illness as metaphor and aids and its
metaphors

**I1llness as Metaphor and AIDS and Its Metaphors: Understanding the Language
of Disease**

illness as metaphor and aids and its metaphors opens a window into how
societies interpret and express the experience of disease beyond the
biological facts. When we talk about illness, especially chronic or
stigmatized conditions like AIDS, we often rely on metaphors—powerful
linguistic tools that shape perceptions, fears, and even policies. Exploring
this intersection reveals how language not only describes but also constructs
realities around sickness, influencing how patients, caregivers, and the
public engage with health and disease.

The Power of Illness as Metaphor

Illness has long served as a metaphor in literature, culture, and everyday
speech. When Susan Sontag published her groundbreaking work *Illness as
Metaphor* in 1978, she challenged the common practice of wrapping disease in
symbolic language that often stigmatizes patients. Metaphors like "cancer as
a battle" or "plague as divine punishment" imbue illness with meanings that
extend far beyond the medical facts. These metaphorical frames can either
empower or alienate those affected.

Why We Use Metaphors for Illness

Humans naturally seek to make sense of complex and frightening experiences,
and illness is no exception. Metaphors help us conceptualize something that
might otherwise feel chaotic or incomprehensible. For example:

— Framing illness as a “battle” can inspire courage and resilience.
— Describing disease as “invasion” or “enemy” can help explain how the body
is under attack.

However, metaphors also carry baggage. They can imply blame, fear, or moral
judgment, affecting how society treats the sick. For instance, the metaphor
of “cancer as a battle” sometimes suggests that patients who do not recover
have somehow failed to “fight hard enough,” which is unfair and misleading.

AIDS and Its Metaphors: A Unique Case Study

The arrival of AIDS in the 1980s triggered a surge of metaphoric language,
many of which reflected deep anxieties about sexuality, death, and contagion.
AIDS became more than a medical condition; it was framed as a social and
moral crisis, often wrapped in metaphors laden with fear and stigma.



Common Metaphors Surrounding AIDS

— **The Virus as a Hidden Enemy:** AIDS was often described as an invisible,
insidious invader, emphasizing its stealth and deadly potential.

- **The Body as a Battleground:** The immune system was portrayed as a
fortress being breached, dramatizing the internal struggle.

— **Punishment and Moral Judgment:** Some narratives framed AIDS as a
consequence of immoral behavior, especially targeting LGBTQ+ communities,
which fueled discrimination.

— **The Plague Metaphor:** Echoing historical plagues, AIDS was sometimes
seen as a divine punishment or a societal scourge.

These metaphors shaped public perception, influencing everything from media
coverage to government responses.

The Impact of AIDS Metaphors on Society

The metaphoric framing of AIDS contributed to stigma and fear, often
isolating those affected. The language of “contagion” and “infection”
heightened public anxiety and sometimes justified exclusionary policies. At
the same time, metaphors also mobilized activism and awareness. Groups like
ACT UP used powerful rhetoric to challenge the silence and complacency

surrounding AIDS.
Understanding these metaphors is critical for healthcare providers,

policymakers, and advocates aiming to communicate effectively and
compassionately about AIDS and other illnesses.

Reframing Illness Metaphors for Compassion and
Clarity

Recognizing the influence of metaphors invites us to reconsider how we talk
about disease. The goal is to use language that respects patients’
experiences without reinforcing harmful stereotypes or fears.

Strategies for Health Communication

e Use Neutral Language: Avoid metaphors that imply blame or moral
Jjudgment.

e Focus on Agency: Emphasize patients’ strengths and choices rather than
depicting them as passive victims or warriors.

e Promote Understanding: Use metaphors that illuminate the biological
reality without sensationalism.

e Encourage Empathy: Language should foster connection, not distance.



For example, instead of describing HIV/AIDS as an “enemy to fight,”
communicators might highlight how antiretroviral therapies help manage the
condition and improve quality of life, shifting the narrative toward hope and
management.

The Broader Implications of Illness Metaphors

Beyond AIDS, metaphors shape how we view many diseases—from cancer to mental
illness. They influence research funding, public attitudes, and patients’
self-perception. The metaphoric language around mental health, for example,
can either reduce stigma or perpetuate misconceptions, depending on the
chosen metaphors.

How to Approach Illness Metaphors Mindfully

- Be aware of cultural contexts and historical baggage tied to certain
metaphors.

- Listen to patients’ own language about their illness.

- Encourage media and health professionals to adopt balanced metaphoric
expressions.

— Recognize that metaphors evolve — what was once a helpful metaphor can
become outdated or harmful.

Final Thoughts on Illness as Metaphor and AIDS
and Its Metaphors

Exploring illness as metaphor and AIDS and its metaphors reveals the intimate
relationship between language and health. Metaphors are not just decorative
language; they shape how societies understand disease, assign meaning, and
respond. By critically examining and refining these metaphors, we can foster
more compassionate, accurate, and empowering conversations about illness.
This approach benefits not only those living with diseases like AIDS but also
the broader public, promoting empathy and informed action in the face of
health challenges.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central thesis of Susan Sontag's 'Illness
as Metaphor' regarding how societies perceive
illness?

Susan Sontag argues that illnesses are often burdened with metaphorical

meanings that reflect societal fears and prejudices, which can stigmatize
patients and obscure the medical reality of the disease.



How did Susan Sontag extend her analysis in 'AIDS and
Its Metaphors' compared to 'Illness as Metaphor'?

In 'AIDS and Its Metaphors,' Sontag explores how the metaphors surrounding
AIDS intensified fear and moral Jjudgment, highlighting the dangerous role of
language in shaping public perception and policy toward the disease and those
affected.

Why are metaphors for AIDS considered particularly
harmful?

Metaphors for AIDS often link the disease to notions of punishment, moral
failing, or contagion, which can lead to stigma, discrimination, and hinder
efforts for compassionate care and effective public health responses.

Can the use of metaphors in illness narratives impact
patient experiences?

Yes, metaphors can shape how patients understand their illness and how
society treats them; negative metaphors can cause shame and isolation, while
more neutral or empowering metaphors can promote acceptance and resilience.

What role do metaphors play in public health
communication about illnesses like AIDS?

Metaphors in public health communication can simplify complex medical
information but can also perpetuate fear or stigma if they invoke negative
imagery, affecting both prevention efforts and support for affected
individuals.

How can healthcare professionals avoid harmful
metaphors when discussing illnesses?

Healthcare professionals can strive to use clear, factual language that
respects patients' dignity, avoiding metaphors that imply blame or moral
judgment, and instead focusing on empathy and evidence-based information.

What is the significance of challenging illness
metaphors in society?

Challenging illness metaphors is crucial to reducing stigma, promoting
accurate understanding, and fostering compassionate responses, which can
improve patient outcomes and encourage equitable health policies.

Additional Resources

**T1lness as Metaphor and AIDS and Its Metaphors: A Critical Examination**

illness as metaphor and aids and its metaphors have long been subjects of
intense scrutiny within literary, cultural, and medical discourses. The way
societies conceptualize disease through metaphor shapes public perception,
influences policy, and affects the lived experiences of patients. Among



these, AIDS stands out as a particularly potent example where metaphorical
framing has contributed to both stigma and misunderstanding. This article
explores the seminal work "Illness as Metaphor" by Susan Sontag and the
subsequent discourse around AIDS metaphors, unpacking the implications of
figurative language in framing chronic and infectious diseases.

The Power of Metaphor in Shaping Illness
Narratives

Metaphors are a fundamental tool in human cognition, helping to make abstract
or complex phenomena more comprehensible by relating them to familiar
concepts. When applied to illness, metaphors serve not only as linguistic
devices but also as cultural frameworks that influence how disease is viewed
and treated. Susan Sontag’s groundbreaking 1978 essay *Illness as Metaphor*
critiques the use of metaphor in diseases such as tuberculosis and cancer,
arguing that metaphorical language often leads to blame, fear, and moral
judgment against patients.

Sontag’s thesis revolves around the idea that illnesses become symbolic of
societal anxieties—tuberculosis was once seen as a "romantic" disease, while
cancer became a metaphor for internal corruption or moral failure. This
metaphorical framing, she argued, added an unnecessary layer of psychological
burden to the physical suffering of patients. The extension of her critique
to AIDS, in her later work *AIDS and Its Metaphors* (1989), reveals the
damaging impact metaphors can have in the context of emergent and stigmatized
diseases.

Contextualizing AIDS Through Metaphors

The AIDS epidemic of the 1980s and 1990s was fraught with metaphorical
language that often equated the disease with invasion, punishment, or moral
decay. Terms such as "plague," "scourge," and "enemy" positioned AIDS not
just as a medical condition but as a societal threat demanding aggressive
defense mechanisms. This militaristic metaphor cast those afflicted as
battlegrounds or carriers of a deadly contagion, thereby justifying exclusion
and discrimination.

Moreover, AIDS metaphors frequently drew on themes of contamination and
impurity, reinforcing stigmatization, especially against marginalized groups
such as the LGBTQ+ community and intravenous drug users. The metaphor of “the
other” as a source of infection contributed to social ostracism and delayed
public health responses rooted in compassion and science.

Analyzing the Impact of Metaphorical Language
on Public Health

The metaphorical framing of diseases like AIDS has tangible consequences. On
one hand, metaphors can mobilize public action—depicting AIDS as a "war"
galvanized governments and activists to allocate resources and pursue
research. On the other hand, such metaphors can hinder empathy and
understanding, creating a climate of fear and blame.



Researchers have noted several key impacts of illness metaphors in the
context of AIDS:

e Stigmatization: Metaphors that link disease to moral failing exacerbate
stigma, discouraging individuals from seeking testing or treatment.

e Policy Influence: Metaphorical language can shape policy decisions,
sometimes prioritizing punitive measures over supportive healthcare
interventions.

e Psychological Burden: Patients internalize negative metaphors, leading
to increased feelings of shame and isolation.

A comparative analysis shows that diseases framed with less moralistic
metaphors, such as diabetes or hypertension, encounter comparatively lower
levels of public stigma. This suggests that metaphor choice is not merely
linguistic but deeply intertwined with social attitudes and health outcomes.

Alternatives to Harmful Metaphors

In response to the problematic nature of traditional illness metaphors,
scholars and advocates have called for more neutral, descriptive language
that emphasizes illness as a biological and social phenomenon rather than a
moral or existential threat. For example, replacing militaristic metaphors
with those of journey or challenge can foster resilience without invoking
blame.

The use of metaphors grounded in empathy and shared humanity has also been
championed. Such language frames illness as a collective concern, encouraging
solidarity rather than division. This shift is evident in contemporary public
health communication, which increasingly emphasizes inclusivity and
destigmatization in messaging around HIV/AIDS.

Historical and Cultural Variations in Illness
Metaphors

Understanding metaphors in illness also requires recognizing their cultural
specificity. Different societies utilize distinct metaphorical frameworks
based on historical, religious, and social contexts. For example, in Western
cultures, the metaphor of warfare dominates, whereas some Eastern traditions
might conceptualize illness in terms of imbalance or disharmony.

This cultural variability affects how diseases like AIDS are perceived and
managed globally. International health campaigns must navigate these diverse
metaphorical landscapes to communicate effectively and respectfully across
populations.

The Role of Media and Literature in Propagating



Metaphors

Media representations have played a significant role in shaping and
disseminating illness metaphors. Sensationalist headlines and dramatic
portrayals often amplify fear-based metaphors, perpetuating stigma.
Conversely, literature and art have also been spaces for reimagining illness
metaphors, challenging dominant narratives and fostering empathy.

Susan Sontag herself, through her essays, sought to demystify illness
metaphor and promote a more nuanced understanding. Contemporary authors and
activists continue this work, using storytelling to humanize those affected
and dismantle harmful stereotypes.

Implications for Future Health Communication

The analysis of *illness as metaphor and aids and its metaphors* underscores
the necessity of mindful language in health communication. As new diseases
emerge, such as COVID-19, the lessons from AIDS metaphors remain relevant.
Avoiding militaristic or moralizing metaphors can reduce stigma and improve
public engagement.

Healthcare professionals, policymakers, and communicators are encouraged to:

1. Use clear, factual language that avoids moral judgment.
2. Incorporate patient voices to reflect diverse experiences.

3. Promote metaphors of resilience, community, and healing rather than fear
and blame.

Such practices can improve health outcomes by creating environments where
patients feel supported rather than marginalized.

The examination of illness metaphors, particularly in the context of AIDS,
reveals the profound influence language has on disease perception and
management. By critically engaging with these metaphors, society can move
toward a more compassionate and effective approach to health communication
and care.

Illness As Metaphor And Aids And Its Metaphors

illness as metaphor and aids and its metaphors: Illness as Metaphor and AIDS and Its
Metaphors Susan Sontag, 2001-08-25 A discussion of the ways in which illness is regarded pays
particular attention to fantasies that pertain to cancer and AIDS.

illness as metaphor and aids and its metaphors: Illness As Metaphor and AIDS and Its
Metaphors Susan Sontag, 1979-05-12 In 1978 Susan Sontag wrote Illness as Metaphor, a classic
work described by Newsweek as one of the most liberating books of its time. A cancer patient


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-176/illness-as-metaphor-and-aids-and-its-metaphors.pdf

herself when she was writing the book, Sontag shows how the metaphors and myths surrounding
certain illnesses, especially cancer, add greatly to the suffering of patients and often inhibit them
from seeking proper treatment. By demystifying the fantasies surrounding cancer, Sontag shows
cancer for what it is--just a disease. Cancer, she argues, is not a curse, not a punishment, certainly
not an embarrassment and, it is highly curable, if good treatment is followed. Almost a decade later,
with the outbreak of a new, stigmatized disease replete with mystifications and punitive metaphors,
Sontag wrote a sequel to Illnessas Metaphor, extending the argument of the earlier book to the AIDS
pandemic. These two essays now published together, Illnessas Metaphor and AIDS and Its
Metaphors, have been translated into many languages and continue to have an enormous influence
on the thinking of medical professionals and, above all, on the lives of many thousands of patients
and caregivers.

illness as metaphor and aids and its metaphors: The Image of Madness J. Guimdn,
Werner Fischer, 1999 Negative moral judgements seem to have been a constant fixture in the way
societies and cultures have regarded groups displaying deviant behavior. This is particularly true of
the mentally ill. Stereotypes are most ingrained for mental pathologies with heightened visibility in
society, such as schizophrenia. Preconceived notions about danger, occult powers and mysterious
malevolence which hover over the illness, contribute to the total debasement of the patient. Persons
suffering from other forms of mental illness are stigmatized to a lesser degree. But the threat is real
that labeling will extend to every endeavor linked to mental illness: care facilities, professionals,
therapies in general and psychotropic medication in particular. Lay belief in the existence of
important side-effects to this medication and public fears about the risk of addiction form the basis
of very restricted, or even hostile, attitudes towards it and result in weak compliance. Inversely,
psychotherapy now seems widely accepted and different forms of intervention have contributed to
de-stigmatizing psychiatric illness and to stop the exclusion of patients. This book is of interest not
only to psychiatrists, but also to mental health workers, psychologists, social scientists and social
workers who wish to alter common precepts and prejudices regarding psychiatric disorders.

illness as metaphor and aids and its metaphors: Illness As Metaphor And AIDS And Its
Metaphors Susan Sontag, 1995-01-01

illness as metaphor and aids and its metaphors: Illness as Narrative Ann Jurecic,
2012-03-12 For most of literary history, personal confessions about illness were considered too
intimate to share publicly. By the mid-twentieth century, however, a series of events set the stage
for the emergence of the illness narrative. The increase of chronic disease, the transformation of
medicine into big business, the women's health movement, the AIDS/HIV pandemic, the advent of
inexpensive paperbacks, and the rise of self-publishing all contributed to the proliferation of
narratives about encounters with medicine and mortality. While the illness narrative is now a staple
of the publishing industry, the genre itself has posed a problem for literary studies. What is the role
of criticism in relation to personal accounts of suffering? Can these narratives be judged on
aesthetic grounds? Are they a collective expression of the lost intimacy of the patient-doctor
relationship? Is their function thus instrumental—to elicit the reader's empathy? To answer these
questions, Ann Jurecic turns to major works on pain and suffering by Susan Sontag, Elaine Scarry,
and Eve Sedgwick and reads these alongside illness narratives by Jean-Dominique Bauby, Reynolds
Price, and Anne Fadiman, among others. In the process, she defines the subgenres of risk and pain
narratives and explores a range of critical responses guided, alternately, by narrative empathy, the
hermeneutics of suspicion, and the practice of reparative reading. Illness as Narrative seeks to draw
wider attention to this form of life writing and to argue for new approaches to both literary criticism
and teaching narrative. Jurecic calls for a practice that's both compassionate and critical. She asks
that we consider why writers compose stories of illness, how readers receive them, and how both
use these narratives to make meaning of human fragility and mortality.

illness as metaphor and aids and its metaphors: The Lesbian and Gay Studies Reader Henry
Abelove, 2012-10-02 Bringing together forty-two groundbreaking essays--many of them already
classics--The Lesbian and Gay Studies Reader provides a much-needed introduction to the



contemporary state of lesbian/gay studies, extensively illustrating the range, scope, diversity,
appeal, and power of the work currently being done in the field. Featuring essays by such prominent
scholars as Judith Butler, John D'Emilio, Kobena Mercer, Adrienne Rich, Gayle Rubin, and Eve
Kosofsky Sedgwick, The Lesbian and Gay Studies Reader explores a multitude of sexual, ethnic,
racial, and socio-economic experiences. Ranging across disciplines including history, literature,
critical theory, cultural studies, African American studies, ethnic studies, sociology, anthropology,
psychology, classics, and philosophy, this anthology traces the inscription of sexual meanings in all
forms of cultural expression. Representing the best and most significant English language work in
the field, The Lesbian and Gay Studies Reader addresses topics such as butch-fem roles, the cultural
construction of gender, lesbian separatism, feminist theory, AIDS, safe-sex education, colonialism,
S/M, Oscar Wilde, Gertrude Stein, children's books, black nationalism, popular films, Susan Sontag,
the closet, homophobia, Freud, Sappho, the media, the hijras of India, Robert Mapplethorpe, and the
politics of representation. It also contains an extensive bibliographical essay which will provide
readers with an invaluable guide to further reading. Contributors: Henry Abelove, Tomas Almaguer,
Ana Maria Alonso, Michele Barale, Judith Butler, Sue-Ellen Case, Danae Clark, Douglas Crimp,
Teresa de Lauretis, John D'Emilio, Jonathan Dollimore, Lee Edelman, Marilyn Frye, Charlotte Furth,
Marjorie Garber, Stuart Hall, David Halperin, Phillip Brian Harper, Gloria T. Hull, Maria Teresa
Koreck, Audre Lorde, Biddy Martin, Deborah E. McDowell, Kobena Mercer, Richard Meyer, D. A.
Miller, Serena Nanda, Esther Newton, Cindy Patton, Adrienne Rich, Gayle Rubin, Joan W. Scott,
Daniel L. Selden, Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, Barbara Smith, Catharine R. Stimpson, Sasha Torres,
Martha Vicinus, Simon Watney, Harriet Whitehead, John J. Winkler, Monique Wittig, and Yvonne
Yarbro-Bejarano

illness as metaphor and aids and its metaphors: Weal and Woe Reinder Ruard Ganzevoort,
Heye K. Heyen, 2004 This book explores the connections between salvation and evil in their
Christian, religious, and non-religious shapes. How are our biographies embedded in the Christian
tradition and the surrounding culture? How do we deal with experiences of evil and how do we yearn
for or enact shalom? The Kampen research group in practical theology and ethics explores these
concepts and argues for a multidimensional understanding.

illness as metaphor and aids and its metaphors: Interpreting Susan Sontag’s Essays
Mark K. Fulk, 2021-04-13 Interpreting Susan Sontag’s Essays: Radical Contemplative offers its
readers a scholarly examination of her essays within the context of philosophy and aesthetic theory.
This study sets up a dialogue between her works and their philosophical counterparts in France and
Germany, including the works of Hannah Arendt, Jacques Derrida, Roland Barthes, and Walter
Benjamin. Artists and concepts discussed in relation to Sontag’s essays include the works of Andy
Warhol, Pop Art, French New Wave Cinema, the music of John Cage, and the cinematic art of Robert
Bresson, Leni Riefenstahl, Ingmar Bergman, and Jean-Luc Godard. Her aesthetic formalism is
compared with Harold Bloom, and this is the first volume to examine her late works and their
position within the American events of 9/11/01 and the War on Terror(ism).

illness as metaphor and aids and its metaphors: Writing the Self in Illness Amala Poli,
2019-09-01 Writing the Self in Illness: Reading the Experiential Through the Medical Memoir is
MUP’s refreshing venture into the developing fields of Medical and Health Humanities with an aim
to consider the necessity of the narrative knowledge as complementary to the contemporary notions
of well-being, illness, and healthcare. Is individual happiness contingent on health and well-being?
How does one find happiness in the throes of illness? In the present-day scenario, wherein medical
practice is largely dominated by evidence-based understanding, diagnostic language, and
problem-solving methods, the discipline of Medical Humanities emerges with a reciprocal dialogue
between Humanities, Social Sciences, Health, and Medicine. The study of varied experiential
narratives - literary works and unmediated accounts of patients and healthcare professionals, is
foregrounded in Medical Humanities to amplify knowledge and understanding about the complexity
of encounters with illness and their transformational quality in a nuanced manner. Both
thought-provoking and informative, this publication brings about the anecdotal form of personal



narratives in the light of medical discourses along with the specific cultural context of the narrative.
The present publication seeks to be an important reading for students and academics in the field of
medical humanities, health professionals or medical practitioners, as well as scholars aspiring to
venture into this flourishing field.

illness as metaphor and aids and its metaphors: The Routledge Handbook of Metaphor and
Language Elena Semino, Zséfia Demjén, 2016-11-03 The Routledge Handbook of Language and
Metaphor provides a comprehensive overview of state-of-the-art interdisciplinary research on
metaphor and language, and maps out future directions of research and practice in a variety of
contexts in this field.

illness as metaphor and aids and its metaphors: The Language of Illness Fergus Shanahan,
2020-09-15 The practice of medicine has advanced dramatically in recent years, but the language
used to discuss illness - by medical practitioners, patients and carers - has not kept pace. As a
result, clinicians and, just as importantly, patients and their relatives and carers, are not able to
communicate clearly in relation to illness. The upshot is misunderstanding and confusion on all
sides. In this ground-breaking book, Dr Fergus Shanahan, an eminent gastroenterologist who has
practised in Ireland, the United States and Canada, and published widely around the world, looks at
memoirs of illness, and outlines the lessons we can learn from a better understanding of the words
we use to describe illness. He looks at the ways in which language can act as a barrier with regard
to illness, and proposes practical ways in which we can dismantle these barriers. The book is written
for the general reader: as Dr Shanahan puts it himself, he is enough of an expert to be wary of
experts. The Language of Illness, part manifesto, part memoir, and part instruction manual, is an
appeal for the use of clearer, more holistic language, by all those involved with, and affected by,
illness. Like the great American poet-doctor William Carlos Williams, he aims to help us develop a
new language by means of which we can develop a new way of living with illness - which is an
integral part of the human condition. Put simply, it is a book for all those who care about caring.

illness as metaphor and aids and its metaphors: Metaphor, Sustainability,
Transformation lan Hughes, Edmond Byrne, Gerard Mullally, Colin Sage, 2021-07-29 This book
offers an eclectic range of transdisciplinary insights into the role of metaphor, myth and fable in
shaping our understanding of the world and how we interact with it and with each other. Drawing on
innovative perspectives from widely different fields, this book explores how metaphor might
facilitate and underpin transformative change towards environmental, ecological and societal
sustainability. It illustrates the ways in which contemporary metaphors lock us into patterns of
thinking, modes of behaviour, and styles of living that reproduce and accentuate our current
socio-environmental problems. It sets itself the task of finding new metaphors and myths that might
help move us towards sustainability as societal flourishing. By examining the use of metaphor in
diverse fields such as energy use, the food system, health care, arts and the humanities, it invites the
reader to reflect on the deep-seated influence of language in general, and metaphor in particular, in
shaping how we understand and act upon the world. Re-imagining the use of language in framing
both the problems we face and the solutions we devise, this novel contribution is a vital source of
ideas for those aiming to change how we think and act in pursuit of more sustainable futures.
Chapter 1 of this book is freely available as a downloadable Open Access PDF at
http://www.taylorfrancis.com under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No
Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND) 4.0 license.

illness as metaphor and aids and its metaphors: The Handbook of Discourse Analysis
Deborah Schiffrin, Deborah Tannen, Heidi E. Hamilton, 2008-04-15 The Handbook of Discourse
Analysis makes significant contributions to current research and serves as a comprehensive and
authoritative guide to the central issues in contemporary discourse analysis. Features
comprehensive coverage of contemporary discourse analysis. Offers an overview of how different
disciplines approach the analysis of discourse. Provides analysis of a wide range of data, including
political speeches, everyday conversation, and literary texts. Includes a varied range of theoretical
models, such as relevance theory and systemic-functional linguistics; and methodology, including



interpretive, statistical, and formal methodsFeatures comprehensive coverage of contemporary
discourse analysis.

illness as metaphor and aids and its metaphors: Rhetorics of Bodily Disease and Health
in Medieval and Early Modern England Dr Jennifer C Vaught, 2013-04-28 Susan Sontag in Illness
as Metaphor and AIDS and Its Metaphors points to the vital connection between metaphors and
bodily illnesses, though her analyses deal mainly with modern literary works. This collection of
essays examines the vast extent to which rhetorical figures related to sickness and health-metaphor,
simile, pun, analogy, symbol, personification, allegory, oxymoron, and metonymy-inform medieval
and early modern literature, religion, science, and medicine in England and its surrounding
European context. In keeping with the critical trend over the past decade to foreground the matter
of the body and the emotions, these essays track the development of sustained, nuanced rhetorics of
bodily disease and health — physical, emotional, and spiritual. The contributors to this collection
approach their intriguing subjects from a wide range of timely, theoretical, and interdisciplinary
perspectives, including the philosophy of language, semiotics, and linguistics; ecology; women's and
gender studies; religion; and the history of medicine. The essays focus on works by Dante, Chaucer,
Spenser, Shakespeare, Donne, and Milton among others; the genres of epic, lyric, satire, drama, and
the sermon; and cultural history artifacts such as medieval anatomies, the arithmetic of plague bills
of mortality, meteorology, and medical guides for healthy regimens.

illness as metaphor and aids and its metaphors: Speak Thus Craig Hovey, 2008-06-16 In its
various forms, speech is absolutely integral to the Christian mission. The gospel is a message, news
that must be passed on if it is to be known by others. Nevertheless, the reality of God cannot be
exhausted by Christian knowledge and Christian knowledge cannot be exhausted by our words. All
the while, the philosophy of modernity has left Christianity an impoverished inheritance within
which to think these things. In Speak Thus, Craig Hovey explores the possibilities and limits of
Christian speaking. At times ethical, epistemological, and metaphysical, these essays go to the heart
of what it means to be the church today. In practice, the Christian life often has a linguistic shape
that surprisingly implicates and reveals the commitments of people like those who care for the sick
or those who respond as peacemakers in the face of violence. Because learning to speak one way as
opposed to another is a skill that must be learned, Christian speakers are also guides who bear
witness to the importance of churches for passing on a felicity with Christian ways of speaking.
Through constructive engagements with interlocutors like Ludwig Wittgenstein, George Lindbeck,
Jeffrey Stout, Stanley Hauerwas, John Howard Yoder, Thomas Aquinas, and the theology of Radical
Orthodoxy, Hovey offers a challenging vision of the church--able to speak with a confidence that only
comes from a deep attentiveness to its own limitations, while also able to speak prophetically in a
world weary of words.

illness as metaphor and aids and its metaphors: Understanding Susan Sontag Carl Rollyson,
2016-10-01 A comprehensive account of the author's entire career through the lens of her recently
published diaries With the publication of Susan Sontag's diaries, the development of her career can
now be evaluated in a more genetic sense, so that the origins of her ideas and plans for publication
are made plain in the context of her role as a public intellectual, who is increasingly aware of her
impact on her culture. In Understanding Susan Sontag, Carl Rollyson not only provides an
introduction to her essays, novels, plays, films, diaries, and uncollected work published in various
periodicals, he now has a lens through which to reevaluate classic texts such as Against
Interpretation and On Photography, providing both students and advanced scholars a renewed sense
of her importance and impact. Rollyson devotes separate chapters to Sontag's biography; her early
novels; her landmark essay collections Against Interpretation and Styles of Radical Will; her films;
her major mid-career books, On Photography and its sequel, Regarding the Pain of Others; and
Illness as Metaphor and its sequel, AIDS and Its Metaphors, together with her groundbreaking short
story, The Way We Live Now. Sontag's later essay collections and biographical profiles, collected in
Under the Sign of Saturn, Where the Stress Falls, and At The Same Time: Essays and Speeches, also
receive a fresh assessment, as does her later work in short fiction, the novel, and drama, with a



chapter discussing I, etcetera; two historical novels, The Volcano Lover and In America; and her
plays, A Parsifal, Alice in Bed, and her adaptation of Ibsen's The Lady from the Sea. Chapters on her
diaries and uncollected prose, along with a primary and secondary bibliography, complete this
comprehensive study.

illness as metaphor and aids and its metaphors: The Voice of Breast Cancer in Medicine
and Bioethics Mary C. Rawlinson, Shannon Lundeen, 2006-07-15 Few diseases have made more
difference to our understanding of illness, the relation of the patient to the physician and other
health care professionals, and the social context of disease than breast cancer. Breast cancer
activism has provided a model of public policy advocacy for women, as well as for sufferers from
other diseases, and even in causes unrelated to health. In many ways it has become emblematic of
issues in women'’s health. This volume offers a discursive analysis of breast cancer. From multiple
perspectives—historical, philosophical, psychological, socio-political—these essays explore the
competing narratives that have made breast cancer a contested site. It addresses debates about the
autonomy of the patient in relation to the authority of the physician, as well as the importance of
patient narratives in understanding disease. It analyzes the relation between the community and
medical practice, particularly with regard to the effect of breast cancer activists and feminists on the
medical understanding and treatment of breast cancer. And, it questions the intersection of medical
science with political institutions and agencies of public policy in determining priorities of research
and strategies of treatment.

illness as metaphor and aids and its metaphors: Blindness and Therapy in Late
Medieval French and Italian Poetry Julie Singer, 2011 This book argues that late medieval love
poets, from Petrarch to Machaut and Charles d'Orléans, exploit scientific models as a broad
framework within which to redefine the limits of the lyric subject and his body. Just as humoral
theory depends upon principles of likes and contraries in order to heal, poetry makes possible a
parallel therapeutic system in which verbal oppositions and substitutions counter or rewrite received
medical wisdom. The specific case of blindness, a disability that according to the theories of love
that predominated in the late medieval West foreclosed the possibility of love, serves as a laboratory
in which to explore poets' circumvention of the logical limits of contemporary medical theory.
Reclaiming the power of remedy from physicians, these late medieval French and Italian poets
prompt us to rethink not only the relationship between scientific and literary authority at the close of
the middle ages, but, more broadly speaking, the very notion of therapy. -- From publisher's website.

illness as metaphor and aids and its metaphors: Essentials of Health, Culture, and Diversity
Mark Cameron Edberg, 2013 This book provides students of public health with tools and
perspectives for understanding the relationship between culture and health. Effective promotion
programs cannot be realized without attention to the cultural context. As part of the Essentials
Public Health series, this critical text introduces the concept of culture as a framework for
understanding human behavior and health.--Back cover.
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