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Illinois Credit Rating History: A Detailed Look at the State’s Fiscal Journey

illinois credit rating history is a fascinating topic that sheds light on the financial health and challenges

faced by one of America’s most populous states. Over the decades, Illinois has experienced significant

fluctuations in its credit ratings, reflecting changes in economic conditions, budgetary decisions, and

political dynamics. Understanding this history not only provides insight into the state’s financial

management but also highlights the broader implications for residents, businesses, and investors alike.

The Evolution of Illinois’ Credit Ratings

Illinois’ credit rating history is marked by a trajectory that mirrors its complex fiscal landscape. Credit

ratings, issued by agencies like Moody’s, Standard & Poor’s (S&P), and Fitch, serve as a barometer of

the state’s ability to meet its financial obligations. They influence borrowing costs and the confidence

of investors in Illinois’ bonds.

Early Stability and Growth

In the mid to late 20th century, Illinois generally enjoyed stable credit ratings. The state’s diversified

economy, which includes manufacturing, agriculture, and services, supported steady revenue streams.

During this period, Illinois maintained investment-grade ratings, allowing it to borrow at relatively

favorable interest rates. These years often saw Illinois investing in infrastructure, education, and public

services, laying the groundwork for future growth.



Emerging Fiscal Challenges

Starting in the early 2000s, Illinois began facing mounting fiscal pressures. Increasing pension

liabilities, budget deficits, and political gridlock started to erode investor confidence. The state’s credit

rating history from this era shows a gradual decline, with agencies issuing multiple warnings and

downgrades. These challenges were compounded by the Great Recession, which strained state

revenues and increased demand for social services.

Key Factors Influencing Illinois’ Credit Rating History

Several critical elements have played a role in shaping Illinois’ credit rating history. Understanding

these factors provides a clearer picture of why the state’s financial standing has fluctuated.

Pension Obligations and Debt Load

One of the most significant contributors to Illinois’ credit downgrades has been its large and growing

pension liabilities. The state’s public pension system, which promises retirement benefits to

employees, has suffered from underfunding and actuarial assumptions that have fallen short. As

pension costs ballooned, Illinois found itself diverting a substantial portion of its budget to cover these

obligations, limiting its ability to fund other priorities.

Political Gridlock and Budget Delays

Illinois’ political landscape has often been characterized by partisan disputes and stalemates,

especially concerning budget approvals. Prolonged budget impasses have led to unpaid bills and

delayed payments to vendors and service providers, further damaging the state’s creditworthiness.

Credit rating agencies closely monitor such fiscal discipline (or the lack thereof) and adjust ratings



accordingly.

Economic Factors and Revenue Volatility

Illinois’ economy, while diverse, is not immune to national and global economic trends. Economic

downturns reduce tax revenues from income, sales, and corporate taxes, putting additional strain on

state finances. Illinois’ credit rating history reflects sensitivity to these economic cycles, with

downgrades often coinciding with recessions or slow growth periods.

Major Credit Rating Downgrades and Their Impacts

Illinois experienced several notable credit rating downgrades in recent decades, each with distinct

implications.

The 2015 Downgrade by S&P

In 2015, Standard & Poor’s further downgraded Illinois’ credit rating to just one notch above junk

status. This move was primarily driven by ongoing pension challenges and unresolved budget issues.

The downgrade increased borrowing costs and signaled deep concerns among investors about Illinois’

fiscal management.

Moody’s and Fitch Downgrades

Moody’s and Fitch also downgraded Illinois’ bonds during the mid-2010s, reflecting similar worries.

These downgrades made it more expensive for Illinois to issue new debt and refinance existing

obligations. Higher interest costs translated into greater budgetary pressure, creating a challenging



cycle for state finances.

Steps Illinois Has Taken to Address Credit Rating Concerns

Recognizing the critical importance of credit ratings, Illinois has implemented several initiatives aimed

at improving its fiscal position.

Pension Reforms

Illinois has passed legislation to reform its pension system, including changes to benefit structures and

contribution rates. While these reforms have been met with legal challenges and political resistance,

they represent efforts to curb the unsustainable growth of pension liabilities.

Budgetary Discipline and Revenue Measures

The state has also worked toward more timely budget approvals and explored revenue enhancements,

such as tax adjustments and economic development initiatives, to stabilize its financial outlook.

Improved fiscal planning helps reassure rating agencies and investors.

Debt Management Strategies

Illinois has taken steps to manage its debt more prudently, including restructuring existing debt and

limiting new borrowing. These strategies aim to reduce interest costs and improve the state’s overall

financial flexibility.



Why Illinois’ Credit Rating History Matters to You

You might wonder why a state’s credit rating history is relevant beyond financial circles. The truth is, it

affects everyday life in several ways:

Impact on Taxes: Poor credit ratings can lead to higher borrowing costs, which may translate to

increased taxes or reduced public services.

Quality of Public Services: Financial strain might force the state to cut funding for education,

healthcare, and infrastructure.

Business Environment: A stable credit rating attracts businesses and investments, boosting job

opportunities and economic growth.

Investor Confidence: For those invested in municipal bonds, credit ratings directly impact returns

and risk.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Illinois’ Credit Ratings

Illinois’ credit rating history is still being written. While recent years have shown signs of improvement

due to reforms and economic recovery, challenges remain. Continued fiscal discipline, transparent

governance, and economic diversification will be key to restoring and maintaining strong credit ratings.

The state’s experience also serves as a cautionary tale for others about the importance of managing

long-term liabilities and political cooperation in fiscal policy. For Illinoisans and observers alike, keeping

an eye on credit rating developments offers valuable insight into the state’s financial health and

prospects.



In essence, Illinois credit rating history is more than just numbers and letters assigned by agencies—it

is a reflection of the state’s fiscal choices, economic realities, and political will. Understanding this

history helps citizens appreciate the complexity behind government finance and the importance of

sustainable financial practices.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Illinois' current credit rating?

As of 2024, Illinois holds a credit rating in the range of BBB+ to A- from major credit rating agencies,

reflecting moderate credit risk with some concerns regarding fiscal stability.

How has Illinois' credit rating changed over the past decade?

Over the past decade, Illinois experienced several downgrades due to budget deficits, pension

liabilities, and political gridlock, but recent fiscal reforms have helped stabilize and slightly improve its

credit rating.

What factors have most influenced Illinois' credit rating history?

Key factors influencing Illinois' credit rating include its large pension debt, ongoing budget deficits,

political challenges in passing balanced budgets, and efforts to implement fiscal reforms.

How do pension liabilities affect Illinois' credit rating?

Illinois' substantial pension liabilities are a major concern for credit rating agencies as they create long-

term financial obligations that strain the state's budget and negatively impact its creditworthiness.

What impact did the 2017 budget impasse have on Illinois' credit



rating?

The 2017 budget impasse led to a credit rating downgrade due to increased financial uncertainty,

delayed payments to creditors, and heightened fiscal risks, highlighting governance challenges.

How do Illinois' credit ratings compare to other US states?

Illinois typically ranks below the national average, with credit ratings lower than many states due to its

fiscal challenges, although recent improvements have narrowed the gap.

What recent fiscal reforms has Illinois implemented to improve its

credit rating?

Illinois has enacted pension reform measures, increased revenues through tax adjustments, and

implemented spending controls aimed at reducing deficits and improving fiscal stability.

Why is Illinois' credit rating important for residents and investors?

Illinois' credit rating affects borrowing costs for the state, which can influence taxes and public

services; a stronger rating typically means lower interest rates and greater investor confidence.

Additional Resources

Illinois Credit Rating History: An Analytical Review of Fiscal Performance and Challenges

illinois credit rating history offers a revealing lens through which to examine the fiscal health and

economic governance of one of America’s most populous states. Over the decades, Illinois’ credit

ratings have reflected a complex interplay of budgetary policies, pension liabilities, political dynamics,

and economic fluctuations. Understanding this history is essential for investors, policymakers, and

residents interested in the state’s financial stability and future prospects.



Overview of Illinois Credit Ratings: A Historical Perspective

Illinois has historically struggled with maintaining strong credit ratings, a situation largely influenced by

chronic budget deficits, soaring pension obligations, and political gridlock. Credit rating agencies such

as Moody’s, Standard & Poor’s (S&P), and Fitch Ratings continuously monitor the state's fiscal

condition, adjusting their ratings based on Illinois’ ability to meet its financial commitments.

In the early 2000s, Illinois maintained relatively stable credit ratings, often in the A or A-minus

categories. However, the financial crisis of 2008 and subsequent recession exposed weaknesses in

the state’s fiscal management, leading to several downgrades. The state’s creditworthiness

deteriorated notably as mounting pension liabilities and delayed budgets became persistent issues.

Key Factors Influencing Illinois’ Credit Ratings

Several critical factors have shaped Illinois’ credit rating trajectory:

Pension Liabilities: Illinois has one of the largest unfunded pension liabilities in the nation,

exceeding $130 billion. This burden has strained the state’s budget and eroded investor

confidence.

Budgetary Practices: Illinois has experienced recurring budget impasses, including a historic two-

year budget stalemate from 2015 to 2017. These impasses delayed payments to vendors and

social services, negatively impacting credit ratings.

Political Environment: Political infighting and divided government have often hindered timely

fiscal reforms, increasing uncertainty for credit agencies.

Economic Base: While Illinois benefits from a diversified economy, including manufacturing,



agriculture, and financial services, slower growth relative to other states affects revenue

generation.

Timeline of Major Credit Rating Changes

The timeline of Illinois’ credit rating shifts reveals a pattern of gradual decline punctuated by significant

downgrades, reflecting ongoing fiscal challenges.

2000–2010: Stability Before the Storm

During the first decade of the 21st century, Illinois maintained investment-grade ratings, with Moody’s

often rating the state at A2 or better. The state’s revenue streams were relatively stable, although early

concerns about pension funding began to surface.

2010–2015: The Beginning of Downgrades

Post-2008 financial crisis, Illinois’ credit outlook began to darken. In 2010, Moody’s downgraded the

state to A3, citing pension underfunding and growing budgetary pressures. S&P and Fitch followed

with similar downgrades. The 2011 Illinois budget impasse, which lasted several months, led to further

caution among rating agencies.

2015–2017: The Budget Impasse and Ratings Plunge

The two-year budget stalemate had a profound impact on Illinois’ credit rating history. In 2015, multiple



downgrades pushed the state’s rating into the speculative “junk” territory by some agencies, a rare

and alarming status for a state. Fitch Ratings downgraded Illinois to BBB-, just one notch above junk,

while Moody’s lowered the rating to Baa3, the lowest investment-grade level.

2018–Present: Gradual Stabilization Amid Ongoing Challenges

In recent years, Illinois has made efforts to address its fiscal woes, including pension reforms and

adopting balanced budgets. These efforts contributed to modest rating improvements in 2019 and

2020. Moody’s upgraded Illinois from Baa3 to Baa2 in 2020, reflecting progress in budget

management. However, the state remains vulnerable due to its large debt load and pension

obligations, with ratings still below many peer states.

Implications of Illinois Credit Rating History

Borrowing Costs and Budgetary Flexibility

Lower credit ratings translate directly into higher borrowing costs. Illinois pays more interest on its

bonds than states with stronger credit profiles, which in turn consumes more budgetary resources and

restricts fiscal flexibility. Investors demand higher yields to compensate for perceived risks, creating a

cycle that exacerbates Illinois’ financial challenges.

Impact on Public Services and Infrastructure

The state’s credit concerns have also influenced its capacity to fund public services and infrastructure

projects. Limited access to affordable capital can delay essential investments in transportation,

education, and healthcare, affecting residents’ quality of life and economic growth prospects.



Investor Confidence and Economic Development

Credit ratings serve as a barometer of economic stability. Persistent downgrades can deter private

investment and business expansion, as companies weigh the risks of operating in a fiscally unstable

environment. Illinois’ credit rating history has occasionally undermined its competitiveness relative to

neighboring states with stronger fiscal positions.

Comparative Analysis: Illinois Versus Peer States

When compared to other large states, Illinois often ranks near the bottom in terms of credit ratings.

States like Texas and Florida enjoy AAA or AA+ ratings, thanks to robust economic growth and

prudent fiscal management. Conversely, Illinois shares some characteristics with states like New

Jersey and Connecticut, which also face significant pension burdens and political challenges but tend

to have slightly better ratings.

Texas: AAA rating from all three major agencies, benefiting from a diversified economy and

conservative budgeting.

New York: AA- to A+ ratings, with strong economic fundamentals but also notable debt and

pension issues.

Illinois: Generally rated in the low A or high Baa range, reflecting ongoing fiscal stress.

This contrast highlights Illinois’ unique difficulties in balancing its budget and managing long-term

liabilities.



Efforts Toward Fiscal Reform and Credit Recovery

Illinois policymakers have recognized the urgency of improving the state’s fiscal health. Key reforms

have targeted pension systems, including:

Raising employee contribution rates.1.

Modifying cost-of-living adjustments for retirees.2.

Implementing stricter funding requirements.3.

Additionally, the state has worked to pass balanced budgets on time and reduce outstanding debt.

These measures have been critical in regaining some investor confidence, although challenges remain.

COVID-19 Pandemic and Its Effects

The COVID-19 pandemic introduced new fiscal pressures, with reduced tax revenues and increased

spending needs. Despite these setbacks, Illinois managed to avoid further downgrades by utilizing

federal relief funds and prudent cash management, underscoring the importance of adaptive fiscal

policies in turbulent times.

Looking Ahead: What the Credit Rating History Suggests

Illinois credit rating history underscores the importance of sustained fiscal discipline and political

cooperation. While past performance has been marred by setbacks, recent incremental improvements



suggest the state is on a cautious path toward stabilization. The interplay between pension reforms,

economic recovery, and political will will continue to shape Illinois’ credit trajectory.

For stakeholders monitoring state creditworthiness, Illinois remains a case study in balancing economic

potential with fiscal realities. Its credit rating history serves as both a warning and a guide for

managing public finances in a complex and evolving economic landscape.

Illinois Credit Rating History

  illinois credit rating history: State of Illinois Budget Summary Illinois Commission on
Government Forecasting and Accountability, 2014 Includes information pertaining to the major
appropriation categories; allocation issues; appropriation comparisons with previous fiscal years and
other information related to the current Illinois state budget.
  illinois credit rating history: A Standard History of Champaign County Illinois J. R.
Stewart, 1918
  illinois credit rating history: History of McHenry County, Illinois , 1922
  illinois credit rating history: History of McLean County, Illinois Jacob Louis Hasbrouck,
1924
  illinois credit rating history: Harbaugh V. Continental Illinois National Bank and Trust
Company of Chicago , 1978
  illinois credit rating history: Credit Rating Agencies Mohammed Hemraj, 2015-06-22 The
book examines the role of credit rating agencies (CRAs) in the subprime mortgage crisis. The CRAs
are blamed for awarding risky securities ‘3-A’ investment grade status and then failing to downgrade
them quickly enough when circumstances changed, which led to investors suffering substantial
losses. The causes identified by the regulators for the gatekeeper failure were conflicts of interest
(as the issuers of these securities pay for the ratings); lack of competition (as the Big Three CRAs
have dominated the market share); and lack of regulation for CRAs. The book examines how the
regulators, both in the US and EU, have sought to address these problems by introducing soft law
self-regulation in accordance with the International Organisation of Securities Commissions Code
and hard law statutory regulation, such as that found in the “Reform Act” and “Dodd-Frank Act” in
the US and similar provisions in the EU. The highly topical book examines these provisions in detail
by using a doctrinal black-letter law method to assess the success of the regulators in redressing the
problems identified. It also examines the US case law regulation relating to the legal liability of
CRAs. The book examines whether the regulations introduced have had a deterrent effect on the
actions of CRAs, whether investors are compensated for their losses, and how the regulators have
dealt with the issues of conflicts of interest and an anti-competitive environment. Should liability be
introduced for CRAs through changes in the law so as to compel them to issue reliable ratings and
solve the current problems? The book seeks to simplify the complex issues involved and is backed by
concrete evidence; as such, it will appeal to both the well-informed and the lay general public who
are interested in learning more about the role of CRAs in the sub-prime mortgage crisis and
regulators’ attempts to remedy the situation. Novice readers can familiarise themselves with the
legal and financial terminology used by referring to the glossary at the end of the book.
  illinois credit rating history: History Repeating Sam Wilkin, 2018-03-15 Most of the time,
politics is boring. In most countries, the Average Joe rules. Extremists of the left and right can gnash

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-176/illinois-credit-rating-history.pdf


their teeth but serious politicians know they desert the centre ground at their peril. It's the iron law
of electoral politics. That is, in normal times. What about times when the centre can't hold, when the
extremists take back control and set about making their country great again? At such moments, the
best guide to the future is the past. Political chaos might be scary but it isn't all that chaotic. In fact,
as risk analyst Sam Wilkin reveals in History Repeating, it has hidden rules. Beneath the noise and
confusion of history, from Lenin and Khomeini to Trump and Brexit, there are patterns. The same
drama plays out again and again, with minor variations. It isn't the story you think you know. It
contains surprises and profound mysteries. But once you have seen the inner logic of the past
century's political disasters, you might just be ready to face the interesting times to come.
  illinois credit rating history: The Role of Credit Rating Agencies in the Structured Finance
Market United States. Congress. House. Committee on Financial Services. Subcommittee on Capital
Markets, Insurance, and Government Sponsored Enterprises, 2008
  illinois credit rating history: Standard & Poor's Creditweek , 2004
  illinois credit rating history: A Monetary and Fiscal History of the United States,
1961–2021 Alan S. Blinder, 2024-04-16 In this book, the author - one of the world's most influential
economists - draws on his deep firsthand experience to provide an authoritative account of sixty
years of monetary and fiscal policy in the United States. Spanning twelve presidents, from John F.
Kennedy to Joe Biden, and eight Federal Reserve chairs, from William McChesney Martin to Jerome
Powell, this is an insider's story of macroeconomic policy that hasn't been told before - one that is as
interesting as it is important. Focusing on the most significant developments and long-term changes,
the author traces the highs and lows of monetary and fiscal policy, which have by turns cooperated
and clashed through many recessions and several long booms over the past six decades. From the
fiscal policy of Kennedy's New Frontier to Biden's responses to the pandemic, the book takes readers
through the stagflation of the 1970s, the conquest of inflation under Jimmy Carter and Paul Volcker,
the rise of Reaganomics, and the bubbles of the 2000s before bringing the story up through more
recent events - including the financial crisis, the Great Recession, and monetary policy during
COVID-19. This book is filled with vital lessons for anyone who wants to better understand where the
economy has been - and where it might be headed. --
  illinois credit rating history: Monetary and Banking History Geoffrey Wood, Terence Mills,
Nicholas Crafts, 2011-05-11 Forrest Capie is an eminent economic historian who has published
extensively on a wide range of topics, with an emphasis on banking and monetary history,
particularly in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, but also in other areas such as tariffs and the
interwar economy. He is a former editor of the Economic History Review, one of the leading
academic journals in this discipline. Under the steely editorship of Geoffrey Wood, this book brings
together a stellar line of of contributors - including Charles Goodhart, Harold James, Michael Bordo,
Barry Eichengreen, Charles Calomiris, and Anna Schwartz. The book analyzes many of the
mainstream themes in economic and financial history - monetary policy, international financial
regulation, economic performance, exchange rate systems, international trade, banking and
financial markets - where historical perspectives are considered important. The current wave of
globalisation has stimulated interest in many of these areas as ‘lessons of history’ are sought. These
themes also reflect the breadth of Capie’s work in terms of time periods and topics.
  illinois credit rating history: Illinois History , 1979
  illinois credit rating history: Business Law Victor Lopez, 2020-08-15 Adopters like the direct
prose & realistic examples. Provides functional knowledge about the law to tomorrow’s executives
and entrepreneurs. 3e includes a new chapter on immigration law. End of chapter hypothetical cases
that help to stimulate critical thinking, test students’ understanding of key points and stimulate
classroom discussion; End of unit case excerpts that can be assigned for students to brief, critique
and discuss in class?. Developed and previously published by McGraw Hill, López has developed a
loyal following among instructors.
  illinois credit rating history: The Bankers’ New Clothes Anat Admati, Martin Hellwig,
2024-01-09 A Wall Street Journal, Financial Times, and Bloomberg Businessweek Book of the Year



Why our banking system is broken—and what we must do to fix it New bank failures have been a
rude awakening for everyone who believed that the banking industry was reformed after the Global
Financial Crisis—and that we’d never again have to choose between massive bailouts and financial
havoc. The Bankers’ New Clothes uncovers just how little things have changed—and why banks are
still so dangerous. Writing in clear language that anyone can understand, Anat Admati and Martin
Hellwig debunk the false and misleading claims of bankers, regulators, politicians, academics, and
others who oppose effective reform, and they explain how the banking system can be made safer and
healthier. Thoroughly updated for a world where bank failures have made a dramatic return, this
acclaimed and important book now features a new preface and four new chapters that expose the
shortcomings of current policies and reveal how the dominance of banking even presents dangers to
the rule of law and democracy itself.
  illinois credit rating history: Cities and Inequalities in a Global and Neoliberal World
Faranak Miraftab, David Wilson, Ken Salo, 2015-04-24 Cities continue to be key sites for the
production and contestation of inequalities generated by an ongoing but troubled neoliberal project.
Neoliberalism’s onslaught across the globe now shapes diverse inequalities -- poverty, segregation,
racism, social exclusion, homelessness -- as city inhabitants feel the brunt of privatization, state
re-organization, and punishing social policy. This book examines the relationship between persistent
neoliberalism and the production and contestation of inequalities in cities across the world. Case
studies of current city realities reveal a richly place-specific and generalizable neoliberal condition
that further deepens the economic, social, and political relations that give rise to diverse
inequalities. Diverse cases also show how people struggle against a neoliberal ethos and hence the
open-endedness of futures in these cities.
  illinois credit rating history: A Culture of Credit Rowena OLEGARIO, Rowena Olegario,
2009-06-30 In the growing and dynamic economy of nineteenth-century America, businesses sold
vast quantities of goods to one another, mostly on credit. This book explains how business people
solved the problem of whom to trust--how they determined who was deserving of credit, and for how
much. Rowena Olegario traces the way resistance, mutual suspicion, skepticism, and legal
challenges were overcome in the relentless quest to make information on business borrowers more
accurate and available.
  illinois credit rating history: History of the Eighties--lessons for the Future , 1997
  illinois credit rating history: History of ADM (Archer Daniels Midland Co.) and the
Andreas Family's Work with Soybeans and Soyfoods (1884-2020) William Shurtleff; Akiko
Aoyagi, 2020-08-07 The world's most comprehensive, well documented and well illustrated book on
this subject. With extensive subject and geographic index. 189 photographs and illustrations, many
in color. Free of charge in digital PDF format on Google Books.
  illinois credit rating history: Calculating Property Relations Robert D. Lewis, 2016
Combining theories of calculation and property relations and using an array of archival sources, this
book focuses on the building and decommissioning of state-owned defense factories in World War
II-era Chicago. Robert Lewis's rich trove of material--drawn from research on more than six hundred
federally funded wartime industrial sites in metropolitan Chicago--supports three major conclusions.
First, the relationship of the key institutions of the military-industrial complex was refashioned by
their calculative actions on industrial property. The imperatives of war forced the federal state and
the military to become involved in industrial matters in an entirely new manner. Second, federal and
military investment in defense factories had an enormous effect on the industrial geography of
metropolitan Chicago. The channeling of huge lumps of industrial capital into sprawling plants on
the urban fringe had a decisive impact on the metropolitan geographies of manufacturing. Third, the
success of industrial mobilization was made possible through the multi-scale relations of national
and locational interaction. National policy could only be realized by the placing of these relations at
the local level. Throughout, Lewis shows how the interests of developers, factory engineers,
corporate executives, politicians, unions, and the working class were intimately bound up with
industrial space. Offering a local perspective on a city permanently shaped by national events, this



book provides a richer understanding of the dynamics of wartime mobilization, the calculative
actions of political and business leaders, the social relations of property, the working of
state-industry relations, and the making of industrial space.
  illinois credit rating history: History of the Eighties: An examination of the banking crises of
the 1980s and early 1990s , 1997 A study by the FDIC staff to examine and analyse the banking
crisis of the 1980s and 1990s.
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services offered by the various Illinois agencies. During live broadcasts use the links below to tune in
to
Illinois | History, Cities, Capital, & Facts | Britannica 5 days ago  Geographical and historical



treatment of Illinois, including maps and a survey of its people, economy, and government. Its
capital city is Springfield, and its largest city and most
Home | University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Information for students, alumni, and parents
from Illinois flagship public university, a world leader in research, teaching, and public engagement
Your Official Guide to Illinois Travel | Enjoy Illinois Your guide to the best of Illinois. Places to
go, things to do, the best places to eat and drink, must-see Chicago, trip ideas and inspiration for
your Illinois vacation
Illinois State Information – Symbols, Capital, Constitution, Flags Blank Outline Maps: Find
printable blank map of the State of Illinois , without names, so you can quiz yourself on important
locations, abbreviations, or state capital
Illinois Maps & Facts - World Atlas   Illinois, a state in the Midwestern United States, shares its
borders with Wisconsin to the north, Indiana to the east, and the Mississippi River forms its western
border with Iowa
Pritzker: Trump Sending 100 Natl Guard Troops to Illinois To 3 days ago  Trump
administration asks for 100 'military troops' to deploy in Illinois to protect ICE, Pritzker says Gov. JB
Pritzker said the Illinois National Guard obtained a memo that the
Outline of Illinois - Wikipedia Illinois lies between Lake Michigan and the Mississippi River and
the Ohio River in the Midwestern United States. Chicago, Illinois, is the third most populous city and
the third most populous
Fun Facts - Chicago's Mercy Hospital was the first hospital opened in Illinois. Chicago’s O’Hare
International Airport is the busiest airport in the world. A plane takes off or lands there every 23
seconds.
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