Navajo people and underscored the importance of their linguistic heritage.

Economic and Social Challenges

Despite significant achievements, the Navajo Nation faces ongoing economic and social
challenges. The reservation remains one of the poorest regions in the United States,
grappling with issues such as unemployment, limited infrastructure, and health
disparities. Efforts to improve education, healthcare, and economic development are
ongoing, often balancing traditional values with contemporary needs.



Geographical and Political Features of the Navajo
Nation

The Navajo Nation spans approximately 27,000 square miles across Arizona, New Mexico,
and Utah, making it the largest Native American reservation by land area. This vast
territory encompasses diverse landscapes, including deserts, mountains, and forests,
which have shaped Navajo life and culture.

Politically, the Navajo Nation is governed by a Tribal Council and an elected President,
reflecting a hybrid system blending traditional governance with modern democratic
structures. The Nation maintains a complex relationship with federal and state
governments, managing issues related to land rights, resource management, and legal
jurisdiction.

Natural Resources and Environmental Stewardship

Natural resources such as coal, uranium, and natural gas have been extracted from
Navajo lands, providing economic benefits but also raising environmental and health
concerns. The Navajo Nation has increasingly emphasized sustainable development and
environmental stewardship, seeking to protect sacred sites and promote renewable energy
projects.

Legacy and Continuing Evolution

The history of the Navajo Nation continues to evolve as the tribe navigates contemporary
challenges and opportunities. Cultural preservation initiatives, economic diversification,
and political advocacy remain central to the Navajo vision for the future. The Nation’s
story reflects a broader narrative of Indigenous resilience and adaptation in the face of
historical adversity.

Understanding the history of the Navajo Nation offers valuable insights into the
complexities of Native American experiences in the United States. It highlights the
importance of sovereignty, cultural identity, and the ongoing pursuit of justice and self-
determination.

History Of The Navajo Nation

history of the navajo nation: Diné Peter Iverson, 2002-08-28 The most complete and current
history of the largest American Indian nation in the U.S., based on extensive new archival research,
traditional histories, interviews, and personal observation.

history of the navajo nation: The Navajo Nation Peter Iverson, 1983 Issues facing the Navajo
reservation from 1920-1980.



https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-177/history-of-the-navajo-nation.pdf

history of the navajo nation: The Navgjo Jennifer R. Denetdale, 2025-08 The traditions,
culture, and history of the Navajo Nation are showcased through engaging text, sidebars, activities,
maps, and more.

history of the navajo nation: A History of the Navajos Garrick Alan Bailey, Roberta Glenn
Bailey, 1999 When ethnohistorians Garrick and Roberta Bailey arrived in Farmington, New Mexico,
in 1977 to conduct field research on the Navajos, they soon realized the truth of what they had been
told by members of other tribes: Navajos weren't like other Indians. While many Native Americans
have subordinated their tribal identity to their identity as Indians, unique historical circumstances
have allowed the Navajos to maintain their uniqueness. A History of the Navajos examines these
circumstances over the century and more that the tribe has lived on the reservation. In 1868, the
year that the United States government released the Navajos from four years of imprisonment at
Bosque Redondo and created the Navajo reservation, their very survival was in doubt. In spite of
conflicts over land and administrative control, by the 1890s they had achieved a greater level of
prosperity than at any previous time in their history. Economic disasters such as the drought of the
1890s and the government's program of livestock reduction in the 1930s did not compromise their
rural integrity. Through two world wars, the change from a herding to a wage economy, the coming
of the white man's schools and religions, and a growing desire on the part of young people to own
the goods and emulate the ways of the predominant culture, Navajo social identity remains intact. As
one of the authors' informants put it, They're still Navajos.

history of the navajo nation: Navajo History Ethelou Yazzie, 1982 A history of the Navajos
from their mythological and prehistoric beginnings to the present, written by and for the Navajo
people.

history of the navajo nation: Under Sacred Ground Kathleen P. Chamberlain, 2000 Navajo
was set against Navajo in disputes over lifeways and identity of the Dine people. This book is also an
assessment of the price the land and culture of the Navajo ultimately paid for oil. Sadly, greater
involvement in Anglo society meant less reverence for the land and sacred sites of the Dine.--Jacket.

history of the navajo nation: Reclaiming DinZ History Jennifer Denetdale, 2007-06 In this
groundbreaking book, the first Navajo to earn a doctorate in history seeks to rewrite Navajo history.
Reared on the Navajo Nation in New Mexico and Arizona, Jennifer Nez Denetdale is the
great-great-great-granddaughter of a well-known Navajo chief, Manuelito (1816D1894), and his
nearly unknown wife, Juanita (1845D1910). Stimulated in part by seeing photographs of these
ancestors, she began to explore her family history as a way of examining broader issues in Navajo
historiography. Here she presents a thought-provoking examination of the construction of the
history of the Navajo people (DinZ, in the Navajo language) that underlines the dichotomy between
Navajo and non-Navajo perspectives on the DinZ past. Reclaiming DinZ History has two primary
objectives. First, Denetdale interrogates histories that privilege Manuelito and marginalize Juanita in
order to demonstrate some of the ways that writing about the DinZ has been biased by non-Navajo
views of assimilation and gender. Second, she reveals how Navajo narratives, including oral histories
and stories kept by matrilineal clans, serve as vehicles to convey Navajo beliefs and values. By
scrutinizing stories about Juanita, she both underscores the centrality of womenOs roles in Navajo
society and illustrates how oral tradition has been used to organize social units, connect Navajos to
the land, and interpret the past. She argues that these same stories, read with an awareness of
Navajo creation narratives, reveal previously unrecognized Navajo perspectives on the past. And she
contends that a similarly culture-sensitive re-viewing of the DinZ can lead to the production of a
Navajo-centered history.

history of the navajo nation: A History of Navajo Nation Education Wendy Shelly Greyeyes,
2022-03-01 A History of Navajo Nation Education: Disentangling Our Sovereign Body unravels the
tangle of federal and state education programs that have been imposed on Navajo people and
illuminates the ongoing efforts by tribal communities to transfer state authority over Diné education
to the Navajo Nation. On the heels of the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the Department of
Diné Education, this important education history explains how the current Navajo educational



system is a complex terrain of power relationships, competing agendas, and jurisdictional battles
influenced by colonial pressures and tribal resistance. An iron grip of colonial domination over
Navajo education remains, thus inhibiting a unified path toward educational sovereignty. In
providing the historical roots to today’s challenges, Wendy Shelly Greyeyes clears the path and
provides a go-to reference to move discussions forward.

history of the navajo nation: A Diné History of Navajoland Klara Kelley, Harris Francis,
2019-10-22 For the first time, a sweeping history of the Diné that is foregrounded in oral tradition.
Authors Klara Kelley and Harris Francis share Diné history from pre-Columbian time to the present,
using ethnographic interviews in which Navajo people reveal their oral histories on key events such
as Athabaskan migrations, trading and trails, Diné clans, the Long Walk of 1864, and the struggle to
keep their culture alive under colonizers who brought the railroad, coal mining, trading posts, and,
finally, climate change. The early chapters, based on ceremonial origin stories, tell about Diné
forebears. Next come the histories of Diné clans from late pre-Columbian to early post-Columbian
times, and the coming together of the Diné as a sovereign people. Later chapters are based on
histories of families, individuals, and communities, and tell how the Diné have struggled to keep
their bond with the land under settler encroachment, relocation, loss of land-based self-sufficiency
through the trading-post system, energy resource extraction, and climate change. Archaeological
and documentary information supplements the oral histories, providing a comprehensive
investigation of Navajo history and offering new insights into their twentieth-century relationships
with Hispanic and Anglo settlers. For Diné readers, the book offers empowering histories and stories
of Diné cultural sovereignty. “In short,” the authors say, “it may help you to know how you came to
be where—and who—you are.”

history of the navajo nation: Navajo History and Culture D. L. Birchfield, Helen Dwyer,
2012-01-01 The proud people of the Navajo Nation continue to keep their history alive, and readers
learn about that rich history in this book. As the largest reservation-based nation in North America,
the Navajo Nation is connected by a shared past and a collective hope for a brighter future. Readers
explore how the Navajo have fought to maintain their unique identity in the face of many obstacles.
Also discovering the wonders of Navajo culture including elaborate ceremonies, beautiful clothing,
and jewelry. This detailed look at Navajo life includes firsthand accounts of Navajo history, modern
challenges facing this proud nation, and striking images that bring life to these fascinating facts.

history of the navajo nation: The Navajos Peter Iverson, 1976 A massive literature exists for
the history and culture of American Indians, but the quality of that literature is very uneven. At its
best it compares well with the finest scholarship and most interesting reading to be found anywhere.
At its worst it may take the form of malicious fabrication. It is, after all, a history of hundreds, if not
thousands, of human communities spread over an entire continent and enduring through millenia of
pre-Columbian years as well as the five centuries that Europeans have documented since 1492.

history of the navajo nation: Native American History and Heritage: Navajo: Learn
about the Long Walk, Life and Rituals, Sand Painting Tamra B. Orr, 2024-04-16 Native
American History and Heritage: Navajo is an excellent narrative non-fiction book for young learners.
Learn about what life was like in the Navajo tribe before the influx of European immigrants, their
lifestyle, hunting skills, diet, parenting style, resources, and more. It also features an explanation of
the wars and treaties that affected the Navajo, The Long Walk, the importance and the pitfalls of the
Spanish immigrants, important ceremonies and rituals they performed, the Code Talkers, the Navajo
Nation Council and Diné College. Also included are historical and contemporary photos and
drawings of the tribe and parts of its culture, maps, fascinating facts, chapter notes, suggested
reading, and a glossary. Find out what early life was like for the Navajo and how it has framed the
present.

history of the navajo nation: Navajo History Navaho Curriculum Center, 1971 A history of
the Navajos from their mythological and prehistoric beginnings to the present, written by and for the
Navajo people.

history of the navajo nation: A Political History of the Navajo Tribe Robert W. Young, 1978




This book draws not only upon published documentary sources, but also from unpublished material
and the author's personal observations across a period of more than 20 years. He attempts to
provide an objective outline of the historical antecedents underlying the present tribal organization.
It is not the author's intention to disparage historical figures, either Navajo or non-Navajo, who
played an important role in the political history of the Tribe. Each of them belongs to the period in
which he or she lived and worked; and if the political philosophies they espoused are inconsonant
with those that obtain today, the reason must be attributed to a greatly changed public attitude, as
well as to present-day Federal Indian policy. from the editor page IX.

history of the navajo nation: A Diné History of Navajoland Klara Kelley, Harris Francis,
2019-10-22 For the first time, a sweeping history of the Diné that is foregrounded in oral tradition.
Authors Klara Kelley and Harris Francis share Diné history from pre-Columbian time to the present,
using ethnographic interviews in which Navajo people reveal their oral histories on key events such
as Athabaskan migrations, trading and trails, Diné clans, the Long Walk of 1864, and the struggle to
keep their culture alive under colonizers who brought the railroad, coal mining, trading posts, and,
finally, climate change. The early chapters, based on ceremonial origin stories, tell about Diné
forebears. Next come the histories of Diné clans from late pre-Columbian to early post-Columbian
times, and the coming together of the Diné as a sovereign people. Later chapters are based on
histories of families, individuals, and communities, and tell how the Diné have struggled to keep
their bond with the land under settler encroachment, relocation, loss of land-based self-sufficiency
through the trading-post system, energy resource extraction, and climate change. Archaeological
and documentary information supplements the oral histories, providing a comprehensive
investigation of Navajo history and offering new insights into their twentieth-century relationships
with Hispanic and Anglo settlers. For Diné readers, the book offers empowering histories and stories
of Diné cultural sovereignty. “In short,” the authors say, “it may help you to know how you came to
be where—and who—you are.”

history of the navajo nation: Dinéji Na nitin Robert S. McPherson, 2012-11-15 It is rare that
an Anglo scholar could understand the in-depth meaning of the Navajo worldview and its
implications. It is even rarer for him to interpret it in Western [narrative] form without losing
meaning and integrity. . . Robert S. McPherson has done just that.—Harry Walters, Former Director,
Hatathli Museum at Diné College Traditional teachings derived from stories and practices passed
through generations lie at the core of a well-balanced Navajo life. These teachings are based on a
very different perspective on the physical and spiritual world than that found in general American
culture. Dinéji Na nitin is an introduction to traditional Navajo teachings and history for a
non-Navajo audience, providing a glimpse into this unfamiliar world and illuminating the power and
experience of the Navajo worldview. Historian Robert McPherson discusses basic Navajo concepts
such as divination, good and evil, prophecy, and metaphorical thought, as well as these topics'
relevance in daily life, making these far-ranging ideas accessible to the contemporary reader. He
also considers the toll of cultural loss on modern Navajo culture as many traditional values and
institutions are confronted by those of dominant society. Using both historical and modern examples,
he shows how cultural change has shifted established views and practices and illustrates the
challenge younger generations face in maintaining the beliefs and customs their parents and
grandparents have shared over generations. This intimate look at Navajo values and customs will
appeal not only to students and scholars of Native American studies, ethnic studies, and
anthropology but to any reader interested in Navajo culture or changing traditional lifeways.

history of the navajo nation: The Navajo Political Experience David Eugene Wilkins, 2003
The Navajo Nation is the largest of over 560 federally recognized indigenous entities in the United
States today. Navajo history and politics thus serve as a model for understanding American Indian
issues across the board ranging from the tribal-federal relationship to contemporary land disputes,
taxation policies, and Indian gaming challenges. This revised edition of a recent text includes new
census data along with a new introduction and an updated timeline of Dine political history. The
text's thoroughgoing analysis of Navajo political institutions and processes is amplified by a



consideration of the distinctive Navajo culture. Presented in the context of indigenous societies
everywhere, the book offers a way to explore the culture of politics and the politics of culture
confronted by all native peoples.

history of the navajo nation: For Our Navajo People Peter Iverson, 2002-08-28 One hundred
documents written by Diné men, women, and children speaking for themselves and on behalf of their
communities are collected in this book. Discovered during Iverson's research for Diné: A History of
the Navajos, these letters, speeches, and petitions, almost all previously unpublished, provide a
uniquely moving portrait of the Diné during an era in which they were fighting to defend their lands
and to build the Navajo Nation. Six crucial, overlapping subjects are addressed here: land,
community, education, rights, government, and identity. Brief introductions to each chapter and
each document provide the necessary context, and historic photographs selected by Monty Roessel
(Navajo), an outstanding photographer, supplement the words of the people. Most of the vast
literature about American Indians emphasizes the actions and words of non-Indians. Indians become
the victims, the people to whom things happen. This volume furnishes a different view of the native
past. It shows Navajos making their own history. It demonstrates how the Diné worked to keep their
lands, develop their economy, build their communities, educate their young people, affirm their
rights, govern themselves, and maintain their heritage while forging a brighter future. Included are
the words of such prominent leaders as Chee Dodge, Jacob Morgan, Tom Dodge, Annie Wauneka,
Sam Ahkeah, and Paul Jones, and less widely known but significant spokespersons like Howard
Gorman, Scott Preston, Roger Davis, and Lilly Neill. It also presents the words of students at
boarding schools, soldiers fighting in World War II, and members of the Native American Church
speaking out for religious freedom. This book celebrates the resilience of the Diné and salutes their
resolve. It honors the men, women, and children who built the Navajo Nation. Monty Roessel
(Navajo), Executive Director of the Rough Rock Community School, has written and provided
photographs for award-winning books for young people.

history of the navajo nation: The Navajo Nation Sandra M. Pasqua, 2000 A history of the
largest group of Native Americans in the United States and a description of their homes, educational
system, government, ceremonies, stories, location, and their role as codetalkers.

history of the navajo nation: The Book of the Navajo Raymond Friday Locke, 1989 From the
earliest migrations to North America to current status of the Navajo nation, the author chronicles
their socio-cultural history. Includes historical photos.
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