
the hidden wound wendell berry

The Hidden Wound Wendell Berry: Exploring the Depths of Loss and Healing

the hidden wound wendell berry is a phrase that resonates deeply with those familiar with the profound

reflections of Wendell Berry, the celebrated American novelist, poet, and environmental activist. Berry’s

work often touches on themes of loss, community, and the subtle yet enduring scars left by modern life

upon the human heart and the land. The concept of a “hidden wound” encapsulates much of his

literary and philosophical exploration—the invisible damage inflicted by disconnection, grief, and the

relentless march of progress.

In this article, we’ll delve into what the hidden wound means in the context of Wendell Berry’s writings,

why it remains so relevant today, and how his insights can inspire healing in a world that often feels

fractured and fast-paced. Whether you’re a longtime reader or new to Berry’s work, understanding this

theme can offer a fresh perspective on resilience, nature, and the human spirit.

Understanding the Hidden Wound in Wendell Berry’s Work

Wendell Berry’s writing is filled with a profound sense of place and an acute awareness of loss—loss of

community, loss of connection to the land, and loss of simpler, more sustainable ways of living. The

“hidden wound” is not always visible or spoken about directly; instead, it manifests as a quiet grief or

a pervasive sense of longing.

The Symbolism of the Hidden Wound

In Berry’s poetry and prose, the hidden wound often symbolizes the damage done by industrialization

and modernity. It’s a metaphor for the emotional and ecological harm caused when people move away



from the land and from one another. This wound is “hidden” because it is not always evident on the

surface—it’s beneath everyday life, shaping attitudes, behaviors, and relationships in subtle ways.

For example, in some of his poems, Berry reflects on the pain of displacement and the erosion of rural

communities. The hidden wound might be a farmer’s sorrow over losing his ancestral land or a

community’s gradual breakdown as younger generations leave for the city. These wounds don’t always

get expressed openly but linger in memories and traditions.

Wendell Berry’s Rural Roots and Connection to the Land

Berry’s perspective on the hidden wound is deeply informed by his own life in Kentucky, where he has

lived as a farmer and writer for decades. His intimate relationship with the land gives him a unique

lens through which to view the broader cultural and environmental wounds caused by neglect,

exploitation, and disconnection.

The land itself, in Berry’s work, often holds the memory of these wounds. Fields that were once fertile

but now depleted, forests cut down for profit, and rivers polluted by industry—all serve as physical

reminders of what has been lost. Yet, Berry also often writes about the possibility of healing through

care, stewardship, and a renewed commitment to place.

The Hidden Wound and Modern Society

Berry’s notion of a hidden wound is not just about rural life; it speaks to a universal experience in

contemporary society. Many people today feel disconnected—from nature, from community, and even

from themselves. This disconnection can be understood as a kind of hidden wound that affects mental

health, social cohesion, and environmental sustainability.



Urbanization and the Loss of Community

One of the key factors contributing to the hidden wound is the rapid urbanization and globalization that

characterize modern life. As people move into cities and digital spaces, traditional forms of community

and belonging can weaken. Berry’s work challenges us to reflect on what is lost in this

transition—whether it’s the daily interactions that build trust or the shared responsibilities that foster

resilience.

This social fragmentation can lead to feelings of isolation and alienation, which are often invisible but

deeply felt—precisely the nature of a hidden wound.

Environmental Degradation as a Reflection of Inner Wounds

Berry famously links the health of the environment with the health of human communities. The hidden

wound is not only emotional or social but also ecological. The damage to the earth mirrors the damage

inside us—a broken relationship with nature that echoes a broken relationship with ourselves.

In this way, Berry’s writing encourages a holistic approach to healing, one that includes restoring the

environment as well as repairing social and emotional bonds.

Healing the Hidden Wound: Lessons from Wendell Berry

While the concept of a hidden wound might seem daunting, Wendell Berry’s work offers hope and

practical wisdom for healing. His writings urge us to slow down, listen deeply, and reconnect with the

natural rhythms of life.



Embracing Place and Community

One of Berry’s key prescriptions for healing is embracing a sense of place and community. This

involves more than just living in a particular location; it means cultivating relationships with neighbors,

caring for the land, and participating in local traditions and economies.

By fostering these connections, individuals can begin to mend the invisible wounds caused by isolation

and dislocation.

The Role of Sustainable Living

Berry advocates for sustainable agriculture and responsible stewardship of the land as foundational to

healing the hidden wound. Sustainable living reconnects us with the cycles of nature and reminds us

of our dependence on the earth’s health.

This approach encourages mindfulness and respect, helping to repair the rifts between humans and

the environment that contribute to collective wounds.

Reflection and Storytelling

Another powerful tool in addressing the hidden wound is the act of storytelling and reflection. Berry’s

writing itself serves as a model for how to articulate pain and hope through narrative.

Engaging with stories—whether through reading, writing, or conversation—can help surface hidden

wounds and create spaces for empathy and understanding.



Why Wendell Berry’s Message Matters in Today’s World

In a time marked by climate crises, social upheaval, and rapid technological change, Wendell Berry’s

insights about the hidden wound are more relevant than ever. His call to reconnect with the land, with

community, and with ourselves offers a pathway toward resilience and renewal.

By paying attention to the hidden wounds within our societies and our environments, we can begin to

foster healing that is deep and lasting. Berry’s work reminds us that these wounds, though often

invisible, shape the world we live in—and that healing begins with awareness and care.

Whether you’re drawn to his poetry, novels, or essays, exploring the theme of the hidden wound

Wendell Berry presents can be a transformative experience, encouraging us to slow down, observe,

and participate in the ongoing work of healing both ourselves and the earth.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Hidden Wound' by Wendell Berry about?

'The Hidden Wound' is an essay by Wendell Berry that explores the deep cultural and spiritual harm

caused by the industrialization of agriculture and the loss of connection to the land.

What are the main themes in Wendell Berry's 'The Hidden Wound'?

The main themes include environmental degradation, the consequences of industrial farming, the

importance of sustainable agriculture, and the need to restore a harmonious relationship between

humans and nature.

How does Wendell Berry describe the 'hidden wound' in his essay?

Berry describes the 'hidden wound' as the unseen damage inflicted on communities, ecosystems, and



human souls by modern industrial practices that prioritize profit over ecological and social well-being.

Why is 'The Hidden Wound' still relevant today?

'The Hidden Wound' remains relevant as it addresses ongoing issues like environmental destruction,

climate change, and the loss of sustainable farming traditions, urging a return to more mindful and

responsible stewardship of the earth.

How can readers apply the lessons from 'The Hidden Wound' to

contemporary environmental challenges?

Readers can apply Berry's lessons by supporting local and sustainable agriculture, advocating for

environmental policies that protect the land, and cultivating a deeper awareness of humanity's

interconnectedness with nature.

Additional Resources

The Hidden Wound Wendell Berry: An Analytical Review of Its Themes and Significance

the hidden wound wendell berry stands as a compelling piece within the oeuvre of Wendell Berry, a

celebrated American poet, essayist, and environmental activist. This particular work, often discussed

alongside Berry's broader reflections on nature, community, and loss, delves into the intricate

emotional and ecological scars that linger beneath the surface of human experience. Exploring "The

Hidden Wound" reveals not only Berry’s nuanced literary craft but also his persistent engagement with

themes of healing, memory, and the interdependence between humans and the land.

As one of Berry’s reflective and meditative poems, "The Hidden Wound" invites readers to consider

the subtle yet profound impacts of trauma—whether personal or environmental—that remain unseen yet

deeply felt. The poem’s exploration of loss and recovery aligns with Berry’s overarching philosophy,

which consistently critiques modernity’s detachment from place and tradition. This article aims to

unpack the layers of meaning within "The Hidden Wound Wendell Berry," situating it within Berry’s



larger corpus and the contemporary literary landscape, while also highlighting its cultural and

ecological relevance.

Contextualizing "The Hidden Wound" Within Wendell Berry’s

Work

Wendell Berry’s literary career spans decades and is marked by an unwavering commitment to themes

of agrarianism, sustainability, and community resilience. "The Hidden Wound" fits naturally into Berry’s

broader exploration of how individuals and societies grapple with invisible scars—whether caused by

personal grief, cultural dislocation, or environmental degradation.

Berry’s work often contrasts the visible, tangible world with the intangible emotional or spiritual

experiences of human beings. In "The Hidden Wound," this dichotomy is central; the poem

metaphorically addresses wounds that are not readily seen but shape one’s identity and worldview. By

framing trauma as a "hidden wound," Berry underscores the enduring nature of pain that defies

immediate healing or recognition.

This concept resonates with Berry’s environmental advocacy, where he frequently draws parallels

between human suffering and ecological harm. Both are often overlooked or dismissed, yet both

demand care and attention for genuine restoration to occur.

Thematic Exploration: Trauma, Memory, and Healing

At its core, "The Hidden Wound Wendell Berry" wrestles with the tension between concealment and

revelation. The poem suggests that wounds, whether emotional or ecological, carry a dual

burden—they are sources of pain but also of insight and transformation.

Berry’s language in the poem is carefully measured, evoking a sense of quiet reflection. The hidden



wound becomes a symbol for the unspoken histories and suppressed memories that haunt individuals

and communities. This thematic focus aligns with psychological understandings of trauma, where

hidden wounds often manifest as persistent internal struggles despite outward appearances of

normalcy.

Moreover, Berry’s treatment of memory is critical. He implies that acknowledging these hidden wounds

is a prerequisite for healing. In a broader sense, this mirrors his environmental philosophy: only by

recognizing the damage inflicted upon the earth can society begin to repair its relationship with nature.

Stylistic Features and Literary Devices

Wendell Berry’s poetic style in "The Hidden Wound" is characterized by simplicity, clarity, and

profound resonance. His use of imagery often draws from the natural world—trees, soil, seasons—as

metaphors for human experiences. This grounding in nature is a hallmark of Berry’s writing and

reinforces the interconnectedness he sees between human life and the environment.

Berry employs subtle symbolism throughout the poem. The concept of the "wound" itself functions on

multiple levels, representing both physical injury and emotional or spiritual hurt. The "hidden" aspect

introduces an element of mystery, inviting readers to look beyond surface appearances.

Additionally, Berry’s tone throughout the poem is contemplative and somber, encouraging a meditative

engagement rather than dramatic revelation. This restraint enhances the poem’s emotional depth,

allowing readers to project their interpretations onto the text.

The Hidden Wound Wendell Berry in Contemporary Literary and

Environmental Discourse

"The Hidden Wound" is not only a poetic meditation but also an important contribution to ongoing



discussions about trauma, ecological responsibility, and cultural memory. In recent years, scholars and

critics have increasingly recognized Berry’s work as foundational for understanding the intersections

between environmental literature and social justice.

Ecocriticism and Berry’s Poetic Advocacy

Ecocriticism, the study of literature and the environment, often highlights Wendell Berry as a pivotal

figure whose writings foreground ecological ethics. "The Hidden Wound" exemplifies this by linking

human emotional wounds with environmental degradation, suggesting that healing one requires

addressing the other.

Berry’s insistence on place-based awareness challenges contemporary consumer culture and

globalization, which tend to obscure the origins and impacts of human actions. In this context, the

"hidden wound" can be read as a metaphor for the collective environmental damage that remains

unacknowledged in mainstream discourse.

Comparative Perspectives: The Hidden Wound and Other Works on

Trauma

While "The Hidden Wound Wendell Berry" is distinctive for its integration of ecological and emotional

themes, it also shares affinities with other literary treatments of trauma. Unlike more explicit or

confessional poetry, Berry’s approach is elliptical and symbolic, inviting a broader reflection on the

nature of suffering.

Comparatively, poets like Sylvia Plath and Anne Sexton address trauma in direct and visceral terms,

focusing on personal psychological pain. Berry’s method, conversely, situates trauma within a

communal and environmental framework, emphasizing interconnectedness rather than isolation.



This comparative lens enhances the appreciation of Berry’s unique contribution to literary explorations

of hidden suffering and recovery.

Practical Implications and Lessons from "The Hidden Wound

Wendell Berry"

Beyond literary analysis, "The Hidden Wound" offers insights applicable to mental health,

environmental stewardship, and community building. Its recognition of unseen pain challenges

individuals and societies to cultivate empathy and attentiveness.

Mental Health Awareness: The poem’s portrayal of concealed wounds echoes contemporary

discussions on the importance of acknowledging invisible illnesses such as depression and

PTSD.

Environmental Responsibility: By linking human and ecological wounds, Berry encourages a

holistic approach to sustainability that includes emotional and cultural dimensions.

Community Engagement: Healing, Berry suggests, is a collective endeavor that requires shared

recognition and care rather than isolation.

These lessons underscore the enduring relevance of Berry’s work in addressing 21st-century

challenges.

In sum, "The Hidden Wound Wendell Berry" offers a profound meditation on the complexities of hidden

pain and the possibilities of healing. Its subtle yet powerful language, combined with its thematic

richness, cements its place within Berry’s literary legacy and the broader landscape of environmental

and trauma literature. Through the poem, Berry continues to inspire readers to confront the unseen



wounds that shape both individual lives and the health of the planet.

The Hidden Wound Wendell Berry

  the hidden wound wendell berry: The Hidden Wound Wendell Berry, 2010-04-28 An
impassioned, thoughtful, and fearless essay on the effects of racism on the American identity by one
of our country’s most humane literary voices. Acclaimed as “one of the most humane, honest,
liberating works of our time” (The Village Voice), The Hidden Wound is a book-length essay about
racism and the damage it has done to the identity of our country. Through Berry’s personal
experience, he explains how remaining passive in the face of the struggle of racism further corrodes
America’s great potential. In a quiet and observant manner, Berry opens up about how his attempt
to discuss racism is rooted in the hope that someday the historical wound will begin to heal. Pulitzer
prize-winning author Larry McMurtry calls this “a profound, passionate, crucial piece of writing . . .
Few readers, and I think, no writers will be able to read it without a small pulse of triumph at the
temples: the strange, almost communal sense of triumph one feels when someone has written truly
well . . . The statement it makes is intricate and beautiful, sad but strong.” “Mr. Berry is a
sophisticated, philosophical poet in the line descending from Emerson and Thoreau. ―The Baltimore
Sun [Berry’s poems] shine with the gentle wisdom of a craftsman who has thought deeply about the
paradoxical strangeness and wonder of life. ―The Christian Science Monitor Wendell Berry is one of
those rare individuals who speaks to us always of responsibility, of the individual cultivation of an
active and aware participation in the arts of life. ―The Bloomsbury Review “[Berry’s] poems, novels
and essays . . . are probably the most sustained contemporary articulation of America’s agrarian,
Jeffersonian ideal.” ―Publishers Weekly
  the hidden wound wendell berry: The Hidden Wound , 2010 With the expected grace of
Wendell Berry comes The Hidden Wound, an essay about racism and the damage it has done to the
identity of our country. Through Berry's personal experience, he explains how remaining passive in
the face of the struggle of racism further corrodes America's potential. In a quiet and observant
manner, Berry opens up about how his attempt to discuss racism is rooted in the hope that someday
the historical wound will begin to heal.
  the hidden wound wendell berry: The New Agrarian Mind Allan C. Carlson, 2017-07-05 The
self-sufficiency and regional outlook of farm life characterized the United States until the Civil War
period. With the triumph of the industrial North over the rural South, the expansion of urbanism,
and the closing of the frontier, the agrarian sector became an economic and cultural minority. The
social benefits of rural life - a sense of independence, commitment to democracy, an abundance of
children, stable community life - were threatened. This volume examines the rise of a distinctive
agrarian intellectual movement to combat these trends. The New Agrarian Mind, now in paperback,
synthesizes the thought of twentieth-century agrarian writers. It weaves together discussions of
major representative figures, such as Liberty Hyde Bailey, Carle Zimmerman, and Wendell Berry,
with myth-shattering analyses of the movement's cultural diversity, intellectual influence, and
ideological complexity. Collectively labeled the New Agrarians to distinguish them from the simpler
Jeffersonianism of the nineteenth century, they shared a coherent set of goals that were at once
socially conservative and economically radical.
  the hidden wound wendell berry: The Ethics of Tainted Legacies Karen V. Guth, 2022-07-28
What do we do when a beloved comedian known as 'America's Dad' is convicted of sexual assault?
Or when we discover that the man who wrote 'all men are created equal' also enslaved hundreds of
people? Or when priests are exposed as pedophiles? From the popular to the political to the
profound, each day brings new revelations that respected people, traditions, and institutions are not

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-176/the-hidden-wound-wendell-berry.pdf


what we thought they were. Despite the shock that these disclosures produce, this state of affairs is
anything but new. Facing the concrete task of living well when our best moral resources are not only
contaminated but also potentially corrupting is an enduring feature of human experience. In this
book, Karen V. Guth identifies 'tainted legacies' as a pressing contemporary moral problem and
ethical challenge. Constructing a typology of responses to compromised thinkers, traditions, and
institutions, she demonstrates the relevance of age-old debates in Christian theology for those who
confront legacies tarnished by the traumas of slavery, racism, and sexual violence.
  the hidden wound wendell berry: A Theology of Traumatic Affect Alice Kim, 2024-10-21 A
Theology of Traumatic Affect offers theological tools, language, and framework to victims/survivors
of trauma and their communities. Seen through the lens of affect theory, the social dimensions of
trauma emerge even for individual trauma. Using an interdisciplinary approach, Alice Kim argues
that due to interconnectedness of individuals, a communal effort is necessary for trauma work.
Living in a different world as imagined by public imagination is possible now with collective
planetary engagement of all creatures participating in co-creation.
  the hidden wound wendell berry: Wendell Berry and the Agrarian Tradition Kimberly K.
Smith, 2014-01-17 Farmer and conservationist Wendell Berry has published more than thirty books,
making his name a household word among environmentalists. From his Kentucky farm, Berry
preaches and practices stewardship of the land as he seeks to defend the value and traditions of
farm life in an industrial capitalist society. A central figure in the greening of American agrarianism,
Berry has been an advocate of small farming and traditional values who has tirelessly reminded
readers that sustainable agriculture is more than a catchphrase. Kimberly Smith now reveals the
depth of his ideas and their relevance for American social and political theory. Berry's central
teaching focuses on the fragility of our natural and social worlds; Smith's timely book revisits the
problem of living a meaningful life in a world filled with both deadly perils and unimagined
possibilities. Hers is the first book to explore the implications of this central tenet and other key
aspects of Berry's thought, as well as his overall contribution to environmental theory and politics.
Smith shows how the many strands of Berry's thought can be woven together into a coherent
agrarian philosophy. Focusing on his relationship to the American agrarian and environmental
traditions, she examines how Berry's ecological agrarianism derives from the concept of grace, or
living in concert with nature and society. Along the way, she defends his social theory against
accusations of utopianism, shows how his moral theory subverts the notion of rugged individualism
usually associated with farming, and reviews his political theory's argument for decentralized
democracy. By assessing Berry's reformulation of democratic agrarianism, Smith goes beyond any
previous critiques of his writing, and her exploration of Berry's moral vision shows that such vision is
more relevant as America continues to move further away from its agrarian past.
  the hidden wound wendell berry: The Sum of Us Heather McGhee, 2022-02-08 NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER • LONGLISTED FOR THE NATIONAL BOOK AWARD • One of today’s most
insightful and influential thinkers offers a powerful exploration of inequality and the lesson that
generations of Americans have failed to learn: Racism has a cost for everyone—not just for people of
color. WINNER OF THE PORCHLIGHT BUSINESS BOOK AWARD • ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF
THE YEAR: Time, The Washington Post, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Ms. magazine, BookRiot, Library
Journal “This is the book I’ve been waiting for.”—Ibram X. Kendi, #1 New York Times bestselling
author of How to Be an Antiracist Look for the author’s podcast, The Sum of Us, based on this book!
Heather McGhee’s specialty is the American economy—and the mystery of why it so often fails the
American public. From the financial crisis of 2008 to rising student debt to collapsing public
infrastructure, she found a root problem: racism in our politics and policymaking. But not just in the
most obvious indignities for people of color. Racism has costs for white people, too. It is the common
denominator of our most vexing public problems, the core dysfunction of our democracy and
constitutive of the spiritual and moral crises that grip us all. But how did this happen? And is there a
way out? McGhee embarks on a deeply personal journey across the country from Maine to
Mississippi to California, tallying what we lose when we buy into the zero-sum paradigm—the idea



that progress for some of us must come at the expense of others. Along the way, she meets white
people who confide in her about losing their homes, their dreams, and their shot at better jobs to the
toxic mix of American racism and greed. This is the story of how public goods in this country—from
parks and pools to functioning schools—have become private luxuries; of how unions collapsed,
wages stagnated, and inequality increased; and of how this country, unique among the world’s
advanced economies, has thwarted universal healthcare. But in unlikely places of worship and work,
McGhee finds proof of what she calls the Solidarity Dividend: the benefits we gain when people
come together across race to accomplish what we simply can’t do on our own. The Sum of Us is not
only a brilliant analysis of how we arrived here but also a heartfelt message, delivered with startling
empathy, from a black woman to a multiracial America. It leaves us with a new vision for a future in
which we finally realize that life can be more than a zero-sum game. LONGLISTED FOR THE
ANDREW CARNEGIE MEDAL
  the hidden wound wendell berry: Slavery's Descendants Lucian K. Truscott, 2019-05-10
Slavery's Descendants brings together twenty-five contributors from a variety of racial backgrounds,
to tell their personal stories of exhuming and exorcising America's racist past. Together, they help us
confront the legacy of slavery and reclaim a more complete picture of U.S. history, one cousin at a
time.
  the hidden wound wendell berry: This Impermanent Earth Douglas Carlson, Soham Patel,
2021-09 With its thirty-three essays, This Impermanent Earth charts the course of the American
literary response to the twentieth century’s accumulation of environmental deprivations. Arranged
chronologically from 1974 to the present, the works have been culled from The Georgia Review, long
considered an important venue for nonfiction among literary magazines published in the United
States. The essays range in subject matter from twentieth-century examples of what was then called
nature writing, through writing after 2000 that gradually redefines the environment in increasingly
human terms, to a more inclusive expansion that considers all human surroundings as material for
environmental inquiry. Likewise, the approaches range from formal essays to prose works that
reflect the movement toward innovation and experimentation. The collection builds as it progresses;
later essays grow from earlier ones. This Impermanent Earth is more than a historical survey of a
literary form, however. The Georgia Review’s talented writers and its longtime commitment to the
art of editorial practice have produced a collection that is, as one reviewer put it, “incredibly
moving, varied, and inspiring.” It is a book that will be as at home in the reading room as in the
classroom.
  the hidden wound wendell berry: The Garden Matthew Ingram, 2025-04-08 The legendary
countercultural growers who never stopped changing the world. The Garden explores the
transformative journey of the 1970s countercultural farmers and growers whose radical practices
redefined how we grow and eat today. Countercultural Roots: Chronicles how a generation
influenced by psychedelics, Eastern philosophy, and reactions to Vietnam, the Oil Shocks, and DDT
sparked a deep interest in sustainable farming. In-depth Exploration of Influences: Covers
movements like the organic food revolution, Permaculture, back-to-the-land initiatives, radical
ecology, and the impact of thinkers like Rudolph Steiner on 1970s communities. Impact on Today’s
Agriculture: Through interviews with key figures, The Garden reveals how these visionary growers,
often without farming backgrounds, pioneered alternative agriculture and influenced modern
sustainable practices. A Legacy for the 2020s: Highlights the enduring impact of these farmers,
providing inspiration for today’s efforts to reconnect with nature and rethink sustainable living.
Perfect for readers interested in organic farming, environmental history, or the cultural legacy of the
1970s, The Garden tells the untold story of how counterculture reimagined food and our relationship
to the earth.
  the hidden wound wendell berry: Stumbling Toward Justice Lee Hoinacki, 1999 Stumbling
Toward Justice is a collection of stories of one man's odyssey through the darkness of the modern
world. His journey takes him through the United States, Venezuela, Mexico, Spain, Germany, and
India. In each place he stumbles for ground on which he can stand, on which he can seek an



honorable life and practice. He questions contemporary belief in the goods offered by mainstream or
conventional practices of child rearing, education, health care, industrial farming, and offers a
critique of economic growth and technological advances. Each chapter relates a story in one of these
areas from Hoinacki's experience, an experience that inspires him to critical reflection. Hoinacki's
underlying assumption is that a narrative relating one's personal experience may introduce the
reader to a wider and more incisive understanding than that provided by the investigative and
reporting methods of the social and natural sciences.
  the hidden wound wendell berry: Your Jesus Is Too American Steve Bezner, 2024-10-08 An
invigorating look at the current state of the American church and what might be done to move it
forward.--Publishers Weekly The American church faces a discipleship crisis. Instead of following the
values of Jesus, many Christians are chasing after what our culture prizes: power, money, and
political influence. In Your Jesus Is Too American, Baptist pastor Steve Bezner invites Christians to
rediscover what Jesus treasured and incorporate those kingdom values into the church's witness.
With a pastoral voice, Bezner shares the lessons he has been teaching in his church community for
11 years--humble service rather than worldly success, healing relationships across religious and
ethnic divides, repairing harm against marginalized groups, giving generously, and providing a
political witness rooted in the local church. Bezner shows that Jesus's vision of discipleship points
toward a different way of being in the world. The book offers a welcome perspective for church
leaders and congregants alike who are frustrated with the way many churches pursue values that
are not in line with Jesus's teachings and are worried about the American church's credibility crisis.
It includes a foreword by Beth Moore.
  the hidden wound wendell berry: Dangerous Innocence William P. Murray, 2024-04-03
Dangerous Innocence investigates how prevailing constructions of white masculinity in the U.S.
South help feed and reinforce systems of racial inequity. Tracing the rise of the “southern outsider”
in literature and on television from 1960 to 2020, William P. Murray probes white Americans’
enduring desire to assert their own blamelessness even though such acts of self-justification
facilitate continued violence against historically oppressed populations. Dangerous Innocence
courses from popular television such as The Andy Griffith Show and The Waltons through influential
fiction by Eudora Welty, Walker Percy, and other prominent southern authors—alongside forceful
challenges voiced by Black writers including Chester Himes and Ernest Gaines—before turning to
works created after the September 11 attacks that reinscribe cultural logics predicated on
protecting white innocence and power. Concluding on a note of praxis, Dangerous Innocence argues
that reattaching southern outsiders to a communal identity encourages an honest assessment about
what whiteness represents and what it means to belong to a nation steeped in commitments to white
supremacy.
  the hidden wound wendell berry: The Widows of Highland Avenue Stan Billingsley,
2014-05-13 The author Stan Billingsley is a retired Judge, having served on the bench for 25 years.
He graduated from Western Ky. University and the UK College of Law. He has worked for the House
of Representatives in Washington, D.C., served as an Administrative Assistant to Governor Edward
T. Breathitt, was commissioned as a Lieutenant in the USAR, served as City Attorney for Carrollton,
Kentucky and served in the Kentucky House of Representatives. He is a mediator and arbitrator of
civil claims. In 1995 he was honored by the Ky. Bar Association as the Outstanding Judge in
Kentucky. Judge Billingsley is the co-author of several legal texts including Ky. Driving Under the
Influence Law co-authored with Hon. Wilbur Zevely and published by Thomson-West, and Ky.
Medical Malpractice Law co-authored with the Hon. Richard Lawrence and published by LawReader
Books. He has authored two novels concerning lawyers ethics issues: Alice VS. Wonderland and A
Parliament of Owls.
  the hidden wound wendell berry: Confronting Evil James Waller, 2016-05-27 This
groundbreaking book from one of the foremost leaders in the field presents a fascinating continuum
of research-informed strategies to prevent genocide from ever taking place; to avert further
atrocities once mass murder occurs; and to prevent further turmoil once a society learns how to



rebuild itself.
  the hidden wound wendell berry: Marse H. D. Kirkpatrick, 2022-02-15 Marse: A Psychological
Portrait of the Southern Slave Masterand His Legacy of White Supremacy focuses on the white men
who composed the antebellum southern planter class in the period of 1830-1861. This book is a
psychological autopsy of the minds and behaviors of enslavers that helps explain the enduring roots
of white supremacy and the hidden wound of racist slavery that continues to affect all Americans
today. Marse details and illustrates examples of the psychological mechanisms by which southern
slave masters justified owning another human being as property and how they formed a society in
which enslavement was morally acceptable. Kirkpatrick uses forensic psychology to analyze the
personality formation, defense mechanisms, and psychopathologies of slave masters. Their
delusional beliefs and assumptions about Black Africans extended to a forceful cohort of white
slaveholding women, as well as how they twisted Christianity to promote slavery as a positive good.
He examines the masters’ stresses and fears, and how they coped by developing psychologically
fatal, slavery-specific defense mechanisms. Utilizing sources such as the vast treasure trove of
slavery historiography, diaries, letters, autobiographies, and sermons, Marse describes the ways in
which slaveholders created a delusional worldview that sanctioned cruel instruments of punishment
and implemented laws and social policies of domination used to rob Blacks of their human rights.
The seismic shift in race relations our nation is experiencing right now make this book timely, as it
will advance our understanding of the South’s self-defeating romance with racist slavery and its
latent and chronic effects. The parallels between the psychology of antebellum slaveholding and
today’s racism are palpable.
  the hidden wound wendell berry: A Web of Words Richard J. Gray, 2007 Helps readers
understand how any literary tradition involves an open conversation between its texts - a web of
words that stretches from the local to the transnational. This book charts 3 different intertextual
practices involving writings both within and outside the South.
  the hidden wound wendell berry: The Paradise of God Norman Wirzba, 2003-09-11 And God
said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of
the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. (Gen. 1:26) It has become a commonplace that Biblical
religion bears a heavy share of responsibility for our destruction of the environment, and this
passage from the King James version of the Bible exemplifies what is generally believed to be the
Biblical attitude toward the earth. In this provocative book, however, Norman Wirzba argues that
the doctrine of creation, when understood as a statement about the moral and spiritual meaning of
the world, actually holds the key to a true understanding of our place in the environment and our
responsibility toward it. Wirzba contends that an adequate response to environmental destruction
depends on a new formulation of ourselves as part of a created whole, rather than as autonomous,
unencumbered individuals. Drawing on the work of biblical scholars, ecologists, agrarians,
philosophers, theologians, and cultural critics, Wirzba develops a comprehensive worldview that
grows out of the idea that the world is God's creation. While the text of Genesis has historically
encouraged a vision of persons as masters of creation, a more theologically and ecologically
sensitive rendering, he says, would be to say that we are servants of creation. Our present culture,
Wirzba believes, results from a denial of creation that has caused modern problems as diverse as
rootlessness, individualism, careerism, boredom, and consumerism. The recovery of the meaning of
creation can lead to a renewed sense of human identity and vocation, and happier, more peaceful
lives. He concludes by offering practical advice for individuals who wish to begin the work of
transformation and renewal. Moving beyond the usual political debates, The Paradise of God
presents a compelling vision of a new religious environmentalism.
  the hidden wound wendell berry: Grounding Global Justice Eric D. Larson, 2023-09-19
'Globalization.' The rise of Trumpism has once again galvanized public debate about this highly
charged term. This book looks at the last time the concept spurred wide-ranging and unruly
agitation: the late twentieth century. In offering a transnational history of the explosive emergence



of antiglobalization movements in the United States and Mexico, it considers how farmers, workers,
and Indigenous peoples struggled to change the direction of the world economy. They did so by
grounding their efforts to confront free-market economic reforms in frontline struggles for economic
and racial justice. The story revolves around three popular organizations, and their paths allow us to
reinterpret some of the crucial moments, messages, and movements of the era, including the
Mexican roots of the idea of food sovereignty, racism and whiteness at the momentous 'Battle of
Seattle' protests outside the 1999 World Trade Organization meetings, and the rise of dramatic
street demonstrations around the globe--
  the hidden wound wendell berry: School(s) for Conversion Rutba House, 2005-01-14
Throughout the history of the church, monastic movements have emerged to explore new ways of
life in the abandoned places of society. School(s) for Conversion is a communal attempt to discern
the marks of a new monasticism in the inner-cities and forgotten landscapes of the Empire that is
called America.
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