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**Frederick Douglass and the Last Days of Slavery: Reflections on the Last Day of Slavery**

frederick douglass the last days of slavery last day of slavery evokes a powerful
image of a turbulent era in American history, marked by immense struggle, resilience, and
transformation. Frederick Douglass, one of the most eloquent voices against slavery, lived
through the final decades leading up to the abolition of slavery in the United States. His
experiences and insights provide a unique window into what those last days felt like—not
just as historical facts but as deeply human moments of hope, fear, and determination.

Understanding Frederick Douglass in the Context of the
Last Days of Slavery

Frederick Douglass was born into slavery but escaped to freedom, becoming a prominent
abolitionist, writer, and orator. His life spanned the critical period when the institution of
slavery was being challenged from every angle. To truly grasp the significance of the last
day of slavery, one must understand Douglass’s role as both a witness and an active
participant in the fight to end this brutal system.

Douglass’s narratives and speeches capture the essence of the era, revealing not just the
harsh realities of slavery but also the growing momentum toward emancipation. As the
nation edged closer to civil war, and eventually the ratification of the 13th Amendment,
Douglass’s advocacy helped shape public opinion and political will.

The Last Days of Slavery: What Did They Look Like?

The phrase "last days of slavery" often conjures images of dramatic and sudden change,
but in reality, it was a complex and gradual process. By the 1850s and early 1860s, the
country was deeply divided. The abolitionist movement had gained significant traction, yet
many parts of the United States, particularly in the South, remained fiercely committed to
preserving slavery.

#### Social and Political Tensions

The period leading up to the Civil War was marked by heated debates and violent clashes
over the future of slavery. Events such as the Dred Scott decision, the publication of Uncle
Tom’s Cabin, John Brown’s raid on Harpers Ferry, and the election of Abraham Lincoln all
intensified the national crisis. Frederick Douglass was at the center of many of these
discussions, using his platform to expose the moral bankruptcy of slavery and to urge
immediate emancipation.

#### The Role of the Civil War



The outbreak of the Civil War in 1861 was the pivotal moment that accelerated the demise
of slavery. Initially fought to preserve the Union, the conflict soon took on the goal of
ending slavery as a strategic and moral aim. The Emancipation Proclamation of 1863,
issued by President Lincoln, declared freedom for slaves in the Confederate states,
signaling a turning point. Douglass praised this proclamation but also pushed for full
abolition and equal rights.

Frederick Douglass’s Perspective on the Last Day of
Slavery

What might the "last day of slavery" have meant to Frederick Douglass? For him, it was not
merely a date on the calendar but a profound milestone in the long struggle for justice.
Douglass understood that legal abolition was just one step toward equality; the real
challenge was in transforming society and ensuring that former slaves could live with
dignity and freedom.

In his speeches and writings, Douglass often reflected on the resilience of enslaved people
and the sacrifices made to achieve freedom. He celebrated the courage of those who
resisted bondage, from everyday acts of defiance to organized rebellion. The last day of
slavery symbolized the triumph of human spirit over oppression and the beginning of a new
chapter in American history.

The Legal End: The Last Day of Slavery in America

The formal end of slavery in the United States is marked by the ratification of the 13th
Amendment on December 6, 1865. This amendment abolished slavery "except as a
punishment for crime," legally freeing all enslaved individuals. However, the road to this
last day was paved with immense struggle.

#### Key Moments Leading Up to the Abolition

- **The Emancipation Proclamation (1863):** Freed slaves in rebellious states but not in
Union border states.
- **The 13th Amendment Proposal (1864):** Passed by Congress and sent to the states for
ratification.
- **Ratification (1865):** Enough states approved, officially ending slavery nationwide.

While December 6, 1865, may be seen as the symbolic last day of slavery, the reality was
that many enslaved people did not experience immediate freedom. News traveled slowly,
and some regions resisted enforcement. The legacy of slavery lingered in systemic racism
and inequality, challenges Douglass tirelessly addressed in his later life.

The Legacy of Frederick Douglass and the Last Days of



Slavery

Frederick Douglass’s contributions during the last days of slavery extend far beyond the
abolition itself. He envisioned a society where African Americans could enjoy full citizenship
and equal rights. After slavery’s legal end, Douglass continued to fight for suffrage,
education, and justice.

His story remains a beacon for understanding how the last day of slavery was not simply an
endpoint but a beginning—a call to action for future generations. Douglass’s life teaches us
that freedom is not just about laws but about the ongoing pursuit of dignity, opportunity,
and equality.

Insights into the Human Experience of Slavery’s End

The last days of slavery were filled with uncertainty, hope, and sometimes fear. For the
enslaved, the prospect of freedom was both exhilarating and daunting. Douglass’s writings
illuminate these emotions, offering a deeply personal perspective on what was at stake.

#### What Can We Learn from Douglass’s Experience?

- **The power of education:** Douglass believed knowledge was a crucial tool for liberation.
- **The importance of self-advocacy:** He championed speaking out and organizing for
rights.
- **The complexity of freedom:** Legal freedom did not immediately erase social and
economic barriers.

By exploring these themes, readers can appreciate the multifaceted nature of the last day
of slavery and its aftermath.

Why Frederick Douglass’s Voice Still Matters Today

In contemporary discussions about race, justice, and freedom, Frederick Douglass’s insights
remain profoundly relevant. His experiences during the last days of slavery offer lessons in
resilience, leadership, and the ongoing struggle for equality.

His life encourages us to remember that the end of slavery was not the end of the fight for
civil rights; it was a crucial step toward a more just society. As we reflect on the last day of
slavery, Douglass’s words remind us to stay vigilant in confronting injustice wherever it
persists.

---

The story of Frederick Douglass and the last days of slavery captivates because it is both
historical and deeply human. It invites us to consider not only what happened but how
those events shaped the lives of millions and continue to influence the world today.
Through Douglass’s eyes, the last day of slavery is not just a moment in history but a



powerful testament to courage, hope, and the enduring quest for freedom.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Frederick Douglass in the context of the last
days of slavery?
Frederick Douglass was a former enslaved African American who became a leading
abolitionist, orator, writer, and social reformer advocating for the end of slavery in the
United States.

What role did Frederick Douglass play during the final
days of slavery in America?
During the last days of slavery, Frederick Douglass actively campaigned for the abolition of
slavery, supported the Union cause during the Civil War, and worked to ensure the rights of
freed African Americans.

How did Frederick Douglass describe the last day of
slavery?
Frederick Douglass often described the last day of slavery as a moment of liberation and
justice, emphasizing the long struggle and the courage it took for enslaved people to gain
freedom.

What significant events marked the last days of slavery
that Frederick Douglass witnessed?
Frederick Douglass witnessed the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863, the end of the Civil
War in 1865, and the ratification of the 13th Amendment, which abolished slavery.

How did Frederick Douglass contribute to the
abolitionist movement in the final phase of slavery?
Douglass contributed by giving speeches, writing autobiographies, advising political
leaders, and advocating for the rights of freed slaves as the country transitioned away from
slavery.

What challenges did Frederick Douglass face in the last
days of slavery?
Despite progress, Douglass faced racism, political opposition, and the difficult task of
ensuring true freedom and equality for African Americans even after slavery officially
ended.



How is Frederick Douglass’s legacy connected to the
last day of slavery?
Frederick Douglass’s legacy is deeply connected to the last day of slavery as he symbolizes
the fight for freedom, justice, and civil rights for African Americans during and after the
abolition of slavery.

Why is the last day of slavery significant in Frederick
Douglass’s writings?
The last day of slavery is significant in Douglass’s writings as it represents the culmination
of a lifelong struggle for emancipation, human dignity, and the promise of equality for all.

Additional Resources
Frederick Douglass and the Last Days of Slavery: The Last Day of Slavery in America

frederick douglass the last days of slavery last day of slavery encapsulates a pivotal
era in American history marked by profound social upheaval, human struggle, and the
relentless pursuit of freedom. As a former enslaved person turned eloquent orator and
abolitionist, Frederick Douglass's life and activism provide an invaluable lens through which
to examine the final chapter of slavery in the United States. This article delves into the
complexities surrounding the last days of slavery, the significance of the last day of slavery,
and Douglass’s instrumental role in shaping the narrative and reality of emancipation.

Frederick Douglass: A Voice Against Slavery

Frederick Douglass emerged as one of the most influential African American leaders of the
19th century. Born into slavery around 1818 in Maryland, Douglass escaped bondage and
became a powerful voice advocating for abolition and civil rights. His autobiographical
works, speeches, and participation in political discourse played a crucial role in exposing
the brutal realities of slavery to both Northern and international audiences.

Douglass’s firsthand experiences with the institution of slavery gave him a unique
perspective during the turbulent years leading up to emancipation. His writings, such as
"Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave," published in 1845, not
only chronicled his personal journey but also served as a scathing indictment of slavery
itself.

The Last Days of Slavery: Historical Context

The last days of slavery in the United States were marked by a crescendo of political, social,
and military events culminating in the Civil War (1861–1865). The conflict fundamentally
challenged the institution of slavery, which had been deeply entrenched in American



economic and social structures, especially in the South.

As the war progressed, the Union’s stance on slavery evolved from a focus on preserving
the nation to explicitly abolishing slavery as a war aim, exemplified by the Emancipation
Proclamation issued by President Abraham Lincoln in 1863. Although the proclamation
declared freedom for slaves in Confederate territories, it did not immediately end slavery
nationwide, leaving a patchwork of legal statuses that persisted until the Thirteenth
Amendment’s ratification in 1865.

The Role of Frederick Douglass in the Final Phase of
Slavery

Douglass’s activism intensified during the last days of slavery. He tirelessly advocated for
the enlistment of Black soldiers in the Union Army, believing that military service was a
path to citizenship and equality. His speeches galvanized support for emancipation and
equality, urging African Americans to claim their rights through both political action and
self-empowerment.

Moreover, Douglass worked closely with political leaders to ensure that abolition would not
be merely symbolic but enshrined in law. His correspondence and meetings with President
Lincoln and other officials underscored his influence in shaping policies related to
emancipation and civil rights.

The Last Day of Slavery: Symbolism and Reality

The "last day of slavery" is often symbolically associated with December 18, 1865, the date
the Thirteenth Amendment was ratified, officially abolishing slavery throughout the United
States. This legal milestone marked the formal end of an institution that had shaped
American society for centuries.

However, the practical reality of the last day of slavery was far more complex. Enslaved
people in remote or resistant regions often remained in bondage even after ratification.
Furthermore, the transition from slavery to freedom was fraught with challenges, including
economic hardship, systemic racism, and the rise of discriminatory laws such as Black
Codes and later Jim Crow statutes.

Challenges Following Emancipation

The abolition of slavery did not immediately translate to equality or improved living
conditions for formerly enslaved individuals. Many faced:

Economic exploitation through sharecropping and tenant farming

Legal discrimination and disenfranchisement



Violence and intimidation from groups opposing African American advancement

Social and institutional barriers to education and political participation

Douglass himself recognized these ongoing struggles and continued to fight for civil rights,
suffrage, and social justice long after slavery’s formal end.

Comparing the Emancipation Proclamation and
the Thirteenth Amendment

Understanding the distinction between these two pivotal documents is essential when
discussing the last days of slavery and the last day of slavery.

Emancipation Proclamation (1863): A wartime executive order that declared1.
freedom for slaves in Confederate states but did not apply to border states loyal to the
Union or areas under Union control. It was a strategic tool to weaken the Confederacy
and redefine the war’s moral purpose.

Thirteenth Amendment (1865): A constitutional amendment that abolished slavery2.
nationwide, legally ending the institution and making involuntary servitude illegal
except as punishment for a crime.

Douglass initially critiqued the Emancipation Proclamation for its limitations but ultimately
supported it as a crucial step. He championed the Thirteenth Amendment as the definitive
legal victory in the abolitionist struggle.

Legacy of Frederick Douglass in the Post-Emancipation
Era

Frederick Douglass’s influence extended beyond the abolition of slavery. His advocacy for
equal rights laid foundational groundwork for the civil rights movements that followed. He
addressed issues of racial equality, women’s suffrage, and education, emphasizing that true
freedom required political, social, and economic empowerment.

Douglass’s legacy also serves as a reminder of the complexities surrounding the last days
of slavery and the last day of slavery. While emancipation was momentous, it was not an
endpoint but a beginning of a new phase in the ongoing struggle for justice.



Conclusion: The End of Slavery and the Beginning
of a New Struggle

The narrative of frederick douglass the last days of slavery last day of slavery
underscores that the abolition of slavery was both a monumental achievement and the
commencement of unresolved challenges. Douglass’s life and work exemplify the courage
and determination required to confront entrenched systems of oppression.

The last day of slavery, legally marked by the Thirteenth Amendment, closed a dark
chapter in American history but opened a complex era of reconstruction, resistance, and
reform. Frederick Douglass’s enduring voice continues to inspire efforts toward equality and
justice, reminding us that freedom is an ongoing pursuit rather than a fixed moment in
time.

Frederick Douglass The Last Days Of Slavery Last Day Of
Slavery

  frederick douglass the last days of slavery last day of slavery: English Language Arts,
Grade 7 Module 3A PCG Education, 2015-12-16 Paths to College and Career Jossey-Bass and PCG
Education are proud to bring the Paths to College and Career English Language Arts (ELA)
curriculum and professional development resources for grades 6–12 to educators across the country.
Originally developed for EngageNY and written with a focus on the shifts in instructional practice
and student experiences the standards require, Paths to College and Career includes daily lesson
plans, guiding questions, recommended texts, scaffolding strategies and other classroom resources.
Paths to College and Career is a concrete and practical ELA instructional program that engages
students with compelling and complex texts. At each grade level, Paths to College and Career
delivers a yearlong curriculum that develops all students' ability to read closely and engage in
text-based discussions, build evidence-based claims and arguments, conduct research and write
from sources, and expand their academic vocabulary. Paths to College and Career's instructional
resources address the needs of all learners, including students with disabilities, English language
learners, and gifted and talented students. This enhanced curriculum provides teachers with freshly
designed Teacher Guides that make the curriculum more accessible and flexible, a Teacher
Resource Book for each module that includes all of the materials educators need to manage
instruction, and Student Journals that give students learning tools for each module and a single
place to organize and document their learning. As the creators of the Paths ELA curriculum for
grades 6–12, PCG Education provides a professional learning program that ensures the success of
the curriculum. The program includes: Nationally recognized professional development from an
organization that has been immersed in the new standards since their inception. Blended learning
experiences for teachers and leaders that enrich and extend the learning. A train-the-trainer
program that builds capacity and provides resources and individual support for embedded leaders
and coaches. Paths offers schools and districts a unique approach to ensuring college and career
readiness for all students, providing state-of-the-art curriculum and state-of-the-art implementation.
  frederick douglass the last days of slavery last day of slavery: Frederick Douglass
Gregory P. Lampe, 2012-01-01 This work in the MSU Press Rhetoric and Public Affairs Series
chronicles Frederick Douglass's preparation for a career in oratory, his emergence as an abolitionist
lecturer in 1841, and his development and activities as a public speaker and reformer from 1841 to

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-177/frederick-douglass-the-last-days-of-slavery-last-day-of-slavery.pdf
https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-177/frederick-douglass-the-last-days-of-slavery-last-day-of-slavery.pdf


1845. Lampe's meticulous scholarship overturns much of the conventional wisdom about this phase
of Douglass's life and career uncovering new information about his experiences as a slave and as a
fugitive; it provokes a deeper and richer understanding of this renowned orator's emergence as an
important voice in the crusade to end slavery. Contrary to conventional wisdom, Douglass was well
prepared to become a full-time lecturer for the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society in 1841. His
emergence as an eloquent voice from slavery was not as miraculous as scholars have led us to
believe. Lampe begins by tracing Douglass's life as slave in Maryland and as fugitive in New
Bedford, showing that experiences gained at this time in his life contributed powerfully to his
understanding of rhetoric and to his development as an orator. An examination of his daily oratorical
activities from the time of his emergence in Nantucket in 1841 until his departure for England in
1845 dispels many conventional beliefs surrounding this period, especially the belief that Douglass
was under the wing of William Lloyd Garrison. Lampe's research shows that Douglass was much
more outspoken and independent than previously thought and that at times he was in conflict with
white abolitionists. Included in this work is a complete itinerary of Douglass's oratorical activities,
correcting errors and omissions in previously published works, as well as two newly discovered
complete speech texts, never before published.
  frederick douglass the last days of slavery last day of slavery: How to Get Your Child to
Love Reading Esmé Raji Codell, 2003-01-01 Offers advice and guidelines on how to expand a child's
world through books and reading, introducing three thousand teacher-recommended book titles,
craft ideas, projects, recipes, and reading club tips.
  frederick douglass the last days of slavery last day of slavery: Historical Fiction for
Children Fiona M. Collins, Judith Graham, 2013-10-18 Historical fiction has a great deal to offer as
its readers and devotees have always known. The time is ripe however for the historical novel and
historical picture book to be promoted more emphatically so that many more are made aware of the
delight and learning to be found in the genre. The editors of this book invited authors, academic
writers and teachers to reflect on the nature, scope, range and richness of historical fiction for
children. What is collected here provides an overview of the field, a consideration of significant
writers of historical fiction from the nineteenth century onwards, a sense of the various historical
eras commonly explored (Stone Age to World War 2), a discussion of commonly raised issues,
themes and topics such as child labor, slavery and migration, and a forum for writers to reveal their
insights into the writing of historical fiction. Julian Atterton, Berlie Doherty, Michael Foreman and
Philip Pullman have made contributions. It provides evidence of children and students engaging
creatively with historical fiction.
  frederick douglass the last days of slavery last day of slavery: Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass, an American Slave & Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl Frederick
Douglass, Harriet Jacobs, 2000-10-10 Introduction by Kwame Anthony Appiah Commentary by Jean
Fagan Yellin and Margaret Fuller This Modern Library edition combines two of the most important
African American slave narratives—crucial works that each illuminate and inform the other.
Frederick Douglass’s Narrative, first published in 1845, is an enlightening and incendiary text. Born
into slavery, Douglass became the preeminent spokesman for his people during his life; his narrative
is an unparalleled account of the dehumanizing effects of slavery and Douglass’s own triumph over
it. Like Douglass, Harriet Jacobs was born into slavery, and in 1861 she published Incidents in the
Life of a Slave Girl, now recognized as the most comprehensive antebellum slave narrative written
by a woman. Jacobs’s account broke the silence on the exploitation of African American female
slaves, and it remains essential reading. Includes a Modern Library Reading Group Guide
  frederick douglass the last days of slavery last day of slavery: Teaching the Truth Miriam
Tager, 2024-01-16 Teaching the truth about our history to young children is essential in our quest to
dismantle racism in the United States. Pre-service teachers must reconceptualize teaching history to
young children by teaching the hidden histories of our nation so that young children can challenge
their own biases and assumptions created by a white supremacist society. Teaching the Truth:
Uncovering the Hidden History of Racism with Young Children counters the recent narrative that



African American History should be whitewashed instead centering it in the early childhood
curriculum. Topics covered in this book include: the institution of slavery, Reconstruction, Jim Crow
era, The Great Migration, Segregation of schools, Civil Rights and Voting Rights, Police Brutality and
Black Lives Matter.
  frederick douglass the last days of slavery last day of slavery: Literature Connections to
American History K6 Lynda G. Adamson, 1997-09-15 Identifying thousands of historical fiction
novels, biographies, history trade books, CD-ROMs, and videotapes, this book helps you locate
resources on American history for students. Each book presents information in two sections. In the
first part, titles are listed according to grade levels within eras and further organized according to
product type. The books cover American history from North America Before 1600 and The American
Colonies, 1600-1774 to The Mid-Twentieth Century, 1946-1975 and Since 1975. The second section
has annotated bibliographies that describe each title and includes publication information and
awards won. The focus is on books published since 1990, and all have received at least one favorable
review. Some books with more illustration than text will be valuable for enticing slow or reticent
readers. An index helps users find resources by author, title, or biographical subject.
  frederick douglass the last days of slavery last day of slavery: Encyclopedia of
Christianity in the United States George Thomas Kurian, Mark A. Lamport, 2016-11-10 From the
Founding Fathers through the present, Christianity has exercised powerful influence in the United
States—from its role in shaping politics and social institutions to its hand in inspiring art and
culture. The Encyclopedia of Christianity in the United States outlines the myriad roles Christianity
has played and continues to play. This masterful five-volume reference work includes biographies of
major figures in the Christian church in the United States, influential religious documents and
Supreme Court decisions, and information on theology and theologians, denominations, faith-based
organizations, immigration, art—from decorative arts and film to music and literature—evangelism
and crusades, the significant role of women, racial issues, civil religion, and more. The first volume
opens with introductory essays that provide snapshots of Christianity in the U.S. from pre-colonial
times to the present, as well as a statistical profile and a timeline of key dates and events. Entries
are organized from A to Z. The final volume closes with essays exploring impressions of Christianity
in the United States from other faiths and other parts of the world, as well as a select yet
comprehensive bibliography. Appendices help readers locate entries by thematic section and author,
and a comprehensive index further aids navigation.
  frederick douglass the last days of slavery last day of slavery: Multicultural Literature for
Children and Young Adults Ginny Moore Kruse, 1997 A careful selection of children's and young
adult books with multicultural themes and topics which were published in the United States and
Canada between 1991 and 1996--Preface, p. vii.
  frederick douglass the last days of slavery last day of slavery: Twelve Years a Slave
(First International Student Edition) (Norton Critical Editions) Solomon Northup, 2016-12-15
This Norton Critical Edition of Solomon Northup’s harrowing autobiography is based on the 1853
first edition. It is accompanied by Henry Louis Gates, Jr. and Kevin Burke’s introduction and detailed
explanatory footnotes. The Norton Critical Edition also includes: · The illustrations printed in the
original book. · Contemporary sources (1853—62), among them newspaper accounts of Northup’s
kidnapping and ordeal and commentary by Frederick Douglass, Harriet Beecher Stowe, and Thomas
W. MacMahon. · A Genealogy of Secondary Sources (1880-2015) presenting twenty-four voices
spanning three centuries on the memoir’s major themes. Contributors include George Washington
Williams, Marion Wilson Starling, Kenneth Stampp, Robert B. Stepto, Trish Loughran, and David
Fiske, Clifford W. Brown, Jr., and Rachel Seligman, among others. · The 2013 film adaptation—12
Years a Slave—fully considered, with criticism and major reviews of the film as well as Henry Louis
Gates's three interviews with its director, Steve McQueen. · A Chronology and Selected
Bibliography.
  frederick douglass the last days of slavery last day of slavery: Ebony , 1964-08 EBONY is
the flagship magazine of Johnson Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains



the highest global circulation of any African American-focused magazine.
  frederick douglass the last days of slavery last day of slavery: Novel Destinations,
Second Edition Shannon McKenna Schmidt, Joni Rendon, 2017-05-02 Follow in the footsteps of
much-loved authors, including Ernest Hemingway, James Joyce, Virginia Woolf, Mark Twain, Jack
Kerouac, Jane Austen, and many more. For vacationers who crave meaningful trips and unusual
locales, cue National Geographic's Novel Destinations—a guide for bibliophiles to more than 500
literary sites across the United States and Europe. Check into Hemingway's favorite hotel in Sun
Valley, or stroll about Bath's Royal Crescent while entertaining fantasies of Lizzie Bennett and her
Mr. Darcy. The fully revised second edition includes all of the previous sites—with updated
locations—plus color images and an expanded section on all things Brontë. The book begins with
thematic chapters covering author houses and museums, literary festivals and walking tours. Then,
in-depth explorations of authors and places take readers roaming Franz Kafka's Prague, James
Joyce's Dublin, Louisa May Alcott's New England, and other locales. Peppered with great reading
suggestions and little-known tales of literary gossip, Novel Destinations is a unique travel guide, an
attractive gift book, and the ultimate bibliophile's delight.
  frederick douglass the last days of slavery last day of slavery: Abolitionists Remember Julie
Roy Jeffrey, 2012-02-01 In Abolitionists Remember, Julie Roy Jeffrey illuminates a second,
little-noted antislavery struggle as abolitionists in the postwar period attempted to counter the
nation's growing inclination to forget why the war was fought, what slavery was really like, and why
the abolitionist cause was so important. In the rush to mend fences after the Civil War, the memory
of the past faded and turned romantic--slaves became quaint, owners kindly, and the war itself a
noble struggle for the Union. Jeffrey examines the autobiographical writings of former abolitionists
such as Laura Haviland, Frederick Douglass, Parker Pillsbury, and Samuel J. May, revealing that
they wrote not only to counter the popular image of themselves as fanatics, but also to remind
readers of the harsh reality of slavery and to advocate equal rights for African Americans in an era of
growing racism, Jim Crow, and the Ku Klux Klan. These abolitionists, who went to great lengths to
get their accounts published, challenged every important point of the reconciliation narrative, trying
to salvage the nobility of their work for emancipation and African Americans and defending their
own participation in the great events of their day.
  frederick douglass the last days of slavery last day of slavery: The Independent , 1906
  frederick douglass the last days of slavery last day of slavery: A Concise Chronicle
History of the African-American People Experience in America Henry Epps, 2012-09-04 a
concise chronicle history of the African American people experience in america histroy maps out the
history of the black people from slavery to the white house. Blacks have suffered from slavery,
lynching, brutailty and murder and yet these people are still thriving in a society that is oppossed to
their success. We shall overcome can still be heard in the spirit of African-American people.
  frederick douglass the last days of slavery last day of slavery: A Concise Chronicle
History of the African-American People Eperience in America Henry Epps, 2012-08-26 This
book highlights the great experences of African-American people in the United States.
  frederick douglass the last days of slavery last day of slavery: Slave Narratives (LOA #114)
William L. Andrews, Henry Louis Gates, 2000-01-15 The ten works collected in this volume
demonstrate how a diverse group of writers challenged the conscience of a nation and laid the
foundations of the African American literary tradition by expressing their in anger, pain, sorrow, and
courage. Included in the volume: Narrative of the Most Remarkable Particulars in the Life of James
Albert Ukawsaw Gronniosaw; Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano; The Confessions
of Nat Turner; Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass; Narrative of William W. Brown; Narrative
of the Life and Adventures of Henry Bibb; Narrative of Sojouner Truth; Ellen and William Craft's
Running a Thousand Miles for Freedom; Harriet Jacobs' Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl and
Narrative of the Life of J. D.Green. LIBRARY OF AMERICA is an independent nonprofit cultural
organization founded in 1979 to preserve our nation’s literary heritage by publishing, and keeping
permanently in print, America’s best and most significant writing. The Library of America series



includes more than 300 volumes to date, authoritative editions that average 1,000 pages in length,
feature cloth covers, sewn bindings, and ribbon markers, and are printed on premium acid-free
paper that will last for centuries.
  frederick douglass the last days of slavery last day of slavery: The Christian Experience
Michael Molloy, 2017-04-06 How do we study Christian life and thought? How have political and
cultural events influenced the experiences of Christians in different places, at different times? How
has the world's largest religion been lived in varied parts of the world? The Christian Experience is
the first textbook to unite traditional approaches to Christianity with special attention to art, music,
architecture, and lived experiences. The material, individual, and personal sides of Christianity are
brought to the fore throughout this chronological survey. Every chapter begins with a first
encounter in order to bring the subject matter to life for students, mirroring the author's approach
in his successful book Experiencing the World's Religions. This book on Christianity features over
100 color images, maps, and diagrams, and each chapter ends by pointing to additional print and
electronic resources. Michael Molloy considers practices, insights, and artistic creations of
Christians across the centuries. The book shows how Christian belief is being practiced in our own
time, and it invites readers to imagine how Christianity might evolve in the future.
  frederick douglass the last days of slavery last day of slavery: The Underground Railroad
Mary Ellen Snodgrass, 2015-03-26 Provides a look at the network known as the Underground
Railroad - that mysterious system of individuals and organizations that helped slaves escape the
American South to freedom during the years before the Civil War. This work also explores the
people, places, writings, laws, and organizations that made this network possible.
  frederick douglass the last days of slavery last day of slavery: Civil War Places Gary W.
Gallagher, J. Matthew Gallman, 2019-02-08 Much has been written about place and Civil War
memory, but how do we personally remember and commemorate this part of our collective past?
How do battlefields and other historic places help us understand our own history? What kinds of
places are worth remembering and why? In this collection of essays, some of the most esteemed
historians of the Civil War select a single meaningful place related to the war and narrate its
significance. Included here are meditations on a wide assortment of places — Devil’s Den at
Gettysburg, Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond, the statue of William T. Sherman in New York’s
Central Park, Burnside Bridge at Antietam, the McLean House in Appomattox, and more. Paired with
a contemporary photograph commissioned specifically for this book, each essay offers an unusual
and accessible glimpse into how historians think about their subjects. In addition to the editors,
contributors include Edward L. Ayers, Stephen Berry, William A. Blair, David W. Blight, Peter S.
Carmichael, Frances M. Clarke, Catherine Clinton, Stephen Cushman, Stephen D. Engle, Drew
Gilpin Faust, Sarah E. Gardner, Judith Giesberg, Lesley J. Gordon, A. Wilson Greene, Caroline E.
Janney, Jacqueline Jones, Ari Kelman, James Marten, Carol Reardon, Aaron Sheehan-Dean, Brenda
E. Stevenson, Elizabeth R. Varon, and Joan Waugh.
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