
as the deer guitar chords
As the Deer Guitar Chords: A Guide to Playing This Timeless Worship Song

as the deer guitar chords are a popular starting point for many worship guitarists
looking to bring a heartfelt and melodic song into their repertoire. "As the Deer," written
by Martin Nystrom in the 1970s, has become a beloved classic in contemporary Christian
music, known for its simple yet profound lyrics and soothing melody. Whether you are a
beginner or an intermediate player, mastering the guitar chords for "As the Deer" can
enhance your worship sessions and personal playing experience.

In this article, we’ll explore the essential chords, strumming patterns, and tips to help you
play "As the Deer" confidently. Along the way, we’ll also touch on related guitar
techniques and worship music insights to deepen your understanding and enjoyment of
this beautiful song.

Understanding the Basics of As the Deer Guitar
Chords

Before jumping into chord diagrams and strumming patterns, it’s important to understand
the song’s structure and the key it’s commonly played in. Most versions of "As the Deer"
are in the key of G major, making it accessible for guitarists of all skill levels. The song has
a straightforward chord progression that repeats throughout the verses and chorus, which
is great for players who want to focus on expression and dynamics rather than complex
chord changes.

Common Chords Used in As the Deer

The primary chords you’ll encounter when playing "As the Deer" are:

- G major
- C major
- D major
- Em (E minor)

These chords form the backbone of the song, creating a peaceful and reflective mood that
complements the lyrics beautifully.

Chord Diagrams for Reference

If you’re new to these chords, here’s a quick refresher on finger positioning:

- **G Major**: Place your index finger on the 2nd fret of the A string, your middle finger on



the 3rd fret of the low E string, and your ring finger on the 3rd fret of the high E string.
- **C Major**: Index finger on the 1st fret of the B string, middle finger on the 2nd fret of
the D string, ring finger on the 3rd fret of the A string.
- **D Major**: Index finger on the 2nd fret of the G string, middle finger on the 2nd fret of
the high E string, ring finger on the 3rd fret of the B string.
- **Em**: Middle finger on the 2nd fret of the A string, ring finger on the 2nd fret of the D
string.

These basic chords are foundational for many worship songs, so becoming comfortable
with them will serve you well beyond "As the Deer."

Playing the Song: Chord Progression and
Strumming Patterns

The beauty of "As the Deer" lies in its simplicity, which also makes it a perfect song to
practice smooth chord transitions and expressive strumming.

Chord Progression

A typical chord progression for the verses and chorus is:

```
G Em
As the deer panteth for the water
C G D
So my soul longeth after Thee
G Em
You alone are my heart’s desire
C G D G
And I long to worship Thee
```

This progression repeats, allowing you to focus on dynamics and vocal expression while
playing.

Strumming Patterns

For strumming, a gentle and steady rhythm works best to match the song's reflective
mood. Here are a couple of options:

- **Basic Down-Strum Pattern:** Simply strum down on every beat (1, 2, 3, 4). This is
great for beginners.
- **Down-Down-Up-Up-Down-Up:** This pattern adds a bit of movement without
overpowering the gentle melody. Practice slowly to ensure clean transitions.



Experiment with fingerpicking if you want to add a softer, more intimate feel to the song.
Fingerpicking can highlight the melody within the chords and provide a fresh
interpretation.

Tips for Mastering As the Deer Guitar Chords

Learning the chords is just the first step. To truly bring "As the Deer" to life on the guitar,
consider these tips:

Focus on Smooth Transitions

Switching between G, Em, C, and D can be tricky at first, especially for beginners.
Practice moving between these chords slowly and deliberately. Use a metronome to keep a
steady tempo and gradually increase your speed as you become more comfortable.

Listen to Different Versions

There are many renditions of "As the Deer" available online, ranging from solo acoustic to
full band arrangements. Listening to these can inspire different approaches to rhythm,
tempo, and dynamics. You might find a version that resonates with your playing style,
whether it’s a slow and meditative pace or a more uplifting tempo.

Incorporate Dynamics and Emotion

One of the reasons "As the Deer" remains a favorite is its emotional depth. Use
dynamics—playing some parts softly and others more strongly—to convey the longing and
devotion expressed in the lyrics. Let your fingers and strumming hand reflect the mood
shifts naturally.

Practice Singing and Playing Together

If you plan to sing while playing, practice both simultaneously early on. Start by playing
the chords and humming the melody, then gradually add the lyrics. This coordination will
help you lead worship or perform the song confidently.

Exploring Variations and Advanced Techniques

Once comfortable with the basic chords, you might want to experiment with variations to
add color and texture to your playing.



Adding Suspended and Seventh Chords

To enrich the harmony, try incorporating chords like Csus2, Dsus4, or Gmaj7. These subtle
changes can give the song a more contemporary feel and highlight emotional nuances.

Using Capo for Different Keys

If the key of G doesn’t suit your vocal range, place a capo on the guitar’s fretboard to
transpose the song easily. For instance, capo on the 2nd fret and play the same chord
shapes to shift the song up to A major.

Fingerstyle Arrangements

Fingerstyle guitarists often enjoy adapting "As the Deer" into intricate picking patterns
that combine melody and harmony. Look for fingerstyle tutorials or tabs online to explore
this approach if you want to challenge yourself.

Why Learn As the Deer Guitar Chords?

Beyond the technical aspects, learning "As the Deer" guitar chords connects you to a rich
tradition of worship music that has touched many hearts worldwide. The song’s meditative
lyrics and gentle melody provide a perfect backdrop for prayer, reflection, or leading a
congregation in worship.

Whether you play in a church band, at home, or with friends, this song’s accessibility and
emotional resonance make it a rewarding addition to your guitar repertoire. Plus,
mastering these chords builds a strong foundation for playing other worship songs with
similar structures.

As you continue practicing, remember that the goal is not just to play the notes but to
convey the song’s message through your music. Let the simplicity of "As the Deer" inspire
you to express sincerity and devotion in every chord you strum.

With patience and practice, the as the deer guitar chords will become second nature,
allowing you to focus more on the worship experience and less on the fretboard. So grab
your guitar, tune up, and let the music flow naturally.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic guitar chords for 'As the Deer'?
The basic guitar chords for 'As the Deer' are A, D, and E. The song is typically played in



the key of A major.

How do I play the intro chords for 'As the Deer' on
guitar?
The intro chords for 'As the Deer' usually start with A major, then move to D major, and
back to A. You can strum these chords slowly to match the song's tempo.

Are there any capo recommendations for 'As the Deer'
guitar chords?
Most versions of 'As the Deer' are played without a capo in the key of A. However, you can
place a capo on the 2nd fret and play G, C, and D chords to simplify the fingering.

Can you provide a chord progression for the chorus of
'As the Deer'?
The chorus chord progression is typically: A - E - D - A, repeated as needed to match the
lyrics and melody.

What strumming pattern works best for 'As the Deer' on
guitar?
A gentle down-down-up-up-down-up (D D U U D U) strumming pattern works well to
convey the worshipful and reflective mood of 'As the Deer'.

Is 'As the Deer' suitable for beginner guitar players?
Yes, 'As the Deer' uses simple open chords like A, D, and E, making it a great song for
beginner guitarists to practice chord changes and strumming.

Where can I find accurate chord charts for 'As the
Deer'?
Accurate chord charts for 'As the Deer' can be found on worship music websites like
Ultimate Guitar, Worship Together, and SongSelect by CCLI.

How do I transition smoothly between chords in 'As the
Deer'?
To transition smoothly, practice changing between A, D, and E chords slowly at first,
focusing on finger placement and timing to maintain the rhythm.

Can 'As the Deer' be played in different keys on guitar?
Yes, 'As the Deer' can be transposed to different keys to suit vocal ranges. Using a capo or



changing chord shapes allows flexibility in key selection.

Additional Resources
As the Deer Guitar Chords: A Detailed Exploration for Musicians and Worship Leaders

as the deer guitar chords have become a staple for worship musicians and guitarists
seeking to master this timeless Christian hymn. The song, originally penned by Martin
Nystrom in the 1970s, resonates deeply within contemporary worship settings due to its
simple yet profound lyrics and melody. For guitarists, understanding the chord structure
and variations is essential for an authentic rendition that complements congregational
singing or solo performances.

Understanding the Chord Structure of "As the
Deer"

At its core, "As the Deer" employs a straightforward chord progression that is accessible
to guitar players of various skill levels. The song is typically played in the key of D major,
which suits the vocal ranges commonly found in group worship scenarios. The primary
chords used throughout the piece include D, G, A, and Bm, creating a harmonic foundation
that supports the song’s meditative and reverent mood.

The simplicity of these chords is one of the reasons why "As the Deer" remains popular
among guitarists. The progression D – Bm – G – A repeats throughout the verses and
chorus, making it easier for players to memorize and focus on expression rather than
complexity. This repetition also facilitates congregational participation, as the predictable
chord changes allow singers to anticipate the melody and lyrics.

Common Chord Variations and Capo Usage

While the standard chords provide a solid basis, many guitarists employ variations and
capo placements to match different vocal ranges or add tonal color. For instance, placing
a capo on the second fret and using C, Am, F, and G chords can transpose the song to E
major, which may be more comfortable for certain singers.

Chord embellishments, such as sus2 or sus4 chords, are also frequently incorporated to
enhance the harmonic texture without overcomplicating the fingerings. For example,
substituting a G chord with Gsus4 adds a subtle tension that resolves pleasingly when
returning to the D chord.

Technical Aspects of Playing "As the Deer" on



Guitar

From a technical standpoint, the song is often played with fingerpicking or gentle
strumming patterns that reinforce its contemplative atmosphere. The tempo is moderate,
allowing the guitarist to emphasize dynamic control and articulation.

Strumming Patterns

A popular strumming pattern for "As the Deer" is a simple down-down-up-up-down-up
sequence. This pattern maintains a steady rhythm that supports the vocal line without
overpowering it. For beginners, even straightforward downstrokes timed with the beat can
be effective, especially in intimate worship settings.

Fingerpicking Techniques

Fingerpicking is another technique that suits this song well. By plucking individual strings,
guitarists can highlight the melody embedded within the chord progression. This approach
not only adds a delicate texture but also engages listeners more intimately.

Comparing "As the Deer" to Other Worship Songs
in Terms of Guitar Complexity

When compared to other contemporary worship songs, "As the Deer" ranks as moderately
easy on the guitar complexity scale. Songs like "How Great Is Our God" or "10,000
Reasons" tend to involve more chord changes and sometimes capo adjustments, whereas
"As the Deer" maintains a consistent progression throughout.

Its repetitive chord structure and modest tempo make it an ideal choice for beginner and
intermediate guitarists wanting to build confidence in playing worship music. However, its
simplicity does not detract from its emotional impact, which is a testament to the power of
thoughtful songwriting.

Pros and Cons for Guitarists Learning "As the Deer"

Pros: Simple chord progression, easy to memorize, suitable for all skill levels,
adaptable with capo and chord variations, ideal for worship settings.

Cons: Repetitive structure may feel monotonous for advanced players seeking
complexity, limited dynamic range in the original arrangement.



Resources for Learning As the Deer Guitar Chords

Several online platforms offer tutorials and chord charts specifically tailored for "As the
Deer." Websites like Ultimate Guitar, Worship Together, and SongSelect provide accurate
chord transcriptions and instructional videos. Additionally, apps such as Fender Play and
Yousician include "As the Deer" in their worship song libraries, often featuring interactive
lessons.

For those interested in sheet music, many publishers provide official arrangements that
include guitar chords, melody lines, and lyrics, allowing players to follow along with
precision.

Tips for Worship Leaders and Guitarists

Experiment with capo placement to find the best key for the vocalist.

Incorporate subtle chord variations to maintain interest during repetitive sections.

Practice smooth chord transitions to preserve the song’s meditative quality.

Use dynamics—soft strumming or fingerpicking in verses, stronger strumming in
choruses—to add emotional depth.

Collaborate with other musicians to explore harmonies and complementary
instrumentation.

The enduring popularity of "As the Deer" in worship music circles is closely tied to its
accessibility for guitarists and its profound lyrical content. Mastering the guitar chords not
only enables musicians to participate more fully in worship but also to contribute to the
song’s spiritual resonance within their communities. Whether for personal devotion or
congregational leading, understanding the nuances of "as the deer guitar chords" remains
an essential skill for contemporary Christian guitarists.

As The Deer Guitar Chords

  as the deer guitar chords: 4-Chord Worship Songs for Guitar (Songbook) Hal Leonard Corp.,
2010-10-01 (Guitar Collection). More than two dozen Christian hits that guitarists can play using just
four chords! Includes: All We Need * Ancient Words * Awesome God * Breathe * Everyday * Forever
* I Will Rise * Love the Lord * No One like You * Unchanging * more!
  as the deer guitar chords: Finding Chords to Match the Notes in Your Melody Bruce
Osborn, 2014-04 An easy-to-use guide to finding just the right chords to use with any melody. If you
have ever composed a melody and then been at a loss as to which basic chords to play along with it .
. . if you have ever wondered how to experiment with more complex chord substitutions . . . if you

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-177/as-the-deer-guitar-chords.pdf


have ever wondered how the experts go about choosing which chords to use with their melodies . . .
then this book is for you. Through the use of clear, color-coded charts and detailed step-by-step
instructions, this book will show you at a glance exactly which chords are the best choices for use
over any melody note in any key. In addition, the author includes extended-and often
hilarious!-essays describing how he came to develop the charts included in this book, and how his
interest in chords lead him to explore the chords and melody in a well-known jazz song. Finally,
there are charts-one for each of the 12 notes in a chromatic scale-listing the notes contained in 26 of
the most common chords.
  as the deer guitar chords: Evangelical Worship Melanie C. Ross, 2021-09-17 Say the words
“evangelical worship” to anyone in the United States -- even if they are not particularly religious --
and a picture will likely spring to mind unbidden: a mass of white middle-class worshippers with
eyes closed, faces tilted upward, and hands raised to the sky. Weaving together insights from
American religious history and liturgical studies, and drawing on extensive fieldwork in seven
congregations, Melanie C. Ross brings contemporary evangelical worship to life. Critics have
underestimated evangelical worship, seeing it as little more than a manipulative effort to arouse
devotional exhilaration. This book will irrevocably change that interpretation, revealing worship to
be the site where congregations forge, argue over, and enact their unique contributions to the
American mosaic known as evangelicalism.
  as the deer guitar chords: Teach Yourself to Play Guitar , 2008-06 Beginner Guitar Instruction
  as the deer guitar chords: The Ultimate Map for Jazz Guitar Michael J. Anthony,
2012-03-02 Written by jazz guitar great Michael Anthony who states, This book is an attempt to
eliminate, or at the minimum decrease the frequency of such deer in the headlights sputters and
stalls and the threat of getting lost when following a melodic line, a new thought, or a progression of
chords. Think of this book then, as a map, a guide to the highways and byways of playing jazz
guitar.I intend it not merely to be a fret guide. My goal is to provide you with a compass, a kind of
ultimate guide to discovering your way. with this map the hope is you'll have not only a complete but
a very practical guide to assist you in navigating melodic ideas and chord changes at any point on
the fingerboard.The overall objective is to add maximum manual fluency and increase creative
inspiration for all guitarists, regardless of level of expertise.
  as the deer guitar chords: Contemporary Bluegrass Backup Guitar Jeff Troxel, 2022-02-25
Guitarist, composer, songwriter, and Mel Bay author—Jeff Troxel has been successful in the
flatpicking contest world as well as being a sought-after college and summer camp instructor. In this
book, he shares a lifetime of knowledge about one specific role of the bluegrass guitarist— that of
accompaniment or “backup”. Beginning in Chapter One, Troxel lays the foundation for what is to
come in rendering alternating bass lines, chord progressions, ornamentation, intros, endings, bass
runs, chord-melodies, pedal tones, and other essential concepts that contribute to effective rhythm
guitar playing. Five appendices address: Basic Music Theory, Capos and Transposition, Tuning,
Guitars, Picks and Strings, and Lead Sheets for the dozen bluegrass tunes featured in the book. All
music appears in standard notation and tablature with 69 audio tracks. By the time you finish
reading and playing the examples in this book, you’ll be ready to jam or perform with the best!
Includes access to online audio.
  as the deer guitar chords: Appalachian Fiddle Music Drew Beisswenger, Roy M. Andrade,
Scott Prouty, 2021-02-18 Appalachian fiddle music, based on the musical traditions of the people
who settled in the mountainous regions of the southeastern United States, is widely-known and
played throughout North America and parts of Europe because of its complex rhythms, its catchy
melodies, and its often-ancient-sounding stylistic qualities. The authors explore the lives and music
of 43 of the classic Appalachian fiddlers who were active during the first half of the 20th century.
Some of them were recorded commercially in the 1920s, such as Gid Tanner, Fiddlin’ John Carson,
and Charlie Bowman. Some were recorded by folklorists from the Library of Congress, such as
William Stepp, Emmett Lundy, and Marion Reece. Others were recorded informally by family
members and visitors, such as John Salyer, Emma Lee Dickerson, and Manco Sneed. All of them



played throughout most of their lives and influenced the growth and stylistic elements of fiddle
music in their regions. Each fiddler has been given a chapter with a biography, several tune
transcriptions, and tune histories. To show the richness of the music, the authors make a special
effort to show the musical elements in detail, but also acknowledge that nothing can take the place
of listening. Many of the classic recordings used in this book can be found on the web, allowing you
to hear and read the music together.
  as the deer guitar chords: Myth and Magic in Heavy Metal Music Robert McParland,
2018-06-12 Myth pervades heavy metal. With visual elements drawn from medieval and horror
cinema, the genre's themes of chaos, dissidence and alienation transmit an image of Promethean
rebellion against the conventional. In dialogue with the modern world, heavy metal draws
imaginatively on myth and folklore to construct an aesthetic and worldview embraced by a vast
global audience. The author explores the music of Black Sabbath, Iron Maiden, Judas Priest,
Metallica and many others from a mythological and literary perspective.
  as the deer guitar chords: Chasing Rainbows And Similar Acts of Foolishness W.D. “Arizona”
Kennedy, 2008-07-31 The book is composed of many short stories about growing up in Cochise
County, Arizona in the 1940’s and 1950’s including stories told by my Dad and Mom and carrying on
through my lifetime. It includes stories of many experiences of my own and also some of Dad’s and
my Grandpa Kennedy’s. I also included a few stories of same interesting people I have met in the last
sixty five years. I have tried to keep it light and entertaining and happy.
  as the deer guitar chords: Cyclopædia of Biblical, Theological, and Ecclesiastical
Literature John McClintock, 1894
  as the deer guitar chords: Glory to God: A Companion Carl P. Jr. Daw, 2016-05-25 This
informative resource provides a brief history of each hymn in the popular hymnal Glory to God.
Written by one of the foremost hymn scholars today, the Companion explains when and why each
hymn was written and provides biographical information about the hymn writers. Church leaders
will benefit from this book when choosing hymn texts for every worship occasion. Several indexes
will be included, making this a valuable reference tool for pastors, worship planners, scholars, and
students, as well as an interesting and engaging resource for music lovers.
  as the deer guitar chords: Sound Innovations for Guitar, Teacher Edition Book 2 Aaron
Stang, Bill Purse, 2014-10-29 This teacher edition of Sound Innovations for Guitar, Book 2 contains
36 complete one-week units/lesson plans. The lessons progress through six major levels and provide
goals, access to enrichment and enhancement pages, expansion suggestions, performance advice,
assessment tools, and clear guidance as to reasonable expected progress. The intent of this method
is to provide both students and teachers with an exciting and rewarding guitar class experience.
  as the deer guitar chords: Reproduction Ian Williams, 2020-04-21 “With subtlety and wit, [a]
prizewinning debut” novel set in 1970s Toronto “explores a liaison across race and class divisions in
Canada” (The Guardian, UK). Felicia and Edgar come from different worlds. She’s a
nineteen-year-old student and Caribbean immigrant while he is the impetuous heir to his German
family’s fortune. When their ailing mothers are assigned the same Toronto hospital room, their
chance encounter leads to an unlikely relationship full miscommunications, misunderstandings, and
very surprising results. Years later, Felicia’s son Armistice—“Army” for short—is a teenager fixated
on get-rich-quick schemes, each one more absurd than the next. The. Edgar finally re-enters
Felicia’s life, at yet another inopportune moment, putting this “witty, playful and disarmingly
offbeat” saga on the path to its heartfelt conclusion (The Toronto Star, CA). Winner of the
Scotiabank Giller Prize
  as the deer guitar chords: Rock Angel Jody French, 2019-10-17 When Emily, a sensitive
synesthete from Claremore, Oklahoma, witnesses a heart-wrenching act of domestic violence that
orphans her and her older sister, Emily is haunted by the loss of her kindred spirit. She turns to
music for comfort, and keeps secret the fact that she has the ability to see other people’s auras and
sense their true natures. For Emily, a kaleidoscope of color lofts above everyone she meets. She is
instinctively drawn to rare, nurturing Purples like her mother and avoids the cruel Grays like her



father, the Monster. Without her mother’s guidance, Emily must learn to trust her instincts and draw
her boundaries on her own as she navigates through a newly found career in the music business.
  as the deer guitar chords: The West Virginia Review , 1927
  as the deer guitar chords: Boston Cooking-school Magazine of Culinary Science and
Domestic Economics , 1916
  as the deer guitar chords: The Spirit Wolf Stephen Stewart, 2020-10-22 When one is
immortal, time equals memory and before the Earth existed there was only space, celestial bodies
and time. When the Earth was created, the Great Spirit placed two beings upon it to guard the
world. These beings were pulled from the heavens and given the earthly form of wolves. Spirit
Wolves! Through the countless millennia they have existed among us, hidden from mankind, living
their lives together in perfect harmony with the world ... until now!
  as the deer guitar chords: Origin of the Americans ; Character of the Indians ; Indian
languages ; Festivals and industry ; Customs of the Indians ; Indian religions Emmanuel
Domenech, 1860
  as the deer guitar chords: Never Enough: The Story of The Cure Jeff Apter, 2009-11-05
The Cure emerged in the post-punk 70s and defied all expectations to launch a marathon career
marked by hit records and a string of sell-out arena shows. In 2004, after numerous personnel
changes, the band delivered their Greatest Hits album in 2004.This biography traces the roots in
middle-class Crawley, Sussex and tracks their gradual rise, revealing how their first major album
Pornography, almost ended the band well before their multi-platinum career began. It also
documents Smith's escape into the Siouxsie & The Banshees camp during the Eighties, his
experimentation with every drug ('bar smack'). His reluctance to return to The Cure which would
eventually lead to them becoming superstars, not only on both sides of the Atlantic but all around
the globe.Jeff Apter is an Australian-based music writer, who had been reporting on popular culture
for the past 15 years. He spent five years as the Music Editor at Australian Rolling Stone. This is his
third book, the first two being on The Red Hot Chili Peppers (published by Omnibus Press) and
Silverchair.Paperback edition.
  as the deer guitar chords: I'm Alive Christine Holubec-Jackson, 2023-11-16 You will laugh cry
and be inspired while reading Christine Holubec-Jackson's memoir I Am Alive. This gentle wife and
mother tells her story of survival through an unbelievable host of trials and tribulations as she hangs
on for dear life on the roller coaster of life. She shares the lessons she has learned and the many
gifts she has received. In the author's own own words: My life has changed completely but perhaps
this is the path I was always meant to be on!
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