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Murray Rothbard Anatomy of the State: Unpacking the Foundations of Political
Power

murray rothbard anatomy of the state is a seminal work that delves deep into
the nature and origin of the state, challenging conventional understandings
of government and authority. Rothbard, a prominent economist and political
theorist associated with the Austrian School and libertarianism, offers a
provocative analysis that continues to resonate with scholars, activists, and
curious readers interested in political philosophy and the dynamics of power.
In this article, we explore the key ideas presented in Murray Rothbard's
Anatomy of the State, shedding light on his critique of governmental
institutions and the implications for liberty and society.

Understanding Murray Rothbard's Perspective on
the State

At its core, Murray Rothbard's Anatomy of the State is a critical examination
of what a state really is, beyond the idealistic portrayals often found in
textbooks and mainstream discourse. Rothbard argues that the state is not a
benevolent or neutral institution designed to serve the people, but rather an
inherently coercive entity that sustains itself through the use of force and
monopolistic control over certain functions.

The State as an Aggressor

One of Rothbard's most striking claims is that the state is essentially an
aggressor organization. Unlike individuals or voluntary associations that
rely on consensual interactions, the state derives its power by imposing its
will through compulsory taxation, legislation, and enforcement. This idea
stands in contrast to the common notion that the state exists primarily to
maintain order or provide public goods.

Rothbard explains that the state monopolizes violence, making it the sole
legitimate wielder of force within a given territory. This monopoly allows it
to extract resources from the population without their direct consent, often
under threat of punishment. Consequently, the state is characterized by a
fundamental imbalance between the rulers and the ruled, where the former
benefit at the expense of the latter.

The Myth of the Social Contract

Another critical element in Rothbard's anatomy of the state is his rejection
of the social contract theory. While many political philosophers, like
Rousseau or Locke, posit that governments are formed through an implicit or
explicit agreement among individuals to surrender some freedoms in exchange
for protection and order, Rothbard views this as largely mythical.

He points out that most individuals are born into a state system without
their consent, and the so-called “contract” is not a voluntary agreement but



an imposed condition. The state's claim to legitimacy, therefore, is not
grounded in genuine consent but in its ability to enforce compliance. This
perspective challenges the moral foundations of state authority and invites
readers to reconsider the legitimacy of government power.

Key Themes in Anatomy of the State

Murray Rothbard's work is rich with themes that dissect the state’s structure
and behavior. Understanding these can offer valuable insights into political
dynamics and debates surrounding governance and freedom.

The Economic Role of the State

Rothbard, as an economist, pays particular attention to the state's economic
impact. He argues that the state disrupts the natural functioning of the
market by intervening in ways that favor certain groups and protect its own
interests. This intervention often leads to inefficiencies, corruption, and
the distortion of incentives.

For example, taxation is viewed not just as a revenue tool but as a form of
legalized plunder. The state extracts wealth from productive members of
society to fund its operations, which may include wasteful spending or
policies that benefit elites. Rothbard’s analysis encourages readers to
critically assess government budgets and economic policies, highlighting the
hidden costs of state involvement.

The State and Violence

Violence and coercion are central to Rothbard’s anatomy of the state. He
emphasizes that the state’s survival depends upon its ability to maintain a
monopoly on force. This monopoly is maintained through institutions like the
police, military, and judiciary, which enforce laws and suppress dissent.

Importantly, Rothbard clarifies that this use of force is not neutral—it is
politically motivated and serves the state’s interests. Whether through
conscription, imprisonment, or regulation, the state exercises power that is
often invisible to citizens until it is directly felt. Recognizing this
coercive dimension is crucial to understanding the relationship between
individuals and government.

Implications of Rothbard’s Analysis for Modern
Society

Murray Rothbard's Anatomy of the State offers more than just a critique—it
provides a framework for thinking about alternative forms of social
organization and governance.



Libertarianism and the Minimal State

Rothbard is often associated with anarcho-capitalism, a philosophy advocating
for the elimination of the state in favor of voluntary institutions and free
markets. His anatomy of the state lays the intellectual groundwork for this
position by exposing the inherent problems of centralized authority.

For those interested in libertarian ideas, Rothbard’s work encourages a
reimagining of society where services typically provided by the state—such as
law enforcement, dispute resolution, and infrastructure—could be handled by
private, voluntary arrangements. While controversial, this vision challenges
readers to consider the possibility of a society based on consent rather than
coercion.

Critical Thinking about Government Power

Even for those who do not fully embrace Rothbard’s libertarian conclusions,
Anatomy of the State serves as a powerful reminder to critically evaluate the
role of government. It pushes us to ask important questions: How does the
state acquire and maintain power? Who benefits from government policies? Are
the costs of state intervention justified by the benefits?

Such questions are vital in democratic societies where citizens have some
degree of influence over their rulers. By understanding the anatomy of the
state, individuals can become more informed voters, activists, and
participants in civic life.

Exploring the Historical Context of Anatomy of
the State

To fully appreciate Rothbard’s analysis, it helps to consider the historical
and intellectual context in which Anatomy of the State was written. Emerging
during the mid-20th century, a period marked by expanding government programs
and Cold War tensions, Rothbard's work was a response to growing state power
worldwide.

He drew on classical liberal and Austrian economic traditions, reviving and
refining ideas about individual liberty, property rights, and limited
government. His critique resonated with those skeptical of state intervention
and wary of totalitarianism, offering a rigorous alternative to mainstream
political thought.

Influence on Libertarian Thought and Beyond

Rothbard’s Anatomy of the State has had a lasting impact, shaping libertarian
and anarchist movements around the globe. Its clear exposition of the state's
coercive nature and economic distortions provides a foundation for those
advocating for reduced government and increased personal freedom.

Moreover, the work has influenced debates in political science, economics,
and philosophy, prompting scholars to reexamine assumptions about authority



and legitimacy. Whether in academic circles or grassroots activism,
Rothbard’s insights continue to inspire discussions about how societies
should be organized.

Practical Takeaways from Murray Rothbard’s
Anatomy of the State

For readers eager to apply Rothbard’s ideas in practical ways, here are some
reflections that can guide personal and civic engagement:

Be skeptical of power: Always question the motives behind government
actions and policies. Recognize that state actors may have interests
that do not align with those of the general population.

Value voluntary cooperation: Seek out and support community initiatives
and institutions that operate without coercion, as alternatives to state
control.

Understand taxation critically: Consider the implications of taxation
not just as a civic duty but as an appropriation of wealth, and advocate
for transparency and accountability in public spending.

Promote education on political philosophy: Encourage discussions and
learning about the nature of the state, liberty, and individual rights
to foster informed citizenship.

Engaging with Murray Rothbard's Anatomy of the State thus offers more than
theoretical knowledge—it invites us to rethink our relationship with
authority and to explore pathways toward greater freedom and justice in our
communities.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Murray Rothbard and what is his significance
in political theory?

Murray Rothbard was an American economist and political theorist known for
his advocacy of libertarianism and anarcho-capitalism. He made significant
contributions to Austrian economics and political philosophy, particularly
critiquing the state and centralized authority.

What is the main argument of Murray Rothbard's
'Anatomy of the State'?

In 'Anatomy of the State,' Rothbard argues that the state is a coercive
institution that exists to serve its own interests rather than those of the
people. He describes the state as an entity that gains power through coercion
and exploits the productive members of society.



How does Rothbard define the state in 'Anatomy of the
State'?

Rothbard defines the state as a monopoly of force over a given territory,
which maintains its power through coercion and violence, distinguishing it
from voluntary associations or private entities.

What examples does Rothbard use to illustrate the
state's exploitative nature?

Rothbard uses historical and contemporary examples such as taxation,
conscription, and government regulations to illustrate how the state extracts
resources from individuals without their voluntary consent, portraying these
actions as forms of legal plunder.

How has 'Anatomy of the State' influenced libertarian
and anarcho-capitalist thought?

'Anatomy of the State' has become a foundational text in libertarian and
anarcho-capitalist circles, shaping critiques of government authority and
promoting ideas of voluntary association and free markets as alternatives to
state control.

What criticisms exist regarding Rothbard's view of
the state in 'Anatomy of the State'?

Critics argue that Rothbard's view is overly simplistic and dismisses the
potential positive roles of the state, such as providing public goods,
enforcing contracts, and protecting rights. Some contend that his analysis
underestimates the complexity of social order and governance.

Additional Resources
Murray Rothbard Anatomy of the State: A Critical Examination of Political
Power

murray rothbard anatomy of the state stands as a pivotal work in the field of
political philosophy and libertarian thought. This essay by Murray Rothbard
dissects the nature, origins, and dynamics of the state, offering a critical
perspective that challenges conventional views of government and authority.
Through a rigorous analysis, Rothbard positions the state not as a neutral
arbiter serving public interests, but as an institution fundamentally rooted
in coercion and exploitation. This article explores the key arguments of
Rothbard’s Anatomy of the State, situating them within broader political
theory and examining their enduring relevance in contemporary discourse.

Understanding the Core Thesis of Murray
Rothbard’s Anatomy of the State

At the heart of murray rothbard anatomy of the state lies the assertion that
the state is inherently a predatory institution. Rothbard argues that the



state operates through compulsory taxation and legal monopolization of force,
distinguishing it sharply from voluntary associations and private
enterprises. Unlike businesses that rely on voluntary exchange and mutual
benefit, the state preserves its power through aggression, backed by the
threat of violence.

Rothbard’s critique diverges from traditional social contract theories that
portray the state as a necessary and benevolent entity designed to protect
citizens and uphold justice. Instead, he frames the state as a parasitic
entity that extracts resources from society without reciprocal value, often
undermining individual liberty and economic prosperity. This foundational
idea has influenced libertarian and anarcho-capitalist movements, fueling
debates over the legitimacy and scope of government.

The State as a Monopoly on Violence

One of the most influential elements of Rothbard’s anatomy is his focus on
the state’s monopoly on violence. Drawing on classical liberal and anarchist
traditions, Rothbard asserts that the defining characteristic of the state is
its exclusive right to initiate force within a given territory. This monopoly
enables the state to enforce laws, collect taxes, and suppress dissent, often
without the consent of those governed.

This conceptualization challenges the notion that the state’s use of force is
inherently justifiable or benign. Instead, Rothbard presents the state as a
coercive power whose legitimacy must be critically scrutinized. The monopoly
on violence becomes a tool not only for maintaining order but also for
perpetuating the interests of political elites at the expense of individual
autonomy.

Historical and Comparative Perspectives in
Rothbard’s Analysis

Rothbard’s essay does not merely offer abstract theorizing; it incorporates
historical context and comparative analysis to strengthen its claims. By
examining the rise of states throughout history, Rothbard identifies patterns
that support his thesis of the state as a predatory institution rather than a
voluntary social contract.

The Evolution of the State and Its Implications

Rothbard traces the origins of states to warlords and conquerors who imposed
their rule through force. He emphasizes that early states emerged not from
the consent of the governed but through conquest and subjugation. This
historical account counters narratives that depict states as natural or
inevitable developments of human society.

Furthermore, Rothbard explores how states have historically expanded their
control and taxation powers, often justified by appeals to security or public
welfare. This expansion frequently leads to the erosion of individual
freedoms and the entrenchment of bureaucratic elites. His analysis encourages
readers to reconsider the assumed legitimacy of modern governments and to



question the balance between security and liberty.

Comparison with Other Political Theories

Rothbard’s anatomy of the state contrasts sharply with theories such as those
of Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, and Jean-Jacques Rousseau. While Hobbes
famously advocated for a strong sovereign to prevent societal collapse, and
Locke justified government based on protection of natural rights, Rothbard
rejects these premises as overly optimistic about state intentions.

Unlike Rousseau’s notion of the general will, Rothbard views the state as an
entity that often acts contrary to collective interests, prioritizing the
agendas of rulers over those of citizens. This libertarian critique provides
a counterpoint to mainstream political philosophy and invites ongoing debate
regarding the role and limits of government authority.

Key Features and Implications of Rothbard’s
View on the State

Rothbard’s anatomy outlines several defining features of the state that have
practical and theoretical implications for political discourse. Understanding
these characteristics helps clarify why Rothbard’s work remains influential
and contentious.

Coercion over Consent: The state’s authority is maintained through
compulsory taxation and legal enforcement rather than voluntary
agreement.

Legal Privilege: The state enjoys unique privileges, including immunity
from many laws and the ability to regulate or outlaw competitors.

Monopoly of Force: Exclusive control over legitimate violence
distinguishes the state from other social institutions.

Class or Elite Rule: Rothbard views the state as serving the interests
of a ruling class or political elite rather than the populace at large.

These features suggest that the state’s existence poses inherent risks to
liberty and economic freedom, fueling libertarian advocacy for minimal or no
government intervention.

Pros and Cons of Rothbard’s Analysis

While Rothbard’s anatomy of the state offers a compelling critique, it is not
without its critics and limitations.

Pros:1.



Provides a clear, uncompromising framework for understanding state
power and coercion.

Challenges complacency about government legitimacy, encouraging
critical political engagement.

Inspires discussions on alternative governance models, including
anarcho-capitalism.

Cons:2.

May underestimate the role of consent, social contracts, and
democratic processes in legitimizing states.

Overlooks potential benefits of the state in providing public goods
and maintaining order.

Critics argue that Rothbard’s view is idealistic regarding the
feasibility of stateless societies.

This balanced perspective highlights the importance of nuanced debate when
engaging with Rothbard’s work.

The Enduring Impact of Murray Rothbard’s
Anatomy of the State

Decades after its publication, murray rothbard anatomy of the state continues
to resonate within academic circles, political activism, and libertarian
philosophy. Its fundamental challenge to the nature and legitimacy of
government power has shaped discourse around state authority, individual
rights, and economic freedom.

In an era characterized by increasing scrutiny of government surveillance,
taxation, and regulatory reach, Rothbard’s insights offer a framework for
evaluating the balance between authority and liberty. While not universally
accepted, his anatomy of the state provides a critical tool for understanding
how political power operates and why vigilance remains necessary in
preserving democratic freedoms.

The dialogue inspired by Rothbard’s work persists across political spectrums,
reflecting ongoing tensions between state control and personal autonomy. As
societies grapple with complex governance issues, revisiting foundational
critiques like Rothbard’s remains essential for informed and dynamic
political thought.



Murray Rothbard Anatomy Of The State

  murray rothbard anatomy of the state: Anatomy of the State , Murray Rothbard was known
as the state's greatest living enemy, and this is his most succinct and powerful statement on the
topic, an exhibit A in how he came to wear that designation proudly. He shows how the state wrecks
freedom, destroys civilization, and threatens all lives and property and social well being. This gives a
succinct account of Rothbard’s view of the state. Following Franz Oppenheimer and Albert Jay Nock,
Rothbard regards the state as a predatory entity. It does not produce anything but rather steals
resources from those engaged in production. In applying this view to American history, Rothbard
makes use of the work of John C. Calhoun How can an organization of this type sustain itself? It must
engage in propaganda to induce popular support for its policies. Court intellectuals play a key role
here, and Rothbard cites as an example of ideological mystification the work of the influential legal
theorist Charles Black, Jr., on the way the Supreme Court has become a revered institution.
  murray rothbard anatomy of the state: Anatomy of the State Murray Rothbard, 2017-05-10
Murray Rothbard was known as the state's greatest living enemy, and this book is his most succinct
and powerful statement on the topic. He explains what a state is and what it is not. He shows how it
is an institution that violates all that we hold as honest and moral, and how it operates under a false
cover. He shows how the state wrecks freedom, destroys civilization, and threatens all lives and
property and social well being, all under the veneer of good intentions.
  murray rothbard anatomy of the state: Anatomy of the State Murray Rothbard, 2015-06-24
LARGE PRINT EDITION! More at LargePrintLiberty.com. This gives a succinct account of
Rothbard's view of the state. Following Franz Oppenheimer and Albert Jay Nock, Rothbard regards
the state as a predatory entity. It does not produce anything but rather steals resources from those
engaged in production. In applying this view to American history, Rothbard makes use of the work of
John C. Calhoun How can an organization of this type sustain itself? It must engage in propaganda to
induce popular support for its policies. Court intellectuals play a key role here, and Rothbard cites as
an example of ideological mystification the work of the influential legal theorist Charles Black, Jr., on
the way the Supreme Court has become a revered institution.
  murray rothbard anatomy of the state: Anatomy of the State Murray Newton Rothbard,
2009
  murray rothbard anatomy of the state: Contemporary Anarchism Terry M. Perlin, 2017-11-30
Anarchism—literally, a society without government—is less a political philosophy than it is a
temperament. Anarchists are defiant people who seek to organize for the purpose of destroying
organization. For its adherents, anarchism means a grand struggle against evil, a plea for the new, a
secular crusade against the debasement of self, a fight against the degradation of mankind that
organized society seems to represent. Anarchism is anti-politics, anti-economics,
anti-authoritarianism in all forms. Anarchism is a mood of perpetual rebellion. The decade of the
sixties witnessed a revival in the anarchist temperament, which Perlin finds evident in such diverse
efforts as the women's liberation movement, student demonstrations, civil rights marches, free
schools, the back to the land movement, demands for birth control and other—usually
controversial-causes and activities. This new anarchism had few conscious links with the old
anarchism. It was instead a response to changed conditions in the social fabric of American and
European life, a reflex to the structural, cultural and psychological tensions that made those years
turbulent, strife-filled and rebellious. Perlin concludes that while a revolution was not made in the
sixties, a revolutionary life-style became a possibility. The spokesmen for the marginal groups whose
interests achieved a new kind of legitimacy during the sixties were anarchists or their sympathizers.
A representative cross-section of their writings is included in this volume.
  murray rothbard anatomy of the state: Left, The Right and The State, The , 2008
  murray rothbard anatomy of the state: The Anatomy of the State Murray Newton Rothbard,
1977

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-176/murray-rothbard-anatomy-of-the-state.pdf


  murray rothbard anatomy of the state: Reaction Formations Joshua Branciforte, Ramsey
McGlazer, 2023-07-04 Today, an international new right has coalesced. Variously described as
nativist, right-populist, alt-right, and neofascist, far-right movements in many countries have
achieved electoral victories that not long ago seemed highly improbable. They have also developed a
new cultural politics. Adapting tactics from the left, the new right has moved from decorum to
transgression; from conservative propriety to the frank sexualization of political figures and
positions; from appealing to the conscious normalcy of the “silent majority” to recasting itself as a
protest movement of and for the aggrieved. These movements share a mandate for robust
nationalism, yet they also cultivate a striking international solidarity. Who is the subject of this
ethnonationalism? Many new right movements have in fact intensified or laid bare long-standing
tendencies, but this volume seeks to address aspects of their cultural politics that raise new and
urgent questions. How should we assess the new right’s disconcerting appropriations of strategies of
minoritarian resistance? How can we practice critique in the face of adversaries who claim to
practice a critique of their own? How do apparently post-normative versions of nationalism give rise
to heightened forms of militarism, incarceration, censorship, and inequality? How should we
understand the temporality of ethnonationalism, which combines a romance with archaic tradition,
an ethos of disruption driven by tech futurism frequently tinged with accelerationist pathos, and a
kitschy nostalgia for a hazily defined recent past, when things were “greater” than they are now?
Surveying nationalisms from Argentina, Brazil, France, Germany, India, Israel-Palestine, the United
Kingdom, and the United States, Reaction Formations gives a critical account of contemporary
ethnonationalist cultural politics, while drawing out counterstrategies for anti-fascist resistance.
Contributors: Tyler Blakeney, Chiara Bottici, Joshua Branciforte, Gisela Catanzaro, Melinda Cooper,
Julian Göpffarth, Ramsey McGlazer, Benjamin Noys, Bruno Perreau, Rahul Rao, Shaul Setter, and M.
Ty
  murray rothbard anatomy of the state: The Routledge Companion to Libertarianism Matt
Zwolinski, Benjamin Ferguson, 2022-04-28 Have you ever wondered what libertarians think about
vaccine mandates? About gun control? About racial and sexual inequalities? While libertarianism is
well known as a political theory relating to the scope and justification of state authority, the breadth
and depth of libertarian work on a wide range of other topics in social and political philosophy is less
well known. This handbook is the first definitive reference on libertarianism that offers an in-depth
survey of the central ideas from across philosophy, politics, and economics, including applications to
contemporary policy issues. The forty chapters in this work provide an encyclopedic overview of
libertarian scholarship, from foundational debates about natural rights theories vs. utilitarian
approaches, to policy debates over immigration, punishment and policing, and intellectual property.
Each chapter presents a comprehensive and up-to-date overview of historical and contemporary
libertarian thought on its subject, and thus serves as an essential guide to current scholarship, and a
starting place for discovering future lines of research. The book also contains a section on criticisms
of libertarianism, written by leading scholars from the feminist, republican, socialist, and
conservative perspectives, as well as a section on how libertarian political theory relates to various
schools of economic thought, such as the Chicago, Austrian, Bloomington, and Public Choice schools.
This book is an essential and comprehensive guide for anyone interested in libertarianism, whether
sympathizer or critic.
  murray rothbard anatomy of the state: The Three Ps of Liberty Allen Mendenhall,
2020-03-12 This book considers the “three Ps” of liberty: pragmatism, pluralism, and polycentricity.
These concepts enrich the complex tradition of classical liberal jurisprudence, providing workable
solutions based on the decentralization, diffusion, and dispersal of power.
  murray rothbard anatomy of the state: Anatomy of Liberty in Don Quijote de la Mancha Eric
Clifford Graf, 2021-03-09 Anatomy of Liberty in Don Quijote de la Manchapresents five major facets
of liberty as they appear in the first modern novel. Analyzing the novelist’s attitudes towards
religion, feminism, slavery, politics, and economics, Graf argues that Cervantes should be
considered a major precursor to great liberal thinkers like Locke, Smith, Mill, Montesquieu, Voltaire,



Jefferson, Madison, and Twain. Graf indicates not only the medieval and early modern grounds for
Cervantes’s ideas but also the ways in which he anticipated and influenced a wide range of modern
articulations of personal freedom. Resistance to tyranny, freedom of conscience, the liberation of
women, the abolition of slavery, and the principles of a free market economy are all still fundamental
to modern Western Civilization, making Don Quiijote de la Mancha extremely relevant to today’s
world. Anatomy of Liberty walks us through how Cervantes’s seminal work both foreshadowed and
relates to today’s modern society.
  murray rothbard anatomy of the state: The Anarchist Handbook , 2021-05-09 Anarchism
has been both a vision of a peaceful, cooperative society—and an ideology of revolutionary terror.
Since the term itself—anarchism—is a negation, there is a great deal of disagreement on what the
positive alternative would look like. The black flag comes in many colors. The Anarchist Handbook is
an opportunity for all these many varied voices to speak for themselves, from across the decades.
These were human beings who saw things differently from their fellow men. They fought and they
loved. They lived and they died. They disagreed on much, but they all shared one vision: Freedom.
  murray rothbard anatomy of the state: Robert E. Lee Allen C. Guelzo, 2021-09-28 A WALL
STREET JOURNAL BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR • From the award-winning historian and best-selling
author of Gettysburg comes the definitive biography of Robert E. Lee. An intimate look at the
Confederate general in all his complexity—his hypocrisy and courage, his inner turmoil and outward
calm, his disloyalty and his honor. An important contribution to reconciling the myths with the facts.
—New York Times Book Review Robert E. Lee is one of the most confounding figures in American
history. Lee betrayed his nation in order to defend his home state and uphold the slave system he
claimed to oppose. He was a traitor to the country he swore to serve as an Army officer, and yet he
was admired even by his enemies for his composure and leadership. He considered slavery immoral,
but benefited from inherited slaves and fought to defend the institution. And behind his genteel
demeanor and perfectionism lurked the insecurities of a man haunted by the legacy of a father who
stained the family name by declaring bankruptcy and who disappeared when Robert was just six
years old. In Robert E. Lee, the award-winning historian Allen Guelzo has written the definitive
biography of the general, following him from his refined upbringing in Virginia high society, to his
long career in the U.S. Army, his agonized decision to side with Virginia when it seceded from the
Union, and his leadership during the Civil War. Above all, Guelzo captures Robert E. Lee in all his
complexity--his hypocrisy and courage, his outward calm and inner turmoil, his honor and his
disloyalty.
  murray rothbard anatomy of the state: The Ultimate Tragedy Abid Ullah Jan, Rory Winter,
2006
  murray rothbard anatomy of the state: Democratic Extremism in Theory and Practice Paul
Lucardie, 2013-12-04 Democracy and extremism are usually considered as opposites. We assume
that our system (in the UK, the USA, the Netherlands etc.) is democratic, and extremists try to
destroy our system and introduce some kind of dictatorship, if not chaos and anarchy. Yet in many
cases, the extremists seem sincere in their attempt to construct a more democratic polity. Hence,
they can be called democrats and yet also extremists, in so far as they strive for a regime with
characteristics that are more extreme in a significant sense. This book analyses radical and extreme
democratic theories and ideas in their historical context, interlocked with critical descriptions of
historical institutions and experiments that help to evaluate the theories. Cases range from ancient
Athens to recent experiments with citizen juries and citizen assemblies, from the time-honoured
Swiss Landsgemeinde to contemporary (and controversial) workers’ councils in Venezuela and
participatory budgeting in Porto Alegre. Among the theorists discussed here are familiar names as
well as relatively unknown persons: Jean-Jacques Rousseau and Karl Marx, Murray Bookchin and
John Burnheim, William Godwin and Barbara Goodwin, Anton Pannekoek and Heinz Dieterich.
Whereas the extreme ideas do not seem to work very well in practice, they do indicate ways by
which we could make existing political systems more democratic. This book will be of interest to
students of Politics and Current Affairs, as well as inspiration to political activists and reformists.



  murray rothbard anatomy of the state: Everything Voluntary Skyler J. Collins, 2012-05-07
From the Introduction: The mainstream political, education, and parenting philosophies all have one
thing in common: promoting the domination of one group of people over another. In politics, this is
the ruling class, i.e., politicians and bureaucrats, over the ruled. In education and parenting, this is
teachers or parents over their children. Someone's interest prevails over someone else's, and in
these arenas, violent solutions prevail over peaceful ones. The purpose of this book is to question the
“virtues” of human relations based on violent coercion, and to promote instead human relations
based on mutual consent. For it is under one type or the other that human interaction in all arenas
of life necessarily fall. From large-scale social organization and maintenance to the small-scale
family unit, it is the position of this editor that peace and prosperity are most likely achieved through
relations based on mutual consent. This book should prime the reader to develop an understanding
and commitment to the political, social, and life philosophy called “voluntaryism.” Back Cover
Endorsements: A wonderful selection of first-rate essays on one of the most important principles of
civilized life—cooperating with people instead of controlling, taxing, dragooning, bullying or
bombing them. Bravo, Skyler Collins! - Lawrence W. Reed, author of Striking The Root, and
president of the Foundation for Economic Education. This collection is especially valuable because it
comes from the mind of someone who became convinced of the case for liberty -- and so we have
here some of the most intellectually compelling literature of the modern libertarian world. The
application to family life presents a serious challenge even to those who embrace political and
economic liberty, but puzzle about how to apply these principles in their own life. In this, there is a
collection about high thought and real action, and that's a beautiful combination. - Jeffrey Tucker,
author of It's a Jetson's World and Bourbon for Breakfast, executive editor of Laissez Faire Books,
and former editorial vice president of the Ludwig von Mises Institute. This book contains a very
useful, well-organized, and carefully selected set of essays centered around the idea of human
liberty, what Hazlitt called 'cooperatism' [Foundations of Morality, p. xii] and what the editor calls
'voluntaryism.' In addition to covering the basics of politics and economics, the book contains a large
number of essays devoted to education and parenting. This decision makes perfect sense, when we
realize that our children and the ideas they are exposed to are the greatest hope for liberty in
generations to come. I highly recommend this excellent volume, for beginners, activists, and
seasoned libertarians. - Stephan Kinsella, author of Against Intellectual Property, and director of The
Center for the Study of Innovative Freedom.
  murray rothbard anatomy of the state: 50 Economics Classics Tom Butler-Bowdon,
2022-11-08 Economics drives the modern world and shapes our lives, but few of us feel we have time
to engage with the breadth of ideas in the subject. 50 Economics Classics is the smart person's guide
to two centuries of discussion of finance, capitalism and the global economy. From Adam Smith's
Wealth of Nations to Thomas Piketty's bestseller Capital in the Twenty-First Century, here are the
great reads, seminal ideas and famous texts, clarified and illuminated for all. The revised edition
will: · include 5-6 new titles addressing some more up to date areas of the subject such as The
Bitcoin Standard, The Age of Surveillance Capitalism and Discrimination and Disparities · have a
revised introduction to reflect on the current turbulence and challenges facing the global economy
over the next decade · have some of the less relevant titles removed 'Something of a modern classic
in its own right.' E&T magazine '50 Economics Classics is a celebration of the large imaginative
canvasses of the great economists. Butler-Bowdon's choices are broad, interdisciplinary and
compellingly idiosyncratic. His chapters are not simply straight summaries of the chosen works, but
thoughtful reflections on why we should care about this or that book and what its relevance is for us
today. Butler-Bowdon's renderings are done so well that one might never bother going back to the
original! Professional economists, students and general readers alike will find much here to delight
in and many new byways to explore.' Niall Kishtainy, Fellow in Economic History, London School of
Economics
  murray rothbard anatomy of the state: Jesus Is an Anarchist James Redford, 2001-12-19
ABSTRACT: The teachings and actions of Jesus Christ (Yeshua Ha’Mashiach) and the apostles



recorded in the New Testament are analyzed in regard to their ethical and political philosophy, with
analysis of context vis-à-vis the Old Testament (Tanakh, or Hebrew Bible) being given. From this
analysis, it is shown that Jesus is a libertarian anarchist, i.e., a consistent voluntaryist. The
implications this has for the world are profound, and the ramifications of Jesus’s anarchism to
Christians’ attitudes toward government (the state) and its actions are explicated.
  murray rothbard anatomy of the state: The Power of Habeas Corpus in America Anthony
Gregory, 2013-04-15 Despite its mystique as the greatest Anglo-American legal protection, habeas
corpus' history features power plays, political hypocrisy, ad hoc jurisprudence, and failures in
securing individual liberty. This book tells the story of the writ from medieval England to modern
America, crediting the rocky history to the writ's very nature as a government power. The book
weighs in on habeas' historical controversies - addressing its origins, the relationship between king
and parliament, the US Constitution's Suspension Clause, the writ's role in the power struggle
between the federal government and the states, and the proper scope of federal habeas for state
prisoners and wartime detainees from the Civil War and World War II to the War on Terror. It
stresses the importance of liberty and detention policy in making the writ more than a tool of power.
The book presents a more nuanced and critical view of the writ's history, showing the dark side of
this most revered judicial power.
  murray rothbard anatomy of the state: The Marginal Revolutionaries Janek Wasserman,
2019-09-24 A group history of the Austrian School of Economics, from the coffeehouses of imperial
Vienna to the modern-day Tea Party The Austrian School of Economics—a movement that has had a
vast impact on economics, politics, and society, especially among the American right—is poorly
understood by supporters and detractors alike. Defining themselves in opposition to the mainstream,
economists such as Ludwig von Mises, Friedrich Hayek, and Joseph Schumpeter built the School's
international reputation with their work on business cycles and monetary theory. Their focus on
individualism—and deep antipathy toward socialism—ultimately won them a devoted audience
among the upper echelons of business and government. In this collective biography, Janek
Wasserman brings these figures to life, showing that in order to make sense of the Austrians and
their continued influence, one must understand the backdrop against which their philosophy was
formed—notably, the collapse of the Austro†‘Hungarian Empire and a half†‘century of war and exile.
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