summary of doctor faustus by
christopher marlowe

**A Comprehensive Summary of Doctor Faustus by Christopher Marlowe**

summary of doctor faustus by christopher marlowe offers a fascinating glimpse
into one of the most enduring works of Elizabethan drama. Christopher
Marlowe’s *Doctor Faustus* explores themes of ambition, knowledge, power, and
the eternal struggle between salvation and damnation. This tragic play,
written in the late 16th century, has captivated readers and audiences alike
for centuries with its compelling protagonist and moral complexity. If you're
curious about the storyline, characters, and deeper meanings behind the play,
this article provides a detailed and engaging summary of *Doctor Faustus* by
Christopher Marlowe, while also touching on the key motifs and literary
significance that make the work timeless.

Overview of Doctor Faustus

*Doctor Faustus* is a play that revolves around the character of Dr. John
Faustus, a scholar who becomes dissatisfied with the limits of traditional
forms of knowledge such as logic, medicine, law, and theology. Instead,
Faustus turns to the dark arts of necromancy and magic, seeking supernatural
power and unlimited knowledge. The story is essentially a cautionary tale
about the perils of overreaching ambition and the consequences of making a
pact with the devil.

The play is structured around Faustus’s tragic decision to sell his soul to
Lucifer in exchange for 24 years of magical powers. This pact sets the stage
for a dramatic exploration of temptation, regret, and the human desire for
greatness beyond mortal constraints.

Plot Summary of Doctor Faustus by Christopher
Marlowe

Faustus’s Desire for More

The play opens with Faustus reflecting on his mastery of various academic
disciplines but expressing dissatisfaction with the limits of human
knowledge. Feeling confined by the boundaries of traditional scholarship, he
turns to magic as a means to transcend human limitations. Faustus summons the
demon Mephistopheles and strikes a bargain with Lucifer, agreeing to sell his
soul in exchange for 24 years of service from Mephistopheles and magical
abilities.

This initial act of hubris sets the tone for the rest of the play. Faustus is
portrayed as a deeply ambitious man whose thirst for power blinds him to the
spiritual peril he faces.



The Magical Exploits and Temptations

Once Faustus gains his powers, he indulges in various magical feats. He
conjures illusions, travels the world, and mocks the Pope, demonstrating the
extent of his supernatural capabilities. However, despite his magical
prowess, Faustus’s actions often seem petty and trivial, highlighting the
emptiness of his quest for power.

Throughout the play, Faustus is visited by three allegorical figures—the Good
Angel, the Evil Angel, and the Seven Deadly Sins—each representing different
paths he might take. The Good Angel urges repentance and salvation, while the
Evil Angel tempts him to remain defiant and enjoy his powers. Meanwhile, the
Seven Deadly Sins symbolize the moral decay that accompanies Faustus’s
choices.

The Inevitable Decline

As the 24 years draw to a close, Faustus begins to feel the weight of his
impending doom. He experiences moments of remorse and contemplates seeking
forgiveness, but his pride and despair ultimately prevent him from repenting.
The play’s tension builds as Faustus wrestles with his fate, torn between
hope and despair.

In the final act, as the clock strikes midnight on the last day of his pact,
Faustus'’'s fears become reality. Demons appear to claim his soul, and he is
dragged down to hell, marking his tragic downfall. The play closes with a
somber warning about the consequences of unchecked ambition and the spiritual
dangers of turning away from God.

Key Themes and Motifs in Doctor Faustus

Understanding the summary of *Doctor Faustus* by Christopher Marlowe also
requires exploring the themes that enrich the narrative and provide deeper
insights.

The Quest for Knowledge and Power

Faustus’s story reflects the Renaissance humanist ideal of seeking knowledge
but also serves as a warning against overreaching ambition. His desire to
gain godlike powers through magic symbolizes humanity’s eternal quest to
transcend natural limits, but Marlowe shows this quest as dangerous when
divorced from moral considerations.

Good vs. Evil

The play vividly portrays the battle between good and evil forces within
Faustus’s soul. The Good and Evil Angels dramatize this internal conflict,
making Faustus’s choices a moral battleground. This theme resonates with the
Christian worldview prevalent during Marlowe’s time, emphasizing the
importance of repentance and salvation.



The Consequences of Pride and Hubris

Faustus embodies the archetype of the tragic hero whose flaw is excessive
pride. His unwillingness to repent despite knowing the consequences
highlights the destructive nature of pride and its role in human downfall.

Literary Significance and Impact

The summary of *Doctor Faustus* by Christopher Marlowe cannot be complete
without mentioning its lasting influence on literature and culture. Marlowe’s
play is one of the earliest English tragedies and helped establish the genre
of the Renaissance dramatization of Faustian themes. Its exploration of the
complexities of human desire and morality paved the way for later works like
Goethe'’s *Faust*.

The language and dramatic structure of *Doctor Faustus* also showcase
Marlowe’s mastery of blank verse and his ability to create psychologically
rich characters. The play’s moral ambiguity invites readers and audiences to
reflect on their own values and the consequences of their choices.

Understanding Doctor Faustus in Today’s Context

For modern readers, the summary of *Doctor Faustus* by Christopher Marlowe
offers more than just a story about a man who sells his soul. It opens a
window into the human condition, exploring themes of ambition, temptation,
and redemption that remain relevant today. Faustus’s struggle with the limits
of knowledge and the desire for power mirrors contemporary debates about
scientific advancement, ethics, and the cost of progress.

Moreover, the play serves as a reminder of the importance of moral

responsibility. Faustus’s tragic end encourages reflection on the choices we
make and their impact on our lives and the lives of others.

Tips for Reading and Analyzing Doctor Faustus

If you're approaching *Doctor Faustus* for the first time or revisiting it,
here are some tips to deepen your understanding:

e Focus on the duality of Faustus’s character: Notice how his ambition is
both admirable and dangerous.

e Pay attention to the symbolic figures: The Good and Evil Angels, and the
Seven Deadly Sins, represent internal conflicts and moral lessons.

e Consider the historical context: Understanding Elizabethan views on
religion, science, and magic can enrich your interpretation.

e Reflect on the play’s language: Marlowe'’'s poetic style enhances the
dramatic tension and thematic depth.



e Think about the play’s relevance: How do Faustus’s choices relate to
modern-day questions about ambition and ethics?

Exploring these aspects will help you appreciate the complexity and enduring
power of Marlowe’s masterpiece.

In summary, the *summary of Doctor Faustus by Christopher Marlowe* reveals a
rich tapestry of ambition, knowledge, and morality woven into a gripping
narrative. Faustus’s tragic journey from a scholar to a damned soul serves as
both a dramatic story and a profound moral lesson, reminding us of the human
limits and the price of forsaking one’s conscience. Whether you’re a student,
literature enthusiast, or casual reader, diving into *Doctor Faustus* offers
valuable insights into the eternal human struggle between desire and
redemption.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Doctor Faustus by
Christopher Marlowe?

The central theme of Doctor Faustus is the conflict between ambition and
morality, highlighting the consequences of overreaching human limits and
making a pact with the devil for knowledge and power.

Who is the protagonist in Doctor Faustus and what is
his main conflict?

The protagonist is Doctor Faustus, a highly learned scholar who becomes
dissatisfied with traditional knowledge and makes a pact with the devil,
Mephistophilis, leading to his internal struggle between repentance and
damnation.

What happens in the plot of Doctor Faustus?

Doctor Faustus sells his soul to the devil in exchange for 24 years of
magical powers. Throughout the play, he uses his powers for trivial purposes
but ultimately faces despair and damnation when the time expires.

How does Doctor Faustus end?

Doctor Faustus fails to repent for his sins and is ultimately dragged to hell
by demons as a consequence of his pact with the devil, serving as a moral
lesson on the dangers of hubris and temptation.

What role does Mephistophilis play in Doctor Faustus?

Mephistophilis is the demon who serves Lucifer and acts as Faustus's servant
after the pact. He provides Faustus with magical powers but also warns him
about the horrors of hell, symbolizing the temptation and consequences of
sin.



Why is Doctor Faustus considered a tragedy?

Doctor Faustus 1is considered a tragedy because it depicts the downfall of a
great man through his own flaws—his excessive pride and desire for
power—leading to his ultimate destruction and loss of salvation.

Additional Resources

Doctor Faustus by Christopher Marlowe: An In-Depth Summary and Analysis

summary of doctor faustus by christopher marlowe reveals a dramatic
exploration of ambition, knowledge, and the human condition through the lens
of Renaissance tragedy. This seminal work, penned by one of the foremost
playwrights of the Elizabethan era, delves into the life of Dr. Faustus, a
scholar whose insatiable thirst for power and knowledge ultimately leads him
to make a pact with the devil. Marlowe’s play remains a cornerstone of
English literature, offering rich themes and complex characterizations that
resonate with audiences even today.

The story encapsulates the tragic downfall of Doctor Faustus, a man who,
dissatisfied with the limits of traditional academic disciplines such as law,
medicine, and theology, turns to necromancy to transcend human constraints.
The narrative unfolds as Faustus summons Mephistopheles, a demon who becomes
both his servant and tormentor. Through this pact, Faustus exchanges his soul
for twenty-four years of magical powers and worldly pleasures, setting the
stage for a profound examination of free will, temptation, and the
consequences of hubris.

Understanding the Plot and Structure of Doctor
Faustus

The structure of Doctor Faustus is a blend of classical tragedy and morality
play, reflecting the tension between Renaissance humanism and religious
doctrine. The plot is divided into a series of episodes that chronicle
Faustus’s rise and fall, punctuated by scenes of comic relief and
supernatural spectacle.

At the outset, Faustus is portrayed as a brilliant but restless academic. His
dissatisfaction with conventional knowledge drives him to conjure
Mephistopheles, through whom he negotiates his infamous pact with Lucifer.
This agreement grants Faustus immense magical abilities, enabling him to
perform feats that captivate audiences and astonish his peers.

However, as the play progresses, the initial exhilaration of power gives way
to doubt, despair, and regret. Faustus’s internal struggle is mirrored by
external forces, including the Good and Evil Angels who vie for his soul. The
play culminates in a dramatic reckoning as the expiration of the pact
approaches, and Faustus faces eternal damnation.

Thematic Exploration in Doctor Faustus

One of the most compelling aspects of the summary of doctor faustus by



christopher marlowe is its thematic richness. The play interrogates several
enduring themes:

Ambition and Overreaching: Faustus personifies the Renaissance ideal of
limitless human potential, yet his ambition blinds him to moral and
spiritual consequences.

e The Quest for Knowledge: The tension between scholarly pursuits and
forbidden knowledge is central to Faustus’s character arc, highlighting
the dangers of overstepping natural boundaries.

e Good vs. Evil: The allegorical presence of the Good and Evil Angels
represents the internal conflict between salvation and damnation.

e Free Will and Fate: Marlowe probes the extent to which Faustus’s choices
are autonomous or predestined, a question that fuels much scholarly
debate.

Character Analysis: The Complexity of Doctor Faustus

Doctor Faustus himself is a complex figure whose motivations and psychology
invite nuanced interpretation. Unlike traditional tragic heroes whose
downfall results from a singular tragic flaw, Faustus embodies contradictory
impulses. His intellectual arrogance is coupled with moments of doubt and
remorse, which evoke both pity and condemnation.

Mephistopheles, as a servant of Lucifer, is a pivotal character who
facilitates Faustus’s ascent and eventual fall. Yet, he is not merely a
villain; his own despair over his damned state introduces a layer of tragic
irony. The minor characters, including the scholars, the clown, and the Good
and Evil Angels, provide contrasting perspectives that enrich the narrative
texture.

Comparative Perspectives and Literary
Significance

When compared to other Renaissance tragedies, Doctor Faustus stands out for
its fusion of classical elements with contemporary religious anxieties. While
Shakespeare’s tragic heroes often grapple with political intrigue and
personal ambition, Faustus’s tragedy is more existential, focusing on
metaphysical questions about the soul and salvation.

The play’s use of blank verse and vivid imagery contributes significantly to
its dramatic impact. Marlowe’s poetic style elevates the narrative, allowing
audiences to engage deeply with the philosophical dilemmas presented.

Moreover, Doctor Faustus has influenced a wide array of works across genres,
from Goethe'’s Faust to modern adaptations in theater and film. Its
exploration of the Faustian bargain has become a cultural touchstone for
discussions about the cost of unrestrained ambition and the allure of
forbidden knowledge.



Pros and Cons of Doctor Faustus as a Literary Work

e Pros:
o Masterful integration of tragedy and morality play conventions.
o Rich thematic complexity that encourages multiple interpretations.
o Compelling characters with psychological depth.

o Timeless relevance of its central themes.

e Cons:
o The episodic nature of the plot can disrupt narrative momentum.

o Some scenes, particularly comic relief segments, may feel tonally
inconsistent.

o The language and references may pose challenges for contemporary
readers without adequate context.

Summary of Doctor Faustus by Christopher
Marlowe in Modern Context

In today’s literary and cultural landscape, the summary of doctor faustus by
christopher marlowe continues to offer relevant insights. The play’s
exploration of human ambition, ethical boundaries, and the pursuit of
knowledge echoes modern dilemmas surrounding technology, science, and
morality.

The character of Faustus serves as a cautionary figure in an era marked by
rapid innovation and ethical quandaries. His tragic end underscores the
importance of humility and self-awareness in the face of power. Meanwhile,
Marlowe’s nuanced portrayal encourages ongoing dialogue about the balance
between human aspiration and responsibility.

As a staple of academic curricula and theatrical repertoires, Doctor Faustus
invites readers and viewers to reflect on the perennial tension between
desire and consequence. The enduring appeal of this work lies in its ability
to provoke thought while delivering dramatic intensity, ensuring its place in
the canon of English literature.

Ultimately, the summary of doctor faustus by christopher marlowe encapsulates
a timeless narrative that interrogates the human spirit’s quest for meaning
and mastery. Through its layered storytelling and profound themes, the play
remains a vital text for understanding the complexities of ambition and the
moral frameworks that govern human existence.



Summary Of Doctor Faustus By Christopher Marlowe

summary of doctor faustus by christopher marlowe: Doctor Faustus by Christopher
Marlowe (Book Analysis) Bright Summaries, 2019-04-03 Unlock the more straightforward side of
Doctor Faustus with this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary
presents an analysis of Doctor Faustus by Christopher Marlowe. The play’s title character is a
scholar with a seemingly unquenchable thirst for knowledge, which leads him to make a pact with
the devil, brokered by the cunning Mephistopheles. The pact means that he will have 24 years of
unlimited power and access to necromancy, but once this time is up, he will die and be condemned
to Hell for all eternity. Doctor Faustus is among Marlowe’s most famous works; he is also known for
his plays Tamburlaine and Edward II, and his poem Hero and Leander. He was one of the most
important playwrights of the early modern era, and had an important influence on William
Shakespeare. Find out everything you need to know about Doctor Faustus in a fraction of the time!
This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: * A complete plot summary ¢ Character
studies * Key themes and symbols * Questions for further reflection Why choose
BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications are designed to
accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy understanding,
providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of
literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!

summary of doctor faustus by christopher marlowe: Doctor Faustus David Bevington, Eric
Rasmussen, 1993-05-15 This volume in the Revel Plays series, offers reading editions, with modern
spelling, of the 1604 and 1616 editions of Marlowe's play, arguing that the two cannot be conflated
into one. Included are sources and commentary, literary criticism, style and staging/performance
assessments.

summary of doctor faustus by christopher marlowe: Study Guide to Faustus and Other
Works by Christopher Marlowe Intelligent Education, 2020-03-27 A comprehensive study guide
offering in-depth explanation, essay, and test prep for selected works by Christopher Marlowe, the
foremost Elizabethian tragedian of his day. Titles in this study guide include Faustus, Tamburlaine,
Jew of Malta, and Edward II. As Shakespeare’s most important predecessor and influencer of
English drama, Marlowe’s plays are most known for the use of blank verse and their overreaching
protagonists. Moreover, Marlowe took the humanist literary discussion of sexuality further than his
contemporaries, setting the stage for the Elizabethian period’s later years of erotic poetry. This
Bright Notes Study Guide explores the context and history of Marlowe’s classic work, helping
students to thoroughly explore the reasons they have stood the literary test of time. Each Bright
Notes Study Guide contains: - Introductions to the Author and the Work - Character Summaries -
Plot Guides - Section and Chapter Overviews - Test Essay and Study Q&As The Bright Notes Study
Guide series offers an in-depth tour of more than 275 classic works of literature, exploring
characters, critical commentary, historical background, plots, and themes. This set of study guides
encourages readers to dig deeper in their understanding by including essay questions and answers
as well as topics for further research.

summary of doctor faustus by christopher marlowe: Doctor Faustus Christopher Marlowe,
2018-11-15 This fully re-edited, modernised play text is accompanied by commentary notes and an
introduction written by Paul Menzer, guiding you through the fume of fact and legend that have
accompanied the play across the centuries. As well as the complete text of the play, this re-edited
New Mermaids edition includes: - A detailed plot summary and annotations throughout the text - An
annotated bibliography and suggestions for further reading - A comprehensive introduction
exploring the historical and literary context, and performance history, including Orson Welles's 1937
role as Doctor Faustus as well as recent productions at The Globe and the RSC One of the most
spectacular and popular plays of the Elizabethan stage, Christopher Marlowe's Doctor Faustus, with
its fantastical mix of high-minded theology and low-brow slapstick, has allured generations of



https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-176/summary-of-doctor-faustus-by-christopher-marlowe.pdf

readers and playgoers in the ensuing centuries.

summary of doctor faustus by christopher marlowe: Doctor Faustus, Christopher Marlowe
Rebecca Gaines, 2003

summary of doctor faustus by christopher marlowe: A Study Guide for Christopher
Marlowe's "Doctor Faustus (see also "Tragedy of ...")" Gale, Cengage Learning, A Study Guide
for Christopher Marlowe's Doctor Faustus (see also Tragedy of ...), excerpted from Gale's acclaimed
Drama For Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author
biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For
any literature project, trust Drama For Students for all of your research needs.

summary of doctor faustus by christopher marlowe: Christopher Marlowe's Doctor
Faustus Peter F. Mullany, 1965

summary of doctor faustus by christopher marlowe: Quicklet on Homer's The Iliad
(CliffNotes-like Summary, Analysis, and Review) Jean Asta, 2012-03-04 Quicklets: Your Reading
Sidekick! ABOUT THE BOOK At the heart of The Iliad, Homers fantastical epic of gods and
larger-than-life heroes, there beats the essence of the human drama in all of its complexity. In its
epic scope, the story caters to nearly every kind of literary taste by providing a unique mix of action,
politics, romance, mythology, and spirituality. If one were so inclined, it is even possible to draw
some lessons in self-help out of this story. The Iliad, in vivid detail, illustrates what it means to
appreciate life by showing the horrors and brutality of war. In doing so, it provides lessons in love,
duty, honor, courage, and loyalty. The characters inspired me through their unwavering dedication
to the ideals which they held in such high regard. Even amidst the corrupt ambitions of
power-hungry leaders and even the fickle nature of the gods, the heroes believed enough in
themselves to know that their actions, as individuals and as unified people, could change the world.
They believedif they fought, if they loved, if they lived, if they diedthat their deeds would be worthy
of being remembered well after the chaos of their own circumstances. If this message of
transcendence held no truth, then The Iliad itself would not have endured down through the
centuries. MEET THE AUTHOR Jean Asta is the owner of Asta Communications, a freelance
communications company providing writing, editing, and training services for clients around the
globe. She has a BA in English Literature and a Master's in Public Administration, both from the
University of Georgia. EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK The Iliad is primarily about war and the reasons
people fight. Its themes and images, though viewed from an ancient Greek perspective, are
penetrating and applicable to a range of life scenarios, both on and off the battlefield. Its depth and
attention to detail have been praised by countless readers, and the work has spawned numerous
translations and adaptations in literature, theatre, and film. Part mythological tale, part romance,
part historical recordthe work, in essence, is an amalgam of the human experience. In ancient times,
The Iliads depiction of the interaction between gods and men was considered fact, and the various
supernatural occurrences, which may seem over the top by modern standards, were entirely
acceptable explanations for the events which transpire. Stripped of these elements, however, there
remains the classic underdog narrative. A smaller power is on the verge of complete annihilation by
an exponentially larger force and must persevere no matter how hopeless the situation may seem.
The underlying idea has been celebrated throughout history, whether through entirely fictional
conflicts like the Battle of Helms Deep in Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings or through romanticized
versions of historical encounters like those captured in Luo Guanzhongs Romance of the Three
Kingdoms at the Battle of Red Cliff, or even Frank Millers 300, which follows the Spartans and the
Battle of Thermopylae. The Iliad gains the distinction of being one of the oldest works to tackle the
nature of such conflict and, thus, may be considered the standard by which this type of story is
measured... Buy a copy to keep reading! CHAPTER OUTLINE Quicklet On Homer’s “The Iliad” + The
Iliad and How It Colored the Way I See the World + Homer: Seeing Through the Darkness + About
The Iliad + Overall Summary for The Iliad + ...and much more

summary of doctor faustus by christopher marlowe: An Historical Summary of English
Literature Edward William Edmunds, 1920



summary of doctor faustus by christopher marlowe: Christopher Marlowe Harold Bloom,
2009 A contemporary of Shakespeare, Marlowe's life was cut short when he died at the age of 29.
Take a closer look at Tamburlaine Part I and II, The Jew of Malta, Dr. Faustus and Edward II.

summary of doctor faustus by christopher marlowe: Christopher Marlowe Doctor
Faustus Jitendra Kumar Sharma, 1985

summary of doctor faustus by christopher marlowe: Edward II by Christopher Marlowe
(Book Analysis) Bright Summaries, 2019-04-03 Unlock the more straightforward side of Edward II
with this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis
of Edward II by Christopher Marlowe, a history play about the 14th-century English monarch of the
same name. The play is centred on the relationship between the titular character and his favourite,
Gaveston, upon whom he lavishes riches and honours while neglecting his wife and his duties as
king. This creates a rift between the king and the most powerful nobles in the land, who eventually
band together to depose him. Edward II is among Marlowe’s most famous works; he is also known
for his plays Tamburlaine and Doctor Faustus, and his poem Hero and Leander. He was one of the
most important playwrights of the early modern era, and had a significant influence on William
Shakespeare. Find out everything you need to know about Edward II in a fraction of the time! This
in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: ¢ A complete plot summary ¢ Character studies °
Key themes and symbols ¢ Questions for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com?
Available in print and digital format, our publications are designed to accompany you on your
reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect
opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole
new light with BrightSummaries.com!

summary of doctor faustus by christopher marlowe: Plot Summary Index Carol
Koehmstedt Kolar, 1973

summary of doctor faustus by christopher marlowe: Uttar Pradesh Assistant Professor
English Krishna Sharma, This book has been designed as per the latest syllabus of the higher board
that conducts Assistant Professor Exams in the state of Uttar Pradesh. All topics of ten units have
been included in the book. Summaries of plays, novels, and poetries of different writers included in
the syllabus are part of this descriptive book. It covers all units in detail. Important lines and quotes
of writers who are expected to be asked in the exam have been included. It is a descriptive book as
per the latest syllabus of the Uttar Pradesh Higher Education Selection Commission.

summary of doctor faustus by christopher marlowe: A Study Guide for Christopher
Marlowe's "Doctor Faustus (see Also "Tragedy of ...")" Cengage Learning Gale, 2017-07-25 A
Study Guide for Christopher Marlowe's Doctor Faustus (see also Tragedy of ...), excerpted from
Gale's acclaimed Drama For Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character
analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and
much more. For any literature project, trust Drama For Students for all of your research needs.

summary of doctor faustus by christopher marlowe: BRITISH POETRY AND DRAMA: 14TH
TO 17TH CENTURY (ENGLISH- MJC-04) Dr. Ramashray Chauhan, Dr. Laxman Yadav, 2024-11-01
B.A., THIRD SEMESTER ENGLISH- M]JC-04 Uniform Syllabus of all Universities of Bihar According
to National Education Policy (NEP-2020) based on Choice Based Credit System (CBCS) for Four Year
Undergraduate Programme

summary of doctor faustus by christopher marlowe: A Dictionary of Biblical Tradition in
English Literature David Lyle Jeffrey, 1992 Over 15 years in the making, an unprecedented
one-volume reference work. Many of today's students and teachers of literature, lacking a familiarity
with the Bible, are largely ignorant of how Biblical tradition has influenced and infused English
literature through the centuries. An invaluable research tool. Contains nearly 800 encyclopedic
articles written by a distinguished international roster of 190 contributors. Three detailed annotated
bibliographies. Cross-references throughout.

summary of doctor faustus by christopher marlowe: Doctor Faustus Sara Munson Deats,
2015-04-10 Doctor Faustus, is Christopher Marlowe's most popular play and is often seen as one of



the overwhelming triumphs of the English Renaissance. It has had a rich and varied critical history
often arousing violent critical controversy. This guide offers students an introduction to its critical
and performance history, surveying notable stage productions from its initial performance in 1594 to
the present and including TV, audio and cinematic versions. It includes a keynote chapter outlining
major areas of current research on the play and four new critical essays. Finally, a guide to critical,
web-based and production-related resources and an annotated biography provide a basis for further
individual research.

summary of doctor faustus by christopher marlowe: The Handmaid's Tale by Margaret
Atwood (Book Analysis) Bright Summaries, 2018-10-24 Unlock the more straightforward side of The
Handmaid’s Tale with this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary
presents an analysis of The Handmaid'’s Tale by Margaret Atwood, which follows a young woman
named Offred (the Handmaid of the title), who lives in the repressive Republic of Gilead and whose
sole role is to conceive children for the powerful Commander she has been assigned to. Thanks to
her friend Ofglen, she is introduced to the underground resistance movement, but soon discovers
that escaping her position will not be easy. The Handmaid’s Tale was nominated for the 1986 Man
Booker Prize (Atwood has been nominated for the award on numerous occasions, and won it for her
2000 novel The Blind Assassin), and has recently been adapted into a critically acclaimed television
series. Find out everything you need to know about The Handmaid’s Tale in a fraction of the time!
This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: * A complete plot summary ¢ Character
studies * Key themes and symbols * Questions for further reflection Why choose
BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications are designed to
accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy understanding,
providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of
literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!

summary of doctor faustus by christopher marlowe: Toward Other Worlds Michael R.
Collings, 2010-05-01 This collection of 25 essays of literary criticism includes pieces on British poet
John Milton, British fantasy writer C. S. Lewis, American horror writer Stephen King, American SF
and fantasy writer Orson Scott Card, British horror writer Clive Barker, and several others.
Complete with bibliography and index.
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