real feel practice pad

Real Feel Practice Pad: Elevate Your Drumming Skills Anywhere

real feel practice pad has become a game-changer for drummers who want to hone their
skills without the noise and bulk of a full drum kit. Whether you’re a beginner learning
rudiments or a seasoned pro sharpening your timing and control, the right practice pad
can make all the difference. Unlike traditional rubber pads, a real feel practice pad offers
a more authentic stick response, mimicking the rebound and texture of an actual
drumhead. This subtle yet crucial distinction helps drummers maintain proper technique
and build muscle memory effectively.

What Makes a Real Feel Practice Pad Different?

Many drummers start with basic practice pads that are simply rubber surfaces mounted
on a wooden or plastic base. While these are useful for quiet practice, they often lack the
nuanced rebound and stick response of a real drum. A real feel practice pad is designed to
replicate the bounce, surface texture, and resistance of an acoustic drum, providing a
more tactile and realistic experience.

Material and Construction

Real feel practice pads usually combine multiple layers and materials to achieve their
unique feel. Common features include:

e Multi-layer silicone or rubber surfaces: These materials simulate the drumhead
tension and response.

e Textured playing surface: This mimics the slight roughness of drumheads, helping
sticks grip naturally.

» Weighted base or non-slip bottom: Ensures stability during practice, preventing
the pad from sliding around.

These elements work together to provide a rebound that closely matches the feel of snare
drums or toms, which is essential for developing proper stick control.

Why Use a Real Feel Practice Pad?

Drumming is as much about muscle memory and control as it is about rhythm. The better



your practice tool replicates the real playing experience, the faster and more accurately
you improve. Here’s why real feel practice pads are a must-have:

Improved Stick Rebound and Control

A real feel practice pad responds to your strokes with realistic bounce-back, helping you
practice proper wrist and finger technique. This improvement in rebound encourages
lighter, more efficient stick control, which translates to better playing on your actual drum
kit.

Quiet Practice Without Sacrificing Quality

Unlike acoustic drums, which can be loud and disruptive, practice pads are silent or very
quiet. Real feel pads, in particular, maintain the tactile feedback you need while keeping
noise levels low. This is perfect for practicing at home, in apartments, or late at night.

Portability and Convenience

A real feel practice pad is lightweight and compact, making it easy to carry around.
Whether you’re traveling, waiting for your lesson, or simply want to practice in different
rooms, these pads let you keep your skills sharp wherever you go.

Choosing the Right Real Feel Practice Pad

With so many options available, selecting a practice pad that suits your style and needs
can be overwhelming. Here are some factors to consider when shopping for a real feel
practice pad:

Size and Surface Texture

Practice pads come in various sizes, typically ranging from 6 to 12 inches in diameter. A
12-inch pad more closely replicates a snare drum size, offering a larger playing surface,
while smaller pads are more portable but may limit stroke variety. Also, consider the
surface texture—some pads have smooth silicone surfaces, while others feature textured
or layered rubber to better simulate drumheads.

Rebound and Bounce

Test or read reviews about the pad’s rebound characteristics. The ideal pad should offer



consistent bounce that encourages proper technique without feeling too hard or too soft.
Some real feel pads are adjustable, allowing drummers to fine-tune tension for different
playing styles.

Durability and Build Quality

Since practice pads endure constant stick impact, durability matters. Look for pads made
with high-quality materials that won’t wear down quickly. Pads with reinforced edges or
multi-layered surfaces tend to last longer and maintain their feel over time.

How to Incorporate a Real Feel Practice Pad Into
Your Routine

Using a real feel practice pad effectively involves more than just hitting it randomly. Here
are practical tips to get the most from your practice sessions:

Warm-Up and Rudiment Practice

Start your practice by warming up with basic rudiments such as single strokes, double
strokes, and paradiddles. The realistic rebound of a real feel pad helps build consistency
and control, allowing you to focus on dynamics and stick placement.

Focus on Dynamics and Control

Take advantage of the pad’s tactile feedback to practice playing at different volume levels.
Slowly work on ghost notes, accents, and varying stick heights to develop dynamic
sensitivity, which is crucial for expressive drumming.

Use a Metronome for Timing

Pair your real feel practice pad with a metronome to improve timing and rhythm. The
pad’s authentic feel makes it easier to translate practice into real drum kit performance,
especially when working on complex patterns or odd time signatures.

Practice Different Stickings and Techniques

Experiment with various sticking patterns, such as Moeller technique, finger control, and
traditional grip. The responsiveness of a real feel practice pad supports diverse practice
approaches and encourages muscle memory development.



Popular Real Feel Practice Pads on the Market

If you're looking to invest in a real feel practice pad, here are some well-regarded options
favored by drummers of all levels:

* Evans RealFeel Practice Pad: Known for its multi-layered silicone surface, it offers
a realistic rebound and quiet practice.

¢ Vic Firth Practice Pad: Combines a durable rubber surface with a weighted base
for stability and authentic feel.

e RealFeel by Evans 3-Surface Pad: Features three different playing surfaces for
varied stick response and texture.

« Remo Practice Pad: Offers a durable, non-slip base and a textured surface that
simulates drumhead tension.

Each of these pads emphasizes a natural playing experience, making them excellent tools
for drummers who want to practice seriously.

Maintaining Your Real Feel Practice Pad

To ensure your practice pad continues to perform well, a little maintenance goes a long
way. Keep the surface clean by wiping it with a damp cloth to remove stick residue or
dust. Avoid exposing the pad to extreme temperatures or direct sunlight for extended
periods, as this can degrade the materials. Additionally, store the pad flat or in a
protective case to prevent warping or damage.

The journey to becoming a better drummer is filled with countless practice hours, and
having a real feel practice pad can make that journey more effective and enjoyable. By
offering authentic bounce, quiet convenience, and portability, it bridges the gap between
practice and performance. Whether you're at home, on the road, or in a cramped
apartment, this essential tool helps keep your drumming skills sharp and your technique
on point.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a real feel practice pad?

A real feel practice pad is a type of drum practice pad designed to replicate the rebound
and feel of an actual drumhead, providing drummers with a more realistic playing



experience during practice.

How does a real feel practice pad differ from a regular
practice pad?

Unlike regular practice pads that often have a simple rubber surface, real feel practice
pads use specialized materials and construction to mimic the tension, rebound, and
response of a real drumhead, making practice more effective.

Can a real feel practice pad help improve drumming
technique?

Yes, because it closely simulates the feel of a real drum, a real feel practice pad helps
drummers develop proper stick control, rebound, and dynamics, which can translate to
better performance on an actual drum Kkit.

Are real feel practice pads suitable for beginners?

Absolutely. Real feel practice pads are great for beginners as they provide a realistic
drumming experience, helping new players develop good habits and techniques from the
start.

What sizes do real feel practice pads come in?

Real feel practice pads typically come in sizes ranging from 6 to 12 inches in diameter,
allowing drummers to choose based on their practicing needs and portability preferences.

Can real feel practice pads be used for quiet practice?

Yes, real feel practice pads are designed to be much quieter than traditional drums,
making them ideal for practicing in noise-sensitive environments without disturbing
others.

Where can I buy a high-quality real feel practice pad?

High-quality real feel practice pads can be purchased from music stores, online retailers
like Amazon, Sweetwater, or directly from manufacturers such as Evans, Vic Firth, and
RealFeel.

Additional Resources

Real Feel Practice Pad: Elevating Drum Practice with Authenticity and Precision

real feel practice pad has emerged as a pivotal tool for drummers seeking to bridge the
gap between silent practice and the authentic sensation of playing on an actual drum Kkit.
Unlike conventional rubber pads, real feel practice pads are engineered to replicate the
rebound, texture, and dynamics of drumheads, providing a more realistic drumming



experience. This article delves into the nuances of real feel practice pads, their defining
features, performance benefits, and how they stand in comparison to traditional practice
tools.

Understanding the Real Feel Practice Pad
Concept

Practice pads have long been essential accessories for drummers, particularly for honing
rudiments, timing, and stick control without disturbing others. However, standard practice
pads typically use uniformly hard rubber surfaces that, while durable, lack the subtle
tactile feedback of real drumheads. The real feel practice pad addresses this limitation by
incorporating materials and designs that mimic the natural rebound and feel of acoustic
drums.

At the core of real feel practice pads is specialized silicone or multi-layered rubber
compounds that respond to stick strikes with variable tension and rebound. This design
simulates the “give” of a drumhead, allowing drummers to develop muscle memory that

translates more seamlessly to their actual kits. Additionally, these pads often feature
textured or mesh surfaces to further enhance realism.

Materials and Construction

The construction of real feel practice pads typically involves:
e Silicone Top Layer: A soft, responsive surface that mimics drum skin tension,
providing natural rebound.

e Multi-Density Rubber: Layers of varying hardness create a balanced feel,
preventing the pad from being too stiff or too soft.

* Non-Slip Base: Ensures stability during practice sessions, often incorporating
rubber feet or weighted bottoms.

e Portability Features: Compact size and lightweight design for easy transport and
setup.

These elements collectively contribute to an authentic drumming feel that supports
nuanced practice.

Performance Benefits of Real Feel Practice Pads



Choosing a practice pad that closely mimics an acoustic drum presents several advantages
for drummers of all levels. The real feel practice pad enhances skill development in key
areas such as control, speed, and dynamics.

Improved Stick Rebound and Control

One of the most significant benefits is the improved rebound response. Unlike hard rubber
pads that offer a flat, uniform bounce, real feel pads respond dynamically based on the
force and angle of the stroke. This variability trains drummers to adjust their stick height
and grip pressure in a manner consistent with acoustic drumming. As a result, drummers
gain better control over ghost notes, accents, and rolls.

Enhanced Quiet Practice

While mesh heads and electronic kits offer quiet practice options, real feel pads provide an
acoustic, noise-reduced alternative. The silicone surface absorbs much of the impact
sound without sacrificing rebound, making it ideal for home practice environments where
noise restrictions may apply.

Versatility Across Drum Techniques

Real feel practice pads accommodate a wide range of drumming techniques. Whether
practicing rudiments, stick control exercises, or complex patterns, the pad’s realistic
response allows drummers to execute techniques as they would on a traditional drum. This
versatility is especially beneficial for beginners who need consistent feedback or
professionals preparing for studio sessions and live performances.

Comparing Real Feel Practice Pads to Other
Practice Tools

To understand the unique position of real feel practice pads, it is useful to compare them
with other popular practice surfaces.

Vs. Traditional Rubber Pads

Traditional rubber practice pads are widely affordable and durable, but their rebound can
feel artificial and inconsistent. They tend to be less forgiving on the wrists and hands due
to their rigidity. In contrast, real feel pads offer a softer, more responsive surface that
reduces fatigue and encourages better technique.



Vs. Mesh Drum Pads

Mesh pads provide excellent noise reduction and are often used with electronic drum
modules. However, their feel can be markedly different from acoustic drums, with a
bouncy and sometimes plasticky sensation. Real feel pads strike a balance by delivering
quiet practice without electronic components, which can be preferable for drummers
wanting a purely mechanical experience.

Vs. Electronic Drum Kits

Electronic kits offer a full range of sounds and volume control but come at a significantly
higher price point and require power and maintenance. Real feel practice pads serve as a
cost-effective, low-maintenance alternative for foundational skill-building between kit
sessions.

Key Features to Look for in a Real Feel Practice
Pad

Selecting the right real feel practice pad depends on individual needs, budget, and
practice goals. Essential features to consider include:

1. Surface Material: High-quality silicone or layered rubber that accurately replicates
drumhead tension.

2. Size and Portability: Standard sizes range from 6 to 12 inches in diameter; choose
based on portability and practice space.

3. Rebound Quality: The pad should offer consistent and realistic rebound without
excessive stiffness or softness.

4. Noise Level: A quieter surface for discreet practice without sacrificing tactile
feedback.

5. Durability: The pad must withstand repetitive strikes without surface wear or loss of
responsiveness.

6. Stability: Non-slip base or weighted design to prevent movement during practice.

Brands like Evans, Vic Firth, and RealFeel have garnered attention for producing high-
grade real feel practice pads that balance these features effectively.



Challenges and Considerations

While real feel practice pads offer many benefits, there are considerations worth noting.
Due to their advanced materials, they typically come at a higher cost than basic rubber
pads. Drummers on a tight budget may find the price prohibitive.

Additionally, no practice pad can perfectly replicate every nuance of an acoustic drum,
such as the resonance and overtones produced by drum shells and cymbals. Therefore,
real feel pads are best viewed as complementary tools rather than complete substitutes for
full kit practice.

Lastly, some drummers may prefer the tactile feedback of mesh heads or electronic pads
depending on their musical style or practice environment, underscoring the importance of
personal preference in selecting a practice tool.

Real Feel Practice Pads in the Modern Drumming
Landscape

As drumming continues to evolve with technology and diverse musical genres, the demand
for realistic, effective practice tools grows. Real feel practice pads represent a significant
advancement in enabling drummers to practice efficiently and authentically outside of the
studio or stage.

Their blend of tactile realism, portability, and noise reduction has made them a staple not
only for students but also for professional drummers seeking consistent practice quality on
the go. Moreover, the ongoing innovation in materials science promises further
improvements in pad design, potentially making real feel practice pads even more
indistinguishable from actual drums.

In summary, the real feel practice pad stands as a thoughtfully engineered solution that
addresses the longstanding challenge of effective, quiet, and realistic drum practice. For
drummers committed to refining their craft, investing in a quality real feel practice pad
can be a vital step toward elevating their performance and technique.

Real Feel Practice Pad

real feel practice pad: A Fine Line Courney Brandt, 2008-09 Lucy Karate is finally a senior and
ready to make her permanent mark on the Forrest Hills High School drum line. After receiving the
honor of section leader, the bass drummer's season starts out with a bang - literally. When recent
British transfer student (and current heartthrob of the school's female population), Wes Mallinson,
accidentally kicks a football directly into Lucy's drum one afternoon at practice, he inadvertently
triggers a season long showdown of band geek vs. jock.

real feel practice pad: Modern Etudes and Studies for the Total Percussionist Chris
Colaneri, 2015-09-24 In Modern Etudes and Studies for the Total Percussionist, band director and


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-176/real-feel-practice-pad.pdf

percussionist Chris Colaneri lays out a comprehensive system of total percussion education. The
lessons are gleaned from interviews, research, and the nearly two decades he has spent directing
middle school band and percussion ensembles. This expanded second edition meets needs of fourth
grade through high school percussion students, helping them develop necessary skills for future
participation in their next level of musical study or extracurricular performing ensembles. Developed
with the practical needs of percussion teachers in mind, Modern Etudes has been extensively
classroom tested and provides key teaching aids that will be welcomed by every band director.
These include a curriculum guide and practice assignment sheets for all grades; practice tips; and
exercises and etudes for snare, mallet, set, and timpani. Recordings, practice tracks, and videos are
available on the book's companion website.

real feel practice pad: Knack Drums for Everyone Carmine Appice, 2010-02-09 Knack Drums
for Everyone is a self-instruction book for beginners to intermediates, fully illustrated with 350
full-color photographs and more than fifty exercises in musical notation.

real feel practice pad: Modern Drummer, 1995

real feel practice pad: Percussive Notes , 2006

real feel practice pad: Tipbook Drums Hugo Pinksterboer, 2001 The reference manual for both
beginning and advanced drummers, including Tipcodes and a glossary.

real feel practice pad: Machine Quilting Solutions Christine Maraccini, 2010-11-05 You Really
Can Quilt Every Top You Make! Quilting your projects is just as much fun as piecing them can be
Learn to decode your quilts to complete your quilt top Freehand 49 topstitching designs that can be
used time and time again with no marking Did you know that your tops can tell you exactly how to
quilt them? It’s true! Expert machine quilter Christine Maraccini guides you through every step,
taking cues from the intended use of the quilt and the shapes and patterns created by your piecing
and appliqué. Discover no-mark-motifs that fit each space and learn the techniques to apply them to
your own unique quilt. Includes complete, step-by-step instructions for 6 quilts, including 3 different
quilting options for each and 9 trapunto templates! *Important Note about PRINT ON DEMAND
Editions: All sales are final - PODs are non-returnable and non-refundable. This title will be printed
after purchase and will arrive separately from any in-stock items. Allow minimum 2 weeks for USA
delivery, and additional 2 weeks for international shipments. Expedited shipping not available. Print
quality will vary from the original offset-printing edition and will be printed on uncoated (non-glossy)
paper. The information presented is the same as the most recent printed edition. Pattern pullouts (if
applicable) have been separated and presented as single pages.

real feel practice pad: Drummers Bible JUSTIN SCOTT, 2009-01-23 This book provides
anyone intersted in learning to play drums with all the information they need to get started. Packed
with useful tips and simple illustrated lessons that are easy to understand, you'll be jamming in no
time.

real feel practice pad: The Everything Drums Book Eric Starr, 2003-08-01 You can continue
in the tradition of the drumming greats with The Everything Drums Book, a straightforward,
step-by-step introduction to playing drums with inspiration and style. You'll be given lessons in
tuning, timing, and hand technique, while developing a unique style all your own. In addition to the
fundamentals of drumming, you'll learn how to play in various styles, including rock, blues, jazz,
R&B, Latin, and Caribbean. Numerous practice exercises help you put your knowledge to work,
while the audio examples help train your ear. The Everything Drums Bookalso includes: An
equipment buyer's guide A music reading tutorial Instruction for playing with brushes and mallets
Tips for maintaining equipment Guidance on fills and solos Whether you're a fan of Keith Moon,
Steve Gadd, Stewart Copeland, Buddy Rich, Neil Peart, or Tito Puente, The Everything Drums Book
gives you all the tools you need to keep the beat.

real feel practice pad: Buyer's Guide to the Piano, Organ and General Music Trades , 2005

real feel practice pad: Speed Secrets Ross Bentley, 1998-08-13 En udferlig vejledning til
racerkgrere, der indgaende beskriver fysikkens love, ideallinier og teknikker til at forbedre
feerdighederne




real feel practice pad: First Steps to Free-Motion Quilting Christina Cameli, 2013-08-01 Baby
steps to awesome quilting ¢ Just start stitching! Practice free-motion quilting with 24 easy-to-achieve
projects * You'll make simple quilts, embellish kitchen towels and clothes, personalize a messenger
bag, and so much more ¢ All projects are freehand and require no marking Ready, set, sew! Learn
the basics, gather your supplies, pick a project, and start stitching. With a refreshingly new
approach to free-motion stitching, First Steps to Free-Motion Quilting encourages you to make
something beautiful while improving your free-motion quilting skills. You'll find 24 projects and
quilts that are light on assembly so you can spend most of your time stitching. A handy
troubleshooting guide ensures success every step of the way.

real feel practice pad: The Drum Handbook Geoff Nicholls, 2003 (Book). Drummers from
beginners to pros will relish this comprehensive guide to the tools of the trade! The Drum Handbook
gives you the in-depth knowledge you need to choose the whole range of gear, including drums,
cymbals, hardware, heads and sticks new, used and vintage. Includes info on setting up, tuning and
maintenance, plus tips from top pros on gear, recording, playing live and surviving on the road. Fully
illustrated and authoritatively written, this book includes a website directory and an exhaustive
glossary of technical terms.

real feel practice pad: Source Code Meditation Michael Cotton, 2018-05-22 Learn to mobilize
latent energy in your body and direct it to energize and awaken your higher brain ¢ Provides a
simplified step-by-step guided process to the higher-brain activation techniques of Source Code
Meditation ¢ Explains how to shift energy out of the lower “survive” brain into the higher “thrive”
brain to bring confidence, clarity, and empowerment for transformative change in all areas of life ¢
Reveals how the “brain first” techniques of SCM tune the brain to receive meditation, enabling
access to deep flow states, transcendent states of consciousness, and higher brain potential The
human brain is like a flowing river of potential. Until now, that river has been blocked, barricaded,
and diverted by the primitive lower brain. The lower brain hijacks our ability to experience deeper
flow and higher transcendent states of consciousness. It also guards against the full expression of
the passionate human heart. Source Code Meditation (SCM), with its nine summits of
transformation, effortlessly re-routes that lower brain diversion, allowing you to activate latent
energy in your body, awaken your higher brain, enlighten your mind, and set your heart on fire to
create a new world. With traditional meditation techniques, it often takes decades of practice for
hours each day to confer significant changes in the mind and the higher brain. Few of us make it to
these rarified states of mind, due to the amount of time and the intensity of focus needed. With
“brain first” SCM techniques, you mobilize latent energy in the body and direct it to energize and
awaken the higher brain before meditation begins. With the higher brain prepped and tuned,
meditation is efficiently received, leading to quantum breakthroughs in higher consciousness
without years of practice as well as access to deep flow states, transcendent states of consciousness,
and higher brain potential. Providing a simplified step-by-step guided process to SCM, Dr. Michael
Cotton explains how to shift energy out of the lower “survive” brain into the higher “thrive” brain to
bring confidence, clarity, and empowerment for transformative change in all areas of life. Distilled
from the world’s most comprehensive philosophy, Integral Metatheory, SCM offers not only a way to
create the brain state necessary to change the mind, but the crystal clarity needed to use these
advanced meditative states to actualize your potential and live your destiny to the fullest.

real feel practice pad: Shout at the Day Steven H. Smith, 2018-12-17 Compared to the big
city, life is a little slower and calmer behind the East Texas Pine Curtain in the fictional community
of Lone Star, located several miles south of New Summerfield, Texas. That is except when it comes
to Texas High School Football and teenagers in love during the early 1970’s. Only the strongest,
fastest and quickest survive on the grid iron. Only the most loyal survive true love in rural East
Texas. Jason and Sara Jane are the two characters that bring it all together in the 1973-74 school
year.

real feel practice pad: A Manual for the Modern Drummer, 1986-11-01 (Berklee Guide). Learn
jazz drums from one of the classic texts of jazz drumming, Alan Dawson. This book presents some of



his seminal thoughts about drumming technique. The book also includes several articles about jazz
styles and history by DownBeat magazine editor Don DeMicheal, plus his insights about the soloing
styles of jazz greats like Chick Webb, Gene Krupa, Buddy Rich, Max Roach, Art Blakey and others.
This source material from two of the jazz era's most insightful champions of the drum set will teach
you how to: develop your sense of time and jazz feel * master jazz rhythms and meter * play with
greater independence and expressive nuance * perform essential beats * deveop your soloing ability
* and much more.

real feel practice pad: Taking Care of Myself Mary Wrobel, 2003 This book is designed to
address the health and safety needs of students aged five and up with autism spectrum disorders.

real feel practice pad: All About Drums Rick Mattingly, 2006-11-01 (Drum Instruction). Have
you struggled through tedious lessons and boring instruction books in your desire to learn to play
the drumset? If you wish there was a fun and engaging way to motivate you in your drumset playing
quest, then this is it: All About Drums is for you. Whether it's learning to read music, playing by ear,
creating your own beats, or all of the above, this enjoyable guide will help you to finally start playing
the beats and fills to your favorite songs in many different styles. Plus, learn interesting tid-bits on
drumset makes & models, care and maintenance, additional percussion instruments, and other fun
stuff about the drumset. This fun-filled, easy-to-use guide includes: An introduction to the drumset;
Step-by-step music reading instruction; How to create your own beats, fills, & solos; Background on
various styles of music, including dozens of favorite songs; Performing tips; Audio includes over 90
tracks for demo and play-along. Over 40 favorite songs, including: Come Together * Detroit Rock
City * Fifty Ways to Leave Your Lover * Hurts So Good * Message in a Bottle * Oh, Pretty Woman *
Pour Some Sugar on Me * Shattered * Smells like Teen Spirit * Swingtown * Walk This Way * The
Zephyr Song * and more.

real feel practice pad: Musician , 1992

real feel practice pad: New Psycho-Cybernetics Maxwell Maltz, 2002-12-03 With over 30
million copies sold since its original publication in 1960, Psycho-Cybernetics has been used by
athletes, entrepreneurs, college students, and many others, to achieve life-changing goals--from
losing weight to dramatically increasing their income--finding that success is not only possible but
remarkably simple. Now updated to include present-day anecdotes and current personalities, The
New Psycho-Cybernetics remains true to Dr. Maltz’s promise:“If you can remember, worry, or tie
your shoe, you can succeed with Psycho-Cybernetics!”
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