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Actors in Last of the Summer Wine: A Look at the Beloved Cast of Britain’s
Longest-Running Comedy

actors in last of the summer wine have become iconic figures in British
television history, bringing to life one of the most enduring and charming
sitcoms ever produced. Last of the Summer Wine, which aired from 1973 to
2010, holds the record as the longest-running sitcom in the world. Its
success owes much to the memorable characters and the talented actors who
portrayed them with warmth, wit, and a touch of nostalgia for rural Yorkshire
life. Whether you are a long-time fan or new to the show, understanding the
actors behind these beloved characters adds a whole new layer of
appreciation.

The Cast That Made “Last of the Summer Wine” a
Classic

At the heart of Last of the Summer Wine is a trio of elderly men whose
adventures and misadventures form the core of the show’s humor and appeal.
The chemistry between these actors and their ability to embody their
characters so authentically is one reason the show resonated with audiences
for nearly four decades.

Bill Owen as Compo Simmonite

One of the most recognizable actors in Last of the Summer Wine was Bill Owen,
who played the scruffy, mischievous, and eternally youthful Compo Simmonite.
Compo was the lovable rogue of the trio, known for his ragged clothes, cheeky
grin, and endless schemes. Owen’s performance brought a delightful blend of
humor and heart, making Compo a character audiences rooted for despite his
constant troublemaking.

Owen’s background in music hall and film helped him create a character that
was both timeless and deeply human. Compo’s slapstick antics combined with
moments of genuine emotion showcased Owen’s versatility and contributed
significantly to the show’s long-standing popularity.

Peter Sallis as Norman Clegg

Peter Sallis portrayed Norman Clegg, the most level-headed and philosophical
member of the group. Clegg’s dry wit and thoughtful musings provided a
perfect counterbalance to Compo’s wild energy. Sallis’s gentle, understated
acting style made Clegg a relatable figure for viewers, often serving as the
voice of reason amid the chaos.

Sallis’s voice also became well-known beyond the show, especially from his
role as Wallace in the “Wallace and Gromit” series. His portrayal of Clegg
remains a testament to his incredible talent for subtle comedy and character
work.



Brian Wilde as Foggy Dewhurst

Brian Wilde joined the cast as Foggy Dewhurst, a former army sergeant with a
penchant for military discipline and grand plans. Foggy’s attempts to inject
order and adventure into the group’s lives often ended comically, and Wilde’s
energetic portrayal added a new dynamic to the trio.

Wilde’s timing and physical comedy were essential in making Foggy a memorable
and beloved character. His interactions with Compo and Clegg generated some
of the show’s funniest moments, highlighting the chemistry between the
actors.

Other Notable Actors and Their Roles

While Compo, Clegg, and Foggy were the central trio for much of the show’s
run, Last of the Summer Wine featured a rich supporting cast that contributed
significantly to the series’ charm and longevity.

Frank Thornton as Captain Peacock

Frank Thornton, known for his role as Captain Peacock, brought a touch of
upper-class eccentricity to the series. His character’s pompous yet endearing
nature created entertaining conflicts and friendships with the main trio.
Thornton’s distinguished acting background, including his famous role in “Are
You Being Served?”, added gravitas and humor.

Kathy Staff as Nora Batty

Kathy Staff’s portrayal of Nora Batty, the formidable and sharp-tongued
neighbor, became one of the most iconic female roles on the show. Nora’s no-
nonsense attitude and trademark wrinkled stockings made her a standout
character. Staff’s comedic timing and ability to convey warmth beneath Nora’s
stern exterior earned her a special place in viewers’ hearts.

Julian Holloway and Other Recurring Actors

The series also featured many other actors who appeared in recurring or guest
roles, enriching the tapestry of life in Holmfirth, where the show was set
and filmed. Julian Holloway, for example, played a variety of characters over
the years, showcasing the versatility required in a long-running series.

How the Actors Brought Yorkshire to Life

The actors in Last of the Summer Wine weren’t just playing fictional
characters; they were embodying the spirit of Yorkshire’s countryside and its
people. Their accents, mannerisms, and interactions felt genuine, partly
because many of the cast members were from Northern England or had strong



ties to the region.

This authenticity helped the show connect with audiences across the UK and
beyond. The actors’ ability to deliver humor rooted in everyday life, along
with their natural chemistry, made the fictional town of Holmfirth feel like
a real community viewers wanted to be part of.

The Importance of Chemistry and Timing

One of the secrets behind the show’s enduring success lies in the chemistry
among its actors. The comedic timing, subtle expressions, and unspoken
understanding between Bill Owen, Peter Sallis, and Brian Wilde, among others,
created a natural flow that made the humor feel effortless.

For aspiring actors or anyone interested in television production, observing
how the Last of the Summer Wine cast played off each other offers valuable
lessons in teamwork and character development.

The Legacy of the Actors and Their Characters

Even years after the show ended, the actors from Last of the Summer Wine
continue to be celebrated for their contributions to British comedy. Their
characters have become cultural touchstones, representing a gentler, slower-
paced era of rural life.

Bill Owen’s Compo, Peter Sallis’s Clegg, and Brian Wilde’s Foggy remain
beloved figures, inspiring new generations of viewers and comedians alike.
The show’s ability to balance humor with poignancy owes much to the actors’
dedication and nuanced performances.

Impact on British Television

The actors’ work on Last of the Summer Wine helped pave the way for other
British sitcoms that focus on character-driven humor and regional settings.
Their success demonstrated that stories about ordinary people, told with
warmth and wit, could capture wide audiences over many years.

Remembering the Cast

Sadly, many of the original actors have passed away, but their legacy
endures. Fans often revisit the series to relive the laughter and the gentle
lessons about friendship, aging, and community. Documentaries and
retrospectives celebrate the actors’ lives and careers, highlighting the
significant role they played in British entertainment history.

As you explore the world of Last of the Summer Wine and its cast, you’ll
discover a unique blend of humor, heart, and humanity that only such a
talented group of actors could bring to life. Their performances remind us
that sometimes, the simplest stories told with sincerity are the ones that
leave the most lasting impression.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who played Compo Simmonite in 'Last of the Summer
Wine'?

Bill Owen played the character Compo Simmonite in 'Last of the Summer Wine'.

Which actor portrayed Norman Clegg in the series?

Peter Sallis portrayed Norman Clegg throughout the run of 'Last of the Summer
Wine'.

Who was the actor behind the character Cyril Blamire?

Michael Bates originally played Cyril Blamire in the early series of 'Last of
the Summer Wine.'

Which actor replaced Michael Bates as the third
member of the trio after he left?

Brian Wilde replaced Michael Bates, playing Foggy Dewhurst as the third
member of the trio.

Who played the character Foggy Dewhurst in 'Last of
the Summer Wine'?

Brian Wilde primarily played Foggy Dewhurst in 'Last of the Summer Wine.'

Which actress played Nora Batty, a popular character
in the show?

Kathy Staff played the role of Nora Batty in 'Last of the Summer Wine.'

Who portrayed Wesley Pegden in the series?

Gordon Wharmby portrayed Wesley Pegden, the mechanic and scrap dealer.

Which actor joined the show as Alvin Smedley?

Brian Murphy joined the cast as Alvin Smedley later in the series.

Who played the character Truly Truelove, the local
policeman?

Frank Thornton played the character Truly Truelove in 'Last of the Summer
Wine.'

Which actor was known for playing the character



Howard Sibshaw?

Robert Fyfe played Howard Sibshaw in 'Last of the Summer Wine.'

Additional Resources
**Exploring the Actors in Last of the Summer Wine: A Legacy of British
Television**

actors in last of the summer wine have become synonymous with one of the
longest-running and most beloved British sitcoms in television history. Since
its debut in 1973, *Last of the Summer Wine* has captivated audiences with
its gentle humor, picturesque Yorkshire setting, and most notably, its
memorable cast of characters brought to life by a diverse group of actors.
This article provides a comprehensive exploration of the actors who shaped
the series, their contributions, and the enduring appeal they brought to this
iconic show.

The Ensemble Cast of Last of the Summer Wine

*Last of the Summer Wine* relied heavily on its ensemble cast to deliver its
signature blend of humor and pathos. The show’s premise—following the
misadventures of a trio of elderly men in the Yorkshire countryside—allowed
for a rotating cast, with different actors stepping into key roles across its
31 series and over 295 episodes. The diversity in casting, spanning multiple
generations and acting backgrounds, contributed to the show’s longevity and
charm.

Core Cast Members and Their Impact

At the heart of the series were the original trio whose chemistry defined the
early years of the show:

Bill Owen as Compo Simmonite: Known for his scruffy appearance and
mischievous nature, Owen’s portrayal of Compo was central to the show’s
humor. His character’s dynamic with the more uptight Clegg created a
memorable comedic contrast.

Peter Sallis as Norman Clegg: Sallis brought a subtle, reflective
quality to Clegg, balancing the slapstick elements with nuanced
delivery. His voice and mannerisms became iconic.

Michael Bates as Cyril Blamire: Although Bates was part of the original
trio for only a few years, his portrayal of the pompous, often irritable
Cyril added a distinctive flavor to the group dynamic.

These actors set the tone for the series’ exploration of friendship, aging,
and rural English life. Their performances were characterized by a
naturalistic style that avoided overacting, which resonated with audiences
seeking relatable comedy.



Evolution of the Cast Over Time

As the show progressed, the cast evolved to keep the content fresh and
relevant. Following the departures and deaths of original cast members,
producers introduced new characters and actors to maintain the trio format:

Brian Wilde as Foggy Dewhurst: Wilde’s portrayal of the ex-military
Foggy injected a new energy into the series, combining authority with
vulnerability. His multiple stints on the show made him a fan favorite.

Frank Thornton as Herbert “Truly” Truelove: Known for his previous role
in *Are You Being Served?*, Thornton’s Truly brought a refined,
sometimes pedantic character to the mix, adding layers to the group’s
interactions.

Kenny Lynch as Wesley Pegden: Introduced as a mechanic and tinkerer,
Lynch’s Wesley offered comedic subplots and became a staple supporting
character.

This adaptability in casting demonstrated the show’s commitment to balancing
familiarity with novelty. It also reflected the challenges of sustaining a
long-running series, where actor availability and audience tastes shift over
time.

Analyzing the Contribution of Key Supporting
Actors

Beyond the central trio, *Last of the Summer Wine* featured an extensive
roster of supporting actors who enriched the narrative and setting:

Memorable Recurring Characters

Thora Hird as Edie Pegden: A strong female presence, Hird’s Edie was
both a foil and a source of warmth within the community dynamic. Her
performance added depth to the show’s portrayal of small-town life.

Blake Butler as Auntie Wainwright: Butler’s characterization of the
shrewd and opportunistic shopkeeper became a highlight and provided
opportunities for clever humor.

Julian Clary as The Duke of Dales: Clary’s guest appearances brought a
flamboyant and modern touch, illustrating the show’s willingness to
experiment with guest roles.

The supporting cast often provided the narrative backbone for subplots,
allowing the main trio’s antics to be contextualized within a vibrant
community.



Impact of Casting Choices on the Show’s Reception

The selection of actors was instrumental in shaping both the tone and
reception of *Last of the Summer Wine*. Casting well-known British character
actors lent credibility and attracted viewers familiar with their previous
work. At the same time, the series also featured lesser-known talent, giving
opportunities to emerging actors.

This blend of veteran performers and fresh faces ensured a dynamic interplay
of styles, from the broad physical comedy of Bill Owen to the understated wit
of Peter Sallis. The casting strategy helped maintain a balance between
comedic slapstick and heartfelt moments, appealing to a wide demographic.

Actors’ Career Trajectories and Legacy

Many actors who appeared in *Last of the Summer Wine* had notable careers
beyond the series, and the show itself became a significant part of their
professional legacies.

Career Highlights of Principal Actors

- **Peter Sallis** had a distinguished career in radio, television, and film,
including voice work as Wallace in the *Wallace and Gromit* series. His role
as Clegg remains one of his most enduring.
- **Bill Owen** was a respected actor and songwriter, with a career spanning
several decades. His portrayal of Compo became a cultural touchstone.
- **Brian Wilde** was well known for his roles in other British comedies,
such as *Porridge*. His return to *Last of the Summer Wine* after hiatuses
demonstrated his strong connection to the series.

The Show’s Role in Promoting British Character Actors

*Last of the Summer Wine* served as a platform that celebrated and promoted
British character actors, many of whom found steady work and recognition
through the series. Its long run provided a unique space where actors could
develop their characters over years, an opportunity rare in British
television comedy.

Moreover, the show is often cited in retrospectives as a showcase of regional
British talent, contributing to the preservation and appreciation of
Yorkshire dialects and mannerisms.

Challenges and Controversies Related to the
Cast

While the actors contributed immensely to the show’s success, the series was
not without challenges related to casting:



Several original cast members passed away during the show’s run,
necessitating sensitive transitions that were sometimes met with mixed
audience reactions.

The constant rotation of the central trio occasionally led to criticisms
about a lack of continuity, with some fans preferring earlier line-ups
over later ones.

Debates occasionally arose over whether newer cast members could
replicate the chemistry of the originals, reflecting broader
conversations about long-running series’ ability to reinvent themselves.

Despite these challenges, the professionalism and dedication of the actors
involved helped maintain the series’ reputation as a staple of British
comedy.

Final Reflections on the Actors in Last of the
Summer Wine

The actors in Last of the Summer Wine collectively contributed to the series’
unique charm, blending humor, nostalgia, and authentic portrayals of English
rural life. Their performances offered more than just comedy—they provided a
window into the complexities of aging, friendship, and community.

Through the evolving cast, the show managed to remain relevant across four
decades, a testament to the actors’ skill and the production’s thoughtful
casting choices. The legacy of these actors continues to resonate, affirming
*Last of the Summer Wine* as a cornerstone of British television history.

Actors In Last Of The Summer Wine

  actors in last of the summer wine: Last of the Summer Quiz - 1001 Last of the Summer
Wine Quiz Questions Alex Armitage, 2024-12-30 Do you consider yourself to be a Last of the
Summer Wine superfan? Are you a fan of the charming Yorkshire set sitcom? Then why not take the
ultimate Last of the Summer Wine trivia challenge? Here are a mammoth 1001 quiz questions all
about the world's longest running sitcom. This book is sure to test even the most devoted Summer
Wine scholar and fan!
  actors in last of the summer wine: 1000 Last of the Summer Wine Facts Ben Wharton,
2023-12-29 With its gentle humour, bumbling escapades, and endearing charm, Last of the Summer
Wine became a cultural phenomenon around the globe. Step into the picturesque Yorkshire
countryside and prepare for a delightful exploration of this long-running and iconic sitcom. This
book is a treasure trove of fascinating trivia about the show that captured the hearts of millions. So
grab a cup of tea and a sticky bun, sit back, and immerse yourself in 1000 facts all about one of
television's most beloved shows.
  actors in last of the summer wine: Last of the Summer Wine Andrew Vine, 2010-09-25 An
insider’s look at story behind the longest running situation comedy in British television history. Quite
simply, Last of the Summer Wine is the longest-running comedy programme in the world. It
premiered thirty-seven years ago, in 1973, and, after thirty-one series it finally came to an end—even

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-177/actors-in-last-of-the-summer-wine.pdf


though all its original protagonists—Compo, Foggy, even Nora Batty—are now dead. Remarkably, for
a series of such longevity and international appeal, it is all about elderly people, has little action or
plot, and is set and filmed in and around the small Yorkshire town of Holmfirth. Now, Andrew Vine,
the deputy editor of Yorkshire’s daily newspaper, has written the definitive history of this television
phenomenon. It covers the show’s inauspicious beginnings, with low ratings, its endless reinvention
as participants like Bill Owen, Michael Bates, Brian Wilde and Kathy Staff retired or died, the
appearance of a string of guest stars from John Cleese and Norman Wisdom to Thora Hird and Russ
Abbott (both of whom soon found themselves fixtures in the cast), and the ingenious plot
contrivances as the protagonists became too old and frail to attempt any of the slapstick stunts with
runaway prams—indeed any outdoor action. The town of Holmfirth is now a year-round tourist
attraction, and the endless availability of the show via streaming, ensures that Last of the Summer
Wine, and the book it inspired, will live on for generations of fans.
  actors in last of the summer wine: Best of the Britcoms Garry Berman, 2011 This book
covers the most noteworthy situation comedies ever to cross the pond. Each entry has a show
summary and descriptions of standout episodes and behind-the-scenes details. This revised edition
contains 7 new chapters on programs that have aired in the U.S. since the original edition and
includes the later developments of older series' storylines and detailed information on specials and
cast reunions!
  actors in last of the summer wine: Britcoms: The 90 Greatest British Sitcoms of All
Time Claudia Morgan, British sitcoms have long been celebrated for their wit, charm, and ability to
capture the quirks of everyday life. In Britcoms: The 90 Greatest British Sitcoms of All Time, you'll
embark on a journey through the golden moments of British television comedy, exploring the shows
that have made us laugh, think, and sometimes even cry. This book is a comprehensive guide to the
finest British sitcoms, from the timeless hilarity of Fawlty Towers and the sharp satire of Yes,
Minister to the quirky brilliance of The IT Crowd and the suburban antics of Gavin & Stacey. Each
chapter is dedicated to a single sitcom, offering an in-depth look at its creation, cultural impact, and
the memorable characters that have become beloved household names. Whether you grew up with
the classic charm of Dad's Army, found yourself relating to the struggles of The Office, or were
captivated by the irreverent humor of Blackadder, this book covers it all. It’s a must-have for fans of
British comedy. With Britcoms, you'll revisit the unforgettable moments and unforgettable lines that
have made British sitcoms a treasured part of global entertainment. Perfect for both seasoned fans
and those new to the genre, this book will have you laughing along as you rediscover the genius of
British television comedy at its very best.
  actors in last of the summer wine: Acting on Television Colin Bennett, 2009 Deals with
acting on television, in the movies, in studios, on location and in commercials. This book tells you
things you need to know about bluffing your way onto the set as a professional actor.
  actors in last of the summer wine: Magnet Memories - The Story of a Secret Series
1977-1987 Nick Goodman, Jo Bunsell, 2018-03-24 The TV series that was never made and that
youÕve never heard of celebrates its 40th year with an exhaustive retrospective guide! Growing
from a child's game, the bizarrely-titled The Magnet Editor ran for ten years and a breathtaking 47
series. In bringing the series to life, Nick Goodman drew from 70s pop culture including Doctor Who
and The New Avengers, and shared it only with his bewildered mother and childhood friends. Jo
Bunsell was one such friend and soon the pair would be transported into a shared universe of
preposterous Ð and badly designed Ð monsters and non-stop adventure with their extraordinary and
strangely-named hero, Cabin Relese. Goodman and Bunsell open up their archive of materials and
memories, and take you on a roller-coaster ride into their world! Magnet Memories is an episode
guide, a frank, critical, incredulous and nostalgic reflection, a snapshot of childhood in the 70s and
80s... and it's possibly the most wonderfully bonkers cult TV book ever published!
  actors in last of the summer wine: Television Comedy and Femininity Rosie White,
2018-11-30 Can comedy on television harbour elements of gender transgression or subversion? If a
man is permitted to be 'funny peculiar' – playing the underdog or misfit – does a woman seem



stranger in his place? Mapping examples from British and American comedy television over the past
60 years, from I Love Lucy to The Big Bang Theory and Smack the Pony to Waiting For God, this
book asks: are particular forms of television comedy gendered in specific ways? Paying attention to
series which have not been addressed in academic work, as well as more established shows, White
offers fresh insights for the fields of television studies, gender and women's studies, cultural history
and comedy.
  actors in last of the summer wine: Ealing Revisited Mark Duguid, Lee Freeman, Keith
Johnston, Melanie Williams, 2012-10-31 Ealing Revisited provides a major reappraisal of one of
British cinema's best-loved institutions, Ealing Studios. During its heyday, Ealing produced a string
of classic comedies, including Kind Hearts and Coronets (1949), The Lavender Hill Mob (1951) and
The Ladykillers (1955), but there is much more to Ealing than these films, as this volume of new
writing on the studio shows. Addressing both known and less familiar aspects of Ealing's story, its
films, actors and technicians, the contributors uncover what has gone unexplored, or unspoken, in
previous histories of the studio, and consider the impact that Ealing has had on British cultural life
from the 1930s to the present. Listed in the Independent on Sunday's Cinema books of 2012
http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/books/reviews/ios-books-of-the-year-2012-cinema-
8373713.html
  actors in last of the summer wine: Faces of Labour Andy McSmith, 1996 McSmith focuses on
key individuals in the party whose careers cast a complex story into sharp relief. His choice of
subjects is deliberately eclectic. It includes portraits of politicians like Peter Mandelson, Clare Short,
David Blunkett, John Prescott and Tony Blair, who will play a leading role in any Labour government.
  actors in last of the summer wine: British Horror Films That Time Forgot Thomas Baxter,
2024-11-05 Have you ever watched Unmasked Part 25? Xtro II? How about Screamtime or
Bloodstream? Have you ever sat through The House That Vanished or Persecution? What about
Sleepwalker or The Shout? In this book we will shine a light on some of the lesser viewed or more
forgotten films in the history of the British horror industry. Vampire motorcycles, devil dolls, killer
chimps, escaped lunatics, lighthouse horrors, troglodytes in caves, Satanic sacrifice in an antiques
shop, demon babies who don't want to be born, teleportation shenanigans cursed by a fly, frozen
Nazis, video nasties, zombies in Cornwall, louche vampire cults, necrophile killers, human/plant
hybrid horrors, dream demons, murderous Punch & Judy men, killer garden gnomes, outer space
terror, murderous priests, mansion mysteries, woodland secrets, ghosts, Christmas splatter fests,
babysitters in peril. All this and much more awaits in the British Horror Films That Time Forgot...
  actors in last of the summer wine: How To Write For Television 7th Edition William
Smethurst, 2016-02-18 This book provides professional tips and techniques for those wishing to
break into writing for TV whether it's a soap, series drama, or situation comedy. It covers all aspects
of script writing such as structure, plotting, characterization and dialogue and is packed with advice
on presenting and selling scripts. It also includes a chapter specifically on writing for radio.
  actors in last of the summer wine: Using Stories to Teach Maths Ages 9 to 11 Steve Way,
Simon Hickton, 2013-02-27 Make the teaching of Maths a more exciting and creative
cross-curricular experience! This new series provides original and fun stories, sketches and poems
to use as the basis for teaching objectives from the Mathematics Programme of Study. The stories
are supported by differentiated lesson plans and original resources such as card games and
suggestions for kinaesthetic activities. Ages 9-11 stories include: Sneaky Circles, Hank Bullman
rides into Certain City, Space Chase, Mediaevel Mode, Metric Measures Poem, Ratio Poem. The
stories have been road-tested in schools and the children thoroughly enjoyed them!
  actors in last of the summer wine: Focus On: 100 Most Popular English Male Comedians
Wikipedia contributors,
  actors in last of the summer wine: Television's Strangest Moments Quentin Falk, Ben
Falk, 2014-02-25 Ever since John Logie Baird first publicly demonstrated this now all-pervasive
medium in his small Soho laboratory, the history of television has been littered with remarkable but
true tales of the unexpected. Ranging from bizarre stories of actors’ shenanigans to strange but true



executive and marketing decisions, and covering over one hundred shows, series and episodes from
both behind and in front of the camera in British and American television studios, 'Television's
Strangest Moments' is the ultimate tome of TV trivia. Why did the quintessential English sleuth The
Saint drive a Swedish car? What happened when Michael Aspel met Nora Batty on the set of the
1960s drama-documentary 'The War Game'? Why is the Halloween chiller 'Ghostwatch' still
unofficially banned by the BBC? From live TV suicide to Ricky Martin's disastrous candid
camera-style episode involving a young female fan and several cans of dog food, 'Television's
Strangest Moments' will keep you hooked when there's nothing worth watching on the box.
  actors in last of the summer wine: Joan Littlewood: Dreams and Realities Peter Rankin,
2014-10-30 The Official Biography by Peter Rankin ‘My only gift is to grow a show,’ said Joan
Littlewood, annoyed by what she had not achieved. Even so, her ability to do just that put her and
her company, Theatre Workshop, head and shoulders above mid twentieth-century theatre. In the
year when she would have been a hundred, which includes three revivals and a commemorative
stamp, Peter Rankin, who worked with Joan for 38 years and in whose flat she died, takes the papers
she left him and goes back to the beginning. As she told him: ‘You know me better than I know
myself.’ Drawing on Littlewood's personal archive, Joan Littlewood: Dreams and Realities observes
at close hand one of the most influential theatre makers of the twentieth century. 'the most
galvanising director in mid-20th century Britain.’ Peter Brook 'one of two undoubted geniuses of the
post-war British theatre, the other being Peter Brook.’ Sir Peter Hall 'Joan Littlewood brought
theatre to the people of east London and revolutionised the international theatre landscape with her
bold and powerful productions. She was an inspiration to many and it’s important that we recognise
the significance of her work...’ Kerry Michael, Artistic Director, Theatre Royal Stratford East
  actors in last of the summer wine: Disney's British Gentleman Nathan Morley, 2021-04-30
'A wonderful account of a life filled with far more ups and downs than its subject's languid
demeanour ever suggested.' -Miles Jupp Even if the name doesn't ring a bell, you'd recognise David
Tomlinson's face – genial and continually perplexed, he was Mr Banks in Mary Poppins, Professor
Browne in Bedknobs and Broomsticks and Peter Thorndyke in The Love Bug. To many, he's the
epitome of post-war British comedy. But at times his life was more tragedy than comedy. A
distinguished RAF pilot in the Second World War, his first marriage was to end in horrific tragedy
and his next romance ended with his lover marrying the founder of the American Nazi Party. He did
find love and security in his second marriage, but drama still played its part in his life – from the
uncovering of an earthshattering family secret to the fight for an autism diagnosis for his son, up
against the titans of the British medical establishment. Tomlinson may have died over twenty years
ago, but his star continues to shine. In Disney's British Gentleman, Nathan Morley reveals the
remarkable story of one of Disney's most beloved icons for the very first time.
  actors in last of the summer wine: Moorlands of England and Wales Ian G Simmons,
2019-08-07 The huge expanse of the moor -- The millennia of the hunter-gatherers -- The millennia of
an agriculturalist economy -- Into an industrial economy -- Vegetation management and nature
conservation -- More detailed histories -- Representations from the imaginations -- 'Too far for you to
see'.
  actors in last of the summer wine: Transgressing Later Life Sexualities in British
Sitcoms Franziska Röber, 2025-07-24 Based on close readings of three major sitcoms, this book
unpacks how sitcoms understand later life sexualities and focusses on how they represent sexually
active older adults. Focusing on three representative sitcoms - Waiting for God, The Old Guys and
Vicious - it demonstrates the ways in which sitcoms specifically enable and restrict representations
of later life sexualities. Tracing how transgressive portrayals of sexually active older adults are
couched in comedic terms, it opens up new critical perspectives on later life sexualities that will
critically inform public debates and academic research � in Britain and beyond.
  actors in last of the summer wine: Hope and Glory Stuart Maconie, 2012-05-10 In Hope and
Glory Stuart Maconie goes in search of the days that shaped the Britain we live in today. Taking one
event from each decade of the 20th century, he visits the places where history happened and still



echoes down the years. Stuart goes to Orgreave and Windsor, Wembley and Wootton Bassett,
assembling a unique cast of Britons from Sir Edmund Hillary to Sid Vicious along the way. It’s quite
a trip, full of sex and violence and the occasional scone and jigsaw. From pop stars to politicians,
Suffragettes to punks, this is a journey around Britain in search of who we are.
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