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Hemlock Society New Name: Understanding the Evolution of a Controversial Organization

hemlock society new name—these words often spark curiosity and sometimes confusion among
those exploring the history and ongoing efforts surrounding end-of-life choices. The Hemlock
Society, once a prominent organization advocating for the rights of terminally ill individuals to
choose a dignified death, has undergone significant transformations over the years, including a
change in its name. This evolution reflects not only shifts in societal attitudes and legal frameworks
but also the organization's expanding mission and broader outreach.

If you've stumbled upon references to the Hemlock Society but are unsure about its current identity
or role, you're in the right place. This article will delve into the journey of the Hemlock Society, the
reasons behind its name change, and what the new name signifies for the movement advocating for
assisted dying rights.

The Origins of the Hemlock Society

To appreciate why the Hemlock Society adopted a new name, it’s essential to understand its
beginnings. Founded in 1980 by Derek Humphry, the Hemlock Society emerged as one of the first
organizations in the United States to openly advocate for the right of terminally ill patients to end
their suffering through assisted suicide. The name "Hemlock" itself was symbolic, referring to the
poisonous plant famously used in ancient Greece to execute the philosopher Socrates.

The society’s mission centered around educating the public about end-of-life options, supporting
legislation to legalize physician-assisted suicide, and providing resources to those facing terminal
illnesses. At a time when discussions about euthanasia and assisted dying were taboo, the Hemlock
Society played a critical role in bringing these conversations into the public sphere.

The Shift in Societal Perspectives and the Need for
Change

Over the decades, societal attitudes toward death and dying have evolved considerably. Discussions
about palliative care, hospice, and patients' rights have become more mainstream, and many states
in the U.S. have passed laws permitting some form of medical aid in dying. As the conversation
matured, the Hemlock Society recognized the need to adapt its approach and identity to better
reflect the broader scope of its advocacy.

The original name, while historically significant, carried connotations that some found off-putting or
misunderstood. The association with a poison could obscure the compassionate and patient-centered
nature of the organization's mission. Additionally, as the movement grew internationally and
incorporated a wider range of end-of-life issues—including palliative care, advance directives, and
grief support—the Hemlock Society’s brand felt somewhat limiting.



Hemlock Society New Name: What Is It Now?

In response to these considerations, the Hemlock Society underwent a rebranding process. In 2003,
it merged with other like-minded organizations and emerged as the **Final Exit Network**. This
change was more than cosmetic; it represented a strategic pivot towards a more holistic and
supportive approach to end-of-life choices.

The Final Exit Network focuses on providing information, advocacy, and support for individuals
seeking autonomy over their dying process. The name itself—“Final Exit”—conveys a sense of
compassionate assistance and personal empowerment, without the potentially harsh implications of
the original “Hemlock” label. It also aligns with the seminal book *Final Exit*, written by Derek
Humphry, which remains a cornerstone resource in the assisted dying movement.

Why the Change Mattered

Changing the organization's name to Final Exit Network helped in several ways:

- **Clarifying the Mission:** The new name emphasizes the empowerment and choice aspects of end-
of-life decisions.
- **Reducing Stigma:** It distances the group from the negative stereotypes associated with
“suicide” and “poison.”
- **Expanding Services:** It reflects the organization's broader focus, including counseling,
education, and advocacy.
- **Improving Public Perception:** A less confrontational name invites more open dialogue and
engagement.

Other Related Organizations and Movements

It’s worth noting that the Hemlock Society was not the only organization advocating for assisted
dying, and the landscape has grown more diverse and nuanced over time. For instance:

- **Compassion & Choices:** Another leading U.S. organization focused on expanding options for
end-of-life care, including legal aid-in-dying.
- **Death with Dignity National Center:** Concentrates on legal advocacy for physician-assisted
death laws.
- **Dignitas (Switzerland):** An international organization providing assisted dying services where
legal.

These groups, while sharing some goals with the Hemlock Society and its successor, have distinct
approaches and names that reflect their unique missions and legal contexts.

The Importance of Terminology in End-of-Life Advocacy

Understanding why the Hemlock Society changed its name sheds light on a broader truth: language



matters when it comes to sensitive topics like death and dying. Words can shape perceptions,
influence legislation, and affect the willingness of individuals to seek help.

The shift from “Hemlock Society” to “Final Exit Network” illustrates a move toward terms that
emphasize dignity, choice, and support rather than death or poison. This linguistic evolution also
mirrors changes in legal terminology, such as “medical aid in dying” replacing “physician-assisted
suicide” in many jurisdictions, aiming to reduce stigma and create more compassionate frameworks.

Tips for Discussing End-of-Life Choices Respectfully

Whether you’re a healthcare professional, caregiver, or simply someone interested in these issues,
here are some pointers to keep conversations sensitive and constructive:

- Use terms preferred by individuals, such as “medical aid in dying” or “assisted death,” instead of
“suicide” when appropriate.
- Acknowledge the complexity and deeply personal nature of end-of-life decisions.
- Avoid judgmental language or assumptions about motives.
- Encourage open dialogue and provide resources for support and information.
- Stay informed about legal developments and terminology changes in your region.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Hemlock Society’s
Legacy

While the Hemlock Society as a name no longer exists, its legacy lives on through organizations like
the Final Exit Network and others continuing the fight for compassionate end-of-life options. The
name change symbolizes progress—both in societal acceptance and in the refinement of how
advocates communicate their message.

As laws continue to evolve and as more people seek control over their dying process, these
organizations will likely keep adapting. Their focus remains steadfast: to ensure that individuals
facing terminal illness have access to information, support, and the right to make decisions about
their own deaths.

In exploring the **hemlock society new name**, we uncover a story of transformation—a journey
from controversy and taboo toward understanding, respect, and compassion. This evolution reminds
us that how we speak about death profoundly impacts how we live and how we die.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the new name of the Hemlock Society?
The Hemlock Society changed its name to Compassion & Choices.



Why did the Hemlock Society change its name?
The Hemlock Society changed its name to Compassion & Choices to better reflect its broader
mission of advocating for end-of-life options and patient rights.

When did the Hemlock Society rebrand to Compassion &
Choices?
The Hemlock Society rebranded as Compassion & Choices in 2003.

Does the Hemlock Society still exist under its original name?
No, the Hemlock Society no longer exists under its original name; it continues its work as
Compassion & Choices.

What services does Compassion & Choices provide compared
to the Hemlock Society?
Compassion & Choices provides advocacy, education, and support for end-of-life care options,
expanding beyond the Hemlock Society's original focus on assisted dying.

Is the Hemlock Society's mission the same as Compassion &
Choices?
Yes, Compassion & Choices continues the Hemlock Society's mission but with a wider scope on end-
of-life care and patient autonomy.

How can I support the organization formerly known as the
Hemlock Society?
You can support the organization by donating to or volunteering with Compassion & Choices.

Where can I find more information about the Hemlock
Society's new name and mission?
More information can be found on the Compassion & Choices official website and related advocacy
resources.

Did the Hemlock Society merge with another organization to
become Compassion & Choices?
Yes, the Hemlock Society merged with the End-of-Life Choices organization to form Compassion &
Choices.



What impact did the name change from Hemlock Society to
Compassion & Choices have?
The name change helped the organization broaden its reach, reduce stigma, and promote
compassionate end-of-life options more effectively.

Additional Resources
**The Evolution of the Hemlock Society: Understanding Its New Name and Legacy**

hemlock society new name has become a subject of interest for those researching the history and
development of end-of-life advocacy groups in the United States. The Hemlock Society, originally
founded in the 1980s, was a pioneering organization advocating for the rights of terminally ill
individuals to access assisted suicide and to promote the right-to-die movement. Over the decades,
the organization underwent significant transformations, including a rebranding effort that resulted
in a new name, reflecting a broader mission and adapting to changing societal attitudes.

The Origins of the Hemlock Society

The Hemlock Society was established in 1980 by Derek Humphry, a journalist and author who
became a leading voice in the right-to-die movement. Named after the poisonous plant used in
ancient Greece to execute the philosopher Socrates, the society’s name was intentionally
provocative. It symbolized a commitment to giving terminally ill individuals the choice to end their
suffering with dignity, often through assisted suicide.

Initially, the Hemlock Society functioned as an advocacy group, providing resources, education, and
support for people considering end-of-life options. It also sought to influence legislation aimed at
legalizing physician-assisted suicide. Over time, the movement gained momentum, but also faced
significant legal challenges and ethical debates.

The Shift Towards a New Identity

By the late 1990s and early 2000s, the Hemlock Society recognized that its original name, while
historically significant, might alienate some potential supporters and limit its ability to engage with
policymakers and the public. The word "Hemlock" carried strong negative connotations due to its
association with death and poison, which some felt overshadowed the organization’s compassionate
mission.

In response, the society opted for a rebranding strategy. In 2003, the Hemlock Society merged with
other like-minded organizations to form the **Death with Dignity National Center** and the **Final
Exit Network**. This change was more than cosmetic; it represented a strategic pivot toward a more
inclusive, less confrontational approach to the right-to-die conversation.



From Hemlock Society to Compassion & Choices

Perhaps the most well-known successor to the Hemlock Society is **Compassion & Choices**, which
emerged from mergers and rebranding efforts involving the Hemlock Society and other advocacy
groups. Compassion & Choices advocates for autonomy in end-of-life decisions, including access to
medical aid in dying where legal, improved palliative care, and hospice services.

The transition to Compassion & Choices marked a conscious effort to present a more holistic and
positive image. This new identity emphasizes compassion, choice, and dignity rather than focusing
solely on the act of dying. This shift aligns with changing public attitudes, as polls indicate a growing
acceptance of assisted dying under specific circumstances.

Analyzing the Impact of the Name Change

The renaming and restructuring of the Hemlock Society into Compassion & Choices and related
organizations had several notable impacts on the movement:

Broader Appeal: The new names are less intimidating and more accessible to the general
public, encouraging more open dialogue about end-of-life options.

Policy Influence: A less controversial name has facilitated partnerships with healthcare
providers, lawmakers, and advocacy groups, leading to legislative successes in states like
Oregon and Washington.

Expanded Mission: The focus shifted from solely advocating for assisted suicide to
encompassing comprehensive end-of-life care, including hospice support and advanced care
planning.

However, some critics argue that the name change diluted the organization's original radical ethos
and that the movement risks becoming too medically or bureaucratically oriented, potentially
overlooking individual autonomy in complex cases.

Comparative Perspective: Hemlock Society vs. Contemporary
Right-to-Die Groups

When comparing the Hemlock Society’s original framework to its new incarnations, several
differences emerge:

Language and Branding: Hemlock Society’s name was stark and confrontational, while1.
Compassion & Choices uses inclusive and hopeful language.

Scope of Services: The original society primarily focused on assisted suicide advocacy;2.



modern groups offer legal aid, counseling, and educational resources on a spectrum of end-of-
life issues.

Legal Strategies: Contemporary groups actively work within legal frameworks, supporting3.
legislation like the Death with Dignity Acts, whereas the Hemlock Society was often involved
in more grassroots activism.

Understanding the Broader Context: Right-to-Die
Movement Today

The transformation of the Hemlock Society’s identity mirrors broader trends in the right-to-die
movement. As public awareness and medical technology evolved, so too did the strategies for
advocating patient autonomy.

In recent years, the legalization of physician-assisted death in multiple U.S. states and countries has
shifted the conversation from fringe activism to mainstream healthcare policy. Organizations like
Compassion & Choices leverage this momentum to promote not just the right to die, but the right to
live well until death, emphasizing quality of life, informed consent, and ethical medical practice.

Moreover, the dialogue now includes diverse voices, including ethicists, medical professionals,
patients, and families, ensuring that advocacy is balanced and sensitive to complex moral questions.

Implications for Future Advocacy

The evolution from the Hemlock Society to its new name and mission illustrates how advocacy
groups must adapt to remain effective. Key implications include:

Strategic Rebranding: Names and messaging must resonate with contemporary values to
foster support and reduce stigma.

Holistic Approach: Addressing a wide range of end-of-life issues strengthens credibility and
outreach.

Legal and Medical Collaboration: Working within existing systems enhances the potential
for lasting policy change.

As new challenges emerge, such as the ethics of expanding assisted dying eligibility or improving
palliative care access, organizations born from the Hemlock Society’s legacy will likely continue to
evolve.

---



The journey from the Hemlock Society’s original identity to its new name and redefined mission
reflects the complexity and sensitivity of end-of-life advocacy. This evolution underscores the
importance of language, strategy, and inclusivity in shaping public perception and policy. For those
interested in the history and future of assisted dying and patient autonomy, understanding this
transition provides valuable insights into the ongoing dialogue about dignity, choice, and
compassion in life’s final chapter.

Hemlock Society New Name

  hemlock society new name: At Liberty to Die Howard Ball, 2013-07 Over the past hundred
years, average life expectancy in America has nearly doubled, due largely to scientific and medical
advances, but also as a consequence of safer working conditions, a heightened awareness of the
importance of diet and health, and other factors. Yet while longevity is celebrated as an achievement
in modern civilization, the longer people live, the more likely they are to succumb to chronic,
terminal illnesses. In 1900, the average life expectancy was 47 years, with a majority of American
deaths attributed to influenza, tuberculosis, pneumonia, or other diseases. In 2000, the average life
expectancy was nearly 80 years, and for too many people, these long lifespans included cancer,
heart failure, Lou Gehrig's Disease, AIDS, or other fatal illnesses, and with them, came debilitating
pain and the loss of a once-full and often independent lifestyle. In this compelling and provocative
book, noted legal scholar Howard Ball poses the pressing question: is it appropriate, legally and
ethically, for a competent individual to have the liberty to decide how and when to die when faced
with a terminal illness? At Liberty to Die charts how, the right of a competent, terminally ill person
to die on his or her own terms with the help of a doctor has come deeply embroiled in debates about
the relationship between religion, civil liberties, politics, and law in American life. Exploring both the
legal rulings and the media frenzies that accompanied the Terry Schiavo case and others like it,
Howard Ball contends that despite raging battles in all the states where right to die legislation has
been proposed, the opposition to the right to die is intractable in its stance. Combining
constitutional analysis, legal history, and current events, Ball surveys the constitutional arguments
that have driven the right to die debate--Provided by publisher.
  hemlock society new name: I, Who Have Left You Susan Freeman, 2012-03 In a
cloth-covered box, the physical treasures of Susan Freeman's life quietly stand as a monument to
love. The box contains letters she and her husband, Leslie, wrote to one another over a span of
twenty-seven years. The first one, dated 1975, was written by Susan during her days working on a
farm in North Dakota. The last one, dated April 12, 2002, was written by Leslie on the day he
committed an act of self-deliverance to escape the final ravages of cancer. But their story doesn't
end with his physical death. Six months after he passed away, Susan received a channeled message
that began I, who have left you ... They have a spiritual connection that allows them to communicate
between dimensions. Susan's memoir shares their story, their letters, and messages from the other
side. Susan Freeman has written a memoir that speaks to the deepest longing in every heart-to know
that love cannot and never does die. The promise her husband, Leslie, made to her before his
passing has come true. He promised he would never leave her. He has communicated to her from
the outer realm through a clairaudient who could never know the details of their twenty-seven year
odyssey. In long, lyrical letters over a nine-year period, Leslie revisits details of their exotic travels
in Arabia, refers to gifts he gave her, and constantly reassures her of his presence and his love of her
through lifetimes. There are only three things you need fear, he tells her. Not being able to love,
closing yourself off, and holding on too tightly to the past. This book is a rare and inspiring gift of
spirit. -Gail Carr Feldman PhD, author, Midlife Crash Course: The Journey From Crisis To Full
Creative Power

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-177/hemlock-society-new-name.pdf


  hemlock society new name: Euthanasia Jennifer Fecio McDougall, Martha Gorman,
2007-11-20 This timely work is a balanced overview of end-of-life issues related to euthanasia and
assisted suicide. Except for the Oregon Death with Dignity Act, there are no U.S. laws that allow
physicians to assist patients in hastening death. Many who support physician-assisted suicide ask,
Why not? After all, the Netherlands permits both euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide, and
polls suggest that many Americans want that choice available to them. Euthanasia: A Reference
Handbook, Second Edition explores that question through a balanced, thoughtful discussion of the
legal, medical, and spiritual components of end-of-life questions. What are the potential pitfalls of
legalizing assisted suicide? How can the expenses of a lingering death impact an uninsured family?
How would physician-assisted suicide impact healthcare costs? Through its objective exploration of
these issues, as well as its historical and international perspective, this volume helps readers answer
the difficult questions related to the end of life.
  hemlock society new name: The Good Euthanasia Guide Derek Humphry, 2005 The Good
Euthanasia Guide is a 'where-to' and 'why' book which complements the 'how-to- of Final Exit. It
contains an annotated list of every right-to-die group in the world, and a unique account of the
assisted suicide laws in almost every country, a filmography and a bibliography. Dr. Jack Kevorkian's
life and work are reported in three chapters.
  hemlock society new name: Diversity Addiction Georgiana Preskar, 2007-08 America is in a
national crisis. A social narcotic, diversity addiction, has taken over the USA. Whether people are in
school, the workplace, church, or home, diversity injections plunge deeply into them from every
direction. Tolerance forces upon us unnatural diversity, disrupts human nature, and upsets the
fundamental ideal of the equality of man, over the equality of ideas. All men are created equal.
Ideas, values, morals, ethics, lifestyles, and religions are not equal; diversity addicts flip-flop this
equation giving all worldviews equal status. If you express closely held personal beliefs that are
contrary, or not an asset, to the diversity group, you are no longer treated as an equal. Instead, you
may be rebuked, harassed, bullied, ostracized, labeled, and perhaps lose your job, or be accused of a
hate incident, or hate crime. Diversity Addiction: The Cause And The Cure provides the reader with
a simple, clear explanation of the doctrines and methodologies used in creating diversity addicts and
diversity enforcement programs. It clarifies the Judeo-Christian principles (The American Way) that
formed this nation and their influence on our individual rights secured by the Constitution.
America's recovery from diversity addiction is dependant upon reversing flip-flopped equality, and
returning it to its rightful owner, man.
  hemlock society new name: End-of-Life Issues, Grief, and Bereavement Sara Honn Qualls,
Julia E. Kasl-Godley, 2010-11-23 A practical overview of clinical issues related to end-of-life care,
including grief and bereavement The needs of individuals with life-limiting or terminal illness and
those caring for them are well documented. However, meeting these needs can be challenging,
particularly in the absence of a well-established evidence base about how best to help. In this
informative guide, editors Sara Qualls and Julia Kasl-Godley have brought together a notable team of
international contributors to produce a clear structure offering mental health professionals a
framework for developing the competencies needed to work with end-of-life care issues, challenges,
concerns, and opportunities. Part of the Wiley Series in Clinical Geropsychology, this thorough and
up-to-date guide answers complex questions often asked by patients, their families and caregivers,
and helping professionals as well, including: How does dying occur, and how does it vary across
illnesses? What are the spiritual issues that are visible in end-of-life care? How are families engaged
in end-of-life care, and what services and support can mental health clinicians provide them? How
should providers address mental disorders that appear at the end of life? What are the tools and
strategies involved in advanced care planning, and how do they play out during end-of-life care?
Sensitively addressing the issues that arise in the clinical care of the actively dying, this timely book
is filled with clinical illustrations, guidance, tips for practice, and encouragement. Written to equip
mental health professionals with the information they need to guide families and others caring for
the needs of individuals with life-threatening and terminal illnesses, End-of-Life Issues, Grief, and



Bereavement presents a rich resource for caregivers for the psychological, sociocultural,
interpersonal, and spiritual aspects of care at the end of life.
  hemlock society new name: Legal and Ethical Issues for Health Professionals with
Navigate Advantage Access George D. Pozgar, 2023-03-31 Legal and Ethical Issues for Health
Professionals, 6th Edition, has been designed to assist the reader in a more comfortable transition
from the didactics of the classroom to the practical application in the workplace. The 6th Edition
provides the reader with a clearer understanding of how the law and ethics are intertwined as they
relate to health care dilemmas. The 6th Edition, as with previous editions, has been designed to
introduce the reader to various ethical–legal issues and should not be considered an in-depth or
comprehensive review of a particular ethical–legal issue. The book is a call to arms to do good
things, to stand out from the crowd, because acts of caring, compassion, and kindness often go
unnoticed.
  hemlock society new name: The Marxist Goliath Among Us Ronald J. Lawrence, 2010-11 Many
believe America is secure and we are safe because communism is dead. That prevailing supposition
is delusive. Marxism is flourishing and no less venomous. Christianity and family are predicted to
collapse, our freedom replaced with its tyranny. Jesus prophesied: They will deliver you to
tribulation and will kill you. So did Lenin: Destroy the family, you destroy the country. Who are
Marxism's covert operatives? - Ministers influenced by Marxist theology are helping create Christian
Socialism. A church group supports Cuban spies in America and has financed communist
movements. - The unwanted, the burdens on society, are eliminated by euthanasia's hired killers as
death with dignity. - Humanism, a powerful weapon in Marxism's arsenal, promotes individualism
and marital infidelity, insisting God is a mass sociopathic killer. - Marxism endorses drug trafficking
to destroy our culture. - Planned Parenthood promotes youthful sex and disobedience to parental
authority, protects pedophiles and offers abortion. It has advocated killing Christians. - The
Communist Party insists it is tolerant of, and cooperative with, Christianity, but it is no less atheistic.
- Jesus is being crucified with evil words and depictions his crowns of thorns on Marxism's cross of
decadence. - Satanism is prospering with its death rituals and immorality because Karl Marx was a
committed emissary of Satan. How can we rescue ourselves from this threat and save America? God
tells us in His Word. We must confront the Marxist goliath, as David did, and annihilate it. Ronald J.
Lawrence is a retired criminal investigative reporter for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. He gained
knowledge of Marxism during the Vietnam War when he infiltrated the Young Socialist Alliance, an
influential communist organization, rose to second-in-command and later testified before the U. S.
House Committee on Internal Security. He is a committed Christian and has dedicated his life to
God.
  hemlock society new name: A Concise History of Euthanasia Ian Dowbiggen, 2007-03-26 This
deeply informed history traces the controversial record of mercy-killing, a source of heated debate
among doctors and laypeople alike. Dowbiggin examines evolving opinions about what constitutes a
good death, taking into account the societal and religious values placed ...
  hemlock society new name: Good Life, Good Death Derek Humphry, 2017-02-21 For nearly
four decades, Derek Humphry has blazed a trail for the right to die movement. He founded the
Hemlock Society, pioneered Oregon’s Death with Dignity Act, and wrote the bestselling books Final
Exit (more than one million copies sold, and a New York Times bestseller for eighteen weeks) and
Jean’s Way (UK bestseller). But before his wife’s terminal illness ravaged his life, Humphry was a
successful journalist. In Good Life, Good Death, readers will learn how the twists and turns of fate
led him to his life’s purpose. In his poignant memoir, Derek tells of his broken family, his wartime
experiences as a boy in England, and rising to the highest rungs of journalism on two continents. In
1975, he lived with crippling fear and sadness when his beloved wife, Jean, was diagnosed with
cancer. As the disease gradually spread, they both decided that rather than let a terminal illness run
its course through extreme physical and emotional pain, Jean would end her own life on her own
terms, at an agreed upon time and manner, arranging her own last days. Readers will witness the
personal pain and emotional distress they endured, as well as the legal repercussions Derek faced



following her death. As Humphry writes, “It would be far more preferable to legalize medically
assisted suicide for terminally ill adults, for it is a tremendous strain and risk put on families.” To
know why he has maintained this struggle for choice in dying, against powerful religious and
political forces it is necessary to understand the whole man. In Good Life, Good Death, readers will
appreciate the fight he has gone through so that others might consider the option of dying with
dignity.
  hemlock society new name: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170
(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 , 1994
  hemlock society new name: The Future of Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia Neil M. Gorsuch,
2009-03-23 From U.S. Supreme Court Justice and bestselling author Neil Gorsuch, an argument
against the legalization of assisted suicide and euthanasia The Future of Assisted Suicide and
Euthanasia provides the most thorough overview of the ethical and legal issues raised by assisted
suicide and euthanasia—as well as the most comprehensive argument against their
legalization—ever published. In clear terms accessible to the general reader, Neil Gorsuch
thoroughly assesses the strengths and weaknesses of leading contemporary ethical arguments for
assisted suicide and euthanasia. He explores evidence and case histories from the Netherlands and
Oregon, where the practices have been legalized. He analyzes libertarian and autonomy-based
arguments for legalization as well as the impact of key U.S. Supreme Court decisions on the debate.
And he examines the history and evolution of laws and attitudes regarding assisted suicide and
euthanasia in American society. After assessing the strengths and weaknesses of arguments for
assisted suicide and euthanasia, Gorsuch builds a nuanced, novel, and powerful moral and legal
argument against legalization, one based on a principle that, surprisingly, has largely been
overlooked in the debate—the idea that human life is intrinsically valuable and that intentional
killing is always wrong. At the same time, the argument Gorsuch develops leaves wide latitude for
individual patient autonomy and the refusal of unwanted medical treatment and life-sustaining care,
permitting intervention only in cases where an intention to kill is present. Those on both sides of the
assisted suicide question will find Gorsuch's analysis to be a thoughtful and stimulating contribution
to the debate about one of the most controversial public policy issues of our day.
  hemlock society new name: Legal and Ethical Issues for Health Professionals George D.
Pozgar, 2014-12-03 Legal and Ethical Issues for Health Professionals, Fourth Edition is a concise
and practical guide to legal and ethical dilemmas facing healthcare professionals in the real-world
today. Thoroughly updated and featuring new case studies, this dynamic text will help students to
better understand the issues they will face on the job and the implications in the legal arena. With
contemporary topics, real-world examples, and accessible language, this comprehensive text offers
students an applied perspective and the opportunity to develop critical thinking skills. Legal and
Ethical Issues for Health Professionals provides an effective transition from the classroom to the
reality of a clinical environment. Legal and Ethical Issues for Health Professionals, Fourth Edition
provides the reader with a clear understanding of the law and ethics as they relate to health care
dilemmas and the proper foundation to make good decisions in the delivery of patient care. The
practical application of ethic
  hemlock society new name: The Inevitable Katie Engelhart, 2021-03-02 “A remarkably
nuanced, empathetic, and well-crafted work of journalism, [The Inevitable] explores what might be
called the right-to-die underground, a world of people who wonder why a medical system that can do
so much to try to extend their lives can do so little to help them end those lives in a peaceful and
painless way.”—Brooke Jarvis, The New Yorker More states and countries are passing right-to-die
laws that allow the sick and suffering to end their lives at pre-planned moments, with the help of
physicians. But even where these laws exist, they leave many people behind. The Inevitable moves
beyond margins of the law to the people who are meticulously planning their final hours—far from
medical offices, legislative chambers, hospital ethics committees, and polite conversation. It also
shines a light on the people who help them: loved ones and, sometimes, clandestine groups on the
Internet that together form the “euthanasia underground.” Katie Engelhart, a veteran journalist,



focuses on six people representing different aspects of the right to die debate. Two are doctors: a
California physician who runs a boutique assisted death clinic and has written more lethal
prescriptions than anyone else in the U.S.; an Australian named Philip Nitschke who lost his medical
license for teaching people how to end their lives painlessly and peacefully at “DIY Death”
workshops. The other four chapters belong to people who said they wanted to die because they were
suffering unbearably—of old age, chronic illness, dementia, and mental anguish—and saw suicide as
their only option. Spanning North America, Europe, and Australia, The Inevitable offers a deeply
reported and fearless look at a morally tangled subject. It introduces readers to ordinary people who
are fighting to find dignity and authenticity in the final hours of their lives.
  hemlock society new name: National Legal Bibliography , 1988
  hemlock society new name: Hemlock Susan Wittig Albert, 2021-09-07 From Susan Wittig
Albert, the New York Times bestselling author of A Plain Vanilla Murder, comes a tightly crafted
novel that juxtaposes the disappearance of a rare, remarkably illustrated 18th-century herbal with
the true and all-too-human story of its gifted creator, Elizabeth Blackwell. ​Herbalist China Bayles’
latest adventure takes her to the mountains of North Carolina, where her friend Dorothea Harper
serves as the director and curator of the Hemlock House Library, a priceless collection of rare
gardening books housed in a haunted mountainside mansion that once belonged to Sunny Carswell,
a reclusive heiress. But the most valuable book—A Curious Herbal, created by Elizabeth Blackwell in
the 1730s—is missing and Dorothea is under suspicion. China’s search for the thief takes on a new
urgency when she discovers Miss Carswell’s bookseller, the victim of an attempted murder. Is his
shooting connected with the theft? And there are other urgent questions: What is the Hemlock
Guild? Who owns Socrates.com? Did Sunny Carswell really kill herself, or does her ghost have a
different story to tell? And what is the real truth behind the many tantalizing mysteries of A Curious
Herbal? Hemlock is a compelling mix of mystery and herb lore, past secrets and present sins, and
characters who are as real as your friends and neighbors—in an absorbing novel that only Susan
Wittig Albert could create.
  hemlock society new name: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170
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  hemlock society new name: Host Bibliographic Record for Boundwith Item Barcode
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