
shirley temple in the little princess

**Shirley Temple in The Little Princess: A Timeless Classic of Childhood Innocence**

shirley temple in the little princess remains one of the most endearing images in classic Hollywood

cinema. This iconic role not only showcased Shirley Temple’s extraordinary talent as a child actress

but also brought to life a beloved story that continues to captivate audiences of all ages. The film, a

1939 adaptation of Frances Hodgson Burnett’s novel, is a shining example of how Shirley Temple’s

charm and charisma could transform a simple tale into a heartwarming cinematic experience.

The Magic of Shirley Temple in The Little Princess

When discussing Shirley Temple in the little princess, it’s impossible not to highlight how she

embodied the character of Sara Crewe with a blend of innocence, resilience, and kindness. At just

around six years old, Temple brought a depth to the role that belied her age, making Sara’s journey

from a wealthy girl to a penniless orphan and back again feel profoundly real and emotionally

resonant.

Why This Role Was Pivotal for Shirley Temple

Shirley Temple was already a rising star by the time she took on The Little Princess, but this film

solidified her status as Hollywood’s beloved child actress. Unlike some of her earlier roles that focused

heavily on singing and dancing, The Little Princess allowed her to showcase a more dramatic,

narrative-driven performance.

- **Emotional range:** Shirley displayed vulnerability and strength, navigating Sara’s hardships with a

maturity rare for child actors.



- **Character relatability:** Her portrayal made audiences empathize deeply with Sara’s plight,

elevating the story beyond a mere children’s tale.

- **Cultural impact:** The film’s release during the late 1930s, a time when the world was grappling

with economic difficulties, made Sara’s resilience particularly inspiring.

The Story Behind The Little Princess

The Little Princess, based on the classic novel by Frances Hodgson Burnett, tells the story of Sara

Crewe, a young girl sent to a boarding school in London. When her father is presumed dead, she is

stripped of her wealth and status, forced to become a servant to her former classmates. Despite these

hardships, Sara maintains her dignity, kindness, and imagination, which ultimately lead to a happy

resolution.

How Shirley Temple’s Performance Captured the Novel’s Spirit

One of the reasons Shirley Temple in the little princess stands out is how faithfully she conveyed the

novel’s themes. The story is not just about loss but also about hope, kindness, and the power of

imagination—qualities that Temple’s natural warmth enhanced on screen.

- **Imaginative storytelling:** The film features moments where Sara’s vivid imagination transforms her

bleak surroundings, a concept Shirley portrayed with enchanting sincerity.

- **Kindness and empathy:** Temple’s Sara treats everyone with compassion, a trait that resonates

strongly with viewers.

- **Strength in adversity:** Shirley Temple’s ability to depict quiet strength helped underline the novel’s

message of perseverance.



Behind the Scenes: Making of The Little Princess

The production of The Little Princess was a significant undertaking for 20th Century Fox, and Shirley

Temple was at the heart of it. Known for her professionalism even as a child, Temple worked

alongside director Walter Lang to bring the story to life.

Shirley Temple’s Working Conditions and Preparation

- **Rigorous filming schedule:** Despite her young age, Shirley was known for her disciplined

approach to acting, often rehearsing scenes multiple times to perfect her performance.

- **Costume and set design:** The lavish costumes and detailed sets helped create an authentic

Edwardian-era atmosphere, enhancing the film’s visual appeal.

- **Music and choreography:** Although The Little Princess was less focused on musical numbers than

some of Temple’s other films, her singing and dancing talents were still showcased in select scenes,

delighting audiences familiar with her multifaceted skills.

Supporting Cast and Their Roles

The film also featured notable performances by actors such as Richard Greene as Captain Crewe and

Anita Louise as Miss Minchin, the strict headmistress. Their interactions with Shirley Temple’s Sara

created a dynamic that balanced cruelty and kindness, further enriching the story.

Legacy of Shirley Temple in The Little Princess

Nearly a century later, Shirley Temple in the little princess remains a cherished film for many reasons.

It represents not only a high point in the actress’s career but also a timeless story that continues to



inspire.

Impact on Future Adaptations

The Little Princess has been adapted numerous times, yet Shirley Temple’s version is often

considered the definitive one. Her performance set a high standard for child actors in family dramas

and helped popularize the story worldwide.

Influence on Popular Culture

- **Iconic imagery:** The image of Shirley Temple in her signature curly hair and frilly dresses as Sara

Crewe is frequently referenced in media and nostalgic retrospectives.

- **Merchandise and memorabilia:** From dolls to posters, Shirley Temple’s portrayal has been

immortalized in various forms, highlighting its lasting appeal.

- **Inspiration for young actors:** Many child performers cite Shirley Temple’s role in The Little

Princess as an inspiration for their own careers.

Why The Little Princess Still Resonates Today

Beyond Shirley Temple’s star power, The Little Princess continues to resonate because it touches on

universal themes that are relevant regardless of era.

The Enduring Appeal of Childhood Resilience

Sara Crewe’s story is a powerful reminder of how hope and kindness can prevail even in the darkest

times. This message, delivered so effectively by Shirley Temple, appeals to both children and adults,



making it a perfect family film.

Lessons in Empathy and Imagination

The film encourages viewers to look beyond material wealth and to value inner strength and

compassion. It also celebrates the power of imagination as a means of escaping hardship—a concept

that remains universally appealing.

Tips for Watching Shirley Temple in The Little Princess Today

If you’re planning to watch this classic film, here are some suggestions to enhance your experience:

**Watch with family:** The story’s themes are perfect for sharing with children and sparking

discussions about kindness and resilience.

**Pay attention to details:** Notice the period costumes and set design that bring the early 1900s

to life.

**Focus on Shirley Temple’s expressions:** Her nuanced acting conveys much without words,

offering a masterclass in child performance.

**Explore the original book:** Reading Frances Hodgson Burnett’s novel alongside the film can

deepen your appreciation of the story and its adaptation.

Shirley Temple in the little princess is more than just a film; it’s a window into Hollywood’s golden age

and a testament to the enduring power of storytelling through the eyes of a child. Whether you’re a



longtime fan or discovering it for the first time, this classic continues to warm hearts and inspire

generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who played the role of the little princess in the Shirley Temple movie?

Shirley Temple herself played the role of the little princess in the 1939 movie "The Little Princess."

What is the plot of Shirley Temple's "The Little Princess"?

The movie follows Sara Crewe, a wealthy and imaginative young girl sent to a boarding school in

England, who faces hardships after her father's supposed death but remains hopeful and kind-hearted

throughout.

How was Shirley Temple's performance in "The Little Princess"

received by audiences?

Shirley Temple's performance was highly praised for her charm, acting skills, and ability to convey

innocence and resilience, making the film one of her most beloved works.

Is "The Little Princess" based on a book, and did Shirley Temple's

version stay true to it?

Yes, the film is based on Frances Hodgson Burnett's novel "A Little Princess." The 1939 adaptation

starring Shirley Temple stays largely true to the book's themes, though some elements were altered for

the screen.

What songs did Shirley Temple perform in "The Little Princess"?

Shirley Temple performed memorable songs such as "The World Owes Me a Living" and "Knights of



the Road" in "The Little Princess," showcasing her singing and dancing talents.

Additional Resources

**Shirley Temple in The Little Princess: A Timeless Performance in Classic Cinema**

shirley temple in the little princess stands as one of the defining moments in early Hollywood cinema,

marking a significant chapter in the career of the beloved child star. The 1939 film, directed by Walter

Lang and produced by 20th Century Fox, presents Temple in the role of Sara Crewe, a young girl

navigating hardship and resilience in a boarding school during the British Raj. This article delves into

the nuances of Temple’s performance, the film’s contextual background, and its lasting impact on

cinematic storytelling and popular culture.

Historical Context and Production Background

By the late 1930s, Shirley Temple was already an established icon, known for her charisma, singing,

and dancing in a variety of family-friendly films. The release of *The Little Princess* came at a pivotal

time when Temple was transitioning from short musical comedies to more narrative-driven, emotionally

nuanced roles. Adapted from Frances Hodgson Burnett’s 1905 novel *A Little Princess*, the film

provided a platform for Temple to showcase not only her trademark charm but also her capacity for

dramatic depth.

The production was ambitious for its time, incorporating elaborate set designs that recreated the

Victorian-era boarding school atmosphere and elements of the British colonial experience in India. This

backdrop added a layer of complexity to the narrative, intertwining themes of imperialism, class

disparity, and childhood innocence.



Shirley Temple’s Portrayal of Sara Crewe: An Analysis

Temple’s interpretation of Sara Crewe is notable for its balance between vulnerability and strength.

Unlike many of her earlier roles, which emphasized cheerful innocence, her character in *The Little

Princess* embodies resilience in the face of adversity. After her father’s presumed death in a war,

Sara faces cruelty and neglect from the headmistress Miss Minchin, yet maintains hope and kindness

throughout her ordeal.

Her performance is nuanced, avoiding excessive sentimentality while still eliciting empathy from

audiences. This is evident in key scenes where Temple conveys complex emotions through subtle

facial expressions and body language, particularly in moments of solitude or confrontation. The film

also capitalizes on Temple’s natural rapport with the camera, inviting viewers into Sara’s world with an

intimacy that enhances the storytelling.

Comparative Perspective: Shirley Temple in The Little Princess

vs. Other Roles

When compared to Temple’s other iconic films such as *Bright Eyes* (1934) or *Curly Top* (1935),

*The Little Princess* stands out for its more serious tone and narrative depth. While her earlier roles

often centered around light-hearted musical numbers and comedic sequences, *The Little Princess*

shifts toward a melodramatic structure, demanding a broader emotional range.

This transition reflects both Temple’s personal growth as a performer and the studio’s strategic efforts

to evolve her image beyond that of a mere child star. The film’s success demonstrated that audiences

were receptive to seeing Temple in more mature and layered roles, which arguably paved the way for

child actors in subsequent generations to tackle complex characters.



Key Themes and Cinematic Techniques

*The Little Princess* explores several enduring themes: the endurance of hope, the power of

imagination, and the critique of social hierarchies. Sara’s imaginative escapism, often manifested

through storytelling and fantasy sequences, serves as a coping mechanism and a symbol of inner

strength.

From a cinematic perspective, the film utilizes lighting and set design to contrast Sara’s bleak reality

with her vibrant inner world. Soft lighting and warm tones are prevalent in scenes depicting Sara’s

memories of India or her fantasies, while colder, harsher lighting underscores the oppressive

atmosphere of the boarding school. These visual cues reinforce the emotional narrative and highlight

Temple’s expressive performance.

Legacy and Influence of Shirley Temple in The Little Princess

The cultural resonance of *The Little Princess* and Shirley Temple’s role therein extends beyond its

initial box office success. The film remains a staple in classic film retrospectives and is frequently cited

in studies of child stardom and Hollywood’s Golden Age. Temple’s portrayal of Sara Crewe has

inspired numerous adaptations and reinterpretations of Burnett’s original novel, each drawing on the

emotional core that Temple so effectively captured.

Moreover, the film contributed to shaping public perceptions of childhood innocence intertwined with

resilience, a theme that continues to be explored in contemporary cinema. Shirley Temple’s ability to

convey complex emotional narratives while maintaining an accessible and endearing screen presence

set a benchmark for child actors that remains influential.



Pros and Cons of the Film from a Modern Perspective

Pros:

Shirley Temple’s compelling and multifaceted performance

High production values with elaborate set designs and period costumes

Thematic depth addressing social issues and childhood resilience

Effective use of cinematography and lighting to enhance narrative mood

Cons:

Some elements of the colonial setting may feel outdated or culturally insensitive by today’s

standards

The film’s pacing can seem slow compared to contemporary family movies

Certain character archetypes, such as the villainous Miss Minchin, may appear one-

dimensional

Despite these critiques, *The Little Princess* endures as a significant work, especially when assessed

within the historical and cultural context of its creation.



Shirley Temple’s Enduring Appeal Through The Little Princess

Decades after its release, *The Little Princess* continues to be synonymous with Shirley Temple’s

enduring charm and talent. The film’s ability to blend entertainment with emotional storytelling

highlights Temple’s unique position in cinematic history—not merely as a child star, but as a performer

capable of conveying timeless narratives with sincerity and grace.

In sum, Shirley Temple in *The Little Princess* represents more than just a role; it encapsulates a

moment in film history where innocence met complexity, and child stardom evolved into genuine

artistry. This film remains a testament to the lasting power of classic storytelling and the indelible mark

left by one of Hollywood’s brightest young stars.
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the globe, both authorized and unauthorized. Despite the decades-long interest in everything
Temple, never before has there been a lavishly illustrated art book examining the phenomenon that
was Shirley Temple as a child star in the 1930s. Many of the rare and unusual Shirley Temple
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childhood career of Ms. Temple (featuring film stills, many never-before-seen photographs, and
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sensation treats American readers to another extraordinary Inspector Erlendur Sveinsson thriller.
The Christmas rush is at its peak in a grand Reykjavík hotel when Inspector Erlendur Sveinsson is
called in to investigate a murder. The hotel Santa has been stabbed, and Erlendur and his detective
colleagues have no shortage of suspects between hotel staff and the international travelers staying
for the holidays. But then a shocking secret surfaces. As Christmas Day approaches, Erlendur must
deal with his difficult daughter, pursue a possible romantic interest, and untangle a long-buried web
of malice and greed to find the murderer. One of Indridason's most accomplished works to date,
Voices is sure to win him a multitude of new American suspense fans.
  shirley temple in the little princess: Victoria, Queen of the Screen Leigh Ehlers Telotte,
2020-06-26 Both in life and death, Queen Victoria is among the most popular monarchs to be
committed to film. Her reign was characterized by an explosion in media coverage that began to rely
on images rather than words to tell her story. Even though Victoria has been labeled the first media
monarch, the sheer magnitude of her screen presence has been neither chronicled nor fully
appreciated until now. This book examines the growth and evolution of Queen Victoria's on-screen
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chapter looks at a facet of her character and includes analysis of how these media present Queen
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  shirley temple in the little princess: Hollywood Jill Tietjen, Barbara Bridges, 2019-04-26 The
year was 1896, the woman was Alice Guy-Blaché, and the film was The Cabbage Fairy. It was less
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women whose names are unknown to you: actresses, directors, stuntwomen, screenwriters,
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  shirley temple in the little princess: Historical Dictionary of Children's Literature Emer
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and fairy tales), books originally for adults and subsequently adapted for children, and material
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anthologies, novels, merchandising tie-ins, novelizations, and multimedia texts, and its genres
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Dictionary of Children's Literature relates the history of children's literature through a chronology,
an introductory essay, appendixes, a bibliography, and over 500 cross-referenced dictionary entries
on authors, books, and genres. Some of the most legendary names in all of literature are covered in
this important reference, including Hans Christian Anderson, L. Frank Baum, Lewis Carroll, Roald
Dahl, Charles Dickens, C.S. Lewis, Beatrix Potter, J.K. Rowling, Robert Louis Stevenson, Mark
Twain, J.R.R. Tolkien, Jules Verne, and E.B. White.
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2025-09-23 The TLA Film, Video & DVD Guide 2002-2003 is the absolutely indispensible guide for
the true lover of cinema. By focusing on independent and international films, and avoiding much of
the made-for-TV/made-for-cable/made-for-video dreck, this guide offers more comprehensive
coverage of the films the reader may actually want to rent and see. The guide includes: * Reviews of
more than 10,000 films * Four detailed indexes - by star, director, theme, genre, and country of



origin * More than 450 photos throughout * A listing of all the major film awards, TLA Bests and
recommended films * A comprehensive selection of cinema from over 50 countries From one of the
finest names in video retailing and a growing rental chain comes the latest edition of one of the most
respected film, video, and DVD guides. The TLA Film, Video & DVD Guide is perfect for anyone
whose tastes range from All About My Mother to Fight Club; from This Is Spinal Tap to Ma Vie en
Rose.
  shirley temple in the little princess: TLA Film and Video Guide 2000–2001 David Bleiler,
2025-09-23 The TLA Film & Video Guide is the absolutely indispensable guide for the true lover of
cinema. By focusing on independent and international films, and avoiding much of the
made-for-TV/made-for-cable/made-for-video dreck, this guide offers more comprehensive coverage of
the films the reader may actually want to see. It also features: * Over 9,500 films reviewed * Five
comprehensive indexes -- by star, director, theme, genre, and country of origin * Over 450 photos * A
listing of all the major film awards * A comprehensive selection of International Cinema from over 50
countries From one of the finest names in video retailing and a growing rental chain comes the
latest edition of the film & video guide - now expanded to include titles available on DVD - that's
perfect for everyone whose taste ranges from Pulp Fiction to Pink Flamingos, from Life is Beautiful
to Valley of the Dolls.
  shirley temple in the little princess: Growing Up in the Great Depression 1929 to 1941 Amy
Ruth Allen, 2002-08-01 Confronted with starvation, lack of education, and homelessness, children of
the Great Depression, like sixteen-year-old Clarence Lee, whose father asked him to leave home
because he could no longer afford to support him, grew up quickly. Many weren't able to attend
school. Instead, millions of American children worked alongside their parents, trying to make ends
meet. In spite of these challenges, they grew up with courage, a sense of responsibility, and the
knowledge that hope can make a difference.
  shirley temple in the little princess: Screen World Presents the Encyclopedia of
Hollywood Film Actors: From the silent era to 1965 Barry Monush, 2003 (Applause Books). For
decades, Screen World has been the film professional's, as well as the film buff's, favorite and
indispensable annual screen resource, full of all the necessary statistics and facts. Now Screen
World editor Barry Monush has compiled another comprehensive work for every film lover's library.
In the first of two volumes, this book chronicles the careers of every significant film actor, from the
earliest silent screen stars Chaplin, Pickford, Fairbanks to the mid-1960s, when the old studio and
star systems came crashing down. Each listing includes: a brief biography, photos from the famed
Screen World archives, with many rare shots; vital statistics; a comprehensive filmography; and an
informed, entertaining assessment of each actor's contributions good or bad! In addition to every
major player, Monush includes the legions of unjustly neglected troupers of yesteryear. The result is
a rarity: an invaluable reference tool that's as much fun to read as a scandal sheet. It pulsates with
all the scandal, glamour, oddity and glory that was the lifeblood of its subjects. Contains over 1,000
photos!
  shirley temple in the little princess: Famous Character Dolls Susan Brewer, 2013-08-19
Part of the popular Famous series, Famous Dolls celebrates dolls in film, TV, cartoons, books, comics
and comic strips, as well as toys such as Hamble in Playschool. It also explores the world of celebrity
dolls including stars such as Shirley Temple and Mae West, pop star dolls including Michael Jackson
and Cher, and dolls representing royalty. Written by leading doll expert, Susan Brewer, the author of
British Dolls in the 1950s and British Dolls in the 1960s, the book starts with a series of essays
setting dolls in context and exploring their role in popular culture. The main part of the book is an
impressive A-Z of famous dolls, with symbols to show in which field they became famous (e.g.
cartoons, toys or comic strips). The stories behind each of the dolls are told, including the tragic tale
of Raggedy Ann and how a little girl inspired one of the most iconic character dolls of all time. A
must-buy book for everyone who has ever own or collected dolls or is interested in popular
culture.Did you know? The author of Raggedy Ann, Johnny Gruelle, was a vehement anti-vaccination
campaigner after his young daughter died when she was vaccinated at school without his consent



Angela Rippon created the Victoria Plum doll series based on a plum tree in her garden Holly Hobbie
is an author and illustrator who named the famous patchwork-wearing little girl after her. It became
a popular doll in the 1970s
  shirley temple in the little princess: Cesar Romero Samuel Garza Bernstein, 2025-08-26
Dynamic and debonair, Cesar Romero was best known for creating the role of the Joker in the 1960s
Batman television series. As the first actor to play Batman and Robin's villainous nemesis, Romero
established the character's giddy, manic tone and the distinctive laugh that subsequent actors like
Jack Nicholson, Heath Ledger, and Joaquin Phoenix would use as the starting points in their own
Oscar-nominated (Nicholson) and Oscar-winning (Ledger and Phoenix) performances. As a closeted
gay man of Latin American descent, Romero gracefully faced many personal challenges while
maintaining his suave public image and starring opposite legends ranging from Shirley Temple to
Marlene Dietrich, Carmen Miranda to Frank Sinatra, and Kurt Russell to Jane Wyman. The first
biography of the consummate entertainer, Cesar Romero: The Joker Is Wild, captures the critical
moments of Romero's childhood, adolescence, and accomplishments in Hollywood. Author Samuel
Garza Bernstein shares anecdotes regarding Romero's public and personal life, as well as Romero's
private disdain for his reputation as the Latin lover, a discriminatory stereotype he found
constrictive both in terms of his range as an actor and as a man who kept his sexuality private. Cesar
Romero is an in-depth study of a significant Hollywood star and his impact on the entertainment
industry. Batman made him immortal, but with more than four hundred film and television credits,
his six-decade career as an actor, dancer, and singer made him a true Hollywood icon.
  shirley temple in the little princess: Coining for Capital Jyotsna Kapur, 2005 This book is a
welcome addition to the literature on children and the media, and a most stimulating application of
social theory to questions of the child in contemporary film and consumer culture.--Ellen Seiter,
author of The Internet Playground: Children's Access, Entertainment and Mis-Education Since the
1980s, a peculiar paradox has evolved in American film. Hollywood's children have grown up, and
the adults are looking and behaving more and more like children. In popular films such as Harry
Potter, Toy Story, Pocahantas, Home Alone, and Jumanji, it is the children who are clever, savvy, and
self-sufficient while the adults are often portrayed as bumbling and ineffective. Is this
transformation of children into little adults an invention of Hollywood or a product of changing
cultural definitions more broadly? In Coining for Capital, Jyostna Kapur explores the evolution of the
concept of childhood from its portrayal in the eighteenth century as a pure, innocent, and idyllic
state--the opposite of adulthood--to its expression today as a mere variation of adulthood, complete
with characteristics of sophistication, temptation, and corruption. Kapur argues that this change in
definition is not a media effect, but rather a structural feature of a deeply consumer-driven society.
Providing a new and timely perspective on the current widespread alarm over the loss of childhood,
Coining for Capital concludes that our present moment is in fact one of hope and despair. As
children are fortunately shedding false definitions of proscribed innocence both in film and in life,
they must now also learn to navigate a deeply inequitable, antagonistic, and consumer-driven society
of which they are both a part and a target.
  shirley temple in the little princess: Garage Sale and Flea Market Annual Collector Books,
Collector Books Staff, 1993-05 This all new first edition of the Garage Sale & Flea Market Annual
includes over 20,000 listings with current values. Not only does it list thousands of current values, it
also lists names and addresses of hundreds of active buyers and what they are currently buying.
Over 800 large, clear photos help to identify each collectible.
  shirley temple in the little princess: Movies and the Mind William Indick, 2015-01-09 The
latent symbolism in film imagery can be psychoanalyzed just like the imagery in dreams. This work
applies to film the psychoanalytic techniques of Sigmund Freud, Erik Erikson, Carl Jung, Alfred
Adler, Joseph Campbell, Otto Rank and Rollo May, providing a fundamental understanding of film
symbols and structure. It offers a comprehensive and eclectic approach to film analysis, using a
broad variety of theories and examples from both classic and contemporary movies, from Dracula
(1930) to American Beauty (1999). The final chapter applies all the previously discussed techniques



to one film, Malcolm X (1992). The work boasts a filmography and bibliography and is illustrated
with film stills. Instructors considering this book for use in a course may request an examination
copy here.
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