CHICAGO TRUCK ROUTES LOW CLEARANCE GUIDE

CHicaGo TrUck RouTes Low CLEARANCE GUIDE: NAVIGATING SAFELY THROUGH THE W/ INDY CITY

CHICAGO TRUCK ROUTES LOW CLEARANCE GUIDE IS ESSENTIAL READING FOR TRUCK DRIVERS, FLEET OPERATORS, AND LOGISTICS
PLANNERS WHO FREQUENTLY TRAVERSE THE BUSTLING STREETS OF CHICAGO. KNOWN FOR ITS ICONIC ARCHITECTURE AND DENSE
URBAN LAYOUT, CHICAGO PRESENTS UNIQUE CHALLENGES FOR COMMERCIAL VEHICLES, ESPECIALLY THOSE WITH HEIGHT
RESTRICTIONS. UNDERSTANDING LOW CLEARANCE POINTS, DESIGNATED TRUCK ROUTES, AND REGULATORY NUANCES CAN SAVE
TIME, PREVENT COSTLY ACCIDENTS, AND ENSURE SMOOTH DELIVERIES THROUGHOUT THE CITY.

IF YOU’RE NEW TO DRIVING COMMERCIAL TRUCKS IN CHICAGO OR JUST LOOKING TO OPTIMIZE YOUR ROUTE PLANNING, THIS GUIDE
WILL HELP YOU NAVIGATE THE COMPLEXITIES OF LOW CLEARANCE ZONES WHILE ADHERING TO LOCAL REGULATIONS. LET’S DIVE
INTO WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW TO MOVE YOUR VEHICLE SAFELY AND EFFICIENTLY ACROSS CHICAGO’S ROADWAYS.

UNDERSTANDING Low CLEARANCE CHALLENGES IN CHICAGO

CHICAGO’S URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE IS CHARACTERIZED BY A MIX OF HISTORIC BRIDGES, UNDERPASSES, AND ELEVATED
RAILWAYS THAT IMPOSE HEIGHT RESTRICTIONS ON VEHICLES. FOR TRUCK DRIVERS, ESPECIALLY THOSE OPERATING LARGE BOX
TRUCKS, SEMI-TRAILERS, OR DOUBLE-DECK RIGS, THESE LOW CLEARANCE POINTS CAN POSE SERIOUS RISKS. COLLIDING WITH A
LOW BRIDGE CAN CAUSE SEVERE VEHICLE DAMAGE, TRAFFIC DISRUPTIONS, AND HEFTY FINES.

WHY Low CLEARANCE MATTERS FOR TRUCK DRIVERS

NAVIGATING THROUGH AREAS WITH LOW VERTICAL CLEARANCE REQUIRES PRECISION AND FORETHOUGHT. IT’S NOT JUST ABOUT
AVOIDING DAMAGE TO YOUR VEHICLE;, IT’S ALSO ABOUT SAFETY FOR EVERYONE ON THE ROAD AND MAINTAINING THE FLOW OF
TRAFFIC. LOW CLEARANCE INCIDENTS OFTEN LEAD TO:

- TRAFFIC CONGESTION AND ROAD CLOSURES

- DAMAGE TO INFRASTRUCTURE (BRIDGES, OVERPASSES)
- POTENTIAL INJURY RISKS

- INCREASED INSURANCE AND REPAIR COSTS

GIVEN THESE IMPLICATIONS, UNDERSTANDING CHICAGO’S TRUCK ROUTES WITH LOW CLEARANCE RESTRICTIONS IS VITAL TO KEEP
YOUR OPERATIONS SAFE AND EFFICIENT.

DesIGNATED TrRuUck RouTEes IN CHICAGO

CHICAGO HAS ESTABLISHED SPECIFIC TRUCK ROUTES DESIGNED TO ACCOMMODATE COMMERCIAL VEHICLES, CONSIDERING
FACTORS LIKE ROAD WIDTH, BRIDGE HEIGHT, AND TRAFFIC PATTERNS. THESE ROUTES ARE INTENDED TO GUIDE TRUCK DRIVERS
AWAY FROM ROADS THAT HAVE PHYSICAL RESTRICTIONS OR ARE UNSUITABLE FOR LARGE VEHICLES.

How To IDenTIFy OFFICIAL TRUCK ROUTES

THe CiTY ofF CHICAGO PROVIDES MAPS AND SIGNAGE INDICATING OFFICIAL TRUCK ROUTES AND LOW CLEARANCE WARNINGS. KEY
FEATURES INCLUDE:

- ¥**¥Truck RoUTE SIGNS: ¥ * BLUE AND WHITE SIGNS MARKING ROUTES APPROVED FOR COMMERCIAL TRUCKS.
- *¥¥_ow CLEARANCE W/ ARNING SIGNS:** YELLOW SIGNS SHOWING MAXIMUM VERTICAL CLEARANCE AHEAD.
- ¥**¥GPS AND NAVIGATION AIDS:** MaANY GPS SYSTEMS NOW INCORPORATE TRUCK-SPECIFIC ROUTING TO AVOID LOW



CLEARANCE AREAS.

BEFORE HITTING THE ROAD, IT’S A GOOD IDEA TO CONSULT THE LATEST CHICAGO TRUCK ROUTE MAPS, AVAILABLE ON THE
CiTY oF CHICAGO’S TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT WEBSITE, OR USE SPECIALIZED TRUCK NAVIGATION APPS.

CoMMoN Low CLEARANCE PoINTs To WATCH For

BEING AWARE OF SPECIFIC LOCATIONS PRONE TO LOW CLEARANCES CAN HELP TRUCK DRIVERS PLAN ROUTES PROACTIVELY.
SOME OF THE MOST NOTABLE LOW CLEARANCE SPOTS IN CHICAGO INCLUDE:

o THe CHicaGO TRrANSIT AUTHORITY (CTA) ELEVATED TRACKS: SEVERAL ELEVATED RAILWAY LINES CROSS OVER CITY
STREETS, OFTEN WITH CLEARANCE HEIGHTS BELOW 13 FEET.

e RAILROAD UNDERPASSES: CERTAIN UNDERPASSES IN INDUSTRIAL AREAS HAVE HEIGHT RESTRICTIONS THAT CAN BE AS
Low AS 12 FEET.

o ExXPRESSWAY OVERPASSES: WHILE MOST EXPRESSWAYS ACCOMMODATE TRUCKS, SOME OLDER OVERPASSES ON THE
DAN RYAN AND STEVENSON EXPRESSWAYS HAVE LOWER CLEARANCES.

® BRIDGES OVER THE CHICAGO RIVER: SOME DRAWBRIDGES AND FIXED BRIDGES HAVE CLEARANCE LIMITS, ESPECIALLY
DURING HIGH WATER LEVELS.

TRUCK DRIVERS SHOULD ALWAYS BE VIGILANT FOR POSTED CLEARANCE SIGNS AND AVOID ROUTES WHERE THEIR VEHICLE HEIGHT
EXCEEDS POSTED LIMITS.

Tips ForR MANAGING Low CLEARANCE RIsks

- ALWAYS VERIFY YOUR VEHICLE’S HEIGHT BEFORE DEPARTURE, INCLUDING ANY LOAD HEIGHT.

- USE REAL-TIME NAVIGATION TOOLS WITH TRUCK ROUTING OPTIONS.

- AVOID SHORTCUTS THROUGH RESIDENTIAL OR INDUSTRIAL AREAS KNOWN FOR LOW BRIDGES.

- COMMUNICATE WITH DISPATCH OR LOGISTICS COORDINATORS ABOUT ANY ROUTE RESTRICTIONS.
- BE PREPARED TO REROUTE QUICKLY IF LOW CLEARANCE SIGNS ARE ENCOUNTERED.

REGULATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT

CHICAGO ENFORCES STRICT REGULATIONS ON TRUCK ROUTES AND LOW CLEARANCE ADHERENCE. VIOLATING THESE RULES CAN
RESULT IN FINES AND OTHER PENALTIES.

CiTy ORDINANCES ON TRUCKk RouUTES AND CLEARANCES

- TRUCKS MUST STAY ON DESIGNATED ROUTES UNLESS MAKING DELIVERIES OR PICKUPS.
- HEIGHT RESTRICTIONS ARE LEGALLY BINDING; TRUCKS EXCEEDING CLEARANCE LIMITS ARE PROHIBITED FROM PASSING.
- SIGNAGE INDICATING LOW CLEARANCE MUST BE OBEYED TO AVOID PENALTIES.

THe CHICAGO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (CDOT) WORKS CLOSELY WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT TO MONITOR
COMPLIANCE, OFTEN USING CAMERAS AND PATROLS NEAR KNOWN LOW CLEARANCE AREAS.



IMPLICATIONS OF VIOLATIONS

FAILING TO COMPLY WITH LOW CLEARANCE RESTRICTIONS CAN LEAD TO:

- FINANCIAL PENALTIES RANGING FROM HUNDREDS TO THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS.

- LIABILITY FOR ANY DAMAGE CAUSED TO INFRASTRUCTURE.

- POSSIBLE SUSPENSION OF COMMERCIAL DRIVING PRIVILEGES WITHIN CITY LIMITS.
- INCREASED INSURANCE PREMIUMS.

FOR TRUCKING COMPANIES, THESE CONSEQUENCES EMPHASIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF ROUTE PLANNING AND DRIVER TRAINING
FOCUSED ON CHICAGO’S SPECIFIC LOW CLEARANCE CHALLENGES.

TECHNOLOGY AND TooLS FOR SAFER TRUCK NAVIGATION

ADVANCEMENTS IN TECHNOLOGY HAVE MADE IT EASIER THAN EVER TO AVOID LOW CLEARANCE TRAPS IN CHICAGO.

Truck-SpeciFic GPS SysTeMs

UNLIKE STANDARD GPS UNITS, TRUCK GPS DEVICES INCORPORATE VEHICLE DIMENSIONS, WEIGHT LIMITS, AND ROAD
RESTRICTIONS. THESE SYSTEMS HELP DRIVERS AVOID:

- Low BRIDGES AND OVERPASSES
- WEIGHT-RESTRICTED ROADS
- PROHIBITED TRUCK ZONES

POPULAR APPS AND DEVICES SUCH AS GARMIN DEZL, RAND MCNALLY/ AND SPECIALIZED SMARTPHONE APPS ARE WIDELY USED IN
THE TRUCKING INDUSTRY.

ReaL-TIME TRAFFIC AND RoAD ConDiTION UPDATES

DYNAMIC TRAFFIC APPS LIKE W AZE OR GOOGLE MAPS, WHEN COMBINED WITH TRUCK ROUTE DATA, CAN ALERT DRIVERS TO
TEMPORARY LOW CLEARANCE HAZARDS CAUSED BY CONSTRUCTION OR DETOURS.

INTEGRATION WITH FLEET MANAGEMENT SOFT\WARE

MANY TRUCKING COMPANIES USE FLEET MANAGEMENT PLATFORMS THAT INTEGRATE ROUTE OPTIMIZATION WITH RESTRICTIONS
LIKE LOW CLEARANCE ALERTS. THESE SYSTEMS PROACTIVELY SUGGEST ALTERNATE ROUTES, IMPROVING DELIVERY EFFICIENCY
AND SAFETY.

PLANNING EFFICIENT RouTES AROUND CHICAGO’s Low CLEARANCE ZONES

EFFECTIVE ROUTE PLANNING IS A MIX OF UNDERSTANDING THE CITY’S INFRASTRUCTURE AND LEVERAGING AV AILABLE RESOURCES.

STEPS FOR CREATING A Low CLEARANCE-FRIENDLY ROUTE



1. KNow YOUR VEHICLE DIMENSIONS: ALWAYS HAVE ACCURATE MEASUREMENTS OF YOUR TRUCK’S HEIGHT, INCLUDING
CARGO.

2. ConsuLT OFfFiciAL Truck RouTe MAPS: USE CITY-ISSUED MAPS TO IDENTIFY LEGAL AND SAFE TRUCK ROUTES.
3. Use Truck-SpeciFic NAVIGATION TOOLS: INPUT YOUR VEHICLE SPECS TO RECEIVE CUSTOM ROUTING SUGGESTIONS.
4. MoNITor ReAL-TIME UPDATES: STAY INFORMED ABOUT ROAD CLOSURES OR TEMPORARY LOW CLEARANCE CONDITIONS.

5. PLAN FOR CONTINGENCIES: HAVE BACKUP ROUTES READY IN CASE OF UNEXPECTED OBSTACLES.

BY FOLLOWING THESE STEPS, TRUCK DRIVERS CAN MINIMIZE DELAYS AND AVOID THE COSTLY CONSEQUENCES OF LOW
CLEARANCE MISHAPS.

\X/ ORKING WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES

ENGAGING WITH THE CHICAGO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION OR LOCAL TRUCKING ASSOCIATIONS CAN PROVIDE
ADDITIONAL INSIGHTS. THEY OFTEN OFFER RESOURCES, TRAINING SESSIONS, AND UPDATES ON INFRASTRUCTURE CHANGES
AFFECTING TRUCK ROUTES.

ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR TRUCKERS IN CHICAGO

BEYOND LOW CLEARANCE ISSUES, CHICAGO PRESENTS OTHER CHALLENGES FOR COMMERCIAL TRUCKS, SUCH AS CONGESTION,
RESTRICTED DELIVERY HOURS, AND ENVIRONMENTAL ZONES.

DeLivery TIME RESTRICTIONS

CERTAIN AREAS, ESPECIALLY DOWNTOWN CHICAGO, IMPOSE TIME WINDOWS WHEN TRUCKS CAN MAKE DELIVERIES TO REDUCE
CONGESTION DURING PEAK HOURS.

WEIGHT AND SizE LIMITS

SOME ROUTES MAY HAVE WEIGHT LIMITS OR RESTRICTIONS ON OVERSIZED LOADS, REQUIRING PERMITS OR ALTERNATIVE
ROUTING.

ENVIRONMENTAL AND NOISE REGULATIONS

CHICAGO HAS INITIATIVES TO REDUCE EMISSIONS AND NOISE POLLUTION, INFLUENCING WHICH TRUCKS CAN OPERATE IN CERTAIN
ZONES AND WHEN.

BEING AWARE OF THESE FACTORS ALONGSIDE LOW CLEARANCE ISSUES ENSURES A COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH TO NAVIGATING
CHICAGO’S URBAN LANDSCAPE.

NAVIGATING CHICAGO’S TRUCK ROUTES WITH LOW CLEARANCE IN MIND DOESN’T HAVE TO BE A STRESS-FILLED ORDEAL. W/ITH
THE RIGHT KNOWLEDGE, TOOLS, AND PLANNING, TRUCK DRIVERS CAN CONFIDENTLY MANEUVER THROUGH THE CITY’S COMPLEX



INFRASTRUCTURE. STAYING INFORMED ABOUT DESIGNATED ROUTES, CLEARANCE HEIGHTS, AND LOCAL REGULATIONS IS THE KEY
TO KEEPING YOUR DELIVERIES ON TRACK AND YOUR VEHICLE SAFE. WHETHER YOU’RE A LOCAL DRIVER OR PASSING THROUGH,
THIS CHICAGO TRUCK ROUTES LOW CLEARANCE GUIDE SERVES AS AN ESSENTIAL RESOURCE FOR MASTERING THE CHALLENGES
UNIQUE To THE WINDY CITY’S ROADS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE THE MAIN LOW CLEARANCE RESTRICTIONS FOR TRUCKS IN CHICAGO?

CHICAGO HAS SEVERAL LOW CLEARANCE BRIDGES AND UNDERPASSES, PARTICULARLY IN THE DOWNTOWN AREA AND NEAR THE
CHICAGO RIVER. TRUCK DRIVERS SHOULD BE AWARE OF CLEARANCES OFTEN BELOW 13 FEET 6 INCHES, WITH SOME AS LOW AS
11 rFeeT. KEY RESTRICTED ROUTES INCLUDE PARTS OF THE KENNEDY EXPRESSWAY AND CERTAIN DOWNTOWN STREETS.

\¥/HERE CAN | FIND AN UPDATED LOW CLEARANCE TRUCK ROUTE MAP FOR CHICAGO?

THe CiTY of CHICAGO'S DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION WEBSITE PROVIDES UPDATED MAPS AND GUIDES FOR TRUCK
ROUTES, INCLUDING LOW CLEARANCE AREAS. ADDITIONALLY, SPECIALIZED GPS APPS FOR TRUCKERS OFTEN INCORPORATE
CHICAGO'S LOW CLEARANCE DATA FOR SAFER NAVIGATION.

ARE THERE DESIGNATED TRUCK ROUTES IN CHICAGO TO AVOID LOW CLEARANCE
OBSTACLES?

YES/ CHICAGO HAS DESIGNATED TRUCK ROUTES SPECIFICALLY PLANNED TO AVOID LOW CLEARANCE BRIDGES AND UNDERPASSES.
THESE ROUTES ARE MARKED WITH SIGNAGE AND ARE ENCOURAGED FOR TRUCKS TO MINIMIZE THE RISK OF COLLISIONS AND
DELAYS.

\W/HAT SHOULD TRUCK DRIVERS DO IF THEIR ROUTE INCLUDES A LOW CLEARANCE BRIDGE
IN CHICAGO?

TRUCK DRIVERS SHOULD PLAN THEIR ROUTES IN ADVANCE USING THE CHICAGO TRUCK ROUTE LOW CLEARANCE GUIDE TO AVOID
SUCH BRIDGES. IF UNAVOIDABLE, THEY SHOULD VERIFY THEIR VEHICLE HEIGHT AND SEEK ALTERNATIVE ROUTES OR CONTACT
LOCAL AUTHORITIES FOR GUIDANCE.

How poes CHICAGO ENFORCE LOW CLEARANCE RESTRICTIONS FOR TRUCKS?

CHICAGO ENFORCES LOW CLEARANCE RESTRICTIONS THROUGH POSTED SIGNAGE, PHYSICAL BARRIERS, AND OCCASIONAL
MONITORING BY TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS. VIOLATIONS CAN RESULT IN FINES AND POTENTIAL DAMAGE LIABILITY, SO
ADHERENCE TO THE LOW CLEARANCE GUIDE IS CRITICAL FOR TRUCK DRIVERS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

CHicaGgo Truck RouTes Low CLEARANCE GUIDE

CHICAGO TRUCK ROUTES LOW CLEARANCE GUIDE SERVES AS AN ESSENTIAL RESOURCE FOR COMMERCIAL DRIVERS NAVIGATING
THE COMPLEX URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE OF CHICAGO. THE CITY’S DENSE NETWORK OF ELEVATED EXPRESSWAYS, UNDERPASSES,
AND BRIDGES PRESENTS UNIQUE CHALLENGES, PARTICULARLY FOR LARGE TRUCKS AND HEAVY VEHICLES THAT MUST ADHERE TO
STRICT HEIGHT RESTRICTIONS. UNDERSTANDING THESE LOW CLEARANCE POINTS AND DESIGNATED TRUCK ROUTES IS CRUCIAL FOR
ENSURING SAFETY, AVOIDING COSTLY FINES, AND MAINTAINING EFFICIENT DELIVERY SCHEDULES IN ONE OF AMERICA’S BUSIEST
TRANSPORTATION HUBS.

NAVIGATING CHICAGO’S TRUCK ROUTES WHILE MANAGING LOW CLEARANCE OBSTACLES REQUIRES MORE THAN JUST FAMILIARITY
WITH GPS SYSTEMS. |T DEMANDS A NUANCED COMPREHENSION OF MUNICIPAL REGULATIONS, UP-TO-DATE KNOWLEDGE OF ROUTE



ADVISORIES, AND AN ABILITY TO ANTICIPATE POTENTIAL HAZARDS POSED BY NARROW LANES AND RESTRICTED VERTICAL
CLEARANCES. THIS GUIDE WILL DELVE INTO THE ESSENTIAL ASPECTS OF CHICAGO’S TRUCK ROUTE SYSTEM, HIGHLIGHT CRITICAL
LOW CLEARANCE AREAS, AND EXPLORE HOW TECHNOLOGY AND CITY PLANNING INTERSECT TO FACILITATE SAFER, MORE EFFICIENT
FREIGHT MOVEMENT.

UNDERSTANDING CHICAGO’s TRUCK ROUTE SYSTEM

CHICAGO’S INFRASTRUCTURE IS CHARACTERIZED BY A MIXTURE OF HISTORIC ROADWAYS AND MODERN EXPRESSWAYS, MANY OF
WHICH WERE NOT ORIGINALLY DESIGNED TO ACCOMMODATE TODAY’S LARGER COMMERCIAL VEHICLES. AS A RESULT, THE CITY
HAS IMPLEMENTED A COMPREHENSIVE NETWORK OF DESIGNATED TRUCK ROUTES INTENDED TO MANAGE TRAFFIC FLOW AND
MITIGATE RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH LOW CLEARANCE STRUCTURES.

DesIGNATED TRUCk RouTES AND THEIR PURPOSE

THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVE OF CHICAGO’S TRUCK ROUTE SYSTEM IS TO DIRECT COMMERCIAL VEHICLES ALONG STREETS THAT CAN
SAFELY SUPPORT THEIR SIZE AND WEIGHT. THESE ROUTES OFTEN BYPASS RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS AND AREAS WITH TIGHT
ROADWAYS OR LOW BRIDGES, REDUCING THE RISK OF ACCIDENTS AND PROPERTY DAMAGE. THe CHICAGO DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION (CDOT) MAINTAINS AND UPDATES THESE ROUTES REGULARLY, INCORPORATING FEEDBACK FROM TRUCKING
COMPANIES, CITY PLANNERS, AND PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICIALS.

ADHERING TO OFFICIAL TRUCK ROUTES IS LEGALLY MANDATED FOR VEHICLES EXCEEDING CERTAIN DIMENSIONS, WITH FINES
IMPOSED FOR VIOLATIONS THAT COMPROMISE PUBLIC SAFETY OR INFRASTRUCTURE INTEGRITY. THEREFORE, A COMPREHENSIVE
UNDERSTANDING OF THESE ROUTES IS INDISPENSABLE FOR TRUCK OPERATORS WORKING WITHIN THE CHICAGO METROPOLITAN
AREA.

Low CLEARANCE CHALLENGES IN CHICAGO

ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT OBSTACLES FOR TRUCK DRIVERS IN CHICAGO IS NEGOTIATING LOW CLEARANCE UNDERPASSES
AND BRIDGES. BECAUSE CHICAGO’S URBAN LANDSCAPE INCLUDES NUMEROUS ELEVATED TRAIN TRACKS AND HISTORIC BRIDGES,
VERTICAL CLEARANCE ISSUES ARE COMMON, ESPECIALLY IN DOWNTOWN AND INDUSTRIAL ZONES.

FOR EXAMPLE, THE EISENHOWER ExPRESSWAY (I-290) AND PARTS OF THE DAN RYAN ExPrRESSWAY (1-90/1-94) FEATURE
SEVERAL LOW CLEARANCE POINTS THAT REQUIRE CAREFUL NAVIGATION. THE CITY POSTS CLEARANCE HEIGHTS PROMINENTLY,
BUT SUDDEN CHANGES IN ELEVATION OR UNEXPECTED DETOURS CAN LEAD TO DANGEROUS SITUATIONS IF DRIVERS ARE
UNPREPARED.

Key Low CLEARANCE LOCATIONS AND ROUTE ALTERNATIVES

TO MINIMIZE THE RISK OF COLLISIONS AND DELAYS, IT IS CRITICAL FOR TRUCK DRIVERS TO BE AWARE OF SPECIFIC LOW
CLEARANCE LOCATIONS WITHIN CHICAGO AND TO PLAN ALTERNATIVE ROUTES WHEN NECESSARY.

NoTABLE Low CLEARANCE BRIDGES AND UNDERPASSES

o OGDEN AVENUE BRIDGE: W/ITH A CLEARANCE OF APPROXIMATELY 12 FEET & INCHES, THIS BRIDGE IS A COMMON
CHALLENGE FOR TALLER COMMERCIAL VEHICLES. TRUCK DRIVERS ARE ADVISED TO USE ALTERNATE ROUTES THAT
CIRCUMVENT OGDEN AVENUE, PARTICULARLY FOR LOADS EXCEEDING STANDARD HEIGHT RESTRICTIONS.



* \WESTERN AVENUE UNDERPASSES: SEVERAL UNDERPASSES ALONG W/ESTERN AVENUE, ESPECIALLY NEAR THE WEST SIDE,
HAVE CLEARANCES BELOW 13 FEET, MAKING THEM UNSUITABLE FOR HIGH-PROFILE TRUCKS.

o LAKE STREET BRIDGE: THIS BRIDGE NEAR DOWNTOWN CHICAGO HAS A CLEARANCE OF ABOUT 11 FEET 8 INCHES, POSING
SIGNIFICANT RISKS FOR TALLER TRUCKS AND REQUIRING DETOURS THROUGH DESIGNATED TRUCK ROUTES.

* RAILROAD VIADUCTS: NUMEROUS RAILROAD OVERPASSES SCATTERED THROUGHOUT THE CITY’S INDUSTRIAL CORRIDORS
OFTEN FEATURE LOW VERTICAL CLEARANCES, NECESSITATING VIGILANCE AND ROUTE PLANNING.

RecoMMENDED ALTERNATIVE ROUTES

CDOT AND LOCAL TRUCKING ASSOCIATIONS SUGGEST SEVERAL ALTERNATIVE CORRIDORS DESIGNED TO ACCOMMODATE LARGE
VEHICLES SAFELY:

o INTERSTATE 55 (STEVENSON EXPRESSWAY): OFFERS HIGHER CLEARANCES AND IS PREFERRED FOR SOUTHBOUND FREIGHT
TRAFFIC.

o INTERSTATE 90/94 (DAN RYAN EXPRESSWAY): \WHILE PARTS HAVE LOW CLEARANCE POINTS, MANY SECTIONS ARE
SUITABLE FOR LARGER TRUCKS WITH PROPER ROUTE PLANNING.

o L AKe SHORE DRIVE: GENERALLY AVOIDED BY COMMERCIAL TRUCKS BUT CAN BE USED BY SMALLER VEHICLES WITH HEIGHT
RESTRICTIONS IN MIND.

o DesIGNATED TRUCK STREETS: ROADS LIKE CICERO AVENUE AND PULASKI ROAD ARE COMMONLY UTILIZED BY FREIGHT
OPERATORS DUE TO THEIR COMPLIANCE WITH CLEARANCE AND WEIGHT REQUIREMENTS.

TecHNoLOGY AND TooLs FOR NAVIGATING Low CLEARANCE ROUTES

INCORPORATING TECHNOLOGY INTO ROUTE PLANNING HAS BECOME INDISPENSABLE FOR DRIVERS DEALING WITH CHICAGO’S LOW
CLEARANCE CHALLENGES. ADVANCED GPS SYSTEMS AND MOBILE APPLICATIONS NOW OFFER SPECIALIZED FEATURES CATERED TO
COMMERCIAL TRUCKING.

GPS SYsSTEMS WITH TRUCK-SPECIFIC ROUTING

STANDARD GPS DEVICES OFTEN FAIL TO ACCOUNT FOR VEHICLE DIMENSIONS, LEADING TO INADVERTENT ROUTING THROUGH
LOW CLEARANCE AREAS. TRUCK-SPECIFIC GPS SYSTEMS, SUCH AS THOSE PROVIDED BY RAND MCNALLY AND GARMIN,
INTEGRATE UP-TO-DATE MUNICIPAL DATA ON HEIGHT RESTRICTIONS, WEIGHT LIMITS, AND TRUCK-ONLY ROUTES. THESE SYSTEMS
DYNAMICALLY ADJUST SUGGESTED PATHS, HELPING DRIVERS AVOID PROBLEMATIC OVERPASSES AND BRIDGES.

MosiLE APPS AND REAL-TIME ALERTS

APPLICATIONS LIKE TRUCKER PATH AND SMART TRUCKROUTE SUPPLY REAL-TIME INFORMATION ON ROAD CONDITIONS,
CLOSURES, AND CLEARANCE W ARNINGS. DRIVERS CAN RECEIVE ALERTS ABOUT LOW CLEARANCE HAZARDS AHEAD, DETOURS, AND
TRAFFIC CONGESTION, ENABLING PROACTIVE DECISION"MAKING AND MINIMIZING DOWNTIME.



CiTY AND STATE RESOURCES

THE ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (IDOT) AND CHICAGO’S MUNICIPAL WERBSITES REGULARLY PUBLISH MAPS AND
ADVISORIES HIGHLIGHTING LOW CLEARANCE ZONES AND TRUCK ROUTE MODIFICATIONS. ACCESSING THESE OFFICIAL RESOURCES
ENSURES COMPLIANCE WITH THE LATEST REGULATIONS AND INFRASTRUCTURE CHANGES.

IMPLICATIONS OF NON-CoMPLIANCE AND SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS

|GNORING LOW CLEARANCE RESTRICTIONS CAN LEAD TO SEVERE CONSEQUENCES INCLUDING VEHICLE DAMAGE, INFRASTRUCTURE
IMPAIRMENT, AND PUBLIC SAFETY RISKS. COLLISIONS WITH LOW BRIDGES NOT ONLY ENDANGER DRIVERS AND OTHER ROAD USERS
BUT ALSO DISRUPT TRAFFIC FLOW , INCURRING COSTLY DELAYS AND REPAIR EXPENSES.

EconoMic AND LEGAL REPERCUSSIONS

FINES FOR VIOLATING DESIGNATED TRUCK ROUTES OR FAILING TO OBSERVE CLEARANCE REQUIREMENTS CAN BE SUBSTANTIAL.
ADDITIONALLY, INSURANCE CLAIMS ARISING FROM CLEARANCE-RELATED ACCIDENTS MAY LEAD TO INCREASED PREMIUMS AND
POTENTIAL LIABILITY LAWSUITS. FOR LOGISTICS COMPANIES, SUCH INCIDENTS CAN TARNISH REPUTATIONS AND IMPACT CLIENT
RELATIONSHIPS.

BesT PrRACTICES FOR TrRUCKk OPERATORS

ALWAYS VERIFY THE HEIGHT OF THE VEHICLE AND LOAD BEFORE DEPARTURE.

® PLAN ROUTES USING TRUCK-SPECIFIC NAVIGATION TOOLS THAT INCORPORATE CLEARANCE DATA.
® STAY INFORMED ABOUT TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS DUE TO CONSTRUCTION OR EVENTS.

® MAINTAIN COMMUNICATION WITH DISPATCHERS AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES FOR UPDATES.

® EXERCISE CAUTION AND REDUCE SPEED WHEN APPROACHING KNOWN LOW CLEARANCE STRUCTURES.

FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS AND INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS

CHICAGO CONTINUES TO INVEST IN INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS TO ALLEVIATE LOW CLEARANCE CHALLENGES FOR
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES. EFFORTS INCLUDE RAISING BRIDGE HEIGHTS WHERE FEASIBLE, ENHANCING SIGNAGE, AND EXPANDING THE
NETWORK OF DESIGNATED TRUCK ROUTES. MOREOVER, THE INTEGRATION OF SMART CITY TECHNOLOGIES PROMISES TO DELIVER
MORE SOPHISTICATED TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS, FURTHER IMPROVING SAFETY AND EFFICIENCY.

THE CITY’S LONG-TERM TRANSPORTATION PLANS ALSO EMPHASIZE MULTIMODAL FREIGHT CORRIDORS THAT BALANCE TRUCK
TRAFFIC WITH PUBLIC TRANSIT AND PEDESTRIAN NEEDS. THESE INITIATIVES AIM TO REDUCE CONGESTION AND ENVIRONMENT AL
IMPACTS WHILE SUPPORTING ECONOMIC GROW TH.

NAVIGATING CHICAGO’S COMPLEX URBAN ENVIRONMENT REQUIRES A THOROUGH UNDERSTANDING OF TRUCK ROUTES AND LOW
CLEARANCE ISSUES. BY LEVERAGING AV AILABLE RESOURCES, ADHERING TO REGULATIONS, AND UTILIZING MODERN TECHNOLOGY,
TRUCK DRIVERS AND FLEET MANAGERS CAN OPTIMIZE THEIR OPERATIONS AND MAINTAIN SAFETY ACROSS THIS VIBRANT
METROPOLITAN LANDSCAPE.
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