
the relationship between certainty and doubt
The Delicate Dance: Exploring the Relationship Between Certainty and Doubt

the relationship between certainty and doubt is a fascinating and deeply human experience that
shapes how we make decisions, form beliefs, and navigate the complexities of life. At first glance,
certainty and doubt might seem like opposing forces—certainty offering security and clarity, doubt
inviting hesitation and questioning. Yet, their interplay is far more nuanced, revealing insights about
knowledge, growth, and even creativity. Understanding this dynamic can help us better manage our
thoughts, embrace uncertainty, and make more informed choices.

Understanding Certainty: What Does It Really Mean?

Certainty is often described as a firm conviction or absolute confidence in a belief or outcome. It
provides a sense of stability and predictability, which our minds naturally crave, especially in an
unpredictable world. From a psychological perspective, certainty reduces cognitive load by
minimizing the number of variables we need to consider. When we are certain, we feel grounded,
less anxious, and more capable of acting decisively.

The Psychological Comfort of Certainty

Our brains are wired to seek patterns and avoid ambiguity. Certainty offers a mental shortcut,
allowing us to conserve energy by not constantly questioning every detail. This comfort is why
people often cling to their beliefs, even in the face of contradictory evidence. Certainty fosters a
sense of identity, belonging, and control—elements crucial for mental well-being.

When Certainty Becomes a Pitfall

However, an excess of certainty can lead to closed-mindedness, dogmatism, and resistance to new
information. Overconfidence, fueled by unwarranted certainty, may result in poor decisions or
missed opportunities for growth. It's essential to recognize that absolute certainty is often an
illusion, especially in complex or evolving situations.

The Role of Doubt: More Than Just Hesitation

Doubt is commonly perceived as a negative feeling—a barrier to action or a source of anxiety. Yet,
doubt plays a crucial role in critical thinking and self-reflection. It acts as a catalyst for questioning
assumptions, examining evidence, and ultimately refining our understanding of the world.



Doubt as a Tool for Intellectual Growth

When we embrace doubt, we open ourselves to learning and adaptation. Doubt encourages curiosity
and skepticism, which are fundamental to scientific inquiry and philosophical exploration. It protects
us from blind acceptance and helps prevent errors stemming from unquestioned beliefs.

Managing Doubt Without Being Paralyzed

While doubt can be productive, excessive or chronic doubt may lead to indecisiveness and anxiety.
Finding a balance is key: using doubt to inform decisions rather than hinder them. Techniques such
as mindfulness, structured problem-solving, and seeking diverse perspectives can help manage
doubt constructively.

The Interplay Between Certainty and Doubt

Rather than viewing certainty and doubt as mutually exclusive states, it’s more accurate to see them
as points along a spectrum that interact dynamically. This interplay shapes how we perceive
knowledge and truth.

Certainty Grounded in Healthy Doubt

Healthy doubt can enhance certainty by prompting us to verify facts and challenge biases before
reaching conclusions. When certainty arises from careful scrutiny, it becomes more resilient and
justified. This process is central to scientific methods, where hypotheses are tested repeatedly
before accepted as reliable knowledge.

Doubt Emerging from Overconfidence

Conversely, when certainty is shaken—perhaps by new evidence or unexpected outcomes—doubt
naturally emerges. This doubt can be uncomfortable but often serves as a necessary checkpoint,
encouraging reassessment and growth.

Practical Insights: Navigating Life With Both Certainty
and Doubt

Understanding the relationship between certainty and doubt can improve decision-making,
relationships, and personal development.



Embrace Uncertainty: Accept that some level of doubt is inevitable and even beneficial. This
mindset reduces anxiety and opens the door to learning.

Use Doubt as a Checkpoint: When feeling overly certain, pause to consider alternative
viewpoints or evidence. This habit prevents errors caused by tunnel vision.

Build Confidence Through Evidence: Strengthen your certainty by gathering reliable
information and reflecting on past experiences.

Balance Action and Reflection: Recognize when doubt signals the need for more
information versus when it becomes an obstacle to decision-making.

Communicate Openness: In relationships and teamwork, expressing doubt can foster trust
and collaboration by showing willingness to consider others’ ideas.

The Philosophical and Everyday Implications

Throughout history, philosophers have debated the nature of certainty and doubt. René Descartes
famously used systematic doubt as a foundation for establishing certain knowledge, illustrating how
doubt can lead to deeper certainty. In daily life, this relationship plays out in everything from
personal beliefs to professional judgments.

Certainty, Doubt, and Emotional Intelligence

Emotional intelligence involves recognizing and managing our feelings, including the tension
between certainty and doubt. Developing emotional resilience helps us tolerate ambiguity and make
balanced decisions even when outcomes are uncertain.

Creativity and Innovation: Born From Doubt

Many breakthroughs stem from questioning the status quo—an act of doubt that challenges existing
certainties. This creative tension drives innovation, encouraging us to explore new possibilities
rather than settling for easy answers.

The relationship between certainty and doubt is not a battle to be won but a dance to be embraced.
By appreciating how they complement and inform each other, we can cultivate a mindset that is both
confident and curious, stable yet adaptable. This balance enriches our understanding, empowers our
choices, and ultimately leads to a more thoughtful and fulfilling life.



Frequently Asked Questions

How do certainty and doubt influence decision-making
processes?
Certainty often leads to decisive actions and confidence in choices, while doubt encourages critical
thinking and re-evaluation, potentially leading to more informed and cautious decisions.

Can doubt be beneficial in developing certainty?
Yes, doubt can be beneficial as it drives inquiry, reflection, and the testing of assumptions,
ultimately helping to build a more robust and justified sense of certainty.

What psychological effects do certainty and doubt have on
individuals?
Certainty can increase confidence and reduce anxiety, whereas doubt may cause stress but also
promote open-mindedness and adaptability to new information.

How does the balance between certainty and doubt impact
scientific progress?
A healthy balance allows scientists to remain confident in established knowledge while remaining
open to questioning and revising theories, which is essential for innovation and discovery.

In what ways do cultural attitudes toward certainty and doubt
vary globally?
Some cultures value certainty and clear answers, promoting decisiveness and structure, while others
embrace doubt and ambiguity, encouraging exploration and tolerance of multiple perspectives.

Additional Resources
The Complex Dynamics: Exploring the Relationship Between Certainty and Doubt

the relationship between certainty and doubt is a nuanced interplay that permeates human
cognition, decision-making, and philosophical inquiry. While certainty connotes confidence and
assurance, doubt introduces skepticism and hesitation. Understanding how these opposing yet
interconnected states influence each other provides valuable insights into psychology, epistemology,
and even everyday problem-solving.

Unpacking Certainty and Doubt: Definitions and



Contexts

Certainty typically refers to a firm conviction or the state of being free from doubt. It implies a level
of confidence grounded in evidence, experience, or belief. Doubt, on the other hand, represents
uncertainty or hesitation about the truth or validity of a proposition. Both certainty and doubt exist
on a spectrum rather than as binary opposites, and their dynamics can vary depending on context.

In scientific research, for example, certainty is rarely absolute; hypotheses are tested and re-
evaluated, with doubt serving as a catalyst for deeper inquiry. Conversely, in personal beliefs or
ideological convictions, certainty may become rigid, and doubt can be perceived as a threat.

The Psychological Interplay Between Certainty and
Doubt

Psychologically, the relationship between certainty and doubt plays a critical role in cognitive
processes and emotional well-being. Cognitive scientists suggest that humans have a natural desire
for certainty, as it reduces anxiety and facilitates decision-making. However, complete certainty is
often unattainable, and doubt serves as an adaptive mechanism that encourages critical thinking and
learning.

Certainty Bias and Its Implications

One relevant phenomenon is certainty bias, where individuals overestimate their knowledge or
confidence in judgments. This bias can lead to errors in reasoning and closed-mindedness. Doubt
can counteract certainty bias by fostering openness and promoting the consideration of alternative
perspectives.

Doubt as a Driver of Intellectual Growth

Doubt challenges assumptions, prompting individuals to re-examine evidence and refine their
understanding. Historical figures such as René Descartes famously employed methodological doubt
as a foundation for building knowledge. In educational settings, encouraging healthy doubt can
enhance critical thinking skills and creativity.

Philosophical Perspectives on Certainty and Doubt

Philosophy has long grappled with the relationship between certainty and doubt, particularly within
epistemology—the study of knowledge. Philosophers debate the extent to which certain knowledge is
possible and how doubt influences belief systems.



Cartesian Skepticism

Descartes’ philosophical method begins with radical doubt, systematically questioning everything
that can be doubted to arrive at indubitable truths. This approach underscores the constructive role
of doubt in establishing certainty.

Pragmatism and the Fluidity of Certainty

Pragmatist philosophers argue that certainty is often provisional and context-dependent. From this
perspective, doubt is not an obstacle but an essential part of adapting beliefs to new experiences and
evidence.

Certainty vs. Doubt in Decision-Making and Risk
Assessment

In practical domains such as business, medicine, and policy-making, balancing certainty and doubt is
crucial. Overconfidence can lead to risky decisions, while excessive doubt may cause paralysis and
missed opportunities.

Pros of Certainty: Enables decisive action, builds trust, and simplifies complex choices.

Cons of Certainty: Risks overconfidence, ignores alternative viewpoints, and may result in
confirmation bias.

Pros of Doubt: Encourages thorough analysis, prevents premature conclusions, and fosters
adaptability.

Cons of Doubt: Can cause indecision, increase anxiety, and undermine confidence.

Effective decision-makers often cultivate a calibrated balance between certainty and doubt,
leveraging data and intuition while remaining open to new information.

How Technology and Information Access Impact
Certainty and Doubt

In the digital age, the abundance of information has transformed how certainty and doubt manifest.
Easy access to vast data can increase confidence in some areas but also fuel doubt due to conflicting
sources and misinformation.



The Role of Algorithmic Filters

Personalized algorithms may reinforce certainty by filtering information that aligns with existing
beliefs, leading to echo chambers. This phenomenon reduces exposure to doubt-inducing
perspectives, potentially deepening polarization.

Information Overload and Decision Fatigue

Conversely, the sheer volume of available data can overwhelm individuals, amplifying doubt and
making it difficult to discern credible information. This complexity necessitates improved media
literacy and critical evaluation skills.

The Interdependence of Certainty and Doubt in
Personal Growth

On an individual level, embracing the dynamic tension between certainty and doubt can promote
self-awareness and resilience. Certainty provides a foundation for confidence and identity, while
doubt encourages humility and openness to change.

Psychological studies suggest that those who tolerate uncertainty tend to exhibit greater
psychological flexibility and adaptability in the face of life’s challenges. Cultivating this balance can
lead to more nuanced perspectives and better interpersonal relationships.

The relationship between certainty and doubt reveals itself as a fundamental aspect of human
experience. Far from being mere opposites, these forces coexist in a complex dialogue that shapes
knowledge, behavior, and growth. Recognizing and navigating this interplay equips individuals and
societies alike to make more informed, reflective, and adaptive choices in an ever-changing world.

The Relationship Between Certainty And Doubt

  the relationship between certainty and doubt: Discreteness, Continuity, &
Consciousness Alan M. Laibelman, 2007 This volume is the third in elaboration of a self-consistent
and comprehensive philosophical system comprising the areas of metaphysics (volume one), ethics
(volume two), and epistemology (volume three). Consciousness is conceived as the principal
transcendental agency bringing all of manifestation into existence. The current work focuses on
methods of cognition: sensory representations, ratiocination, intuition, mystical revelation, and the
parapsychological skills pertaining to telepathy, clairvoyance, and precognition. The discipline of
psychophysics is conceived as the unifier for all modalities. There is developed both a qualitative and
a quantitative mechanism for gaining knowledge. Knowledge accumulation was proposed in volume
two to be the ethical goal of all lifeforms. The purpose toward which that goal is placed in service is
in resolution of the metaphysical crisis detailed in volume one.
  the relationship between certainty and doubt: Jewish Philosophy for the Twenty-First

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-176/the-relationship-between-certainty-and-doubt.pdf


Century Hava Tirosh-Samuelson, Aaron W. Hughes, 2014-08-21 Jewish Philosophy for the
Twenty-First Century encourages contemporary Jewish thinkers to reflect on the meaning of Judaism
in the modern world by connecting these reflections to their own personal biographies. In so doing,
it reveals the complexity of Jewish thought in the present moment. The contributors reflect on a
range of political, social, ethical, and educational challenges that face Jews and Judaism today and
chart a path for the future. The results showcase how Jewish philosophy encompasses the
methodologies and concerns of other fields such as political theory, intellectual history, theology,
religious studies, anthropology, education, comparative literature, and cultural studies. By
presenting how Jewish thinkers address contemporary challenges of Jewish existence, the volume
makes a valuable contribution to the humanities as a whole, especially at a time when the
humanities are increasingly under duress for being irrelevant.
  the relationship between certainty and doubt: Virginia Woolf, Europe, and Peace Peter
Adkins, Derek Ryan, 2020-07-09 This volume asks how Woolf conceptualized peace by exploring
various experimental forms she created in response to violence and crisis. Across fifteen chapters
written by an international array of scholars, this book draws out theoretical dimensions of Woolf’s
aesthetics and deepens our understanding of her writing about war, ethics, feminism and European
culture.
  the relationship between certainty and doubt: CliffsNotes AP English Language and
Composition, 5th Edition Barbara V. Swovelin, 2019 Your complete guide to a higher score on the AP
English Language and Composition Exam --
  the relationship between certainty and doubt: Flawed Innocence H.M. Hyra, 2021-03-16
Flawed Innocence presents the nine components needed for a person of the Christian faith to begin
to understand what religious people call divine providence. In particular, being a Roman Catholic,
the perspective uses as a base the tenets of the Catholic faith. The nine components are set in the
framework of an arc. I call this the Arc of Existence. Divine Providence is what the faithful refer to
as the will of God.Each component is presented as a chapter of the book. Each chapter presents
information dealing with the premise. Each chapter has an editorial section where common concerns
are discussed. Also, there will be a section entitled Crisis Corner where important information is
discussed pertinent to contemporary times.The book begins with the fundamentals of the Catholic
Church needed to comprehend the nine components that will follow. After the introduction the text
begins with the beginning of the universe and God's transcendent presence. Of course, the use of
scripture, sacred tradition, the Magisterium and the real world experiences of prominent people are
instrumental in the accomplishment of our task.The Human Condition is discussed in terms of man's
fallen nature. It is stressed that because of original sin, humans are suspect in their efforts to lead
people to their proper end. Reasons/Faith/Revelation is the chapter concerning the ability of man
(women) to digest to some degree the immensity of God. The chapter of Culture and Society
discusses the fundamental elements common to all societies past and present.Chapter 5 begins the
exploration of God in relationship to the importance of the universe and the earth in the plan of God.
There is a profile of Jesus being both human and divine. His mother Mary plays a prominent role in
all of Catholic teachings. In chapter 7 the Catholic Church is discussed as the instrument God has
used to further His will in a real world where Satan exists. It is Satan and his followers that must be
overcome before human existence becomes the holy perspective that God demands. Finally, in the
last chapter there is a view of eternity, from the Particular Judgment to the end times. This is when
human existence reaches the pinnacle of possibility which the faithful refer to as heaven.
  the relationship between certainty and doubt: Structural-Functional Studies in English
Grammar Mike Hannay, Gerard J. Steen, 2007-03-29 This collection presents a number of studies in
the lexico-grammar of English which focus on the one hand on close reading of language in context
and on the other hand on current functional theoretical concerns. The various contributions
represent distinct functionalist models of language, including Functional Grammar and Functional
Discourse Grammar, Systemic-Functional Grammar, Role and Reference Grammar, Cognitive
Grammar and Construction Grammar. Taken together, however, they typify current work being



conducted from the grammatical perspective within the functionalist enterprise, emphasizing on the
relation between structure and usage. A fundamental goal of the enterprise is to identify linguistic
structures which are constrained by specific features of use, or which actually encode specific
features of use, as many of the contributions here show.
  the relationship between certainty and doubt: Understanding Culture Gavin Kendall, Gary
Wickham, 2001-05-25 Understanding Culture offers an accessible and comprehensive overview of
the field of cultural studies whilst also proposing a different way of `doing' cultural studies. It
focuses on the ways in which cultural objects and practices serve as both a means of ordering
people's lives and as markers of that ordering. The book reviews the state of the discipline of
cultural studies and suggests a new theoretical and methodological orientation drawing on the work
of: Foucault; scepticism, Wittgenstein; Harvey Sacks and John Law; uses insights from a variety of
sources to examine the complex ways in which meanings are manufactured as lives are ordered in
particular social settings: personal life, education, health, the city and law; and pre
  the relationship between certainty and doubt: Markets, Managers and Theory in
Education John Halliday, 2018-05-11 Originally published in 1990. This book is concerned with the
logic of the relationship between educational theory and practice. It is a fundamental examination of
three ideas: Vocationalism - the idea that the central purpose of education is to prepare people for
work. Managerialism - the idea that this preparation can be managed by those not intimately
concerned with the practice of teaching. Consumerism - the idea that education should be led by the
demands of the ‘market’. Halliday argues that promoters of these ideas share a mistaken belief in
the value of pursuing a supposed ideal of objective precision in education. He traces the theoretical
origins of this ideal and its practical consequences. In particular, he argues that educational
development is likely to remain ossified within a particular theoretical framework, unless competing
developments are allowed to flourish alongside one another. He concludes by outlining the ways in
which this competition might be managed.
  the relationship between certainty and doubt: In-Between God Stephen Pickard, 2011-12-28
In-Between God explores three important areas for contemporary Christianity: theology, community
and discipleship. Part One inquires into the rhythms of faith as it interacts with themes of
uncertainty and doubt, the nature of theological discourse, the task of systematic theology,
evangelism and the various ways in which theology is done. Part Two discusses the importance of
place in relation to the church, and themes of innovation, undecideability and new forms of monastic
community. Part Three addresses themes in discipleship: simplicity, mysticism, the passions and
pilgrimage. A red thread connecting these essays is the character of the triune God who is the
energy and life in between all things.
  the relationship between certainty and doubt: Routledge Library Editions: Education
Management Various, 2021-07-29 Reissuing works originally published between 1975 and 1997,
this collection includes books covering all aspect of managing schools, from primary to further
education. With an international selection of authors, some volumes present case studies while
others address wider areas of concern in the management of educational institutions. Individual
volumes concern special schools and specific types such as the grant-maintained system in the UK.
Topics cross over from finance to staff development to politics and governance to innovation. This is
an excellent varied set for any education management bookshelf.
  the relationship between certainty and doubt: Christian Realism and the Revival of Public
Theology Charles McDaniel, 2025-09-26 Christian Realism and the Revival of Public Theology
analyzes Reinhold Niebuhr’s The Children of Light and the Children of Darkness 80 years after
publication and argues that it provides pertinent lessons for the contemporary era. This book
considers how Niebuhr’s book—as well as his other work—remains relevant and retains insights for
an America which seems increasingly to be losing its moral bearings and political courage. The
author examines the roots of political polarization in Niebuhr’s categories of the children of light and
the children of darkness, finding it a more useful binary than liberalism vs. conservatism for
understanding America’s culture wars and the growing sense that its political institutions are in



terminal decay. This book seeks to show how public theology offers resources to foster democratic
and moral renewal. It concludes by calling for a reinvigorated civil religion to promote unity rather
than division. This book will appeal to scholars of American politics, Christian ethics, Christian
Realism, public theology, and American religious history as well as historians of American
Christianity.
  the relationship between certainty and doubt: Augustine and Modernity Michael Hanby,
2003 Augustine and Modernity is a fresh and challenging addition to current debates about the
Augustinian origins of modern subjectivity and the Christian genesis of Western nihilism. It firmly
rejects the dominant modern view that the modern Cartesian subject, as an archetype of Western
nihilism, originates in Augustine's thought. Arguing that most contemporary interpretations
misrepresent the complex philosophical relationship between Augustine and modern philosophy,
particularly with regard to the work of Descartes, the book examines the much overlooked
contribution of Stoicism to the genealogy of modernity, producing a scathing riposte to
commonly-held versions of the 'continuity thesis'. Michael Hanby identifies the modern concept of
will that emerges in Descartes' work as the product of a notion of self more proper to Stoic theories
of immanence than to Augustine's own rigorous understandings of the Trinity, creation, self and will.
Though Augustine's encounter with Stoicism ultimately resulted in much of his teaching being
transferred to Descartes and other modern thinkers in an adulterated form, Hanby draws critical
attention to Augustine's own disillusionment with Stoicism and his interrogation of Stoic philosophy
in the name of Christ and the Trinity. Representing a new school of theology willing to engage
critically with other disciplines and to challenge their authority, Augustine and Modernity offers a
comprehensive new interpretation of De Trinitate and of Augustinian concepts of will and soul.
Revealing how much of what is now thought of as 'Augustinian' in fact has its genealogy in Stoic
asceticism, it interprets the modern nihilistic Cartesian subject not as a logical consequence of a
true Christian Trinitarian theology, but rather of its perversion and abandonment.
  the relationship between certainty and doubt: Religious Education , 1926 Available on
microfilm from University Microfilms.
  the relationship between certainty and doubt: Doubting M.D. Roth, G. Ross, 2012-12-06
During the summer of 1986 one of the co-editors was a fellow at the Summer Institute in
Epistemology held at the University of Colorado in Boulder. It was there that the idea for this volume
was born. It was clear from the discussions taking place at the i Institute that works such as Robert
Nozick's Philosophical Explanations and Barry 2 Stroud's The Significance of Philosophical
Scepticism were beginning to have an impact and it was also clear that the debate over the issues
surrounding skepticism had not gone away nor were they about to go away. Thinking that a new
crop might be ready for harvest, the co-editors sent out a letter of inquiry to a long list of potential
contributors. The letter elicited an overwhelmingly positive response to our inquiry from
philosophers who were either writing something on skepticism at the time or who were willing to
write something specifically for our volume. Still others told us that they had recently written
something and if we were to consider previously published manuscripts they would permit us to
consider their already published work. Out of all this material, the co-editors have put together the
present collection. We believe that this anthology is not only suitable for graduate seminars but for
advanced undergraduate classes as well.
  the relationship between certainty and doubt: Re-Grounding Cosmopolitanism Tamara
Caraus, Elena Paris, 2015-11-19 Leading experts and rising stars in the field explore whether
cosmopolitanism becomes impossible in the theoretical framework that assumed the absence of a
final ground. The questions that the volume addresses refer exactly to the foundational predicament
that characterizes cosmopolitanism: How is it possible to think cosmopolitanism after the critique of
foundations? Can cosmopolitanism be conceived without an ‘ultimate’ ground? Can we construct
theories of cosmopolitanism without some certainties about the entire world or about the cosmos?
Should we continue to look for foundations of cosmopolitan rights, norms and values? Alternatively,
should we aim towards cosmopolitanism without foundations or towards cosmopolitanism with



‘contingent foundations’? Could cosmopolitanism be the very attempt to come to terms with the
failure of ultimate grounds? Written accessibly and contributing to key debates on political
philosophy, and social and political thought, this volume advances the concept of post-foundational
cosmopolitanism by bridging the polarised approaches to the concept.
  the relationship between certainty and doubt: Richard Hooker, the Rule of Faith, and
the Rise of Religious Evidentialism Nigel Voak, 2025-03-10 Nigel Voak examines the genesis and
evolution of religious evidentialism in England from 1585 to 1700, a deeply influential epistemology
which claims that religious beliefs are only justified to the extent that we have evidence to
substantiate them, and that we have an obligation to proportion our assent to the strength of our
evidence. Given the propositions of faith lack the evidentness of objects of scientific knowledge,
absolutely certain assent to such beliefs is therefore epistemically unjustifiable. This epistemology,
which breaks with the previous Christian tradition, is classically formulated in John Locke's An Essay
concerning Human Understanding (first edition 1690). This study argues that this epistemology of
belief can be traced back to the English theologian Richard Hooker (1554–1600), whose thought was
then developed over the course of the seventeenth-century Rule of Faith Controversy, which acted
as the crucible for these new ideas on faith, evidence and certainty. Voak shows that the key
thinkers in this process, including Locke himself, were aware that this epistemology came from
Hooker, and used him in formulating their own influential positions.
  the relationship between certainty and doubt: Schizophrenia and Common Sense Inês
Hipólito, Jorge Gonçalves, João G. Pereira, 2018-02-26 This book explores the relationship between
schizophrenia and common sense. It approaches this theme from a multidisciplinary perspective.
Coverage features contributions from phenomenology, cognitive neuroscience, philosophy of mind,
psychology, and social cognition. The contributors address the following questions: How relevant is
the loss of common sense in schizophrenia? How can the study of schizophrenia contribute to the
study of common sense? How to understand and explain this loss of common sense? They also
consider: What is the relationship of practical reasoning and logical formal reasoning with
schizophrenia? What is the relationship between the person with a diagnosis of schizophrenia and
social values? Chapters examine such issues as rationality, emotions, self, and delusion. In addition,
one looks at brain structure and neurotransmission. Others explore phenomenological and
Wittgensteinian theories. The book features papers from the Schizophrenia and Common Sense
International Workshop, held at New University of Lisbon, November 2015. It offers new insights
into this topic and will appeal to researchers, students, as well as interested general readers.
  the relationship between certainty and doubt: Expository Hermeneutics Elliott Johnson,
1999-10-14 The purpose of this book is to provide an understanding of the rules of Bible
interpretation and to lay the groundwork for testing the validity of one's interpretation and
application.. Expository Hermeneutics breaks new ground in developing principles and strategies for
the historico-grammatical, or 'literal', interpretation of scripture.
  the relationship between certainty and doubt: Rationality Reconsidered Astrid Wagner,
José María Ariso, 2016-07-25 This volume treats the topic of rationality developing a perspective that
integrates elements of philosophy of language, phenomenology, pragmatism, and philosophy of life.
The two reference authors, Wittgenstein and Ortega, are contemporaries but come from different
philosophical traditions. Wittgenstein's early work was influenced by logical positivism. Later he
developed an influential approach to philosophy of language. Ortega was influenced by
Neo-Kantianism, perspectivism, life philosophy, and phenomenology. On this basis, he developed an
independent approach that has become known as ratiovitalism. Astonishing affinities between their
respective reflections on rationality motivated the experiment of bringing the different approaches
into a synergetic relation. Both investigate the structures and limits of rationality, emphasize the
importance of basic beliefs, and criticize the restriction of rationality concepts to the intellectual
sphere. The contributions of the volume focus on: dynamics of belief and knowledge, implicit and
explicit knowledge, the concept of “vital reason”, the role of world-pictures and forms of life,
questions regarding certainty, ignorance, doubt, and madness, as well as matters of pluralism and



relativism.
  the relationship between certainty and doubt: The Cambridge Descartes Lexicon
Lawrence Nolan, 2015-01-01 The Cambridge Descartes Lexicon is the definitive reference source on
René Descartes, 'the father of modern philosophy' and arguably among the most important
philosophers of all time. Examining the full range of Descartes' achievements and legacy, it includes
256 in-depth entries that explain key concepts relating to his thought. Cumulatively they uncover
interpretative disputes, trace his influences, and explain how his work was received by critics and
developed by followers. There are entries on topics such as certainty, cogito ergo sum, doubt,
dualism, free will, God, geometry, happiness, human being, knowledge, Meditations on First
Philosophy, mind, passion, physics, and virtue, which are written by the largest and most
distinguished team of Cartesian scholars ever assembled for a collaborative research project - 92
contributors from ten countries.
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