
iris marion young inclusion and democracy
**Iris Marion Young Inclusion and Democracy: Exploring Justice in the Political Sphere**

iris marion young inclusion and democracy are concepts deeply intertwined in contemporary
political philosophy. Young’s work offers a refreshing and critical perspective on how democratic
societies can move beyond mere procedural justice to embrace genuine inclusivity. She challenges
traditional democratic theories that often overlook the voices of marginalized groups, pushing for a
more participatory and equitable political environment. Understanding her ideas opens up new
pathways to thinking about justice, representation, and social inclusion in modern democracies.

The Foundations of Iris Marion Young’s Political
Thought

Iris Marion Young was a prominent political theorist whose work focused on issues of justice,
democracy, and social inclusion. Her critical approach stems from a feminist and social justice
perspective, emphasizing how systemic inequalities affect political participation. Unlike classic
liberal theories that prioritize formal equality—treating everyone the same under the law—Young
advocates for recognizing difference and addressing structural barriers that prevent marginalized
groups from full participation.

From Formal Equality to Structural Inclusion

Young critiques the idea that democracy is fulfilled merely by ensuring equal rights or voting
opportunities. While these are necessary, they are insufficient for real inclusion. She argues that
social groups such as women, racial minorities, working-class communities, and immigrants often
face exclusion not because of formal legal barriers but due to social and institutional structures that
limit their voice and agency.

Her concept of the “politics of difference” encourages acknowledging and valuing differences rather
than trying to assimilate everyone into a homogenized political identity. This approach fosters a
more vibrant democracy where diverse perspectives contribute to decision-making processes,
enriching the quality and legitimacy of democratic outcomes.

Inclusion as a Democratic Ideal

Inclusion is central to Iris Marion Young’s vision of democracy. But what does inclusion mean in this
context? For Young, inclusion goes beyond just being present; it entails active engagement and
influence in shaping political decisions. It means creating spaces where marginalized voices are not
only heard but also respected and integrated into the collective will.



Communicative Democracy and the Role of Dialogue

One of Young’s key contributions is her emphasis on communicative democracy. She believes that
democratic legitimacy arises from open and respectful dialogue among diverse groups. This dialogue
is not about consensus in the traditional sense but about mutual recognition and understanding.
Through communicative practices, participants can express their unique experiences and
perspectives, leading to more informed and just policy outcomes.

This approach contrasts with deliberative democracy models that often prioritize rational
argumentation and may inadvertently silence emotional or experiential forms of expression. Young’s
framework appreciates the importance of storytelling, cultural narratives, and embodied experiences
as valid contributions to political discourse.

Overcoming Structural Barriers to Participation

Young identifies several structural barriers that hinder genuine inclusion in democratic processes.
These include social inequalities, cultural domination, economic disparities, and institutional
discrimination. For example, marginalized groups may lack access to education or resources
necessary for effective participation, or they might be systematically excluded from formal political
institutions.

To address these barriers, Young advocates for institutional reforms that facilitate participation,
such as creating inclusive forums, recognizing group-specific rights, and promoting policies that
empower disadvantaged communities. This requires a shift from a solely individualistic view of
democracy to one that appreciates collective identities and group-based claims.

Justice and Democracy: The Interplay According to Iris
Marion Young

Young’s theory links justice intimately with democracy. She sees justice not only as fairness in
distribution but also as recognition and representation. This multidimensional view broadens the
traditional focus on redistribution of resources to include political and social dimensions.

The Five Faces of Oppression

A crucial part of Young’s analysis is her identification of the “five faces of oppression,” which clarify
how injustice manifests in society:

Exploitation: Unequal control over labor and resources.

Marginalization: Social exclusion from meaningful participation.



Powerlessness: Lack of authority, status, and sense of self.

Cultural Imperialism: Dominant cultural norms suppress other identities.

Violence: Physical and psychological harm inflicted on marginalized groups.

By highlighting these dimensions, Young encourages democratic societies to recognize the complex
ways in which injustice operates and to design inclusive political mechanisms that address these
multiple forms of oppression.

Democracy as a Practice of Justice

In Young’s vision, democracy becomes a practice through which justice is realized. This means
fostering institutions and cultures that enable marginalized groups not just to participate but to
influence policies that affect their lives. It also involves ongoing critical reflection on how democratic
processes might reproduce inequalities and actively working to transform such dynamics.

Her emphasis on participatory parity—where all members have equal opportunity to participate—is
a normative standard guiding democratic reforms. This standard pushes for creating conditions that
enable every person and group to contribute to collective decision-making on an equal footing.

Practical Implications of Young’s Inclusion and
Democracy

Young’s theories are not only philosophical but also have practical implications for how democracies
can evolve to become more inclusive and just.

Inclusive Public Deliberation

One actionable insight is the design of public deliberation forums that actively include marginalized
voices. This may involve:

Facilitating smaller, culturally sensitive discussion groups.

Ensuring language accessibility and translation services.

Providing education and resources to empower participants.

Valuing experiential knowledge alongside expert analysis.



Such practices help bridge gaps in social power and make democratic dialogue more representative
of society’s diversity.

Policy-Making with an Inclusion Lens

Young’s work encourages policymakers to consider how laws and policies might inadvertently
exclude or marginalize certain groups. For example, urban planning decisions that do not involve
low-income residents can perpetuate social exclusion. Incorporating participatory mechanisms like
citizen assemblies, community consultations, and minority advisory councils can counteract these
tendencies.

Challenges and Critiques

While Young’s ideas have been influential, they also face critiques. Some argue that focusing on
group identities risks fragmenting society or undermining universal principles of justice. Others
point out the practical difficulties of ensuring equal participation in deeply unequal societies.

However, these critiques often underscore the importance of balancing difference and unity—a
challenge that Young herself acknowledges. Her framework invites ongoing dialogue and
experimentation in democratic practices rather than rigid prescriptions.

The Enduring Relevance of Iris Marion Young Inclusion
and Democracy

In today’s political climate, marked by rising social movements and demands for greater equity, Iris
Marion Young’s insights into inclusion and democracy feel more relevant than ever. Her work
challenges us to rethink the meaning of democratic participation and justice in ways that embrace
diversity rather than ignore it.

By highlighting the complexities of oppression and the need for participatory parity, Young’s
philosophy provides tools for activists, scholars, and policymakers striving to build more inclusive
democratic institutions. Whether addressing racial justice, gender equality, immigrant rights, or
economic disparities, her ideas offer a powerful framework to envision democracy as a living,
evolving practice rooted in fairness, respect, and collective empowerment.

Engaging with Iris Marion Young’s work invites us all to consider: what does it truly mean to be
included in a democracy? And how can our societies move closer to realizing that ideal for everyone,
especially those historically left on the margins?

Frequently Asked Questions



Who was Iris Marion Young and what is her contribution to
political theory?
Iris Marion Young was a prominent political theorist known for her work on justice, democracy, and
inclusion. She contributed significantly to feminist political theory and theories of democratic
participation, emphasizing the importance of recognizing diverse social groups in democratic
processes.

What is Iris Marion Young's concept of inclusion in
democracy?
Young's concept of inclusion in democracy centers on the idea that democratic processes should
actively incorporate marginalized and diverse social groups. She argued that true democracy
requires not just formal equality but also the meaningful participation and representation of all
social groups, especially those historically excluded.

How does Iris Marion Young differentiate between formal and
substantive inclusion?
Young differentiates formal inclusion as the mere right to participate in democratic processes, while
substantive inclusion involves the actual ability and opportunity to influence decisions. She
emphasizes that substantive inclusion requires addressing structural inequalities and social barriers
that prevent marginalized groups from full participation.

What role does Iris Marion Young assign to difference in
democratic inclusion?
Young views social difference as a valuable resource in democratic inclusion rather than a problem.
She advocates for a politics of difference that recognizes and values diverse perspectives and
experiences, arguing that democracy is strengthened when it embraces and incorporates these
differences.

How does Iris Marion Young's theory address the challenges of
group representation in democracy?
Young suggests a model of democratic inclusion that goes beyond traditional representation by
encouraging participatory democracy and communicative practices. She proposes mechanisms like
group-specific forums and deliberative spaces to ensure marginalized groups can express their
unique perspectives and influence policy decisions.

What is the significance of Iris Marion Young's book 'Inclusion
and Democracy'?
In 'Inclusion and Democracy,' Young elaborates her theory of democratic inclusion, critiquing
traditional liberal and deliberative democratic theories for overlooking issues of power and
exclusion. The book is significant for its comprehensive framework on how to achieve more inclusive
and just democratic societies by recognizing difference and fostering participatory engagement.



How can Iris Marion Young's ideas on inclusion and
democracy be applied in contemporary politics?
Young's ideas can be applied by designing democratic institutions and practices that facilitate the
participation of marginalized groups, such as implementing inclusive deliberative forums, promoting
social justice policies, and recognizing group-specific needs. Her framework encourages ongoing
efforts to dismantle systemic barriers and create more equitable political environments.

Additional Resources
**Iris Marion Young: Inclusion and Democracy in Contemporary Political Thought**

iris marion young inclusion and democracy represent a critical intersection in contemporary
political theory, where questions of justice, participation, and representation converge. Young’s
work offers a profound critique of traditional democratic models, emphasizing the necessity of
inclusive practices that recognize diverse social groups and their distinct experiences. This article
explores the core principles of Iris Marion Young’s contributions to inclusion and democracy,
analyzing their implications for modern governance and social justice.

Theoretical Foundations of Iris Marion Young’s
Political Philosophy

Iris Marion Young, a formidable figure in feminist and political theory, fundamentally challenges the
classical liberal notions of democracy that prioritize formal equality and universal representation.
Her approach centers on what she terms the “politics of difference,” where inclusion must move
beyond mere numerical representation to embrace the varied identities and voices of marginalized
groups.

Young’s philosophy critiques the “idealized” citizen model, which often assumes a homogenized
public sphere. Instead, she argues for a democratic practice that acknowledges structural
inequalities and systemic exclusions. This perspective is crucial for understanding her innovative
concept of inclusion—not just as participation, but as the transformation of political structures to
accommodate difference.

Inclusion as a Democratic Imperative

At the heart of Young’s theory is the idea that democracy must be inclusive in a substantive sense.
Inclusion, according to Young, involves more than allowing marginalized individuals to vote or
speak; it requires creating spaces where their experiences and perspectives shape political
deliberation and decision-making.

This approach addresses the limitations of traditional democracy, which often fails to capture the
realities of marginalized communities. Young’s inclusion is about recognition and the redistribution
of power, ensuring that diverse groups have meaningful access to influence political outcomes.



Democracy Beyond Formal Equality

Young distinguishes between formal equality — the principle that all citizens have equal rights —
and substantive equality, which considers social and economic disparities that affect participation.
Her critique highlights how formal equality can mask persistent inequalities that undermine
democratic legitimacy.

By focusing on the lived experiences of oppressed groups, Young insists that democracy must be
reimagined to promote equity in participation. This means addressing barriers such as racism,
sexism, and economic disadvantage that hinder full democratic engagement.

Practical Applications of Young’s Inclusion and
Democracy

Young’s conceptual framework has significant implications for contemporary democratic
governance, especially in multicultural societies grappling with diversity and inclusion.

Deliberative Democracy and the Politics of Difference

Young’s emphasis on inclusive deliberation challenges traditional deliberative democracy models
that prioritize consensus and rational-critical debate. She argues that these models often
marginalize those who do not share dominant communicative norms or who bring different cultural
perspectives.

Instead, Young advocates for a pluralistic deliberation that accommodates multiple forms of
communication, including storytelling, testimony, and other expressive practices that reflect diverse
experiences. This pluralism enhances democratic legitimacy by broadening the scope of voices heard
in public discourse.

Group Representation and Social Justice

Incorporating Iris Marion Young’s ideas into democratic institutions involves rethinking
representation. She proposes group representation as a means to ensure marginalized groups have
direct influence in political processes, challenging the notion that individuals act solely as private
citizens.

This approach aligns with contemporary debates on identity politics and affirmative action,
advocating for institutional mechanisms that recognize social groups’ collective interests without
reducing individuals to fixed categories.



Challenges and Critiques

While Young’s theory of inclusion has been widely influential, it also faces critiques. Some argue that
emphasizing group difference risks fragmenting democratic society or undermining universal
principles of citizenship. Others question the practical feasibility of implementing such inclusive
models in complex political systems.

Nevertheless, Young’s work provides a vital corrective to exclusionary practices and offers a
roadmap for enhancing democratic participation in increasingly diverse contexts.

Comparative Perspectives on Inclusion and Democracy

Contrasting Iris Marion Young’s approach with other democratic theories reveals its distinctiveness
and relevance.

Liberal Democracy: Prioritizes individual rights and procedural fairness but often neglects
structural inequalities that limit participation.

Deliberative Democracy: Focuses on rational discourse and consensus but can exclude non-
dominant communicative styles and marginalized voices.

Radical Democracy: Embraces conflict and difference as democratic strengths but
sometimes lacks practical frameworks for inclusion.

Young’s framework synthesizes these perspectives by insisting on inclusive practices that recognize
difference while promoting equitable participation and social justice.

Implications for Policy and Civic Engagement

Applying Iris Marion Young’s insights to policy-making encourages governments to design inclusive
public forums, participatory budgeting processes, and culturally sensitive deliberative practices.
These approaches foster democratic engagement that reflects complex social realities.

Moreover, civic education informed by Young’s ideas promotes awareness of systemic barriers and
cultivates empathy for diverse perspectives. This shift is essential for sustaining democratic
legitimacy in pluralistic societies.

Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of Iris Marion
Young’s Inclusion and Democracy



Iris Marion Young’s profound contributions to the discourse on inclusion and democracy offer
critical tools for addressing contemporary political challenges. By foregrounding difference,
structural inequality, and the politics of participation, her work enriches democratic theory and
practice.

In a world marked by increasing diversity and persistent inequality, embracing Young’s vision of
inclusive democracy is not only a matter of justice but a necessary step toward more resilient and
representative political systems. As democratic institutions evolve, the principles articulated by
Young remain central to fostering equitable and meaningful political engagement for all citizens.

Iris Marion Young Inclusion And Democracy

  iris marion young inclusion and democracy: Inclusion and Democracy Iris Marion Young,
2002 Democratic equality entails a principle that everyone whose basic interests are affected by
policies should be included in the process of making them. Yet individuals and groups often claim
that decision making processes are dominated by only some of the interests and perspectives in the
society. What are the ideals of inclusion through which such criticisms should be made, and which
might guide more inclusive political practice? This book considers that question from the point of
view of norms of democratic communication, processes of representation and association, and how
wide the scope of political jurisdictions should be. Democratic theorists have not sufficiently
attended to the ways processes of debate and decision making often marginalize individuals and
groups because the norms of political discussion are biased against some forms of expression.
Inclusion and Democracy broadens our understanding of democratic communication by reflecting on
the positive political functions of narrative, rhetorically situated appeals, and public protest. It
reconstructs concepts of civil society and public sphere as enacting such plural forms of
communication among debating citizens in large-scale societies. The book considers issues of the
scope of the polity at two levels: global and local. The scope of a polity should extend as wide as the
scope of social and economic interactions that raise issues of justice. Today this implies the need for
global democratic institutions. At a more local level, processes of residential segregation and the
design of municipal jurisdictions often result in the ability for actions in one locale to affect those in
other locales without those making the decisions having to include some of those affected in the
decision making process. Metropolitan governments which preserve significant local autonomy may
therefore be necessary to promote political equality.
  iris marion young inclusion and democracy: Citizenship, Inclusion and Democracy Mitja
Sardoc, 2006-10-09 In Citizenship, Inclusion, and Democracy, six expert contributors explore the
conceptual and empirical significance of the work of leading contemporary political philosopher, Iris
Marion Young, and her work in the field of education. Illuminates the discussion about the centrality
of public education. Explores the idea of an inclusive, publicly mandated, system if education by
looking at the topics of citizenship, group-based politics, social justice, difference, democracy,
equality, and inclusion in education. Includes a thorough introduction from editor Mitja Sardoc, and
a response essay from Iris Marion Young.
  iris marion young inclusion and democracy: Revisiting Iris Marion Young on Normalisation,
Inclusion and Democracy U. Vieten, 2014-11-07 Revisiting Iris Marion Young on Normalisation,
Inclusion and Democracy presents an innovative collection of politically and theoretically inspiring
papers by feminist, queer and postcolonial writers. All authors engage with Young's politics of
cultural difference and a 'politics of positional difference' read against her critique of normalisation.
  iris marion young inclusion and democracy: Democratic Autonomy Henry S. Richardson,
2002 What would our decision-making procedures look like if they were actually guided by the
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much-discussed concept of deliberative democracy? What does rule by the people for the people
entail? And how can a modern government's reliance on administrative agencies be reconciled with
this populist ideal? What form must democratic reasoning take in the modern administrative state?
Democratic Autonomy squarely faces these challenges to the deliberative democratic ideal. It
identifies processes of reasoning that avert bureaucratic domination and bring diverse people into
political agreement. To bridge our differences intelligently, Richardson argues, we cannot rely on
instrumentalist approaches to policy reasoning, such as cost-benefit analysis. Instead, citizens must
arrive at reasonable compromises through fair, truth-oriented processes of deliberation. Using
examples from programs as diverse as disability benefits and environmental regulation, he shows
how the administrative policy-making necessary to carrying out most legislation can be part of our
deciding what to do. Opposing both those liberal theorists who have attacked the populist ideal and
those neo-republican theorists who have given up on it, Richardson builds an account of popular rule
that is sensitive to the challenges to public deliberation that arise from relying on liberal
constitutional guarantees, representative institutions, majority rule, and administrative rulemaking.
Written in a nontechnical style and engaged with practical issues of everyday politics, this highly
original and rigorous restatement of what democracy entails is essential reading for political
theorists, philosophers, public choice theorists, constitutional and administrative lawyers, and policy
analysts.
  iris marion young inclusion and democracy: Inclusion and Democracy Iris Marion Young,
2002
  iris marion young inclusion and democracy: The Future Of Democratic Equality Joseph
M. Schwartz, 2008-10-31 In a broad critique of contempororary radical political theory, Joseph
Schwartz imagines a feasible, progressive, majoritarian, global politics in a post-industrial world.
What would it look like, and how could we get there?
  iris marion young inclusion and democracy: Justice and the Politics of Difference Iris
Marion Young, 2011-08-22 In this classic work of feminist political thought, Iris Marion Young
challenges the prevailing reduction of social justice to distributive justice. It critically analyzes basic
concepts underlying most theories of justice, including impartiality, formal equality, and the unitary
moral subjectivity. The starting point for her critique is the experience and concerns of the new
social movements about decision making, cultural expression, and division of labor--that were
created by marginal and excluded groups, including women, African Americans, and American
Indians, as well as gays and lesbians. Iris Young defines concepts of domination and oppression to
cover issues eluding the distributive model. Democratic theorists, according to Young do not
adequately address the problem of an inclusive participatory framework. By assuming a
homogeneous public, they fail to consider institutional arrangements for including people not
culturally identified with white European male norms of reason and respectability. Young urges that
normative theory and public policy should undermine group-based oppression by affirming rather
than suppressing social group difference. Basing her vision of the good society on the differentiated,
culturally plural network of contemporary urban life, she argues for a principle of group
representation in democratic publics and for group-differentiated policies. Danielle Allen's new
foreword contextualizes Young's work and explains how debates surrounding social justice have
changed since--and been transformed by--the original publication of Justice and the Politics of
Difference.
  iris marion young inclusion and democracy: Decentralization, Democratization, and
Informal Power in Mexico Andrew Selee, 2015-10-20 In the last two decades of the twentieth
century, many countries in Latin America freed themselves from the burden of their authoritarian
pasts and developed democratic political systems. At the same time, they began a process of shifting
many governmental responsibilities from the national to the state and local levels. Much has been
written about how decentralization has fostered democratization, but informal power relationships
inherited from the past have complicated the ways in which citizens voice their concerns and have
undermined the accountability of elected officials. In this book, Andrew Selee seeks to illuminate the



complex linkages between informal and formal power by comparing how they worked in three
Mexican cities. The process of decentralization is shown to have been intermediated by existing
spheres of political influence, which in turn helped determine how much the institution of multiparty
democracy in the country could succeed in bringing democracy “closer to home.”
  iris marion young inclusion and democracy: Critical Theory and Democratic Vision Arnold L.
Farr, 2009-01-01 While there are a number of books on Marcuse, Critical Theory and Democratic
Vision is the first to examine the problem of democracy through Marcusean lenses. Marcuse is
revived for the sake of helping us rethink what it takes to have a democratic society based on
inclusion and equality.
  iris marion young inclusion and democracy: Constructing Community Brian Elliott,
2010-08-20 Constructing Community examines community from the particular perspective of the
shaping and control of urban space in contemporary liberal democracies. Following a consideration
and critique of influential theories of community that have arisen within European philosophy over
the last three decades, Brian Elliott investigates parallel approaches to community within urban
theory and practice over the same period. Underlying the comparison of political theory and urban
practice is a basic assumption that community and place are intimately connected such that the one
cannot be adequately understood without the other. The underlying intention of this book is to
advocate a particular understanding of community, one that centers on collective, grassroots
oppositional action. While it draws on certain current theories and practices, the model of
community put forward is far from the orthodox position. This study is a provocative and original
analysis of the question of urban politics in contemporary liberal democracies. It offers a strong case
for reconsidering current debates on democratic politics in light of the connection between political
power and the control of public space and the built environment.
  iris marion young inclusion and democracy: Reconstructing Post-Nationalist Liberal
Pluralism K. Smits, 2005-12-09 This book examines liberal theory's attempts to accommodate
pluralism, asking two fundamental questions: 1. How and why have theorists based their defences
and proposed revisions of liberal pluralism upon particular and contestable definitions of what is the
relevant and significant plurality? 2. Can a revised liberal pluralism account for the political
significance of sub-national identity group membership?
  iris marion young inclusion and democracy: Global Poverty and Individual Responsibility
Abigail Gosselin, 2009-01-01 This book considers what responsibilities affluent individuals have
toward global poverty, given that global poverty is a problem with structural, political causes, and
one that generally requires collective action. By looking at the intersection of moral, political, and
legal philosophy, this book gives a pluralistic and differentiated account of individual duties based
on a person's moral agency, her roles within collective groups (including her occupational and civic
roles), and her institutional identities as citizen and consumer.
  iris marion young inclusion and democracy: Judicial Review and Contemporary
Democratic Theory Scott E. Lemieux, David J. Watkins, 2017-11-03 For decades, the question of
judicial review’s status in a democratic political system has been adjudicated through the framework
of what Alexander Bickel labeled the counter-majoritarian difficulty. That is, the idea that judicial
review is particularly problematic for democracy because it opposes the will of the majority. Judicial
Review and Contemporary Democratic Theory begins with an assessment of the empirical and
theoretical flaws of this framework, and an account of the ways in which this framework has
hindered meaningful investigation into judicial review’s value within a democratic political system.
To replace the counter-majoritarian difficulty framework, Scott E. Lemieux and David J. Watkins
draw on recent work in democratic theory emphasizing democracy’s opposition to domination and
analyses of constitutional court cases in the United States, Canada, and elsewhere to examine
judicial review in its institutional and political context. Developing democratic criteria for veto points
in a democratic system and comparing them to each other against these criteria, Lemieux and
Watkins yield fresh insights into judicial review’s democratic value. This book is essential reading for
students of law and courts, judicial politics, legal theory and constitutional law.



  iris marion young inclusion and democracy: Inclusive Equality Colleen Sheppard, 2010 An
innovative work that outlines new ways to think about equality and law.
  iris marion young inclusion and democracy: Feminist Constitutionalism Beverley Baines,
Daphne Barak-Erez, Tsvi Kahana, 2012-04-16 Constitutionalism affirms the idea that democracy
should not lead to the violation of human rights or the oppression of minorities. This book aims to
explore the relationship between constitutional law and feminism. The contributors offer a spectrum
of approaches and the analysis is set across a wide range of topics, including both familiar ones like
reproductive rights and marital status, and emerging issues such as a new societal approach to
household labor and participation of women in constitutional discussions online. The book is divided
into six parts: I) feminism as a challenge to constitutional theory; II) feminism and judging; III)
feminism, democracy, and political participation; IV) the constitutionalism of reproductive rights; V)
women's rights, multiculturalism, and diversity; and VI) women between secularism and religion.
  iris marion young inclusion and democracy: The Democratic Legitimacy of International
Law Steven Wheatley, 2010-06-02 The objective of this work is to restate the requirements of
democratic legitimacy in terms of the deliberative ideal developed by Jürgen Habermas, and apply
the understanding to the systems of global governance. The idea of democracy requires that the
people decide, through democratic procedures, all policy issues that are politically decidable. But
the state is not a voluntary association of free and equal citizens; it is a construct of international
law, and subject to international law norms. Political self-determination takes places within a
framework established by domestic and international public law. A compensatory form of democratic
legitimacy for inter-state norms can be established through deliberative forms of diplomacy and a
requirement of consent to international law norms, but the decline of the Westphalian political
settlement means that the two-track model of democratic self-determination is no longer sufficient to
explain the legitimacy and authority of law. The emergence of non-state sites for the production of
global norms that regulate social, economic and political life within the state requires an evaluation
of the concept of (international) law and the (legitimate) authority of non-state actors. Given that
states retain a monopoly on the coercive enforcement of law and the primary responsibility for the
guarantee of the public and private autonomy of citizens, the legitimacy and authority of the laws
that regulate the conditions of social life should be evaluated by each democratic state. The
construction of a multiverse of democratic visions of global governance by democratic states will
have the practical consequence of democratising the international law order, providing democratic
legitimacy for international law.
  iris marion young inclusion and democracy: Gendered Agency in War and Peace Maria
O’Reilly, 2017-11-03 This book examines how gendered agency emerges in peacebuilding contexts.
It develops a feminist critique of the international peacebuilding interventions, through a study of
transitional justice policies and practices implemented in Bosnia & Herzegovina, and local activists’
responses to official discourses surrounding them. Extending Nancy Fraser’s tripartite model of
justice to peacebuilding contexts, the book also advances notions of recognition, redistribution and
representation as crucial components of gender-just peace. It argues that recognising women as
victims and survivors of conflict, achieving a gender-equitable distribution of material and symbolic
resources, and enabling women to participate as agents of transitional justice processes, are all
essential for transforming the structural inequalities that enable gender violence and discrimination
to materialise before, during, and after conflict. This study establishes a new avenue of analysis for
understanding responses and resistances to international peacebuilding, by offering a sustained
engagement with feminist social and political theory.
  iris marion young inclusion and democracy: The Ethics of Inclusive Education Franziska
Felder, 2021-12-30 The Ethics of Inclusive Education clarifies the idea of inclusion and its normative
content, and presents a coherent theoretical framework for inclusion and inclusive education. It
serves as one of the first extended philosophical defenses in the field of inclusive education that goes
beyond a simple assertion of educational value. Integrating perspectives from the history, sociology
and psychology of inclusive education, this book develops a holistic concept of inclusion, while



clearly and systematically examining the ethical-normative content of inclusive education. It also
offers: an interdisciplinary analysis of inclusion and inclusive schooling, ranging from historical to
sociological analysis of their predecessors and preconditions, to the investigation of their
philosophical and educational content, an in-depth analysis of the moral significance of exclusion,
the value of inclusion and inclusive education from an analytical point of view, and practice-oriented
investigations of the individual and social conditions for inclusion and inclusive education. The
Ethics of Inclusive Education serves researchers, practitioners and politicians, to make key
educational decisions about how to understand, explore or realize inclusive educational aims,
especially with respect to disability and special needs.
  iris marion young inclusion and democracy: Speaking for Others Wendy Salkin, 2024-07-09
In Speaking for Others, political philosopher Wendy Salkin develops the first systematic conceptual
and moral analysis of informal political representation. Salkin argues that informal representation
can be a political lifeline, particularly for oppressed and marginalized groups that are denied
representation in formal political institutions. Yet informal political representatives exert outsized
influence over the ways these groups’ interests are understood by the public, without the
represented having much recourse to hold them accountable. And many informal political
representatives are selected not by the groups they represent but by outsiders, sticking these groups
with representatives they would not choose but cannot shake. The role of informal political
representatives is therefore fraught with moral questions. What exactly are their duties and to whom
are they owed? Should they be members of the groups they represent? When is informal
representation permissible and when is it best avoided? Speaking for Others explores the tensions
central to this pervasive yet underexamined practice, bringing light to both its perils and its
promise. --
  iris marion young inclusion and democracy: Peaceful Approaches for a More Peaceful
World , 2022-02-07 Events in recent times have led many to rightly question the compatibility such
traditionally revered concepts as democracy, liberal tolerance, and capitalism have with the
realization of social peace. Clearly, it can no longer be uncritically assumed that the values
championed by earlier generations are conducive to reaching peaceful outcomes. In Peaceful
Approaches for a More Peaceful World, a wide array of scholars explore the challenges presented in
the current age to conventional understandings of what is required for peace and provide insights
that are both practical and constructive to a world in urgent need of conceiving new ways forward.
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