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Bound for Glory: Woody Guthrie’s Enduring Legacy in American Folk Music

bound for glory woody guthrie is more than just a phrase; it encapsulates the spirit, struggles, and
dreams of one of America’s most influential folk musicians. Woody Guthrie, known for his poignant
lyrics and powerful storytelling, captured the essence of the American experience during some of its
most challenging times. His autobiographical work, *Bound for Glory*, stands as a testament to his
traveling life, his empathy for the working class, and the roots of folk music that continue to inspire
artists today.

Understanding Bound for Glory: The Autobiography of
Woody Guthrie

Woody Guthrie’s *Bound for Glory* is not just a title; it’s a narrative journey through the Dust Bowl era
and the Great Depression. Written in the early 1940s, this autobiography offers a raw, first-person
perspective on the hardships faced by displaced farmers, laborers, and the disenfranchised. Guthrie’s
storytelling paints vivid pictures of the American landscape during a time of economic despair and
social upheaval.

The Significance of the Title

The phrase “bound for glory” itself carries a dual meaning. On one hand, it reflects Guthrie’s hope
and determination to rise above adversity. On the other, it evokes the spiritual and communal quest
for dignity and justice that runs through his songs. The title became synonymous with Guthrie’s
identity as a traveling troubadour destined to give voice to those often overlooked by mainstream
society.

What Makes Bound for Glory Stand Out?

Unlike many autobiographies that focus on fame or personal achievement, *Bound for Glory* is
deeply rooted in social consciousness. Guthrie’s writing style is approachable, blending poetic lyrics
with straightforward prose. Readers get an intimate glimpse into his experiences riding freight trains,
performing in labor camps, and meeting fellow musicians who shared his vision of social change.

Woody Guthrie’s Impact on American Folk Music

Woody Guthrie’s influence on folk music is immeasurable. He didn’t just write songs; he created
anthems of protest and hope that resonated across generations. His work, including *Bound for
Glory*, laid the groundwork for the folk revival movement of the 1960s and inspired artists like Bob
Dylan, Joan Baez, and Pete Seeger.



The Role of Music in Social Activism

Guthrie’s songs often addressed themes of poverty, workers’ rights, and inequality. Tracks like “This
Land Is Your Land” became rallying cries for social justice. *Bound for Glory* elaborates on his belief
that music could be a tool for change, bridging divides and mobilizing communities.

Musical Style and Storytelling

Guthrie’s style was simple yet profound. Using folk melodies and a conversational tone, he made
complex social issues accessible. His knack for storytelling helped listeners connect emotionally with
the struggles of ordinary people. This narrative approach is evident throughout *Bound for Glory*,
where anecdotes and songs intertwine seamlessly.

Exploring the Historical Context of Bound for Glory

To truly appreciate *Bound for Glory* and Woody Guthrie’s work, it helps to understand the historical
backdrop against which he wrote.

The Dust Bowl and The Great Depression

The 1930s in America were marked by environmental disaster and economic collapse. The Dust Bowl
devastated the agricultural heartland, forcing thousands to migrate westward in search of work and
survival. Guthrie himself was among these displaced workers, and his songs capture the despair and
resilience of this era. *Bound for Glory* serves as a firsthand account of these struggles, providing
readers with a human perspective on historical events.

The Rise of Labor Movements

During this period, labor unions and worker’s rights movements gained momentum. Guthrie’s
involvement with these causes is documented in *Bound for Glory*, highlighting his commitment to
advocating for fair treatment and dignity for workers. His music became intertwined with the labor
movement, often performed at rallies and union meetings.

Why Bound for Glory Still Matters Today

Decades after its publication, *Bound for Glory* remains relevant for anyone interested in American
history, music, or social justice. Woody Guthrie’s experiences and messages continue to resonate in
today’s conversations about inequality and cultural identity.



Lessons in Empathy and Resilience

Reading *Bound for Glory* teaches us the importance of empathy—understanding the lives of those
who face hardship. Guthrie’s journey encourages resilience, reminding us that personal and collective
struggles can inspire powerful art and meaningful change.

Inspiration for Modern Musicians and Activists

Many contemporary artists cite Woody Guthrie as a foundational influence. His ability to merge art
with activism offers a blueprint for using music as a platform to raise awareness and inspire action.
*Bound for Glory* provides context and motivation for those seeking to connect their creative
expression with social causes.

Delving Into Woody Guthrie’s Songwriting Philosophy

Guthrie’s approach to songwriting was deeply intertwined with his life experiences and political
beliefs. His autobiography sheds light on how he crafted his songs and why they were so impactful.

The Power of Simplicity

Woody believed that music should be accessible to everyone. He favored simple melodies and direct
lyrics, which made his songs easy to learn and share. This simplicity was strategic—it helped
disseminate his messages widely and fostered a sense of community among listeners.

The Role of Storytelling in Folk Music

Storytelling was central to Guthrie’s work. He didn’t just sing about abstract ideas; he told personal
and collective stories that painted a vivid picture of American life. *Bound for Glory* illustrates how
his songs serve as oral histories, preserving the voices and experiences of marginalized groups.

How to Experience Bound for Glory Today

For those interested in exploring Woody Guthrie’s legacy, there are several ways to dive into *Bound
for Glory* and his broader body of work.

Read the Autobiography: The original *Bound for Glory* book offers a direct connection to
Guthrie’s voice and perspective.

Listen to His Music: Albums and recordings of Guthrie’s songs provide the emotional context



behind his words.

Watch the Film: The 1976 film *Bound for Glory*, starring David Carradine, dramatizes
Guthrie’s life and times, offering a cinematic introduction to his story.

Visit Museums and Archives: Institutions like the Woody Guthrie Center in Tulsa, Oklahoma,
preserve his artifacts and promote educational programs.

Engaging with these resources can deepen your appreciation for the man behind the music and the
era he so vividly portrayed.

Bound for glory woody guthrie remains a symbol of the enduring power of music to tell stories, inspire
hope, and ignite change. Whether through his autobiography, his timeless songs, or the movements
he helped shape, Guthrie’s legacy continues to shine brightly in America’s cultural landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Bound for Glory' by Woody Guthrie?
'Bound for Glory' is a famous folk song written and performed by Woody Guthrie, reflecting the
struggles and hopes of the American working class during the Great Depression.

When was 'Bound for Glory' by Woody Guthrie released?
Woody Guthrie wrote 'Bound for Glory' in the late 1940s, and it has since become one of his iconic
songs representing his folk music legacy.

What themes are explored in Woody Guthrie's 'Bound for
Glory'?
'Bound for Glory' explores themes of hardship, social justice, resilience, and the pursuit of a better
life, typical of Guthrie's commitment to giving voice to the marginalized.

Why is Woody Guthrie's 'Bound for Glory' important in
American folk music?
'Bound for Glory' is important because it captures the spirit of the American working class and has
influenced numerous folk and protest musicians, cementing Guthrie's role as a folk music pioneer.

Is 'Bound for Glory' related to Woody Guthrie's autobiography
of the same name?
Yes, 'Bound for Glory' is also the title of Woody Guthrie's 1943 autobiography, which chronicles his life
as a traveling musician and his experiences during the Dust Bowl era.



Have other artists covered Woody Guthrie's 'Bound for Glory'?
While 'Bound for Glory' itself is closely associated with Guthrie, many of his songs and themes have
been covered by artists like Bob Dylan, Bruce Springsteen, and Pete Seeger, inspired by his work.

What impact did 'Bound for Glory' have on folk music and
activism?
'Bound for Glory' inspired generations of musicians and activists by highlighting social issues through
music, helping to shape the protest folk movement of the 1960s and beyond.

Where can I listen to Woody Guthrie's 'Bound for Glory'?
You can listen to Woody Guthrie's 'Bound for Glory' on major music streaming platforms such as
Spotify, Apple Music, and YouTube, as well as through various folk music archives and collections.

What historical context influenced Woody Guthrie's 'Bound for
Glory'?
'Bound for Glory' was influenced by the hardships of the Great Depression, the Dust Bowl migration,
and the struggles of American laborers, all central to Guthrie's life and music.

Additional Resources
**Bound for Glory Woody Guthrie: A Deep Dive into the Folk Legend’s Seminal Work**

bound for glory woody guthrie is more than just an album or a title; it represents a pivotal
moment in American folk music and the life of one of its most influential figures. Woody Guthrie, often
hailed as the voice of the American working class, used Bound for Glory both as a literary and musical
expression of his commitment to social justice, storytelling, and the struggles of the common people
during the Great Depression era. Exploring this work provides valuable insight into Guthrie’s impact
on music, culture, and political activism.

The Historical Context of Bound for Glory and Woody
Guthrie’s Legacy

Woody Guthrie’s Bound for Glory is intrinsically linked with his 1943 autobiography of the same name,
which chronicles his early years, his experiences during the Dust Bowl, and his journey as a traveling
musician. The book and related musical works capture the essence of the 1930s and 1940s America,
a time marked by economic hardship, displacement, and social upheaval. Guthrie’s storytelling
bridges personal narrative with broader socio-political commentary, establishing him as a folk hero
who gave voice to the disenfranchised.

The phrase “bound for glory” itself evokes themes of hope and perseverance despite adversity.
Guthrie’s use of this title underscores his optimistic vision for a better future, even amid the harsh



realities faced by migrant workers and the unemployed. This optimistic defiance became a hallmark
of his songwriting, influencing generations of musicians and activists.

Woody Guthrie’s Musical Style and Themes in Bound for Glory

Bound for Glory encapsulates Guthrie’s raw, unpolished musical style, which prioritizes storytelling
and message over technical perfection. His approach to folk music is characterized by:

Simple yet powerful melodies: Guthrie’s songs often use straightforward chord
progressions, making them accessible and easily replicable for audiences and fellow musicians.

Social and political commentary: Many songs address issues such as poverty, labor rights,
racism, and the struggles of displaced communities.

First-person narrative: Guthrie frequently adopts the voice of the common man, sharing
personal and collective hardships.

Songs associated with Bound for Glory, such as “Do Re Mi,” “This Land Is Your Land,” and “Pastures of
Plenty,” serve as enduring anthems of resistance and solidarity. These tracks embody the intersection
of Guthrie’s musical talents with his activist ethos, making his work resonant beyond its historical
moment.

The Cultural Impact of Bound for Glory Woody Guthrie

The cultural significance of Bound for Glory can be measured not only through its immediate
reception but also through its lasting influence on American music and activism. Guthrie’s work laid
the groundwork for the 1960s folk revival, inspiring artists like Bob Dylan, Pete Seeger, and Joan Baez,
who carried forward his tradition of protest music.

Influence on American Folk and Protest Music

Bound for Glory’s influence extends deeply into the genre of protest music. Guthrie’s ability to merge
personal narrative with social critique set a precedent for musicians aiming to address political issues
through their art. His songs became tools for rallying public support for labor movements and civil
rights causes.

Literary Significance of Bound for Glory

Woody Guthrie’s autobiography, published under the same title, is also a significant literary
contribution. It offers an unvarnished glimpse into the life of a traveling folk musician and the



complexities of the American experience during a turbulent era. The narrative’s authenticity and
candidness have earned it a place in the canon of American literature that documents the Great
Depression and Dust Bowl migrants.

Comparative Analysis: Bound for Glory vs. Other Folk
Albums of the Era

When examining Bound for Glory within the broader landscape of folk music during the 1930s and
1940s, several distinguishing factors emerge:

Authenticity: Unlike more polished commercial folk recordings of the time, Guthrie’s work
retained a raw, grassroots quality, emphasizing genuine experience over studio perfection.

Political Engagement: While some contemporaries focused on traditional folk songs or
entertainment, Guthrie’s Bound for Glory was unapologetically political, addressing systemic
injustices head-on.

Accessibility: Guthrie’s simple melodies and relatable lyrics allowed his music to spread
quickly and be adopted by various communities, enhancing its reach and impact.

These elements contributed to the album and memoir’s enduring relevance and helped define the folk
genre’s role as a vehicle for social change.

Pros and Cons of Bound for Glory as a Cultural Artifact

Pros:1.

Provides an authentic, firsthand account of American struggles during the Depression era.

Serves as a foundational influence for future generations of folk and protest musicians.

Combines literary and musical expression to create a multifaceted cultural document.

Cons:2.

Guthrie’s straightforward style may lack the musical complexity some listeners seek.

The political messages, while powerful, may not resonate with all audiences.

Some modern listeners might find the historical context less relatable without
supplemental understanding.



Despite these considerations, Bound for Glory remains a cornerstone in American cultural history.

Legacy and Modern Interpretations of Bound for Glory
Woody Guthrie

In recent decades, Bound for Glory has been revisited and reinterpreted through various media. The
1976 film *Bound for Glory*, starring David Carradine, dramatized Guthrie’s life and brought renewed
attention to his work. Additionally, contemporary musicians continue to cover Guthrie’s songs,
ensuring his messages remain relevant.

Institutions such as the Woody Guthrie Center preserve his manuscripts, recordings, and memorabilia,
fostering academic study and public appreciation. These efforts highlight the ongoing significance of
the Bound for Glory narrative, both as a historical account and as an inspiration for artistic activism.

Through a modern lens, Guthrie’s Bound for Glory invites reflection on the power of music and
storytelling in shaping social consciousness. It challenges listeners to consider how art can influence
political discourse and collective identity, underscoring the enduring connection between culture and
change.

---

Bound for Glory Woody Guthrie symbolizes more than a personal journey; it captures a defining era of
American history through the eyes of a troubadour devoted to justice and equality. Its legacy persists
not only in the annals of folk music but also in the ongoing dialogue about the role of artists as agents
of societal transformation.

Bound For Glory Woody Guthrie

  bound for glory woody guthrie: Bound for Glory Woody Guthrie, 1983-09-15 First published
in 1943, this autobiography is also a superb portrait of America's Depression years, by the folk
singer, activist, and man who saw it all. Woody Guthrie was born in Oklahoma and traveled this
whole country over—not by jet or motorcycle, but by boxcar, thumb, and foot. During the journey of
discovery that was his life, he composed and sang words and music that have become a national
heritage. His songs, however, are but part of his legacy. Behind him Woody Guthrie left a
remarkable autobiography that vividly brings to life both his vibrant personality and a vision of
America we cannot afford to let die. “Even readers who never heard Woody or his songs will
understand the current esteem in which he’s held after reading just a few pages… Always shockingly
immediate and real, as if Woody were telling it out loud… A book to make novelists and sociologists
jealous.” —The Nation
  bound for glory woody guthrie: Bound for Glory Woody Guthrie, 1976
  bound for glory woody guthrie: Bound for Glory Woody Guthrie, Will Geer, 1961
  bound for glory woody guthrie: Comments on Bound for Glory by Woody Guthrie Louis

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-177/bound-for-glory-woody-guthrie.pdf


Adamic, John Steinbeck, 1943*
  bound for glory woody guthrie: Bound for Glory Robert Getchell, Woody Guthrie, 1975 The
biography of the legendary folk singer and composer, Woody Guthrie.
  bound for glory woody guthrie: 101 Woody Guthrie Songs Woody Guthrie, 1977
  bound for glory woody guthrie: One Hundred and One Woody Guthrie Songs Including
All the Songs from "Bound for Glory" , 1977
  bound for glory woody guthrie: Bound for Glory Woody Guthrie, Millard Lampell, Pete
Seeger, Swapping Song Fair, Inc, 1956
  bound for glory woody guthrie: Bound for Glory, a Screenplay Adaptation James D.
Antonio, 1960
  bound for glory woody guthrie: Sounds of Resistance Eunice Rojas, Lindsay Michie,
2013-10-08 From the gospel music of slavery in the antebellum South to anti-apartheid freedom
songs in South Africa, this two-volume work documents how music has fueled resistance and
revolutionary movements in the United States and worldwide. Political resistance movements and
the creation of music—two seemingly unrelated phenomenon—often result from the seed of powerful
emotions, opinions, or experiences. This two-volume set presents essays that explore the
connections between diverse musical forms and political activism across the globe, revealing
fascinating similarities regarding the interrelationship between music and political resistance in
widely different geographic or cultural circumstances. The breadth of specific examples covered in
Sounds of Resistance: The Role of Music in Multicultural Activism highlights strong similarities
between diverse situations—for example, protest against the Communist government in Poland and
drug discourse in hip hop music in the United States—and demonstrates how music has repeatedly
played a vital role in energizing or expanding various political movements. By exploring activism and
how music relates to specific movements through an interdisciplinary lens, the authors document
how music often enables powerless members of oppressed groups to communicate or voice their
concerns.
  bound for glory woody guthrie: Reading the Margins Michael J Gilmour, 2024-09-24 The
Bible and theology are contested spaces, battlegrounds where participants guard entrenched beliefs
against perceived threats. But literature, observes novelist Salman Rushdie, opens the universe. It
expands what we perceive and understand, and ultimately what we are. Writers make our world feel
larger and more inclusive. When other forces push in the direction of narrowness, bigotry, tribalism,
cultism, and war, fiction encourages understanding, sympathy, and identification with others.
Reading the Margins invites readers to immerse themselves in imaginary worlds, and to pursue
visions of justice and compassion. Whether stories about poverty, empire, war, or the environment,
the writers considered raise moral questions and often, in the process--even unwittingly--deepen our
understanding of biblical calls for kindness and mercy. Reading the Margins offers a kind of
commentary on biblical ethics. Using Matthew's Beatitudes and sheep and goats parable as an
organizing principle, Gilmour argues there is much to learn about Jesus's peacemakers and call to
feed the hungry from aspirational fiction and poetry.
  bound for glory woody guthrie: The Crosswinds of Freedom, 1932–1988 James MacGregor
Burns, 2012-04-10 A Pulitzer Prize winner’s “immensely readable” history of the United States from
FDR’s election to the final days of the Cold War (Publishers Weekly). The Crosswinds of Freedom is
an articulate and incisive examination of the United States during its rise to become the world’s sole
superpower. Here is a young democracy transformed by the Great Depression, the Second World
War, the Cold War, the rapid pace of technological change, and the distinct visions of nine
presidents. Spanning fifty-six years and touching on many corners of the nation’s complex cultural
tapestry, Burns’s work is a remarkable look at the forces that gave rise to the “American Century.”
  bound for glory woody guthrie: An Oklahoma I Had Never Seen Before Davis D. Joyce,
1998-01-01 Davis D. Joyce presents fourteen essays that interpret Oklahoma's unique populist past
and address current political and social issues ranging from gender, race, and religion to popular
music, the energy industry, and economics.



  bound for glory woody guthrie: Woody Guthrie Bonnie Christensen, 2013-02-27 Woody
Guthrie spent his life putting into words and music what the rest of America was thinking. He
roamed from coast to coast and captured the despair of those displaced by the Great Depression and
the dust bowl, eulogized workers, and celebrated the great natural beauty of America. This is an
introductory biography presented as a picture book with a brief lyrical text and powerful,
hand-tinted, woodcut-like illustrations. It includes the complete lyrics to “This Land Is Your Land”
and excerpts from his other songs. A book for all ages, it makes this talented and tragic man
accessible to young children and will please his older folksinging fans with its stunning art.
  bound for glory woody guthrie: Modernism and the Practice of Proletarian Literature Simon
Cooper, 2019-12-20 This book tests critical reassessments of US radical writing of the 1930s against
recent developments in theories of modernism and the avant-garde. Multidisciplinary in approach, it
considers poetry, fiction, classical music, commercial art, jazz, and popular contests (such as dance
marathons and bingo). Relating close readings to social and economic contexts over the period
1856–1952, it centers in on a key author or text in each chapter, providing an unfolding,
chronological narrative, while at the same time offering nuanced updates on existing debates. Part
One focuses on the roots of the 1930s proletarian movement in poetry and music of the nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries. Part Two analyzes the output of proletarian novelists, considered
alongside contemporaneous works by established modernist authors as well as more mainstream,
popular titles.
  bound for glory woody guthrie: Music + Revolution Richard Barone, 2022-09-15 Even
before the Beatnik Riots of 1961, New York City's Greenwich Village was the epicenter of
revolutionary movements in American music and culture. But, in the early 1960s and throughout the
decade, a new wave of writers and performers inspired by the folk music revival of the 1950s
created socially aware and deeply personal songs that spoke to a generation like never before. These
writers—Bob Dylan, Buffy Sainte-Marie, Janis Ian, and Phil Ochs, to name a few—changed the folk
repertoire from traditional songs to songs sprung from personal, contemporary experiences and the
nation's headlines, raising the level of political self-expression to high art. Message and music
merged and mirrored society. In Music + Revolution: Greenwich Village in the 1960s, Richard
Barone unrolls a freewheeling historical narrative, peppered with personal stories and insights from
those who were there. Illustrated with contemporaneous portraits of the musicians by renowned
photographer David Gahr, it celebrates the lasting legacy of a pivotal decade with stories behind the
songs that resonate just as strongly today.
  bound for glory woody guthrie: Anyone Can Do It: Empowerment, Tradition and the
Punk Underground Pete Dale, 2016-04-15 For more than three decades, a punk underground has
repeatedly insisted that 'anyone can do it'. This underground punk movement has evolved via several
micro-traditions, each offering distinct and novel presentations of what punk is, isn't, or should be.
Underlying all these punk micro-traditions is a politics of empowerment that claims to be anarchistic
in character, in the sense that it is contingent upon a spontaneous will to liberty (anyone can do it -
in theory). How valid, though, is punk's faith in anarchistic empowerment? Exploring theories from
Derrida and Marx, Anyone Can Do It: Empowerment, Tradition and the Punk Underground examines
the cultural history and politics of punk. In its political resistance, punk bears an ideological
relationship to the folk movement, but punk's faith in novelty and spontaneous liberty distinguish it
from folk: where punk's traditions, from the 1970s onwards, have tended to search for an anarchistic
'new-sense', folk singers have more often been socialist/Marxist traditionalists, especially during the
1950s and 60s. Detailed case studies show the continuities and differences between four
micro-traditions of punk: anarcho-punk, cutie/'C86', riot grrrl and math rock, thus surveying UK and
US punk-related scenes of the 1980s, 1990s and beyond.
  bound for glory woody guthrie: Focus On: 100 Most Popular American Male Guitarists
Wikipedia contributors,
  bound for glory woody guthrie: The Great Depression on Film David Luhrssen, 2022-08-23
This book presents the Great Depression through the lens of 13 films, beginning with movies made



during the Depression and ending with films from the 21st century, and encourages readers to
examine the various depictions of this period throughout history. The Great Depression on Film is a
unique guide to how the Great Depression was represented and is remembered, making it an
excellent resource for students or anyone interested in film history or U.S. history. Each film is set in
a different sector of American life, focusing on such topics as white supremacy, political protest,
segregation, environmental degradation, crime, religion, the class system, and popular culture in the
U.S. during the 1930s. This book is indispensable for clearing away misconceptions fostered by the
movies while acknowledging the power of film in shaping public memory. The book separates fact
from fiction, detailing where the movies are accurate and where they depart from reality, and places
them in the larger context of historical and social events. Eyewitness or journalistic accounts are
referenced and quoted in the text to help readers differentiate between ideas, attitudes, and events
presented in the films, as well as the historical facts which inspired those films.
  bound for glory woody guthrie: The North American Folk Music Revival: Nation and
Identity in the United States and Canada, 1945–1980 Gillian Mitchell, 2016-02-17 This work
represents the first comparative study of the folk revival movement in Anglophone Canada and the
United States and combines this with discussion of the way folk music intersected with, and was
structured by, conceptions of national affinity and national identity. Based on original archival
research carried out principally in Toronto, Washington and Ottawa, it is a thematic, rather than
general, study of the movement which has been influenced by various academic disciplines,
including history, musicology and folklore. Dr Gillian Mitchell begins with an introduction that
provides vital context for the subject by tracing the development of the idea of 'the folk', folklore and
folk music since the nineteenth century, and how that idea has been applied in the North American
context, before going on to examine links forged by folksong collectors, artists and musicians
between folk music and national identity during the early twentieth century. With the 'boom' of the
revival in the early sixties came the ways in which the movement in both countries proudly promoted
a vision of nation that was inclusive, pluralistic and eclectic. It was a vision which proved compatible
with both Canada and America, enabling both countries to explore a diversity of music without
exclusiveness or narrowness of focus. It was also closely linked to the idealism of the grassroots
political movements of the early 1960s, such as integrationist civil rights, and the early student
movement. After 1965 this inclusive vision of nation in folk music began to wane. While the
celebrations of the Centennial in Canada led to a re-emphasis on the 'Canadianness' of Canadian folk
music, the turbulent events in the United States led many ex-revivalists to turn away from politics
and embrace new identities as introspective singer-songwriters. Many of those who remained
interested in traditional folk music styles, such as Celtic or Klezmer music, tended to be very insular
and conservative in their approach, rather than linking their chosen genre to a wider world of folk
music; however, more recent attempts at 'fusion' or 'world' music suggest a return to the eclectic
spirit of the 1960s folk revival. Thus, from 1945 to 1980, folk music in Canada and America
experienced an evolving and complex relationship with the concepts of nation and national identity.
Students will find the book useful as an introduction, not only to key themes in the folk revival, but
also to concepts in the study of national identity and to topics in American and Canadian cultural
history. Academic specialists will encounter an alternative perspective from the more general, broad
approach offered by earlier histories of the folk revival movement.
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