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The End of the Affair by Graham Greene: A Deep Dive into Love, Faith, and
Betrayal

the end of the affair by graham greene is a novel that continues to captivate
readers with its profound exploration of human emotions, moral ambiguity, and
the complexities of love and faith. Originally published in 1951, this work
stands as one of Greene’s most acclaimed pieces, blending autobiographical
elements with a compelling narrative that challenges the conventional notions
of romance and fidelity. For those curious about mid-20th-century literature
or seeking a gripping story that delves into the heart’s contradictions,
understanding this novel offers rich rewards.

Understanding the Plot and Characters

At its core, the narrative of the end of the affair by graham greene unfolds
through the perspective of Maurice Bendrix, a successful writer who becomes
entangled in a passionate and doomed affair with Sarah Miles, the wife of his
friend Henry Miles. The story is set against the backdrop of wartime London,
adding a layer of tension and existential uncertainty to the personal turmoil
experienced by the characters.

Maurice Bendrix: The Narrator and Anti-Hero

Maurice Bendrix is not your typical romantic protagonist. His jealousy,
bitterness, and obsessive nature drive much of the story’s emotional
intensity. Through his eyes, readers experience the agony of love lost and
the torment of suspicion. Bendrix’s narrative voice is candid, often raw,
which makes his internal conflicts feel all the more authentic.

Sarah Miles: The Complex Female Lead

Sarah is a multifaceted character grappling with her own moral dilemmas. Her
affair with Bendrix is as much about seeking love and understanding as it is
about rebellion and despair. Greene’s portrayal of Sarah challenges the era's
typical representations of women, presenting her as vulnerable yet resolute,
flawed yet deeply human.

Henry Miles: The Unknowing Husband

Henry serves as a contrast to Bendrix and Sarah, embodying stability and



conventionality. His obliviousness to the affair adds to the tragic tension,
highlighting themes of betrayal and secrecy.

Themes Explored in The End of the Affair by
Graham Greene

One of the reasons this novel remains relevant is its rich thematic content
that resonates on multiple levels.

Love and Obsession

The story vividly depicts how love can blur into obsession. Bendrix’s
inability to let go of Sarah, coupled with Sarah’s own conflicted feelings,
illustrates how passion can consume individuals, often leading to painful
consequences.

Faith and Doubt

Greene, himself a convert to Catholicism, weaves religious themes intricately
into the narrative. Sarah’s spiritual journey and Bendrix’s eventual
confrontation with faith and doubt provoke readers to consider how belief
systems influence personal choices and forgiveness.

Truth and Deception

The end of the affair by graham greene intricately explores the layers of
truth and lies within relationships. Through the characters’ secrets and
confessions, the novel questions whether honesty is always the best policy or
if some deceptions are a form of protection.

Literary Style and Narrative Technique

Graham Greene’s writing style in this novel is both accessible and profound,
striking a balance that appeals to a wide audience.

Non-linear Storytelling

The narrative is not presented in chronological order, which reflects the



fragmented nature of memory and emotion. This approach allows readers to
piece together the story in a manner that feels immersive and intimate.

First-Person Perspective

By adopting Bendrix’s point of view, Greene ensures that the reader is
closely aligned with the protagonist’s emotional state. This technique
intensifies the story’s psychological depth and invites empathy, even when
Bendrix’s actions are questionable.

Atmosphere and Setting

The wartime London setting is more than just a backdrop. It amplifies the
novel’s mood of uncertainty and fear, mirroring the instability in the
characters’ relationships.

Why The End of the Affair by Graham Greene
Remains Important

Decades after its publication, this novel continues to be studied and admired
for several reasons:

Timeless Exploration of Human Relationships: The novel’s treatment of
love, loss, and betrayal remains universally relatable.

Philosophical and Theological Depth: Its engagement with faith and
morality offers readers more than just a romantic story.

Influence on Literature and Film: The novel has inspired several
adaptations, including notable films and stage productions, highlighting
its cultural significance.

Tips for Readers Approaching The End of the
Affair by Graham Greene

If you’re preparing to read or teach this novel, here are some insights to
enhance your experience:



Pay Attention to the Narrative Voice: Bendrix’s perspective shapes how1.
the story unfolds, so consider his biases and emotional state when
interpreting events.

Reflect on the Role of Faith: Understanding Greene’s own religious2.
background can provide context for the novel’s spiritual themes.

Notice the Symbolism: Objects and settings often carry deeper meanings,3.
such as the recurring motif of rain symbolizing cleansing or sorrow.

Discuss Moral Ambiguities: The novel doesn’t offer clear-cut answers,4.
making it perfect for debates on ethics in love and friendship.

Exploring the end of the affair by graham greene is more than just reading a
story about a failed relationship; it’s an invitation to delve into the
complexities of human nature and the forces that shape our decisions. Whether
you are a literature enthusiast, a student, or someone drawn to stories of
emotional depth, this novel offers a rich tapestry of themes and characters
that linger long after the last page is turned.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The End of the Affair'
by Graham Greene?
The central theme of 'The End of the Affair' is the complexity of love,
faith, and betrayal, exploring how these elements intertwine in human
relationships and personal belief.

How does Graham Greene portray the conflict between
faith and doubt in 'The End of the Affair'?
Greene portrays the conflict between faith and doubt through the
protagonist's spiritual journey, highlighting the struggles with belief in
God amidst personal suffering and emotional turmoil.

What role does World War II play in the backdrop of
'The End of the Affair'?
World War II serves as a significant backdrop, influencing the characters'
lives and decisions, and intensifying the novel's themes of uncertainty,
loss, and the fragility of human connections.



Who are the main characters in 'The End of the
Affair' and what are their relationships?
The main characters are Maurice Bendrix, Sarah Miles, and Henry Miles.
Maurice and Sarah have an affair, while Sarah is married to Henry. The novel
explores the emotional complexities between these three.

How does 'The End of the Affair' explore the idea of
jealousy?
The novel examines jealousy as a powerful and destructive force, particularly
through Maurice's obsessive jealousy, which drives much of the narrative and
character development.

What narrative style is used in 'The End of the
Affair'?
The novel is written in a first-person narrative style from Maurice Bendrix's
perspective, providing intimate insight into his thoughts and emotions.

How does Graham Greene incorporate elements of
Catholicism in 'The End of the Affair'?
Greene incorporates Catholic themes such as sin, confession, grace, and
redemption, reflecting his own religious beliefs and adding depth to the
characters' moral and spiritual struggles.

What is the significance of the title 'The End of
the Affair'?
The title signifies both the literal end of the romantic relationship between
Maurice and Sarah and the deeper emotional and spiritual resolutions that
follow the affair's conclusion.

Has 'The End of the Affair' been adapted into other
media?
Yes, 'The End of the Affair' has been adapted into several films and a radio
play, most notably the 1955 and 1999 film versions, which bring the novel's
themes to a wider audience.

Additional Resources
The End of the Affair by Graham Greene: A Complex Exploration of Love, Faith,
and Betrayal



the end of the affair by graham greene stands as one of the most profound and
introspective novels in 20th-century English literature. Published in 1951,
this work delves deeply into themes of love, jealousy, faith, and the moral
ambiguities that accompany human relationships. As a semi-autobiographical
narrative, it reveals Greene’s characteristic blend of psychological insight
and theological inquiry. Over the decades, the novel has garnered critical
acclaim for its nuanced portrayal of an extramarital affair set against the
backdrop of wartime London, resonating with readers and scholars alike.

In-Depth Analysis of The End of the Affair by
Graham Greene

At its core, the narrative of the end of the affair by graham greene explores
the psychological and emotional consequences of an illicit relationship
between Maurice Bendrix, a writer, and Sarah Miles, the wife of a civil
servant. The story unfolds through Bendrix’s perspective, marked by his
obsessive jealousy and introspection following the abrupt conclusion of the
affair. Greene’s use of a first-person, confessional style allows readers to
enter the complex labyrinth of Bendrix’s mind, unveiling his pain,
bitterness, and eventual spiritual crisis.

The novel is divided structurally into three parts, each serving a distinct
purpose in the progression of themes. The initial segment introduces the
passionate affair and its sudden termination, setting up the tension between
secular desire and spiritual longing. The middle section shifts toward a more
reflective tone as Bendrix investigates Sarah’s motivations, leading to
revelations about faith and divine intervention. The final part culminates in
Bendrix’s personal transformation, highlighting the interplay between human
frailty and grace.

Exploration of Themes: Love, Faith, and Jealousy

One of the defining features of the end of the affair by graham greene is its
exploration of love’s multifaceted nature. Unlike traditional romantic novels
that idealize love, Greene presents it as a complex, often contradictory
force that can evoke both joy and profound suffering. The relationship
between Bendrix and Sarah is portrayed with raw honesty, capturing the
intensity of desire alongside the pain of betrayal. This nuanced depiction
challenges simplistic moral judgments, inviting readers to grapple with the
ethical dilemmas inherent in love and fidelity.

Faith emerges as a central theme, particularly through Sarah’s character. Her
conversion to Catholicism and the subsequent vow to end the affair introduce
a spiritual dimension that complicates the narrative. Greene’s own Catholic
background informs this aspect, as the novel investigates the tension between
earthly passions and divine will. The question of God’s presence and the



nature of miracles permeate the story, especially as Bendrix confronts the
possibility of a higher power influencing his fate.

Jealousy, perhaps the most palpable emotion in the novel, functions as both a
driving force and a destructive element. Bendrix’s obsessive jealousy is
meticulously chronicled, revealing how it distorts his perception and
perpetuates his suffering. Greene’s psychological insight captures the
corrosive effects of envy, making it a compelling study of human
vulnerability.

Characterization and Narrative Technique

The characters in the end of the affair by graham greene are crafted with
psychological depth and moral ambiguity. Maurice Bendrix, as the narrator, is
flawed yet sympathetic, embodying the conflicted nature of human desire and
intellect. His voice oscillates between bitterness and longing, providing a
candid account of his emotional turmoil. Sarah Miles is equally complex, her
motivations shaped by love, guilt, and faith. The supporting characters,
including Henry Miles and the enigmatic Mr. Parkis, contribute to the
narrative’s texture, representing various facets of post-war British society.

Greene’s narrative technique is noteworthy for its use of non-linear
storytelling and unreliable narration. The fragmented timeline mirrors
Bendrix’s obsessive rumination, while the subjective viewpoint challenges
readers to discern truth amid emotional distortion. This approach enhances
the novel’s psychological realism and thematic depth.

Contextual Significance and Literary Impact

The end of the affair by graham greene occupies a distinctive place in
mid-20th-century literature, bridging the gap between modernist
experimentation and traditional storytelling. Its publication shortly after
World War II situates it within a period marked by existential questioning
and moral reevaluation. The novel’s engagement with Catholic theology also
reflects Greene’s personal grappling with faith, aligning with his broader
oeuvre that often interrogates sin, redemption, and grace.

Comparatively, the end of the affair can be analyzed alongside Greene’s other
major works such as Brighton Rock and The Power and the Glory, which
similarly investigate themes of guilt and redemption. However, this novel’s
intimate focus on love and personal relationships sets it apart, offering a
more introspective narrative.

The novel’s adaptation into film and stage productions attests to its
enduring appeal and cultural relevance. The 1999 film adaptation, starring
Ralph Fiennes and Julianne Moore, brought renewed attention to the story’s
emotional intensity and moral complexity, while theatrical renditions have



highlighted its dramatic and philosophical dimensions.

Pros and Cons of The End of the Affair by Graham
Greene for Modern Readers

Pros: The novel’s rich psychological portrayal and exploration of faith
provide profound intellectual and emotional engagement. Its literary
style is accessible yet layered, appealing to both casual readers and
scholars. The historical setting offers insights into post-war British
society.

Cons: Some readers may find the pacing slow due to the introspective
narrative and philosophical digressions. The moral ambiguity and focus
on internal conflict might not satisfy those seeking clear resolutions
or traditional romantic conclusions.

Relevance and Influence in Contemporary Literature

The end of the affair by graham greene continues to influence contemporary
writers who explore themes of love, spirituality, and moral complexity. Its
candid treatment of human frailty and the intersection of secular and
religious worldviews resonates with modern audiences navigating similar
existential questions. The novel’s legacy is evident in the works of authors
who blend psychological depth with theological inquiry, reinforcing Greene’s
place as a pivotal figure in literary history.

In educational settings, the novel is frequently studied for its narrative
innovation and thematic richness, often serving as a gateway to discussions
about ethics, faith, and the human condition. Its multifaceted portrayal of
characters encourages nuanced interpretation, making it a valuable text for
literary criticism and philosophical debate.

The end of the affair by graham greene remains a compelling exploration of
the paradoxes inherent in love and belief. Its enduring power lies in its
ability to confront uncomfortable truths with honesty and grace, inviting
readers into a contemplative dialogue about the nature of human relationships
and the search for meaning amidst uncertainty.
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Account of a hate bred of a passion that ultimately lost out to God.
  the end of the affair by graham greene: The End of the Affair Graham Greene, 2018-03-13
Graham Greene’s masterful novel of love and betrayal in World War II London is “undeniably a
major work of art” (The New Yorker). Maurice Bendrix, a writer in Clapham during the Blitz,
develops an acquaintance with Sarah Miles, the bored, beautiful wife of a dull civil servant named
Henry. Maurice claims it’s to divine a character for his novel-in-progress. That’s the first deception.
What he really wants is Sarah, and what Sarah needs is a man with passion. So begins a series of
reckless trysts doomed by Maurice’s increasing romantic demands and Sarah’s tortured sense of
guilt. Then, after Maurice miraculously survives a bombing, Sarah ends the affair—quickly,
absolutely, and without explanation. It’s only when Maurice crosses paths with Sarah’s husband that
he discovers the fallout of their duplicity—and it’s more unexpected than Maurice, Henry, or Sarah
herself could have imagined. Adapted for film in both 1956 and 1999, Greene’s novel of all that
inspires love—and all that poisons it—is “singularly moving and beautiful” (Evelyn Waugh).
  the end of the affair by graham greene: The End of the Affair, by Graham Greene (2
Cassettes). Graham Greene, Julian* Glover,
  the end of the affair by graham greene: Graham Greene's The End of the Affair Graham
Greene, 1967
  the end of the affair by graham greene: The End of the Affair by Graham Greene (Book
Analysis) Bright Summaries, 2019-04-03 Unlock the more straightforward side of The End of the
Affair with this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents an
analysis of The End of the Affair by Graham Greene, a tale of doomed love and the vagaries of faith.
It follows Maurice Bendrix as he is reunited with his former lover Sarah, who had ended their affair
suddenly during the days of the Blitz a year and a half previously. However, Bendrix’s feelings are
reawakened by their renewed acquaintance, and he sets out to rekindle the affair, despite the
hurdles of propriety and morality that stand in their way. The End of the Affair is considered one of
Graham Greene’s seminal ‘Catholic novels’, and is a classic example of Blitz fiction. Find out
everything you need to know about The End of the Affair in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and
informative reading guide brings you: • A complete plot summary • Character studies • Key themes
and symbols • Questions for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print
and digital format, our publications are designed to accompany you on your reading journey. The
clear and concise style makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve
your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light with
BrightSummaries.com!
  the end of the affair by graham greene: Graham Greene's Works Graham Greene, 1955
  the end of the affair by graham greene: The End of the Affair Graham Greene, 2001 Henry
Miles, a civil servant, suspects that his wife Sarah is having an affair, and asks his writer friend
Maurice Bendrix to contact a private investigator on his behalf. Maurice has a secret, however: he
was once Sarah's lover, and is equally keen to find out whether she was unfaithful to him too... An
economical and intense adaptation.-1 woman, 4 men, 1 boy, 5 women or men
  the end of the affair by graham greene: Graham GreeneA Study Of His Major Novels
Sunita Sinha, 2007-09 One Of Britain S Most Interesting And Complex Contemporary Novelists,
Graham Greene Is Eminently Readable And Hugely Topical. A Diverse And Prolific Writer, He Has
Also Written Poetry, Children S Books, Film Scripts, Political Reportage And Travel Books. Greene S
Novels Have Evoked Lively Interest Not Only In Literary And Academic Circles But Also Gained
Popularity With The General Reading Public And Cinema Audience. In An Attempt To Establish Their
Individual Points Of View Critics Have Examined Greene As A Catholic Writer, A Political Writer, A
Comic Spy Thriller Writer, But Have Tended To Ignore The Central Aspect Of Greene S Fiction His
Dominant Concern With Human Predicament Which Forms The Nucleus Of His Entire
Vision.Graham Greene: A Study Of His Major Novels Explores The Persistent Strain Of Humanism La
Condition Humanitie The Estate Of Man, That Obtains In All His Novels, Whether The Ostensible
Theme Is Politics Or Withdrawal From Politics, Religion Or Withdrawal From Religion. The Book



Unravels An Inclusive Critical Analysis Of The Most Significant And Controversial Aspects Of Greene
S Fiction And Establishes Greene As A Significant Proponent Of A New Trend In Literature, A Trend
Which Decidedly Moves In The Direction Of Existentialist Thinking. The Book Establishes Greene As
The Ultimate Twentieth Century Chronicler Of Consciousness And Anxiety , Exploring The
Doubtfulness Of Modern Man And Ambivalent Normal Or Political Issues In A Contemporary Setting.
It Makes Visible The Private Universe Of Greene The Universe Of Pity, Of Sin And Salvation, Of The
Cult Of The Sanctified Sinner, The Question Of Commitment And Of The World Of Broken
Trust.Graham Greene: A Study Of His Major Novels Remains A Comprehensive Study Of This Most
Widely Read 20Th Century Novelist Who Never Fails To Engross Our Complete Attention In Each
Successive Novel, Where He Edifies As Well As Entertains. It Will Undoubtedly Prove Valuable To
The Students And Researchers Of English Literature.
  the end of the affair by graham greene: A Study Guide for Graham Greene's "The End of the
Affair" Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016-06-29 A Study Guide for Graham Greene's The End of the
Affair, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your
research needs.
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Anne McDougald Hocutt, 1964
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  the end of the affair by graham greene: Religion, Conflict and Reconciliation ,
2021-10-25 From the contents: Andre DROOGERS: Religious reconciliation: a view from the social
sciences. - Hendrik M. VROOM: The nature and origins of religious conflicts: some philosophical
considerations. - Michael McGHEE: Buddhist thoughts on conflict, Reconciliation' . and religion. -
Tzvi MARX: Theological preparation for reconciliation in Judaism. - Agus Rachmat WIDYANTO:
Interreligious conflict and reconciliation in Indonesia.
  the end of the affair by graham greene: Saint Hysteria Cristina Mazzoni, 1996 Saint
Hysteria examines scientific, literary, and religious texts that share a fascination with the otherness
of the female body, whether in ecstatic pleasure or in neurotic pain. Cristina Mazzoni focuses on
material from the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, mainly in Italy and France. Her
approach uses the methodologies of cultural studies and feminism but also benefits from the insights
of psychoanalytic criticism. She asks how the identification of mysticism with hysteria became
prevalent, and explores the continuing dialogue between a historicizing view of hysteria and a view
of hysteria as repressed religious mysticism. According to Mazzoni, this dialogue is discernible at
various levels and in a variety of discourses. The medical history of hysteria, she maintains, is often
linked to the religious history of supernatural phenomena, and the medical discourse of positivism
depends on the religious-feminine element that it attempts to repress. Similarly, she finds a
continuity between the literature of naturalism and that of decadence in their representations of the
interdependence of neurosis and religion. Finally, the religious writings of women mystics and the
discourses they inspired reveal an unresolved tension between nature and supernature, body and
soul (or psyche) which, Mazzoni suggests, mirrors and complicates the very issues raised by
hysterical conversion. Among those whose views she considers are the writers Jules and Edmond de
Goncourt, Gabriele d?Annunzio, and Antonio Fogazzaro, as well as Graham Greene and Simone Weil;
the mystics Angela of Foligno, Gemma Galgani, and Teresa of Avila; and the theorists Jean-Martin
Charcot, Cesare Lombroso, Jacques Lacan, Simone de Beauvoir, Julia Kristeva, and Luce Irigaray.
  the end of the affair by graham greene: Graham Greene Norman Sherry, 1989
  the end of the affair by graham greene: "Betrayed Intentions" David Leon Higdon, 1979
  the end of the affair by graham greene: Genre and Gender in Graham Greene's The End of
the Affair Roberto Lawrence Ransom Carty, 1999
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  the end of the affair by graham greene: The End of the Affair and the Religious
Sentiments of Graham Greene Michael Gallagher, 1959
  the end of the affair by graham greene: Literature, Arts, and Religion Harry Raphael Garvin,
1981 A collection of essays that discuss a wide range of art and literary forms, their religious
content, and the fundamental concerns that relate the two. Illustrated.
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