california smog check history

California Smog Check History: Tracing the Evolution of Vehicle Emissions
Testing

california smog check history is a fascinating journey into how one of the
most environmentally conscious states in the U.S. has tackled air pollution
from vehicles over the past several decades. California’s smog check program
is not just a routine test for car owners; it’s a critical environmental
safeguard that grew out of necessity, innovation, and legislative action to
combat the state's notorious air quality problems. Understanding this history
sheds light on why California’s approach to vehicle emissions testing remains
a model for other states and countries striving to improve air quality.

The Origins of California’s Smog Problem

Before diving into the smog check program itself, it’s important to
understand why California became so invested in controlling vehicle
emissions. In the mid-20th century, California experienced rapid urban
growth, especially in places like Los Angeles and the San Joaquin Valley.
With booming population and car ownership, smog— a form of air pollution
dominated by ground-level ozone —became a severe public health issue.

By the 1950s and 1960s, Los Angeles was infamous for its thick, brownish haze
that could obscure visibility and irritate lungs. The unique geography of the
region, including mountain ranges that trapped air pollutants, combined with
a high density of gasoline-powered vehicles, created the perfect storm for
smog formation. This environmental crisis pushed lawmakers, scientists, and
communities to seek solutions.

The Birth of the Smog Check Program

Early Legislative Efforts and Air Quality
Regulations

California’s first major step in regulating vehicle emissions came in the
1960s. The California Air Resources Board (CARB), established in 1967, took
charge of setting air quality standards and reducing pollution from cars and
trucks. CARB’s creation marked a turning point, as the agency was given
authority to develop and enforce stringent emissions regulations that often
exceeded federal requirements.

In 1966, California became the first state to limit tailpipe emissions of



hydrocarbons and carbon monoxide. However, testing and enforcement mechanisms
were initially limited, and many vehicles continued to emit excessive
pollutants unchecked.

The 1984 Introduction of the Smog Check Program

The formal Smog Check program was launched in 1984 as a direct response to
worsening air quality and the realization that voluntary measures weren’t
enough. It mandated periodic emissions testing for vehicles in certain high-
pollution areas, primarily Southern California.

This program required owners of most gasoline-powered vehicles to have their
cars tested every two years at licensed smog check stations. Vehicles that
failed had to be repaired to meet emissions standards before registration
could be renewed. It was one of the first large-scale programs in the country
aimed at identifying and fixing high-polluting vehicles, targeting the “gross
polluters” that disproportionately contributed to smog.

Evolution and Enhancements Over the Decades

Technological Advances in Testing

Over the years, California’s smog check program has evolved alongside
advances in automotive technology and emissions testing methods. Early smog
tests primarily involved tailpipe emissions measurements using basic
analyzers for carbon monoxide (CO) and hydrocarbons (HC).

By the 1990s and 2000s, the program incorporated On-Board Diagnostics (OBD)
testing, which allowed technicians to access a vehicle’s computer system to
identify emissions-related malfunctions more precisely. This shift improved
accuracy, reduced false failures, and helped catch newer types of emissions
issues that tailpipe tests alone might miss.

Expanding Coverage and Stricter Standards

Initially limited to certain counties with the worst air pollution, the smog
check program gradually expanded to include more areas and a broader range of
vehicle models. CARB also tightened emissions standards as vehicle technology
improved and cleaner fuels became available.

For instance, smog checks now cover light-duty gasoline vehicles from model
years 1976 and newer, and heavy-duty vehicles in specific cases. Diesel
vehicles and hybrids have also been integrated into testing requirements in



recent years, reflecting the evolving vehicle landscape.

Smog Check II and Enhanced Enforcement

In 1999, California introduced the Smog Check II program, which mandated more
comprehensive inspections, including visual and functional checks of
emissions-related components like catalytic converters and gas caps. This
helped prevent tampering and ensured that repairs were effective.

The enhanced enforcement also involved stricter penalties for tampering or
fraud and required smog check stations to be licensed and regularly audited
to maintain quality control.

Impact of California’s Smog Check Program

Environmental and Public Health Benefits

California’s smog check history is inseparable from its environmental
successes. The program has played a crucial role in reducing harmful
emissions such as nitrogen oxides (NOx), carbon monoxide, and volatile
organic compounds (VOCs), all of which contribute to smog formation and
respiratory illnesses.

According to CARB data, since the inception of the smog check program,
emissions from passenger vehicles have dropped significantly, even as the
number of registered vehicles and miles driven increased. This has
contributed to improved air quality, fewer asthma attacks, and other health
benefits for millions of Californians.

Economic and Automotive Industry Effects

While some car owners initially viewed smog checks as an inconvenience or an
added expense, the program has encouraged the automotive industry to innovate
cleaner technologies and more durable emissions control systems.
Manufacturers now design vehicles to meet rigorous California standards,
which often exceed federal requirements, pushing the entire industry toward
greener solutions.

Additionally, the smog check program has created a network of certified
repair shops and testing stations, supporting jobs and local economies.



Understanding the Smog Check Process Today

For those unfamiliar with how California’s smog check program works today,
here's a brief overview:

e When: Most gasoline-powered vehicles between 1976 and the latest model
year require testing every two years before registration renewal.

e Where: Testing is conducted at licensed smog check stations throughout
the state.

e What: The test typically includes an emissions analysis either via
tailpipe sampling or OBD system check, plus a visual inspection of
emissions equipment.

e Results: Vehicles that pass receive a certificate allowing registration
renewal. Those that fail must be repaired and retested.

It’s worth noting that some newer vehicles may be exempt for a certain number
of years, and certain counties have specific requirements based on local air
quality needs.

Looking Forward: The Future of California’s
Vehicle Emissions Control

California’s smog check history illustrates a legacy of innovation and
environmental leadership, but the journey is far from over. As electric
vehicles (EVs) become more common and stricter climate goals are set, the
traditional smog check program will continue to adapt.

Emerging technologies such as remote sensing for emissions, real-time data
monitoring, and integration of EV inspections will likely shape future
regulations. Moreover, California’s commitment to reducing greenhouse gases
means that smog checks will remain part of a broader strategy to combat
climate change and improve public health.

For drivers and residents, staying informed about smog check requirements and
the reasons behind them is essential. Beyond regulatory compliance, these
tests help ensure cleaner air and a healthier environment for everyone in the
Golden State.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the history behind the California smog check
program?

The California smog check program was established in 1984 as part of the
state's efforts to reduce air pollution and improve air quality. It was
introduced to identify and repair vehicles with excessive emissions, helping
California combat smog and meet federal clean air standards.

Why did California implement the smog check program
before other states?

California implemented the smog check program early due to its severe air
pollution problems, especially in urban areas like Los Angeles. The state
faced significant challenges with smog and was a leader in environmental
regulation to protect public health and comply with the Clean Air Act.

How has the California smog check program evolved
over time?

Since its inception in 1984, the California smog check program has evolved by
incorporating more stringent testing methods, expanding the types of vehicles
tested, and updating emissions standards. Advances in technology have allowed
for more accurate detection of pollutants, and periodic updates ensure
alignment with federal regulations.

What types of vehicles are subject to California's
smog check program historically?

Historically, the smog check program has applied to most gasoline-powered
vehicles from model years 1976 and newer, excluding certain hybrids, electric
vehicles, and diesel-powered vehicles under specific weight limits. The
program has periodically adjusted the vehicle eligibility criteria to reflect
changes in vehicle technology and emissions standards.

How did the 1990 Clean Air Act Amendments impact
California's smog check program?

The 1990 Clean Air Act Amendments prompted California to enhance its smog
check program to meet stricter federal air quality standards. This included
implementing more rigorous testing procedures, increasing inspection
frequency, and expanding repair assistance programs to ensure compliance and
reduce vehicle emissions further.



What role has technology played in the development
of California's smog check history?

Technology has been central to the development of California's smog check
program, enabling more precise and efficient emissions testing. The
transition from tailpipe tests to onboard diagnostics (0BD) systems in the
1990s and 2000s allowed inspectors to detect emissions problems more
accurately and quickly, improving the program's overall effectiveness.

How successful has the California smog check program
been in reducing vehicle emissions historically?

The California smog check program has been successful in significantly
reducing vehicle emissions since its inception. It has helped lower levels of
pollutants such as nitrogen oxides and hydrocarbons, contributing to improved
air quality and public health. The program is considered a model for other
states and countries aiming to control vehicle emissions.

Additional Resources

California Smog Check History: Tracing the Evolution of Air Quality
Regulation

california smog check history reveals a compelling narrative of environmental
policy, technological innovation, and public health advocacy that has shaped
not only the Golden State but also influenced national approaches to vehicle
emissions control. Since the mid-20th century, California’s persistent
struggle with air pollution, particularly smog, has led to the establishment
of one of the most rigorous and comprehensive vehicle emissions inspection
programs in the United States. Understanding this history offers valuable
insight into the intersections of environmental science, regulatory
frameworks, and automotive technology.

The Origins of Smog Problems in California

California’s smog issues date back to the post-World War II era, particularly
in urban centers like Los Angeles, where rapid industrialization and surging
automobile ownership contributed to deteriorating air quality. The region’s
unique topography—basins surrounded by mountains—combined with a
Mediterranean climate, created ideal conditions for photochemical smog
formation. In the 1940s and 1950s, smog was often visible as a thick,
brownish haze, causing respiratory problems and raising public health
concerns.

Initial responses to the smog crisis focused primarily on industrial
emissions, but it soon became evident that motor vehicles were a significant



contributor. By the 1960s, the link between vehicle exhaust and smog
formation was scientifically established, leading California policymakers to
consider more targeted solutions. This period marked the beginning of state-
level initiatives aimed at curbing automobile emissions.

California Smog Check Program: Birth and
Development

Legislative Foundations and Early Measures

The formal California Smog Check program was established in the 1970s,
following the enactment of the California Clean Air Act of 1988 and the
earlier pioneering efforts in emissions regulation. These laws mandated
regular emissions inspections for most gasoline-powered vehicles,
particularly those registered in urban areas with high smog levels.

The Smog Check program was designed to identify high-emitting vehicles and
ensure that repairs were made to reduce pollutants such as hydrocarbons (HC),
carbon monoxide (CO), and nitrogen oxides (NOx). Early tests were
rudimentary, involving tailpipe measurements with relatively simple
equipment.

Technological Advancements in Testing

Over time, the smog check program evolved to incorporate more sophisticated
testing methods. The introduction of On-Board Diagnostics (OBD) systems in
the 1990s revolutionized emissions testing by allowing inspectors to access a
vehicle’s computer system to detect malfunctions affecting emissions control.

This technological shift improved the accuracy and efficiency of smog
inspections. Vehicles manufactured from 1996 onward were subject to OBD
testing, which complemented traditional tailpipe tests. The dual approach
enhanced the program’s ability to identify vehicles that were polluting
beyond acceptable limits.

Impact of California Smog Check History on Air
Quality



Quantifiable Improvements

Data collected over several decades indicates that California’s Smog Check
program has significantly contributed to reductions in vehicle emissions and
overall air pollution levels. According to the California Air Resources Board
(CARB), emissions from passenger vehicles have decreased by more than 90%
since the 1970s, largely due to stringent emissions standards and the Smog
Check program.

This decline has translated to measurable improvements in public health,
including lower rates of asthma and other respiratory illnesses in urban
areas. Moreover, the program’s success has encouraged other states to adopt
similar vehicle inspection and maintenance protocols.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite its achievements, the Smog Check program has faced criticism. Vehicle
owners sometimes perceive the inspections as costly and inconvenient,
especially when repairs are required to pass the test. There have also been
concerns about the consistency and reliability of smog check stations, with
occasional reports of fraudulent practices.

Furthermore, the program has had to adapt continually to the evolving
automotive landscape, including the rise of electric vehicles (EVs) and
hybrid cars, which present different emissions profiles and testing
requirements.

Modern Developments and Future Directions

California’s commitment to air quality continues to drive updates to the Smog
Check program. Recent regulatory changes have expanded testing requirements
to include more vehicle categories and incorporated stricter emissions
standards reflecting advances in automotive technology.

Additionally, the state is investing in programs to assist low-income vehicle
owners with repair costs, aiming to balance environmental benefits with
social equity considerations. The rise of zero-emission vehicles is also
reshaping the program’s scope, potentially reducing the need for traditional
smog inspections over time.

Integration with Broader Environmental Policies

The Smog Check program operates within a larger framework of California’s
climate and air quality initiatives, including the Global Warming Solutions



Act (AB 32) and the Advanced Clean Cars Program. Together, these policies aim
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and promote sustainable transportation.

By maintaining rigorous vehicle emissions standards and inspection protocols,
the Smog Check program remains a critical tool in California’s multifaceted
approach to combating air pollution and climate change.

Key Features of the California Smog Check
Program

* Mandatory Testing: Most gasoline-powered vehicles between 6 and 30 years
old must undergo biennial smog inspections.

e Testing Methods: Combination of tailpipe emissions tests and OBD system
diagnostics.

* Repair Assistance: Financial aid programs are available to help low-
income owners fix vehicles that fail inspections.

e Certification of Stations: Only licensed smog check stations can perform
official inspections.

» Exemptions: Certain vehicles, such as electric cars and hybrids, have
different or waived testing requirements.

Exploring the California smog check history underscores the complexity and
dynamism of environmental regulation in the face of technological and
societal changes. The program’s evolution reflects a continual balancing act
between protecting public health, supporting technological innovation, and
addressing the practical concerns of vehicle owners across the state. As
California progresses toward cleaner air and sustainable transportation, the
smog check program’s legacy remains integral to the narrative of
environmental stewardship and regulatory success.

California Smog Check History

california smog check history: A HISTORY OF CALIFORNIA Bernard TRIGALLOU,
2025-04-02 Discover the Fascinating Story of the Golden State From its breathtaking natural
landscapes to its transformative social and economic revolutions, California has long captured the
imagination of dreamers, pioneers, and innovators. A History of California takes readers on a
captivating journey through time, exploring the events, cultures, and ideas that shaped this
remarkable region. Ancient Beginnings: Learn how California’s diverse landscapes were formed and
how its earliest inhabitants thrived for thousands of years. Colonial Encounters: Uncover the


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-177/california-smog-check-history.pdf

legacies of Spanish missions, Mexican ranchos, and the dramatic changes brought by American
expansion. The Gold Rush and Beyond: Witness the frenzied search for gold and the rapid
transformation of California into a land of opportunity—and conflict. Agriculture, Industry, and
Technology: Trace the rise of California as a global leader in farming, film, aerospace, and Silicon
Valley innovation. Diversity and Resilience: Explore the rich cultural tapestry created by waves of
immigrants, and the struggles and triumphs of those who shaped its identity. Whether you are a
lifelong Californian or a curious reader fascinated by the story of a land that inspires the world, A
History of California provides a comprehensive and engaging look at the people and events that have
defined this extraordinary state. Praise for A History of California: A masterful exploration of
California’s past and its relevance to the present. This book is essential reading for anyone who
wants to understand the story behind the state that shaped the modern world. Brilliantly written and
richly detailed, A History of California brings the Golden State’s history to life in all its complexity.
Step into the history of California and discover the land of dreams, challenges, and endless
possibilities.

california smog check history: An Interactive History of the Clean Air Act Jonathan
Davidson, Joseph M Norbeck, 2011-12-05 The Clean Air Act of 1970 set out for the United States a
basic, yet ambitious, objective to reduce pollution to levels that protect health and welfare. The Act
set out state and federal regulations to limit emissions and the Environmental Protection Agency
was established to help enforce the regulations. The Act has since had several amendments, notably
in 1977 and 1990, and has successfully helped to increase air quality. This book reviews the history
of the Clean Air Act of 1970 including the political, business, and scientific elements that went into
establishing the Act, emphasizing the importance that scientific evidence played in shaping policy.
The analysis then extends to examine the effects of the Act over the past forty years including the
Environmental Protection Agency's evolving role and the role of states and industry in shaping and
implementing policy. Finally, the book offers best practices to guide allocation of respective
government and industry roles to guide sustainable development. The history and analysis of the
Clean Air Act presented in this book illustrates the centrality of scientific analysis and technological
capacity in driving environmental policy development. It would be useful for policy makers,
environmental scientists, and anyone interested in gaining a clearer understand of the interaction of
science and policy. Offers an overview of the 1970 Clean Air Act and its subsequent effects
Highlights the relationship between policy and scientific discovery Extracts lessons from the United
States to apply to other policy and national contexts

california smog check history: State of California Smog Check Inspection Manual , 2004

california smog check history: State of California Licensed Smog Check Inspection Manual ,
1999

california smog check history: Smog Check Douglas S. Eisinger, 2012-08-21 When federal
and state governments battle over environmental regulations, whose approach should prevail?
Shortly after passage of the 1990 Clean Air Act Amendments, a controversial U.S. EPA mandate led
to an intense conflict between federal regulators and California politicians. The disagreement pitted
EPA's required overhaul of auto inspections against California's desire to self-govern its test
program - popularly called 'Smog Check.' The conflict nearly upended the Clean Air Act, and
triggered dramatic policy shifts throughout the United States. Smog Check presents these struggles
in first-hand detail. Eisinger, an EPA official at the time of this conflict, probes deeply into the issues
and explores broader questions including: when does it become imperative for agencies to bargain
with one another, when should regulatory flexibility and performance-based regulations be favored
over command and control approaches, and what should be done when decisions need to be made in
the face of scientific disagreement? The book also includes insightful commentary from other EPA
participants in the Smog Check controversy. Smog Check's lessons will be relevant to climate
change, air pollution control, and numerous other policy challenges.

california smog check history: Senate Final History California. Legislature. Senate, 1989

california smog check history: April 2004 Evaluation of the California Enhanced Vehicle



Inspection and Maintenance (smog Check) Program California Environmental Protection Agency. Air
Resources Board, 2005

california smog check history: Motor-vehicle Inspection and Maintenance in California Buzz
Breedlove, 1993

california smog check history: Smog Check Advisory , 2000

california smog check history: Smog Check Advisory & Repair Reporter, 1993

california smog check history: Smog Check Inspection Manual , 2002

california smog check history: Assembly Final History California. Legislature. Assembly, 1985

california smog check history: Computerworld , 1975-09-03 For more than 40 years,
Computerworld has been the leading source of technology news and information for IT influencers
worldwide. Computerworld's award-winning Web site (Computerworld.com), twice-monthly
publication, focused conference series and custom research form the hub of the world's largest
global IT media network.

california smog check history: Legal Compilation; Statutes and Legislative History,
Executive Orders, Regulations, Guidelines and Reports , 1973

california smog check history: Introduction to Air in California David Carle, 2006-10-25
What is air? Why is the sky blue? Why do people react favorably to mountain or sea air? How does
desert air differ from the air of California’s Central Valley? How is air pollution affecting plants and
animals? This book is a unique guide to the air we breathe in California. More than a natural history
guide, it approaches this fascinating topic by recognizing the overwhelming role played by humans
in the story of California’s air. In a highly engaging style, David Carle explains daily weather
patterns, seasonal climate, characteristic winds, and sky phenomena. He explores air as the gases in
our atmosphere, but also considers the aspects of air that influence all of our senses—its taste,
smell, feel, and look. The guide discusses California’s history of air quality management, air pollution
and its effect on humans and the environment, and the technological and individual measures
needed to address these challenges. The book also functions as a handbook for more
environmentally conscious living by providing information on alternative energy sources for
consumers and tips for cleaner running cars. * Features 80 color photographs, 23 figures, 18 maps *
Covers regional differences of topography, weather, and the character of the air in California’s
fifteen designated air basins * Includes a field guide to the sky, explaining color and light, clouds and
wind, and the nature of flight * Addresses issues surrounding global climate change in California A
book in the Californians and Their Environment subseries, dedicated to understanding human
influences on the state's ecology and natural resources

california smog check history: Time Strategies, Innovation, and Environmental Policy
Christian Sartorius, Stefan Zundel, 2005-01-01 'Timeliness is a particularly relevant issue in the field
of innovation and diffusion research. This book originates from the observation that innovations are
time critical and asks the question: when and how do windows of opportunity for new environmental
technologies emerge and why do they disappear again? By analysing these windows of opportunity
and possible time strategies for innovation policies, this book represents a highly topical
contribution to a front line issue in environmental and innovation research. The theoretical
framework is applied to well-investigated and highly informative case studies to produce an
interesting, insightful and coherent volume.' - Joseph Huber, Martin-Luther-University, Halle,
Germany This book is the first attempt to systematically introduce the aspect of time into economic
and environmental innovation policy. The authors demonstrate how 'windows of opportunity' for
technological innovations emerge and also explain how they can be identified and effectively
exploited. Technological innovations are widely considered as an opportunity to realise a double
dividend - protect the environment and increase profits by introducing a more sustainable
technology. However, intervention by the state is often needed to overcome the competitive
disadvantage caused by externalities, path dependency and lock-in. The authors provide extensive
evidence that this resistance to technological change is subject to substantial temporal variation.
They argue that it is economically and politically sensible to identify periods of time in which




resistance is weakest and to exploit these 'windows of opportunity' whenever and wherever they
occur. They also highlight how time strategies for innovation policy can involve the preparation and
creation of 'windows' which do not yet exist. Throughout the book, they use an array of varied and
interesting case studies to confirm and illustrate their theoretical findings. These address issues
such as CFC phase-out, the lean-burn engine versus the catalytic converter, ecological alternatives
to chemical pesticides and the zero emission vehicle mandate in California. By exploring the
relationship between time strategies and technological change, this book will undoubtedly lead to a
more efficient and sustainable innovation policy. It will be required reading for academics,
researchers and policymakers working in the fields of environmental innovation, sustainability,
technology policy and political science.

california smog check history: Journal of the Air & Waste Management Association ,
1996

california smog check history: California State Publications California State Library, 1995

california smog check history: Route 66 in California Glen Duncan, 2005 The Mother Road
hauled it all, traversing the American West from Chicago to Santa Monica Beach, the last 350 miles
through Southern California. For settlers, Depression-era Okies and Arkies, and post-World War II
families bound for suburbia, Route 66 was a migration funnel for generations. Wending through the
mountains and badlands of San Bernardino County into Los Angeles County, Route 66 became a
state of mind and a catchphrase for travelers everywhere, especially after singer Bobby Troupe
popularized the hit song (Get Your Kicks on) Route 66 and actors Martin Milner and George Maharis
hit the road with the ragtop down and the shades on in the namesake television series that seemed
to go anywhere every week. The shield of the Route 66 sign has become iconography for the growth
of Southern California's economy, population, popularity, and folklore.

california smog check history: Investigating Identity Theft Judith M. Collins, 2006-02-17
What will you do when you encounter identity theft within your business? Chances are, you have
already lost money to identity theft and business fraud. Look no further than the latest newspaper
headlines to know that it is an epidemic problem and an alarming reality from which no
business-whether small or large-is immune. Although you can't completely stop identity theft from
happening, you can be prepared when it takes place. Investigating Identity Theft: A Guide for
Businesses, Law Enforcement, and Victims is your practical guide for fully understanding and
investigating identity theft. The training that I received from Judy Collins at MSU has been
instrumental to my helping victims of identity theft and locating the person(s) who caused their
nightmare. I have even used the training methods she outlines in this book on a homicide
investigation and it paid off: the perpetrator is now in jail for the rest of his life. I can't say enough
about Dr. Collins and her knowledge of tracking criminals on the Internet; she is a great asset to law
enforcement. -Anthony Abdallah, Police Detective, Inkster Police Department (CID), Inkster,
Michigan This valuable book is an essential, pragmatic guide for the full understanding and
investigation of identity theft crimes. It also establishes Dr. Judith Collins as a foremost national
expert on this growing crime problem that threatens our future. -Dr. Bruce L. Benson, Police Chief
Emeritus, Associate Professor, Criminal Justice, Michigan State University Whether the investigator
is working in the private or public sector, Dr. Collins presents valuable information on the
methodology required to successfully resolve identity theft cases. The use of real-life investigations,
with lessons learned, provides an intriguing and entertaining format while at the same time
sharpening the investigator's skills. If you think investigating identity theft is not worthwhile
because the crime is committed by individuals on randomly selected victims without specific
objectives, goals, or purpose, you need to read this book. -Rod Kinghorn, Director of Investigations,
General Motors Global Security An excellent book. Judith Collins has spent many years investigating
identity theft. Her willingness to share her knowledge with law enforcement, businesses, and victims
is truly a benefit that cannot be found elsewhere. -Juli Liebler, Captain, East Lansing Police
Department, East Lansing, Michigan Well done. Smart idea. . . . This is an excellent, professionally
written book . . . and much needed. -Salman Anwar, Computer Forensic Engineer, Western Michigan




University Police Department As a retired special agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
and having worked the past six years in the private sector, I found Dr. Collins's book to be an
invaluable tool for both the private sector and the law enforcement community. Dr. Collins provides
genuine insight into the complex issues surrounding identity theft. I am confident her book will
assist in both the prevention of identity theft and the detection of those who prey on other's
identities. -Frank Laudan, Investigator, Securitas Security Services USA, Inc. Excellent guide! A
must-read for anyone involved in investigating identity theft! Dr. Collins has become one of the most
respected and knowledgeable authorities in this relatively new field. -Detective Gary A. Guiles
(Retired), Fraud Investigator, Lansing Police Department, Lansing, Michigan
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for the Pacific coastline, Sierra Nevada range, and diverse ecosystems. It has a population of
39,663,800, making it the

California Maps & Facts - World Atlas The State of California is located in the western (Pacific)
region of the United States. California is bordered by the state of Oregon in the north, by Nevada
and Arizona in the

Your 2025 California Bucket List: 19 Top Destinations Embark on an adventure with our
guide to California's best places to visit. Experience stunning national parks, vibrant cities and
serene beaches

25 Best Places to Visit in California - Travel These are the best places to visit in California,
from iconic attractions and national parks to beach towns. Explore wine country, redwood groves,
and more
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