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Bigfoot the Original Monster Truck: The Legend That Started It All

bigfoot the original monster truck is more than just a name in the world of motorsports—it’s an
icon that helped define an entire genre of entertainment. When people think of monster trucks, the
image of towering vehicles crushing cars under oversized tires immediately comes to mind, and
Bigfoot is the pioneer that made this spectacle a household phenomenon. This article dives deep into
the history, impact, and enduring legacy of Bigfoot, the truck that transformed off-road vehicles into
roaring giants of the arena.

The Birth of Bigfoot: How It All Began

Back in the mid-1970s, Bob Chandler, a Ford mechanic and off-road enthusiast, had an idea that
would change the automotive and motorsport world forever. Chandler built Bigfoot, the original
monster truck, by modifying a Ford F-250 pickup with massive tractor tires and a reinforced
suspension system. His goal was simple—create a vehicle capable of driving over rough terrain and
obstacles that no ordinary truck could handle.

Bob Chandler’s first Bigfoot was a trailblazer, but it wasn’t just about brute force. The innovative
design allowed Bigfoot to perform stunts and maneuvers previously thought impossible for trucks of
its size. The truck quickly gained attention for its ability to crush cars and traverse uneven ground,
captivating audiences with its sheer size and power.

Why Bigfoot Is Considered the Original Monster Truck

While the term “monster truck” is now broadly used, Bigfoot was the very first to embody what this
concept represents. Before Bigfoot, trucks were mostly utilitarian machines designed for work, not
entertainment. Bigfoot changed that by transforming a workhorse vehicle into a crowd-pleasing
thrill machine.

Setting the Standards

Bigfoot set the blueprint for what monster trucks should be:

- **Massive, oversized tires:** Bigfoot’s 48-inch tires were revolutionary at the time and became a
standard for monster trucks.
- **Custom-built suspension:** To handle jumps and rough terrain, Bigfoot featured a reinforced
suspension system that absorbed shocks and maintained stability.
- **Car-crushing capabilities:** Bigfoot’s powerful frame and size allowed it to perform the signature
monster truck stunt—driving over and smashing smaller cars.
- **Showmanship:** Bob Chandler wasn’t just building a truck; he was creating a show. Bigfoot’s
appearances at events were designed to entertain and awe crowds.



The First Monster Truck Event

In 1981, the first organized monster truck event took place at the Pontiac Silverdome in Michigan,
featuring Bigfoot alongside other emerging monsters. This event marked the birth of monster truck
competitions, showcasing freestyle performances, races, and car crushes. Bigfoot’s role as the
headliner helped cement its place as the original monster truck and set the stage for an entire
industry.

Bigfoot’s Evolution Through the Decades

Bigfoot didn’t remain static; it evolved with advances in technology, safety, and audience
expectations. Bob Chandler and his team continuously upgraded the truck’s powertrain, chassis, and
tires to stay ahead of the competition.

From Street to Stadium

Initially, Bigfoot was mostly seen at off-road events and exhibitions. However, as monster truck
shows gained popularity, Bigfoot adapted to stadium environments. The truck’s size, noise, and stunt
capabilities made it a perfect fit for indoor arenas, where fans could get closer to the action.

Technological Innovations

Over the years, Bigfoot incorporated several important innovations:

- **Four-wheel steering:** This allowed for better maneuverability in tight spaces.
- **Advanced suspension systems:** Enhanced dampers and springs improved jump landings.
- **More powerful engines:** Bigfoot’s engines grew in horsepower, enabling higher speeds and
better performance.
- **Safety enhancements:** Roll cages, fire suppression systems, and driver suits helped protect the
drivers during the increasingly daring stunts.

Bigfoot’s Multiple Models

The “Bigfoot” name isn’t just one truck—it’s a series of vehicles. From Bigfoot #1, built in 1975, to
Bigfoot 20 and beyond, each model has pushed boundaries. These trucks have different designs and
specs but all carry the legacy of the original monster truck.

Bigfoot’s Impact on Monster Truck Culture

Bigfoot’s influence extends beyond the vehicle itself. It shaped the culture, industry, and fanbase



around monster trucks.

Inspiring Competitors and Fans

Thanks to Bigfoot’s pioneering role, countless drivers and builders were inspired to enter the
monster truck scene. The truck’s success demonstrated the potential for monster trucks as both
competitive vehicles and entertainment machines.

Monster Truck Racing and Freestyle Competitions

Thanks to Bigfoot’s early appearances and popularity, formal competitions began evolving rapidly.
Monster truck racing, where trucks compete to finish laps fastest, and freestyle events, where
drivers perform tricks and stunts, both draw heavily from the legacy Bigfoot created.

Bigfoot as a Brand

Bigfoot became more than a truck—it became a brand synonymous with monster truck excellence.
Merchandise, video games, toys, and even movies have featured Bigfoot, helping to maintain its
popularity across generations.

What Makes Bigfoot the Original Monster Truck So
Special?

If you’re wondering why Bigfoot the original monster truck still holds a special place in the hearts of
fans, it boils down to a few key factors:

Innovation: Bigfoot was the first to showcase what was possible with a monster truck.

Legacy: It laid the groundwork for an entire motorsport industry.

Showmanship: Bob Chandler’s vision turned a mechanical experiment into a spectacle.

Endurance: Bigfoot trucks have been competing and entertaining for nearly five decades.

Tips for Monster Truck Enthusiasts Inspired by Bigfoot

If you’re fascinated by Bigfoot and the monster truck world, here are some insights to deepen your
appreciation:



- **Learn the mechanics:** Understanding the suspension, tire technology, and engine power helps
you appreciate the skill involved in monster truck design.
- **Attend live events:** Seeing a Bigfoot truck perform in person offers a thrilling experience that
videos can’t fully capture.
- **Follow the history:** Dive into documentaries and books about Bob Chandler and Bigfoot to
grasp the full story.
- **Try simulators or games:** Monster truck video games can give you a virtual taste of the
challenges drivers face.

Bigfoot Today: Continuing the Monster Truck Tradition

Even today, Bigfoot trucks are active on the circuit, performing at shows and competing in races.
The team behind Bigfoot continues to innovate, keeping the spirit of the original monster truck alive.
Modern Bigfoot models combine cutting-edge technology with the nostalgic charm that made the
original so beloved.

Moreover, Bigfoot’s legacy is preserved in museums and exhibitions, where fans can get up close to
the historic trucks and learn about their groundbreaking contributions to motorsport.

Bigfoot the original monster truck remains a powerful symbol of creativity, perseverance, and pure
entertainment—the giant that started it all and continues to roar into the future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Bigfoot the Original Monster Truck?
Bigfoot the Original Monster Truck is a pioneering monster truck created by Bob Chandler in the
1970s, known for popularizing the monster truck sport.

Who created Bigfoot the Original Monster Truck?
Bob Chandler created Bigfoot the Original Monster Truck in 1975.

Why is Bigfoot considered the original monster truck?
Bigfoot is considered the original monster truck because it was the first vehicle to feature oversized
tires and perform stunts like crushing cars, launching the monster truck craze.

What type of vehicle was the first Bigfoot truck based on?
The first Bigfoot truck was based on a 1974 Ford F-250 pickup truck.

How did Bigfoot influence monster truck events?
Bigfoot's stunts and appearances sparked the creation of monster truck events and competitions,



leading to the development of monster truck shows worldwide.

Has Bigfoot been featured in any media or television
programs?
Yes, Bigfoot has appeared in numerous TV shows, commercials, and monster truck events, becoming
an iconic symbol in motorsport culture.

What are some notable achievements of Bigfoot the Original
Monster Truck?
Bigfoot was the first monster truck to crush cars on live TV, performed many stunt shows, and
helped establish monster truck racing as a popular sport.

Is Bigfoot the Original Monster Truck still active today?
Yes, Bigfoot continues to perform at monster truck events and exhibitions, maintaining its legacy in
the sport.

How has Bigfoot evolved since its creation?
Bigfoot has undergone several upgrades in size, power, and technology, evolving from a modified
pickup to a highly specialized monster truck.

Where can fans see Bigfoot the Original Monster Truck
perform?
Fans can see Bigfoot perform at monster truck rallies, motorsport events, and special exhibitions
across the United States and internationally.

Additional Resources
Bigfoot the Original Monster Truck: Pioneering a Phenomenon in Motorsports

bigfoot the original monster truck stands as an iconic figure in the world of motorsports, widely
recognized for sparking the monster truck craze that has captivated audiences for decades. As the
progenitor of a genre that combines automotive engineering with theatrical destruction and high-
adrenaline entertainment, Bigfoot’s legacy is etched into the very fabric of off-road motorsport
history. This article explores the emergence, evolution, technical aspects, and cultural impact of
Bigfoot, analyzing why it remains an unparalleled symbol in the monster truck arena.

The Birth of Bigfoot: Origins and Early Innovation

The story of Bigfoot begins in the mid-1970s in St. Louis, Missouri, when Bob Chandler, an avid off-



road enthusiast and mechanic, transformed a standard Ford F-250 into a towering, tire-swallowing
machine. Unlike traditional off-road vehicles of the time, Bigfoot was equipped with oversized
tires—first 48 inches in diameter—mounted on a heavily modified suspension system. This
innovation not only allowed the truck to conquer rugged terrain with ease but also enabled it to
perform jaw-dropping stunts that were previously unimaginable.

Bob Chandler’s vision was not just about creating a powerful off-road vehicle but about crafting a
spectacle that would engage fans and push the boundaries of automotive performance. The early
iterations of Bigfoot combined brute strength with showmanship, laying the groundwork for what
would become the monster truck industry.

The Technical Evolution of Bigfoot

From its inception, Bigfoot underwent continuous upgrades to refine its performance and spectacle
value. Some of the defining technical features include:

Suspension System: Bigfoot pioneered the use of long-travel suspension, allowing for greater
wheel articulation and shock absorption, essential for high-impact jumps and rough terrain.

Tire Innovation: The enormous tires—reaching up to 66 inches in later models—became a
hallmark, designed to crush cars and barriers with ease during performances.

Engine Power: Bigfoot trucks are powered by high-displacement V8 engines, often exceeding
1,500 horsepower, enabling rapid acceleration and the ability to crush obstacles without losing
momentum.

Chassis and Safety: Reinforced tubular steel frames and roll cages ensure driver protection
during extreme stunts, setting safety standards within the monster truck community.

These technical advancements not only enhanced Bigfoot’s capability but also influenced the design
and engineering of countless other monster trucks that followed.

Bigfoot’s Role in Popularizing Monster Truck Shows

The emergence of Bigfoot coincided with a growing appetite for motorsport entertainment that
combined speed, power, and dramatic visuals. Bigfoot was instrumental in transitioning monster
trucks from niche off-road vehicles into mainstream entertainment icons. Its first public car crush in
1979 captivated audiences, leading to the birth of monster truck shows as a recognized motorsport
discipline.

Impact on Monster Truck Competitions and Events



Bigfoot’s success catalyzed the creation of organized monster truck competitions featuring racing,
freestyle stunts, and car-crushing exhibitions. The truck’s reputation drew crowds to stadiums and
arenas, helping establish a lucrative entertainment circuit that remains popular worldwide. Events
like Monster Jam have roots deeply intertwined with Bigfoot’s pioneering efforts.

Media and Cultural Influence

Bigfoot’s image transcended motorsport, appearing in television commercials, video games, and
merchandise, solidifying its status as a cultural icon. The truck’s distinctive blue paint and bold
“Bigfoot” branding became synonymous with raw power and excitement. Documentaries and
interviews with Bob Chandler and his team have further cemented the truck’s legendary status,
inspiring generations of fans and drivers.

Comparative Analysis: Bigfoot Versus Modern Monster
Trucks

While Bigfoot is often revered as the original monster truck, the monster truck landscape today is
diversified and heavily commercialized. Comparing Bigfoot to contemporary trucks reveals both its
pioneering strengths and areas where modern advancements have surpassed the original.

Innovation Legacy: Bigfoot’s early adoption of oversized tires and reinforced suspensions set
the blueprint that every modern monster truck follows.

Technology: Newer trucks incorporate advanced telemetry, computerized engine
management, and lighter composite materials, offering performance and safety improvements.

Design: Modern trucks feature themed designs and branding tailored for entertainment and
marketing, while Bigfoot maintains a more straightforward, classic aesthetic.

Performance: Contemporary trucks often boast higher horsepower and more agile handling,
but Bigfoot’s raw, unrefined power and historic significance continue to captivate enthusiasts.

Despite technological progress, Bigfoot’s place as the progenitor of the sport preserves its unique
prestige within the monster truck community.

Pros and Cons of Bigfoot’s Design Philosophy

Pros:

Robust and durable design capable of withstanding intense impacts.



Iconic styling that is instantly recognizable and nostalgic.

Influential engineering that shaped the entire monster truck industry.

Cons:

Heavier weight compared to newer trucks may limit agility.

Less reliance on modern technology can affect precision and performance.

Conservative aesthetics might appeal less to younger audiences seeking flashy visuals.

Bigfoot’s Enduring Legacy and Future Prospects

The enduring appeal of Bigfoot the original monster truck lies in its blend of mechanical ingenuity
and cultural significance. As the first truck to introduce the car-crushing spectacle, it laid the
foundation for an entire motorsport genre that continues to evolve. Bigfoot’s influence extends
beyond entertainment; it has inspired engineering innovations and fostered a passionate global
community.

Looking forward, Bigfoot’s team has embraced modernization without sacrificing heritage. Recent
models feature improved suspension systems and upgraded engines, maintaining competitive
performance while honoring the legacy. The brand continues to participate in major monster truck
events, preserving its role as a living legend and ambassador of the sport.

In the world of monster trucks, where size, power, and showmanship define success, Bigfoot remains
a benchmark. Its pioneering spirit and transformative impact have ensured that Bigfoot is not just a
truck but a symbol of the monster truck phenomenon itself.
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  bigfoot the original monster truck: The Original Monster Truck--Bigfoot Scott Johnston,
1994-03-01 Cruisin' covers the equipment, technology, engineering, design, execution, competition,
maintenance, modification, everyday use, and the people behind marvelous mechanized machines.
Vehicles of all kinds are fascinating for young readers, and this series offers a wide variety of
more-than-just-transportation books. In response to the many requests for vehicle books aimed at
the young reader, these high-interest titles will inform and delight. Each book contains an index,
bibliography, glossary.
  bigfoot the original monster truck: The Original Monster Truck--Bigfoot Scott D.
Johnston, 1994 A short history of the first monster truck - Bigfoot.

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-177/bigfoot-the-original-monster-truck.pdf


  bigfoot the original monster truck: The Original Monster Truck Scott D. Johnston, 1994
  bigfoot the original monster truck: Monster Trucks Jim Gigliotti, 2010 This exciting series
teaches readers all there is to know about racing sports.
  bigfoot the original monster truck: BIGFOOT 4x4x4 The Original Monster Truck Frieda Weis,
2019-09-26 Are you looking for a fun gift for someone close to you? This is a perfect blank, lined
notebook for men, women, and children. Great for taking down notes, reminders, and crafting to-do
lists. Also a great creativity gift for decoration or for a notebook for school or office! This notebook is
an excellent accessory for your desk at home or at the office. It's the perfect travel size to fit in a
laptop bag or backpack. Use it on the go and you will keep all of your notes and reminders in
organized in one place. Professionally designed this 6x9 notebook provides the medium for you to
detail your thoughts. Buy your notebook today and begin to fill the pre-lined pages with your heart's
desire. Your new notebook includes: Fresh white paper 100 pages 6x9 inch format Paper color:
White We have even more wonderful titles that you'll enjoy! Be sure to click on the author name for
other great notebook ideas.
  bigfoot the original monster truck: Monster Trucks A. R. Schaefer, 2002 Describes monster
trucks, along with its history, equipment, and some of the competitions that these vehicles
participate in.
  bigfoot the original monster truck: The Kids' Guide to Monster Trucks Michael O'Hearn,
2009-07 Describes a wide variety of monster trucks, including history, design, and
competitions--Provided by publisher.
  bigfoot the original monster truck: Monster Trucks Brian Howell, 2014-03-01 Do you know
what it's like to drive a truck that is as big as an elephant? Despite their giant size, monster trucks
can pull off soaring jumps, flips, and other epic stunts. These trucks compete head-to-head to reveal
the fastest and the most agile of them all. Events such as the Monster Jam World Finals keep the
crowds on the edges of their seats. Enter the Dirt and Destruction Sports Zone to learn about the
history, mechanics, rules, and the trailblazing drivers connected to monster trucks. You'll learn: ?
How race organizers create a track with plastic, plywood, and lots of dirt. ? What gear and strategies
drivers use to protect themselves. ? Who pulled off some of the wildest moves in monster truck
history. ? What it's like to crush a row of cars beneath a monster truck's enormous tires. Are you into
sports? Then get in the zone!
  bigfoot the original monster truck: Secret St. Louis: A Guide to the Weird, Wonderful, and
Obscure David Baugher, 2016-03-15 Where in St. Louis can you… …picnic at a radioactive waste
dump? …learn what West County Center’s famous dove really represents? …visit the grave of the
man who burned Atlanta? …join a nudist resort? …view a cube comprised of a million dollar bills?
…see a piece from New York’s Twin Towers? …find out exactly what a Billiken is? Whether you are
piloting a simulated barge on the Mississippi River, exploring the hidden history of Abraham
Lincoln’s bizarre swordfight in St. Charles County or eating a ten-pound apple-pie in Kimmswick
inspired by the Great Flood of 1993, it is hard to get bored with a copy of Secret St. Louis: A Guide
to the Weird, Wonderful, and Obscure. By turns wistful and whimsical, this is a book which answers
the questions you never knew you had about St. Louis while taking readers on a whirlwind tour
through 97 unique but often little-known spaces and places that can’t be found anywhere else. A
tourist handbook for people who thought they never needed one, “Secret St. Louis” provides a
scavenger hunt of hidden gems traversing the somber, strange, surprising and silly locales which
define the culture and history that make St. Louis such a diverse and amazing place to call home.
From Weldon Spring to Wildwood, from Overland to O’Fallon, from Bellefontaine to Bridgeton, this
is an exploration of St. Louis’s odds and ends like no other.
  bigfoot the original monster truck: Monster Trucks Sarah Tieck, 2010-09-01 Describes a
monster truck, what it is used for, and the famous ones that are showcased at different events.
  bigfoot the original monster truck: The Story of Bigfoot Jaxon Hayes, 2022-06-15 Are
monster trucks your jam? Then this book about Bigfoot is for you. It’s the story of the first monster
truck ever made!



  bigfoot the original monster truck: BIGFOOT 4x4x4 The Original Monster Truck Frieda Weis,
2019-09-26 Are you looking for a fun gift for someone close to you? This is a perfect blank, lined
notebook for men, women, and children. Great for taking down notes, reminders, and crafting to-do
lists. Also a great creativity gift for decoration or for a notebook for school or office! This notebook is
an excellent accessory for your desk at home or at the office. It's the perfect travel size to fit in a
laptop bag or backpack. Use it on the go and you will keep all of your notes and reminders in
organized in one place. Professionally designed this 6x9 notebook provides the medium for you to
detail your thoughts. Buy your notebook today and begin to fill the pre-lined pages with your heart's
desire. Your new notebook includes: Fresh white paper 100 pages 6x9 inch format Paper color:
White We have even more wonderful titles that you'll enjoy! Be sure to click on the author name for
other great notebook ideas.
  bigfoot the original monster truck: Monster Trucks Jeff Savage, 2010 Describes the first
monster trucks, how monster trucks are built, and their performances in shows--Provided by
publisher.
  bigfoot the original monster truck: New York Magazine , 1988-03-21 New York magazine
was born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place
for itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and
photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's
consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city
itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
  bigfoot the original monster truck: Cincinnati Magazine , 2009-11 Cincinnati Magazine
taps into the DNA of the city, exploring shopping, dining, living, and culture and giving readers a
ringside seat on the issues shaping the region.
  bigfoot the original monster truck: Phuketindex.com Magazine Vol.22 Phuketindex.com
Team,
  bigfoot the original monster truck: Monster Trucks Brian Howell, 2014-01-01 Do you know
what it's like to drive a truck that is as big as an elephant? Despite their giant size, monster trucks
can pull off soaring jumps, flips, and other epic stunts. These trucks compete head-to-head to reveal
the fastest and the most agile of them all. Events such as the Monster Jam World Finals keep the
crowds on the edges of their seats. Enter the Dirt and Destruction Sports Zone to learn about the
history, mechanics, rules, and the trailblazing drivers connected to monster trucks. You'll learn: •
How race organizers create a track with plastic, plywood, and lots of dirt. • What gear and
strategies drivers use to protect themselves. • Who pulled off some of the wildest moves in monster
truck history. • What it's like to crush a row of cars beneath a monster truck's enormous tires. Are
you into sports? Then get in the zone!
  bigfoot the original monster truck: Roadtripping USA 2nd Edition Let's Go Inc., 2007-04-03
A comprehensive guide to American cross-country travel furnishes detailed descriptions of a variety
of odysseys, including such routes as an Eastern Seaboard trip, Route 66, Highway 40, and the
Al-Can Highway to Anchorage, along with listings of lodgings and eateries.
  bigfoot the original monster truck: Here's where Charlie Brennan, 2006 A guidebook to
sites related to famous people in St. Louis, with anecdotes, interesting facts, and cross-references.
Each entry is keyed to one of ten maps of the St. Louis area--Provided by publisher.
  bigfoot the original monster truck: Monster Trucks Jack Patterson, AI, 2025-03-05 Monster
Trucks explores the captivating world of these oversized vehicles, revealing the engineering marvels
behind their construction and performance. This book delves into the mechanical engineering
principles that enable monster trucks to perform seemingly impossible stunts, like crushing multiple
cars at once. Discover the physics and engine technology that combine to deliver the immense power
needed for these feats. The book uniquely focuses on the intricate relationship between design,
mechanics, and performance, offering insights into the advanced engineering required. Starting with
the history and evolution of monster trucks, it progresses through detailed examinations of chassis,
suspension, and engine modifications. Learn how these trucks evolved from modified pickup trucks



to the complex machines they are today. The later chapters analyze the physics of stunts, such as
jumps, and how forces and energy are managed. Finally, the book looks toward the future of
monster truck technology. This approach provides readers with a comprehensive understanding of
the innovation and expertise involved in designing and operating these incredible machines.
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ground. The branch it was draped over
Bigfoot / Sasquatch sightings and encounters in MI   BUT Bigfoot enthusiasts sent the
degrading film into professional film crews to painstakingly repair and improve the quality of the
footage with today's technology , and save
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