short stories of roald dahl

**Exploring the Enchanting World of Short Stories of Roald Dahl**

Short stories of Roald Dahl have captivated readers of all ages for decades,
weaving together elements of surprise, dark humor, and unforgettable twists.
While many know Dahl as the beloved author of children’s novels like *Charlie
and the Chocolate Factory* and *Matilda*, his short stories reveal a
different facet of his literary genius. These tales often blend macabre
themes with wit and unexpected endings, making them a treasure trove for
readers seeking something beyond the ordinary.

The Unique Charm of Roald Dahl’s Short Stories

Roald Dahl'’s short stories stand out in the realm of literature because they
offer more than just entertainment—they invite readers into a world where the
unexpected is the norm. Unlike his children’s books, which are often
whimsical and magical, his short stories frequently explore the darker side
of human nature, moral dilemmas, and ironic twists. This duality showcases
Dahl’s versatility and depth as a storyteller.

#### The Blend of Dark Humor and Morality

One of the most intriguing aspects of Dahl’s short stories is his masterful
use of dark humor. Whether it’s a tale of revenge, an ironic twist of fate,
or a cleverly disqguised moral lesson, Dahl’s narratives keep readers on their
toes. His stories often end with a punchline that is both satisfying and
thought-provoking, a hallmark that has inspired countless writers and
storytellers.

Popular Collections of Roald Dahl’s Short Stories

For those eager to dive into the short stories of Roald Dahl, several
collections stand out as essential reading. These anthologies gather some of
his most compelling and memorable tales, perfect for readers who appreciate a
quick yet impactful narrative experience.

#### *Tales of the Unexpected*

Perhaps the most famous collection, *Tales of the Unexpected*, features
stories that were adapted into a popular television series. These stories
often revolve around everyday situations turned bizarre or sinister,
highlighting Dahl’s talent for turning mundane scenarios into thrilling
narratives.

#### *Someone Like You*



This collection delves into the macabre and mysterious, showcasing Dahl’s
flair for suspense and surprise. Stories like “Lamb to the Slaughter” and
“The Landlady” are renowned for their chilling twists and have become
classics in the genre of short horror fiction.

#### *Kiss Kiss*

Known for its darker and more mature themes, *Kiss Kiss* contains stories
that explore human psychology, greed, and cruelty. Dahl’'s storytelling here
is sharp and unrelenting, making readers question the nature of justice and
fate.

Themes and Styles in Roald Dahl’s Short Stories

Understanding the recurring themes and stylistic choices in the short stories
of Roald Dahl can enrich the reading experience. His narratives are more than
just clever plots; they reflect deeper insights into human behavior and
societal norms.

#### Irony and Unexpected Endings

Almost every story culminates in an unexpected twist, a technique that Dahl
perfected. This approach not only surprises readers but also serves as a
commentary on the unpredictability of life and the consequences of one’s
actions.

#### Exploration of Human Nature

Many of Dahl’s stories investigate the darker impulses within people—greed,

cruelty, deceit-while also sometimes offering a glimpse of justice or poetic
retribution. This exploration makes the stories resonate on a psychological

level.

#### Simple Yet Vivid Language

Dahl’s writing style in his short stories is accessible yet rich in imagery,
making them appealing to a broad audience. His ability to create a vivid
atmosphere with concise prose is a testament to his skill as a storyteller.

Why Short Stories of Roald Dahl Remain Relevant
Today

In today’'s fast-paced world, short stories provide a perfect literary escape,
and Roald Dahl’s works remain incredibly relevant. His stories are not only
entertaining but also provoke thought and discussion, making them valuable
for both casual readers and literary enthusiasts.



#### Educational Value and Literary Influence

Teachers and educators often use Dahl’s short stories to introduce students
to narrative techniques like irony, foreshadowing, and characterization. The
stories’ engaging plots and memorable characters make them ideal for
classroom discussions and literary analysis.

#### Inspiration for Modern Writers and Media

The influence of Dahl’'s short stories extends beyond literature into film,
television, and theater. Many contemporary writers cite Dahl’s work as an
inspiration for their own storytelling, appreciating his blend of dark humor
and moral complexity.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating Roald Dahl’s Short
Stories

If you’'re new to the short stories of Roald Dahl or looking to deepen your
appreciation, here are some tips to enhance your experience:

- **Read with an open mind:** Expect the unexpected and be prepared for
twists that challenge your assumptions.

- **Pay attention to details:** Dahl often plants subtle clues that
foreshadow the story’s ending.

- **Reflect on the themes:** Consider what each story says about human nature
or society.

- **Discuss with others:** Sharing thoughts about the stories can uncover new
interpretations and insights.

Notable Short Stories to Start With

If you're eager to sample some of the best short stories of Roald Dahl, these
stand out as excellent entry points:

- **“Lamb to the Slaughter”** — A chilling story of betrayal and poetic
justice.

- **“The Landlady”** — A subtly creepy tale with an unforgettable climax.

- **“Man from the South”** — A suspenseful story involving a bizarre wager.
- **“The Way Up to Heaven”** — A darkly humorous story about patience and
revenge.

Each of these stories exemplifies Dahl’s talent for combining gripping plots
with sharp, often unsettling endings.



The Enduring Legacy of Roald Dahl’s Short Stories

Roald Dahl’s short stories continue to enchant and provoke readers, proving
that great storytelling transcends time and age. Whether you’re drawn to
their clever twists, moral complexities, or simply the sheer enjoyment of a
well-told tale, these stories remain a vital part of literary culture.
Exploring the short stories of Roald Dahl is not just about reading; it’s
about experiencing the unexpected and discovering new layers of meaning with
every turn of the page.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the most popular short stories
written by Roald Dahl?

Some of the most popular short stories by Roald Dahl include 'Lamb to the
Slaughter,' 'The Landlady,' 'Man from the South,' 'The Way Up to Heaven,' and
'Taste.' These stories are known for their dark humor, unexpected twists, and
engaging narratives.

What themes are commonly explored in Roald Dahl's
short stories?

Roald Dahl's short stories often explore themes such as deception, revenge,
irony, and the darker side of human nature. Many of his stories feature
surprise endings and twist plots that challenge readers' expectations.

Are Roald Dahl's short stories suitable for
children?

While Roald Dahl is famous for his children's books, many of his short
stories are intended for an adult audience due to their mature themes, dark
humor, and sometimes violent or macabre content. However, some collections
like 'Roald Dahl's Book of Ghost Stories' can be enjoyed by older children
and teens with parental guidance.

Where can I find collections of Roald Dahl's short
stories?

Roald Dahl's short stories are compiled in various collections such as
'Someone Like You,' 'Kiss Kiss,' and 'Tales of the Unexpected.' These books
are widely available in bookstores, libraries, and online platforms like
Amazon and e-book stores.



What makes Roald Dahl's short stories unique
compared to other authors?

Roald Dahl's short stories stand out due to their masterful use of suspense,
dark humor, and unexpected plot twists. His ability to blend the macabre with
wit and his distinctive narrative style create memorable stories that often
leave a lasting impact on readers.

Additional Resources
Short Stories of Roald Dahl: An In-depth Exploration of His Narrative Craft

short stories of roald dahl have long captivated readers with their unique
blend of wit, darkness, and unexpected twists. While Dahl is predominantly
celebrated for his imaginative children’s books, his short stories reveal a
different facet of his literary genius—one that appeals to adult audiences
and showcases his mastery of suspense, irony, and human psychology. This
article delves into the multifaceted world of Roald Dahl’s short stories,
examining their themes, stylistic features, and enduring appeal within the
broader context of 20th-century literature.

Understanding the Appeal of Roald Dahl’s Short
Stories

Roald Dahl'’s short stories stand apart for their sharp narrative precision
and dark humor. Unlike his more whimsical children’s tales, these stories
often explore sinister or macabre themes, frequently culminating in a twist
ending that challenges the reader’s expectations. This storytelling technique
has contributed to Dahl’s reputation as a master of the short story format,
particularly in the genres of horror, mystery, and psychological thriller.

One distinguishing characteristic of the short stories of Roald Dahl is their
concise structure coupled with complex characters who often reveal unexpected
depths. His ability to craft vivid scenes and develop tension within a
limited word count highlights his skill as a storyteller. These stories also
reflect Dahl’s own experiences—from his time as a Royal Air Force pilot in
World War II to his encounters in the British expatriate community—which
enrich the narratives with authenticity and nuance.

Key Themes in Roald Dahl’s Short Stories

Several recurring themes emerge throughout Dahl’s short story collections,
illuminating his worldview and narrative interests:



e Morality and Retribution: Many stories focus on characters facing
consequences for their greed, cruelty, or deceit, often through ironic
or poetic justice.

e The Uncanny and Supernatural: Elements of the eerie or otherworldly
frequently appear, creating unsettling atmospheres that heighten
suspense.

e Human Folly and Flaws: Dahl keenly observes human weaknesses such as
vanity, arrogance, and naivety, often using these traits to drive the
plot.

e Dark Humor and Satire: His stories blend macabre situations with wit,
making the grim subject matter more palatable and thought-provoking.

Notable Collections and Stories

The short stories of Roald Dahl are primarily compiled in several
collections, each showcasing different facets of his narrative style and
thematic concerns.

"Someone Like You" and "Kiss Kiss"

"Someone Like You" (1953) and "Kiss Kiss" (1960) are two of Dahl'’s earliest
and most influential collections. They established his reputation as a writer
capable of blending horror, suspense, and dark comedy. Stories like “Lamb to
the Slaughter,” where a seemingly innocent housewife commits a shocking
crime, and “The Landlady,” featuring a chilling encounter at a boarding
house, exemplify Dahl’s knack for unsettling twists.

These collections highlight his ability to subvert everyday situations into
suspenseful narratives. The stories often employ unreliable narrators or
surprise revelations that compel readers to reevaluate their assumptions.
Such storytelling techniques have been studied extensively in literary
circles for their psychological depth and craftsmanship.

"Switch Bitch" and Later Works

Later collections like "Switch Bitch" (1974) lean more into adult themes,
exploring human relationships and sexuality with Dahl’s characteristic dark
humor. The stories maintain the author’s signature surprise endings but often
delve deeper into complex emotional and moral landscapes.



While these later works were met with mixed critical response due to their
sometimes controversial content, they nonetheless demonstrate Dahl’s
willingness to challenge societal norms and push the boundaries of the short
story form.

Stylistic Features and Narrative Techniques

Roald Dahl’s short stories are distinguished by several stylistic hallmarks
that contribute to their lasting impact.

The Twist Ending

Perhaps the most iconic feature of Dahl’s short stories is the twist ending.
This narrative device not only surprises the reader but often serves as a
moral or ironic commentary on the story’s events. The effectiveness of these
endings lies in their careful foreshadowing and subtle clues embedded
throughout the narrative, which invite readers to piece together the puzzle
before the final reveal.

Economy of Language

Dahl’s prose is notably economical yet vivid, with precise word choices that
create strong imagery and mood without superfluous detail. This conciseness
enhances pacing, allowing tension to build steadily until the climax.

Characterization Through Dialogue

Dialogue in Dahl’s short stories is often sharp and revealing, providing
insight into characters’ motivations and personalities. His use of colloquial
speech and regional dialects adds authenticity and helps differentiate
characters quickly in the brevity of short fiction.

The Impact and Legacy of Dahl’s Short Stories

Roald Dahl’s contributions to the short story genre have influenced both
literary and popular culture. His ability to engage readers across age groups
with suspenseful, morally complex tales has inspired countless writers and
filmmakers.

Despite being overshadowed in popular memory by his children’s books, the
short stories of Roald Dahl continue to be studied in academic settings for



their narrative innovation and psychological depth. Adaptations of his
stories into radio plays, television episodes, and graphic novels further
attest to their enduring relevance.

Moreover, Dahl’s influence is evident in the works of contemporary authors
who embrace elements of dark humor and surprise endings. The balance he
struck between accessibility and sophistication remains a benchmark for
effective short story writing.

Challenges and Criticisms

While widely praised, Dahl’s short stories have not been without criticism.
Some readers find the darker themes and abrupt conclusions unsettling or
overly cynical. Additionally, certain depictions in his stories have sparked
debates about cultural sensitivity and representation, reflecting broader
conversations about the responsibilities of authors in portraying diverse
characters.

Nevertheless, these critiques contribute to ongoing dialogues about the
evolution of short fiction and its role in reflecting societal values.

Where to Explore Roald Dahl’s Short Stories
Today

For readers interested in exploring the short stories of Roald Dahl, several
comprehensive collections are readily available in print and digital formats.
Anthologies such as "The Collected Short Stories of Roald Dahl" provide a
curated experience that showcases the breadth of his work.

Libraries, bookstores, and online platforms like Kindle and Audible offer
accessible options for readers to engage with these stories. Additionally,
academic publications and literary journals often include analyses and
discussions that can enrich one’s understanding of Dahl’s narrative
techniques and thematic concerns.

In sum, the short stories of Roald Dahl present a compelling intersection of
entertainment and literary artistry. Their continued popularity and scholarly
interest attest to their significance within both popular and literary
canons.

Short Stories Of Roald Dahl

short stories of roald dahl: The Collected Short Stories of Roald Dahl Roald Dahl, 1992 A
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complete collection of the superb short stories which have appeared in: Over To You, Kiss Kiss,
Someone Like You, Switch Bitch and eight further stories: The Umberella man; Mr Botibol;
Vengeance in Mine inc; The Butler; Ah, Sweet Mystery of Life; The Bookseller; The Hitchhiker, The
Surgeon.

short stories of roald dahl: The Complete Short Stories Roald Dahl, 2013-09-12 The
Complete Short Stories of Roald Dahl in the first of two unsettling and sinister volumes. 'They are
brutal, these stories, and yet you finish reading each one with a smile, or maybe even a hollow laugh,
certainly a shiver of gratification, because the conclusion always seems so right' Charlie Higson,
from his introduction. Roald Dahl is one of the most popular writers of the modern age, effortlessly
writing for children and adults alike. In this, the first of two volumes chronologically collecting all
his published adult short stories, we see how Dahl began by using his experiences in the war to
write fiction but quickly turned to his powerful and dark imagination to pen some of the most
unsettling and disquieting tales ever written. In 27 stories, written between 1944 and 1953, we
encounter such classic tales as 'Man from the South', featuring a wager with appalling
consequences; 'Lamb to the Slaughter', in which a wife murders her husband yet has a novel idea for
throwing the police off the scent; and in "The Sound Machine', the horrific truth about plants is
revealed. Enter the sinister, twisted world of Roald Dahl: whether you're young or old, you'll never
want to leave. 'Roald Dahl is one of the few writers I know whose work can accurately be described
as addictive' Irish Times 'The great magician' Spectator Look out for Volume Two, introduced by
Anthony Horowitz Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for children, also
wrote scores of short stories for adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed
and were most recently the inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy
Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make readers shiver today.

short stories of roald dahl: Collected Stories of Roald Dahl Roald Dahl, 2006-10-17 The only
hardcover edition of Roald Dahl’s stories for adults, the Collected Stories amply showcases his
singular gifts as a fabulist and a born storyteller. Later known for his immortal children’s books,
including Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, and The BFG, Dahl also
had a genius for adult short fiction, which he wrote throughout his life. Whether fictionalizing his
dramatic exploits as a Royal Air Force pilot during World War II or concocting the ingeniously
plotted fables that were dramatized on television as Tales of the Unexpected, Dahl was brilliant at
provoking in his readers the overwhelming desire to know what happens next—and at satisfying that
desire in ways that feel both surprising and inevitable. Filled with devilish plot twists, his tales
display a tantalizing blend of macabre humor and the absurdly grotesque. From “The Landlady,”
about an unusual boardinghouse that features a small but very permanent clientele, to “Pig,” a
brutally funny look at vegetarianism, to “Man from the South,” in which a fanatical gambler does his
betting with hammer, nails, and a butcher’s knife, Dahl’s creations amuse and shock us in equal
measure, gleefully reminding us of what might lurk beneath the surface of the ordinary.

short stories of roald dahl: Cruelty Roald Dahl, 2016-08-25 PERFECT for fans of Roald Dahl.
Think you know Dahl? Think again. There's still a whole world of Dahl to discover in a newly
collected book of his deliciously dark tales for adults . . . 'Cruelty has a human heart . . ." Even when
we mean to be kind we can sometimes be cruel. We each have a streak of nastiness inside us. In
these ten tales of cruelty master storyteller Roald Dahl explores how and why it is we make others
suffer. Among others, you'll read the story of two young bullies and the boy they torment, the
adulterous wife who uncovers her husband's secret, the man with a painting tattooed on his back
whose value he doesn't appreciate and the butler and chef who run rings around their obnoxious
employer. Roald Dahl reveals even more about the darker side of human nature in seven other
centenary editions: Lust, Madness, Deception, Innocence, Trickery, War and Fear.

short stories of roald dahl: The Wish (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl, 2012-09-13 The
Wish is a short, sharp, chilling story from Roald Dahl, the master of the shocking tale In The Wish,
Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells a sinister story about the darker side of human



nature. Here, an imaginative boy plays a game that quickly gets out of hand . . . The Wish is taken
from the short story collection Someone Like You, which includes seventeen other devious and
shocking stories, featuring the wife who serves a dish that baffles the police; a curious machine that
reveals the horrifying truth about plants; the man waiting to be bitten by the venomous snake asleep
on his stomach; and others. 'The absolute master of the twist in the tale.' (Observer ) This story is
also available as a Penguin digital audio download read by the sublime Stephen Mangan. Roald Dahl,
the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the
Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for
adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most recently the
inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories
continue to make readers shiver today.

short stories of roald dahl: The Collected Short Stories of Roald Dahl. Volume I., 1994

short stories of roald dahl: A Second Roald Dahl Selection Roald Dahl, 1988-03-01

short stories of roald dahl: Katina (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl, 2012-09-13
Katina is a short, gripping story of life in wartime from Roald Dahl, the master of the shocking tale.
In Katina, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells of a young Greek girl fascinated by
the British planes and airbase that have come to her village. Katina is taken from the short story
collection Over to You, which includes nine other dramatic and terrifying tales of life as a wartime
fighter pilot, and is drawn from Dahl's own experiences during the Second World War. This story is
also available as a Penguin digital audio download read by Cillian Murphy. Roald Dahl, the brilliant
and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach,
Matilda, and many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults. These
delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for the
West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make
readers shiver today.

short stories of roald dahl: The Best of Roald Dahl Roald Dahl, 1983 This collection brings
together Dahl's finest work, illustrating his genius for the horrific and grotesque which is
unparalleled. Dahl has the mastery of plot and characters possessed by great writers of the past,
along with a wildness and wryness of his own. One of his trademarks is writing beautifully about the
ugly, even the horrible. --Los Angeles Times An ingenious imagination, a fascination with odd and
ordinary detail, and a lust for its thorough exploitation are the...strengths of Dahl's storytelling.
--New York Times Book Review

short stories of roald dahl: The Landlady (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl, 2012-09-13
The Landlady is a brilliant gem of a short story from Roald Dahl, the master of the sting in the tail. In
The Landlady, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells a sinister story about the darker
side of human nature. Here, a young man in need of room meets a most accommodating landlady . . .
The Landlady is taken from the short story collection Kiss Kiss, which includes ten other devious and
shocking stories, featuring the wife who pawns the mink coat from her lover with unexpected
results; the priceless piece of furniture that is the subject of a deceitful bargain; a wronged woman
taking revenge on her dead husband, and others. 'Unnerving bedtime stories, subtle, proficient,
hair-raising and done to a turn.' (San Francisco Chronicle ) This story is also available as a Penguin
digital audio download read by Tamsin Greig. Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed
author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more
classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults. These delightfully disturbing tales
have often been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's
Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make readers shiver today.

short stories of roald dahl: A Roald Dahl Selection Roald Dahl, 1980 This is a collection of
nine short stories by one of Britain's best-loved writers. This edition is part of a series of pre- and
post-1914 works chosen especially for 14-18 year olds. The series features fiction, anthologies,
poetry, plays and non-fiction.

short stories of roald dahl: The Last Act (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl,



2012-09-13 The Last Act is a short, sharp, sad story from Roald Dahl, the master of the twist in the
tale. In The Last Act, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells a story of human
darkness and frailty. Here, a woman's reconnection with an old-flame does not go as expected . . .
The Last Act is taken from the short story collection Switch Bitch, which includes three other black
comedies which capture the ins and outs, highs and lows of sex. 'One of the most widely read and
influential writers of our generation.' (The Times ) This story is also available as a Penguin digital
audio download read by Gillian Anderson. Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author
of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics
for children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have
often been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's
Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make readers shiver today.

short stories of roald dahl: The Champion of the World (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl,
2012-09-13 The Champion of the World is a brilliant gem of a short story from Roald Dahl, the
master of the sting in the tail. In The Champion of the World, Roald Dahl, one of the world's
favourite authors, tells a funny story about low cunning in the country. Here, a pair of poachers
discover a foolproof way to bag pheasants . . . The Champion of the World is taken from the short
story collection Kiss Kiss, which includes ten other devious and shocking stories, featuring the wife
who pawns the mink coat from her lover with unexpected results; the priceless piece of furniture
that is the subject of a deceitful bargain; a wronged woman taking revenge on her dead husband,
and others. 'Unnerving bedtime stories, subtle, proficient, hair-raising and done to a turn.' (San
Francisco Chronicle ) This story is also available as a Penguin digital audio download read by
Stephen Mangan. Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for children, also
wrote scores of short stories for adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed
and were most recently the inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy
Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make readers shiver today.

short stories of roald dahl: A Piece of Cake (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl,
2012-09-13 A Piece of Cake is a short, gripping story of life in wartime from Roald Dahl, the master
of the shocking tale. In A Piece of Cake, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells the
horrific story of a pilot whose plane crashes in the desert. A Piece of Cake is taken from the short
story collection Over to You, which includes nine other dramatic and terrifying tales of life as a
wartime fighter pilot, and is drawn from Dahl's own experiences during the Second World War. This
story is also available as a Penguin digital audio download read by Julian Rhind-Tutt. Roald Dahl, the
brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant
Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults.
These delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for
the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to
make readers shiver today.

short stories of roald dahl: Selected Short Stories of Roald Dahl Roald Dahl, 1968 Stories
from two earlier volumes:Someone like you and Kiss, kiss.

short stories of roald dahl: Someone Like You Roald Dahl, 2009-12-07 In Someone Like You
are fifteen classic tales told by the grand master of the short story, Roald Dahl. Here, in Roald Dahl's
first collection of his world famous dark and sinister adult stories, a wife serves a dish that baffles
the police; a harmless bet suddenly becomes anything but; a curious machine reveals a horrifying
truth about plants; and a man lies awake waiting to be bitten by the venomous snake asleep on his
stomach. Through vendettas and desperate quests, bitter memories and sordid fantasies, Roald
Dahl's stories portray the strange and unexpected, sending a shiver down the spine. 'One of the most
widely read and influential writers of our generation' The Times Roald Dahl, the brilliant and
worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach,
Matilda, and many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults. These
delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for the



West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make
readers shiver today.

short stories of roald dahl: Yesterday was Beautiful (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl,
2012-09-13 Yesterday was Beautiful is a short, gripping story of life in wartime from Roald Dahl, the
master of the shocking tale. In Yesterday was Beautiful, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite
authors, tells of a bailed out pilot in Greece looking for assistance from the natives . . . Yesterday
was Beautiful is taken from the short story collection Over to You, which includes nine other
dramatic and terrifying tales of life as a wartime fighter pilot, and is drawn from Dahl's own
experiences during the Second World War. This story is also available as a Penguin digital audio
download read by Juliet Stevenson. Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for
children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have often
been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted
Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make readers shiver today.

short stories of roald dahl: The Visitor (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl, 2012-09-13
The Visitor is an amusing and chilling story from Roald Dahl, the master of the twist in the tale. In
The Visitor, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells a funny, fruity story about one of
his favourite characters, adventurer and seducer Oswald Hendryks Cornelius. Here, Uncle Oswald
gets more than he bargained for in Arabia . . . The Visitor is taken from the short story collection
Switch Bitch, which includes three other black comedies which capture the ins and outs, highs and
lows of sex (including another Uncle Oswald story, Bitch). 'One of the most widely read and
influential writers of our generation.' (The Times ) This story is also available as a Penguin digital
audio download read by Richard E. Grant and Derek Jacobi. Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide
acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and
many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults. These delightfully
disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for the West End
play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make readers
shiver today.

short stories of roald dahl: Pig (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl, 2012-09-13 Pig is a
brilliant gem of a short story from Roald Dahl, the master of the sting in the tail. In Pig, Roald Dahl,
one of the world's favourite authors, tells a sinister story about the darker side of human nature.
Here, a boy who grows into an accomplished cook goes in search of a final, elusive recipe . . . Pig is
taken from the short story collection Kiss Kiss, which includes ten other devious and shocking
stories, featuring the wife who pawns the mink coat from her lover with unexpected results; the
priceless piece of furniture that is the subject of a deceitful bargain; a wronged woman taking
revenge on her dead husband, and others. 'Unnerving bedtime stories, subtle, proficient, hair-raising
and done to a turn.' (San Francisco Chronicle ) This story is also available as a Penguin digital audio
download read by Stephanie Beacham. Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for
children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have often
been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted
Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make readers shiver today.
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features Dahl's notorious hedonist Oswald Hendryks Cornelius (or plain old Uncle Oswald), whose
exploits are frequently as extraordinary as they are scandalous. In “Bitch” as well as in the other
black comedies of Switch Bitch, Roald Dahl brilliantly captures the ins and outs, highs and lows of
sex. Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory,
James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short
stories for adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed and were the inspiration



for the West End play Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to
make readers shiver today.
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