british and world literature

British and World Literature: A Journey Through Timeless Stories and Cultural Narratives

british and world literature have long served as gateways to understanding human
experiences, cultural values, and historical contexts across different societies. From the
poetic verses of Shakespeare to the profound narratives of global authors, literature offers
a unique lens to explore how people think, feel, and connect. Whether you're a student, a
casual reader, or an aspiring writer, delving into both British and world literature enriches
your appreciation of storytelling and broadens your cultural horizons.

The Rich Tapestry of British Literature

British literature holds a special place in the canon of world storytelling, often celebrated for
its diversity, depth, and influence. Its history spans centuries, beginning with medieval
epics and evolving through the Renaissance, the Romantic era, and into modern and
contemporary works.

Foundations: From Chaucer to Shakespeare

One cannot discuss British literature without mentioning Geoffrey Chaucer, often hailed as
the “Father of English literature.” His work, *The Canterbury Tales*, introduced readers to a
vibrant array of characters and stories, blending humor, morality, and social commentary.
Moving forward a few centuries, William Shakespeare’s plays and sonnets elevated the
English language to new artistic heights. His exploration of human nature, politics, love,
and tragedy remains unparalleled and continues to inspire countless adaptations
worldwide.

Romanticism and the Rise of Novelists

The late 18th and early 19th centuries saw the flourishing of Romantic poets like William
Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge, who emphasized emotion, nature, and
individualism. Simultaneously, novelists such as Jane Austen and the Bronté sisters began
crafting stories that examined social structures, gender roles, and personal morality. Their
works provide critical insights into British society and remain beloved for their timeless
appeal.

Modern and Contemporary Voices

British literature in the 20th and 21st centuries has embraced experimentation and diverse
perspectives. Authors like Virginia Woolf pioneered stream-of-consciousness narrative
techniques, while writers such as George Orwell and J.K. Rowling have captivated the world



with socially conscious and imaginative works. Today, British literature continues to evolve,
reflecting the multicultural fabric of modern Britain and addressing global themes such as
identity, migration, and technology.

Exploring World Literature: Stories Beyond
Borders

While British literature forms a significant pillar, world literature opens portals to countless
cultures, philosophies, and traditions. It encompasses works from Asia, Africa, the
Americas, and Europe, offering a panorama of human creativity and experience.

Why World Literature Matters

Engaging with world literature nurtures empathy and broadens your worldview. By reading
authors from different backgrounds, you encounter unique storytelling styles, cultural
references, and historical contexts. This not only enhances literary appreciation but also
fosters cross-cultural understanding—vital in our interconnected world.

Notable Traditions and Regions

- **Asian Literature:** From the philosophical depth of Confucian classics to modern works
by authors like Haruki Murakami, Asian literature offers a rich blend of tradition and
innovation.

- ¥*African Literature:** Writers such as Chinua Achebe and Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
illuminate post-colonial experiences, identity struggles, and cultural heritage.

- **| gtin American Literature:** Magical realism, popularized by Gabriel Garcia Marquez,
intertwines myth and reality to depict the complexities of Latin American societies.

- **European Literature Beyond Britain:** French existentialists like Albert Camus and
Russian novelists like Leo Tolstoy have significantly shaped literary thought and style
worldwide.

How to Approach World Literature

Diving into world literature can be both exciting and overwhelming due to its vastness.
Here are some tips to make your journey enjoyable and insightful:

1. Start with translations: Many great works are accessible in English translations,
allowing you to appreciate global masterpieces.

2. Explore thematic anthologies: Collections centered on themes such as migration,
love, or resistance can help you connect diverse voices.



3. Use supplementary resources: Background essays and historical context enrich
your understanding of unfamiliar cultural settings.

4. Join reading groups or forums: Discussing with others deepens your interpretation
and introduces you to new perspectives.

The Interplay Between British and World
Literature

The boundaries between British and world literature are often fluid. Britain's colonial history
and multicultural present have created a dynamic literary landscape where global voices
intersect.

Postcolonial Literature and ldentity

Postcolonial writers such as Salman Rushdie, Zadie Smith, and Derek Walcott challenge
traditional British literary narratives by incorporating themes of displacement, hybridity,
and resistance. Their works often grapple with the legacies of empire and the complexities
of identity in a globalized world.

Influences and Adaptations

British authors have drawn inspiration from world literature just as global writers engage
with British traditions. For instance, Shakespeare’s plays have been adapted into various
cultural contexts, while British fantasy literature has incorporated mythologies from around
the world. This cross-pollination enriches the literary ecosystem, making it more vibrant
and diverse.

Why Studying British and World Literature Is Still
Relevant Today

In an age dominated by digital media and rapid communication, literature remains a vital
tool for critical thinking and cultural literacy. British and world literature encourage readers
to question societal norms, understand historical forces, and appreciate the nuances of
human emotion.



Developing Critical Skills

Analyzing complex narratives improves language skills, analytical thinking, and empathy.
Interpreting symbolism, themes, and character motivations fosters deeper cognitive
engagement and creativity.

Connecting Through Stories

Stories transcend time and geography, allowing us to connect with people across eras and
continents. Whether it’s the tragic fate of Shakespeare’s Hamlet or the magical realism in
Marquez’'s *One Hundred Years of Solitude*, literature invites us into shared human
experiences.

Incorporating British and World Literature into
Your Reading Habit

If you're looking to diversify your reading list, here are some practical suggestions:

¢ Mix classics with contemporary works to observe literary evolution.
e Choose authors from different continents to gain multiple perspectives.
e Attend literary festivals or lectures focusing on global writers.

e Explore online platforms that recommend world literature according to your interests.

Ultimately, engaging with british and world literature is about more than just reading—it’s
about participating in a vast conversation that spans centuries and cultures. Each story
offers a new way to understand ourselves and the world around us, making literature a
timeless companion on life’s journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some defining characteristics of British
literature from the Victorian era?

Victorian literature is characterized by its focus on social issues, moral earnestness, and
detailed realism. It often explores themes such as industrialization, class struggle, and
morality, with notable authors including Charles Dickens, the Bronté sisters, and Thomas
Hardy.



How has British colonialism influenced world literature?

British colonialism has significantly influenced world literature by introducing English as a
global language and inspiring postcolonial literature that critiques colonial histories and
identities. Writers from former colonies like India, Africa, and the Caribbean have
contributed powerful narratives exploring themes of identity, displacement, and resistance.

Who are some key figures in modernist British
literature?

Key figures in modernist British literature include James Joyce, Virginia Woolf, T.S. Eliot, and
D.H. Lawrence. They experimented with narrative techniques such as stream of
consciousness, fragmented structure, and symbolism to reflect the complexities of modern
life.

What role does Shakespeare play in both British and
world literature?

William Shakespeare is a foundational figure in British literature and has had a profound
impact on world literature. His works explore universal themes like love, power, jealousy,
and mortality, and have been translated into every major language, influencing countless
writers and theatrical traditions globally.

What is the significance of the postcolonial literary
movement in world literature?

The postcolonial literary movement is significant for giving voice to formerly colonized
peoples, challenging Eurocentric perspectives, and exploring themes of identity, migration,
and cultural hybridity. It includes authors like Chinua Achebe, Salman Rushdie, and Jean
Rhys who reshape world literature by addressing the legacies of colonialism.

How does British literature from the Romantic period
differ from the Enlightenment period?

British Romantic literature emphasizes emotion, nature, individualism, and imagination,
often as a reaction against the Enlightenment's focus on reason, logic, and scientific
thought. Romantic poets like William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge celebrated
the sublime and subjective experience, contrasting with the Enlightenment's rationalism.

What are some contemporary trends in British and
world literature?

Contemporary trends include the rise of diverse voices reflecting multiculturalism,
explorations of identity and gender, blending of genres, and the impact of digital media on
storytelling. There is also increased interest in environmental themes and speculative
fiction, with authors like Zadie Smith, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, and Kazuo Ishiguro
leading the way.



Additional Resources

British and World Literature: An Analytical Exploration of Cultural Narratives and Literary
Evolution

british and world literature represent two vast and intricate fields that have shaped
cultural, social, and intellectual landscapes across centuries. Rooted in diverse historical
contexts and evolving alongside societal shifts, these bodies of work offer invaluable
insights into human experience, identity, and the complexities of civilization. The study of
British literature often intersects with global literary traditions, revealing shared motifs,
contrasting perspectives, and the dynamic interplay between local and universal themes.
This article delves into the critical dimensions of British and world literature, examining
their defining characteristics, historical trajectories, and contemporary relevance within the
broader framework of literary studies.

Understanding British Literature: Tradition and
Transformation

British literature encompasses a rich tapestry of texts originating from England, Scotland,
Wales, and Northern Ireland. Its evolution reflects the cultural, political, and linguistic
transformations that have occurred over more than a millennium. From the epic poetry of
*Beowulf* and the medieval romances to the Renaissance works of Shakespeare and the
metaphysical poets, British literature has continuously adapted to changing worldviews and
artistic movements.

In modern times, British literature has expanded to include voices from postcolonial
contexts and multicultural Britain, thereby challenging traditional canons and broadening
the scope of literary inquiry. Central to the study of British literature is the analysis of how
historical events—such as the Industrial Revolution, the British Empire’s expansion, and two
world wars—have influenced narrative forms and thematic concerns.

Key Periods and Movements in British Literature

Medieval Period: Characterized by allegory, religious themes, and the emergence of
vernacular literature, exemplified by Geoffrey Chaucer’s *The Canterbury Tales*.

Renaissance and Elizabethan Era: Marked by humanism, dramatic innovation, and
poetic brilliance, with figures like William Shakespeare and Christopher Marlowe.

Romanticism: Emphasized emotion, nature, and individualism, with poets such as
William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge.

Victorian Literature: Focused on social issues, moral questions, and
industrialization, featuring authors like Charles Dickens and the Bronté sisters.



e Modernism and Postmodernism: Innovations in narrative structure and language,
questioning reality and identity, seen in the works of Virginia Woolf and James Joyce.

World Literature: A Global Tapestry of Voices and
Perspectives

World literature refers to texts produced across different cultures, languages, and historical
periods, transcending national boundaries to engage with universal human themes. It
encompasses classical works from ancient civilizations, such as the *Epic of Gilgamesh* and
Homer’s *lliad*, as well as contemporary writings from diverse regions including Africa,
Asia, Latin America, and the Middle East.

The concept of world literature underscores the interconnectedness of literary traditions
and encourages cross-cultural dialogue. It challenges Eurocentric perspectives by
highlighting marginalized voices and alternative narratives that enrich the global literary
canon.

Defining Features of World Literature

e Multilingualism and Translation: Translation plays a pivotal role in world literature,
enabling texts to reach wider audiences and facilitating intercultural exchange.

e Hybrid Forms and Genres: Many world literature texts blend indigenous storytelling
techniques with imported literary forms, creating innovative hybrids.

e Postcolonial and Diasporic Narratives: These narratives explore themes of
identity, displacement, and cultural memory, often questioning dominant historical
discourses.

 Thematic Diversity: World literature addresses a broad spectrum of issues, from
existential questions to socio-political struggles, reflecting the multifaceted nature of
human experience.

Comparative Analysis: British and World
Literature

The interaction between British and world literature is multifaceted, marked by both
convergence and divergence. British literature has historically influenced global literary
production, especially through colonial legacies and the spread of the English language.



Conversely, world literature has enriched British literary traditions by introducing new
perspectives and themes.

This comparative lens reveals several critical dynamics:

1. Colonial and Postcolonial Dialogues: British literature includes colonial narratives
that were once dominant, but contemporary world literature often critiques and
reinterprets these perspectives.

2. Language and Accessibility: While British literature is predominantly in English,
world literature requires engagement with multiple languages and the challenges of
translation fidelity.

3. Cultural Representation: British literature has historically centered on Western
norms, whereas world literature emphasizes cultural plurality and alternative
epistemologies.

4. Literary Innovation: Both spheres contribute to the evolution of literary
forms—British modernism influenced global literature, while world literature offers
postmodern and indigenous experimental narratives.

Challenges and Opportunities in Studying British and
World Literature

The academic study of these literatures faces several methodological challenges, including
canonical biases, linguistic barriers, and the politics of cultural appropriation. However,
digital humanities and globalized education have opened new avenues for comparative
research and interdisciplinary approaches.

e Canonical Expansion: Incorporating diverse voices from formerly marginalized
communities enhances inclusivity and relevance.

 Interdisciplinary Approaches: Combining literary analysis with history, sociology,
and cultural studies enriches understanding.

e Digital Access: Online databases and translations democratize access to rare and
international texts.

e Critical Theory: Postcolonialism, feminism, and ecocriticism offer valuable
frameworks for interpreting texts across cultures.

Exploring British and world literature side by side reveals not only the aesthetic qualities of
the texts but also their capacity to reflect and shape human consciousness across time and



space. The ongoing dialogue between these literatures challenges readers and scholars to
reconsider notions of identity, power, and creativity in a globalized world. Through this
multifaceted literary engagement, the study of British and world literature remains a vital
field in understanding the complexities of cultural heritage and contemporary human
experience.

British And World Literature

british and world literature: World Literature: A Non-British Approach Krishna Sharma, This
book has been designed to help the students who prepare for competitive exams like UGC NET,
SET/SLET, PGT, Assistant Professor Exams, etc. Every important writer across the world has been
covered in this book. The Caribbean, African, Canadian, Australian, German, French, Russian,
Italian, Greek, Roman, New Zealandia, and several other writers have been given in the book.

british and world literature: Handbook of British Literature and Culture of the First
World War Ralf Schneider, Jane Potter, 2021-09-20 The First World War has given rise to a
multifaceted cultural production like no other historical event. This handbook surveys British
literature and film about the war from 1914 until today. The continuing interest in World War I
highlights the interdependence of war experience, the imaginative re-creation of that experience in
writing, and individual as well as collective memory. In the first part of the handbook, the major
genres of war writing and film are addressed, including of course poetry and the novel, but also the
short story; furthermore, it is shown how our conception of the Great War is broadened when looked
at from the perspective of gender studies and post-colonial criticism. The chapters in the second part
present close readings of important contributions to the literary and filmic representation of World
War I in Great Britain. All in all, the contributions demonstrate how the opposing forces of focusing
and canon-formation on the one hand, and broadening and revision of the canon on the other, have
characterised British literature and culture of the First World War.

british and world literature: World Literature (Student) James Stobaugh, 2012-12-13 Students
will immersed into some of the greatest World literature ever written in this well-crafted, 34-week
presentation of whole-book or whole-work selections from classic prose, poetry, and drama.

british and world literature: A History of World Literature Theo D'haen, 2024-05-29 A
History of World Literature is a fully revised and expanded edition of The Routledge Concise History
of World Literature (2012). This remarkably broad and informative book offers an introduction to
“world literature.” Tracing the term from its earliest roots and situating it within a number of
relevant contexts from postcolonialism, decoloniality, ecocriticism, and book circulation, Theo
D’haen in ten tightly-argued but richly-detailed chapters examines: the return of the term “world
literature” and its changing meaning; Goethe’s concept of Weltliteratur and how this relates to
current debates; theories and theorists who have had an impact on world literature; and how world
literature is taught around the world. By examining how world literature is studied around the globe,
this book is the ideal guide to an increasingly popular and important term in literary studies. It is
accessible and engaging and will be invaluable to students of world literature, comparative
literature, translation, postcolonial and decoloniality studies, and materialist approaches, and to
anyone with an interest in these or related topics.

british and world literature: Handbook of Anglophone World Literatures Stefan Helgesson,
Birgit Neumann, Gabriele Rippl, 2020-09-07

british and world literature: World Literature-Teacher James P. Stobaugh, 2012-11-01 Enjoy
beloved classics while developing vocabulary, reading, and critical thinking skills! Each literature
book in the series is a one-year course Each chapter has five lessons with daily concept-building
exercises, warm-up questions, and guided readings Easy-to-use with suggested reading schedules


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-177/british-and-world-literature.pdf

and daily calendar Equips students to think critically about philosophy and trends in culture, and
articulate their views through writing A well-crafted presentation of whole-book or whole-work
selections from the major genres of classic literature (prose, poetry, and drama), each course has 34
chapters representing 34 weeks of study, with an overview of narrative background material on the
writers, their historical settings, and worldview. The rich curriculum’s content is infused with
critical thinking skills, and an easy-to-use teacher’s guide outlines student objectives with each
chapter, providing the answers to the assignments and weekly exercises. The final lesson of the
week includes both the exam, covering insights on the week’s chapter, as well as essays developed
through the course of that week’s study, chosen by the educator and student to personalize the
coursework for the individual learner.

british and world literature: Teaching Representations of the First World War Debra Rae
Cohen, Douglas Higbee, 2017-07-01 Offers pedagogical techniques for teaching First World War
literature in the college classroom, including considerations of gender, queerness, modernism,
pacifism, imperialism, code-switching, children's books, graphic novels, community-based learning,
the Middle East, South Asia, and the influenza pandemic. Contains information on reference works
and online resources. Gives syllabus suggestions for undergraduate and graduate courses.

british and world literature: A Concise Companion to World Literature Ken Seigneurie,
Paula Karger, 2025-12-22 Provides a student-friendly introduction to World Literature Bridging the
gap between introductory materials and advanced scholarly research, the Concise Companion to
World Literature offers a streamlined selection of the most popular and essential essays from The
Companion to World Literature, specifically tailored for undergraduate students and instructors.
This single-volume resource, edited by Ken Seigneurie and Paula Karger, presents 100 carefully
curated chapters, fully revised for clarity and accompanied by newly commissioned essays. The
Concise Companion, which retains the original work's three-tiered organizational structure—period
essays, thematic bridge essays, and author-title chapters—offers a nuanced exploration of major
literary traditions across time and geography. Each entry contextualizes major literary works within
the broader framework of global literary traditions, enriching discussions on periodization, literary
movements, and cross-cultural connections. With its accessible scholarship and enhanced learning
tools, it is a vital resource for students beginning their journey in World Literature and for educators
seeking a structured, easy-to-use reference. Providing an engaging approach to the vast landscape
of global literary traditions, the Concise Companion to World Literature: Features an entirely new
introductory section that offers contemporary perspectives on World Literature Showcases a diverse
array of global texts, authors, and traditions to deliver a broad and inclusive literary perspective
Addresses key debates in World Literature, including periodization, cross-cultural exchange, and
literary historiography Includes a new pedagogical supplement to assist instructors in course design
and aid students in literary analysis The Concise Companion to World Literature, designed for
second- and third-year undergraduate students, is an essential resource for courses in World
Literature, Comparative Literature, and Humanities programs. It is also a valuable tool for graduate
students and faculty seeking an authoritative and easy-to-use reference for teaching and research in
the field.

british and world literature: British Literature-Student James P. Stobaugh, 2012-11-01
Enjoy beloved classics while developing vocabulary, reading, and critical thinking skills! Each
literature book in the series is a one-year course Each chapter has five lessons with daily
concept-building exercises, warm-up questions, and guided readings Easy-to-use with suggested
reading schedules and daily calendar Equips students to think critically about philosophy and trends
in culture, and articulate their views through writing A well-crafted presentation of whole-book or
whole-work selections from the major genres of classic literature (prose, poetry, and drama), each
course has 34 chapters representing 34 weeks of study, with an overview of narrative background
material on the writers, their historical settings, and worldview. The rich curriculum’s content is
infused with critical thinking skills, and an easy-to-use teacher’s guide outlines student objectives
with each chapter, providing the answers to the assignments and weekly exercises. The final lesson



of the week includes both the exam, covering insights on the week’s chapter, as well as essays
developed through the course of that week’s study, chosen by the educator and student to
personalize the coursework for the individual learner.

british and world literature: Protestant Children, Missions and Education in the British World
Hugh Morrison, 2021-11-29 At Christmas 1936, Presbyterian children in New Zealand raised over
£400 for an x-ray machine in a south Chinese missionary hospital. From the early 1800s, thousands
of children in the British world had engaged in similar activities, raising significant amounts of
money to support missionary projects world-wide. But was money the most important thing? Hugh
Morrison argues that children’s education was a more important motive and outcome. This is the
first book-length attempt to bring together evidence from across a range of British contexts. In
particular it focuses on children’s literature, the impact of imperialism and nationalism, and the role
of emotions.

british and world literature: Forging a British World of Trade David Thackeray, 2019-01-31
Brexit is likely to lead to the largest shift in Britain's economic orientation in living memory. Some
have argued that leaving the EU will enable Britain to revive markets in Commonwealth countries
with which it has long-standing historical ties. Their opponents maintain that such claims are based
on forms of imperial nostalgia which ignore the often uncomfortable historical trade relations
between Britain and these countries, as well as the UK's historical role as a global, rather than
chiefly imperial, economy. Forging a British World of Trade explores how efforts to promote a
‘British World' system, centred on promoting trade between Britain and the Dominions, grew and
declined in influence between the 1880s and 1970s. At the beginning of the twentieth century many
people from London, to Sydney, Auckland, and Toronto considered themselves to belong to culturally
British nations. British politicians and business leaders invested significant resources in promoting
trade with Australia, Canada, New Zealand, and South Africa out of a perception that these were
great markets of the future. However, ideas about promoting trade between 'British' peoples were
racially exclusive. From the 1920s onwards, colonized and decolonizing populations questioned and
challenged the basis of British World networks, making use of alternative forms of international
collaboration promoted firstly by the League of Nations, and then by the United Nations. Schemes
for imperial collaboration amongst ethnically 'British' peoples were hollowed out by the actions of a
variety of political and business leaders across Asia and Africa who reshaped the functions and
identity of the Commonwealth.

british and world literature: Postcolonialism After World Literature Lorna Burns, 2019-05-16
Postcolonial studies took shape in response to the nationalist and decolonization movements of the
twentieth century. Today, a resurgent interest in world literature reflects an increased awareness of
globalization. These twin projects are torn between a criticism that finds in the text the trace of
capitalist modernity and one that accounts for the revolutionary potential of literature to challenge
our global present. Postcolonialism After World Literature exposes what is at stake in this critical
choice through a line of philosophical enquiry - Bruno Latour, Gilles Deleuze, and Jacques Ranciéere
- that poses an alternative to the materialist strand of world literary criticism pioneered by Pascale
Casanova and Franco Moretti. Engaging with these theorists and others, Lorna Burns contests
world-systems theory as the basis for thinking about contemporary postcolonial and world
literatures, and proposes a renewed framework that promotes literature's capacity to provoke
dissent; to imagine new forms of belonging and relation for both national and world citizens; and to
stage the shared equality of all. Moving between theory and the novels of Roberto Bolano, J. M.
Coetzee, Kamel Daoud, Dany Laferriére, Pauline Melville, Arundhati Roy and Kamila Shamsie,
Postcolonialism After World Literature presents the case for rethinking world literature in light of
the legacies of postcolonialism, and for reshaping postcolonial studies in an era of world literature.
Lorna Burns is Lecturer in Postcolonial Literatures at the University of St Andrews, UK. She is the
author of Contemporary Caribbean Writing and Deleuze (Bloomsbury, 2012).

british and world literature: British Writing, Propaganda and Cultural Diplomacy in the
Second World War and Beyond Beatriz Lopez, James Smith, Guy Woodward, 2024-07-25 This




book offers the first sustained analysis of the interactions between British writers, propaganda and
culture from the Second World War to the Cold War. It traces the involvement of a series of major
cultural figures in domestic and international propaganda campaigns and throws new light on the
global deployment of British propaganda and cultural diplomacy in colonial and post-colonial
theatres such as Cyprus, India and Sierra Leone. Chapters re-evaluate the propaganda work of
prominent writers including Arthur Koestler and Dylan Thomas in the light of new archival research,
study how organisations including the BBC, British Council and Ministry of Information engaged
with new media forms, analyse cultural representations of propaganda service and investigate how
British literature and culture was deployed and projected as a form of soft power across the globe.
Featuring contributions from a variety of disciplines, including literary studies, visual culture, book
history and radio history, this book brings together a constellation of established and emerging
scholars to show the crucial role played in shaping and mediating the techniques and content of
British information campaigns of the mid-twentieth century.

british and world literature: Sound, Space and Civility in the British World, 1700-1850 Peter
Denney, Bruce Buchan, David Ellison, Karen Crawley, 2018-11-07 In this collection, the essays
examine the critical role that judgments about noise and sound played in framing the meaning of
civility in British discourse and literature during the long eighteenth century. The volume restores
the sonic dimension to conversations about civil conduct by exploring how censured behaviours and
recommended practices resonated beyond the written word. As the contributors show,
understanding changing perceptions and valuations of noise and sound allows us to chart how
civility was understood in the context of significant political, social and cultural change, including
the development of urban life, the extension of empire and the consolidation of legal procedure.
Divided into three parts, Sound, Space and Civility in the British World demonstrates how both noise
and sound could be recognized by eighteenth-century Britons as expressions of civility. The essays
also explore the audible implications of uncivil conduct to complicate our understanding of the sonic
range of politeness. The uses of sound and noise to interrogate British colonial anxieties about the
distinction between civility and incivility are also investigated. Taken together, the essays identify
the emergence of civility as a development that radically altered sonic attitudes and experiences,
producing new notions of what counted as desirable or undesirable sound.

british and world literature: The cultural construction of the British world Barry Crosbie,
Mark Hampton, 2017-03-01 What were the cultural factors that held the British world together?
How was Britishness understood at home, in the Empire, and in areas of informal British influence?
This book makes the case for a ‘cultural British world’, and examines how it took shape in a wide
range of locations, ranging from India to Jamaica, from Sierra Leone to Australia, and from south
China to New Zealand. These eleven original essays explore a wide range of topics, including images
of nakedness, humanitarianism, anti-slavery, literary criticism, travel narratives, legal cultures,
visions of capitalism, and household possessions. The book argues that the debates around these
issues, as well as the consumer culture associated with them, helped give the British world a sense
of cohesion and identity. This book will be essential reading for historians of imperialism and
globalisation, and includes contributions from some of the most prominent historians of British
imperial and cultural history.

british and world literature: Canada and the British World Phillip Buckner, R. Douglas
Francis, 2011-11-01 In the decades following the Second World War, a revolutionary change took
place in the Canadian national identity. The English-Canadian majority entered this period
identifying themselves as British and emerged from it with a new, independent sense of themselves
as purely Canadian. Assured of their unique place in the world, Canadians can now reflect on the
legacies and lessons of their British colonial past. Canada and the British World surveys Canada's
national history through a British lens. In a series of essays focusing on the social, cultural, and
intellectual aspects of Canadian identity over more than a century, the complex and evolving
relationship between Canada and the larger British World is revealed. Examining the transition from
the strong belief of nineteenth-century Canadians in the British character of their country to the



realities of modern multicultural Canada, this book eschews nostalgia in its endeavour to understand
the dynamic and complicated society in which Canadians did and do live. Candid and ambitious,
Canada and the British World is recommended reading for historians and scholars of colonialism and
nationalism, as well as anyone interested in what it really means to be Canadian.

british and world literature: The British Quarterly Review Henry Allon, 1886

british and world literature: Creating Religious Childhoods in Anglo-World and British
Colonial Contexts, 1800-1950 Hugh Morrison, Mary Clare Martin, 2017-01-20 Drawing on examples
from British world expressions of Christianity, this collection further greater understanding of
religion as a critical element of modern children’s and young people’s history. It builds on emerging
scholarship that challenges the view that religion had a solely negative impact on nineteenth- and
twentieth-century children, or that ‘secularization’ is the only lens to apply to childhood and religion.
Putting forth the argument that religion was an abiding influence among British world children
throughout the nineteenth and most of the twentieth centuries, this volume places ‘religion’ at the
center of analysis and discussion. At the same time, it positions the religious factor within a broader
social and cultural framework. The essays focus on the historical contexts in which religion was
formative for children in various ‘British’ settings denoted as ‘Anglo’ or ‘colonial’ during the
nineteenth and early- to mid-twentieth centuries. These contexts include mission fields, churches,
families, Sunday schools, camps, schools and youth movements. Together they are treated as ‘sites’
in which religion contributed to identity formation, albeit in different ways relating to such factors as
gender, race, disability and denomination. The contributors develop this subject for childhoods that
were experienced largely, but not exclusively, outside the ‘metropole’, in a diversity of geographical
settings. By extending the geographic range, even within the British world, it provides a more
rounded perspective on children’s global engagement with religion.

british and world literature: The Oxford Handbook of the Ends of Empire Martin Thomas,
Andrew Stuart Thompson, 2018 The Oxford Handbook of the Ends of Empire offers the most
comprehensive treatment of the causes, course, and consequences of the collapse of empires in the
twentieth century. The volume's contributors convey the global reach of decolonization, analysing
the ways in which European, Asian, and African empires disintegrated over the past century.

british and world literature: Decolonisation, Identity and Nation in Rhodesia, 1964-1979
David Kenrick, 2019-11-02 This book explores concepts of decolonisation, identity, and nation in the
white settler society of Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) between 1964 and 1979. It considers how white
settlers used the past to make claims of authority in the present. It investigates the white Rhodesian
state’s attempts to assert its independence from Britain and develop a Rhodesian national identity by
changing Rhodesia’s old colonial symbols, and examines how the meaning of these national symbols
changed over time. Finally, the book offers insights into the role of race in Rhodesian national
identity, showing how portrayals of a ‘timeless’ black population were highly dependent upon
circumstance and reflective of white settler anxieties. Using a comparative approach, the book
shows parallels between Rhodesia and other settler societies, as well as other post-colonial
nation-states and even metropoles, as themes and narratives of decolonisation travelled around the
world.
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