
good night gorilla by peggy rathmann

Good Night Gorilla by Peggy Rathmann: A Delightful Bedtime Classic for
Children

good night gorilla by peggy rathmann is a charming and beloved children’s
picture book that has captured the hearts of parents and young readers since
its publication. This delightful story, filled with gentle humor and
expressive illustrations, invites children into a whimsical nighttime
adventure at the zoo. If you’re a parent, educator, or simply a fan of
quality children’s literature, understanding what makes this book so special
can deepen your appreciation and help you share it meaningfully with little
ones.

The Magic Behind Good Night Gorilla by Peggy
Rathmann

At first glance, Good Night Gorilla might seem like a simple bedtime story,
but Peggy Rathmann’s talent shines through in the subtle storytelling and the
vivid, playful illustrations. The book tells the story of a mischievous
gorilla who sneaks out of his cage and follows the zookeeper around the zoo
as he says good night to all the animals. Unbeknownst to the zookeeper, the
gorilla releases each animal, leading to a funny and heartwarming nighttime
escapade.

Why This Book Stands Out

One of the most distinctive features of Good Night Gorilla is its use of
minimal text paired with expressive, detailed pictures. This combination
makes it ideal for very young children who are just beginning to engage with
stories. The sparse wording encourages parents and caregivers to narrate the
story with their own voice and imagination, while the illustrations provide
visual cues and humor that children adore.

Additionally, the book’s repetitive and predictable structure is soothing for
kids, especially as a bedtime read. Each page gently builds upon the last,
creating a calming rhythm that helps children wind down for the night.

Exploring the Illustrations and Storytelling
Techniques

Peggy Rathmann is not only the author but also the illustrator of Good Night
Gorilla, and her dual role allows for a seamless blend of narrative and
artwork. The illustrations use rich colors, expressive animal characters, and
clever visual humor that invite children to look closely and discover new
details each time they read the book.



Visual Humor and Engagement

One of the reasons Good Night Gorilla remains a favorite is its subtle humor.
For example, while the zookeeper remains oblivious to the escaped animals
trailing him, the reader can see the growing line of animals following
behind. This visual joke creates anticipation and delight, keeping children
engaged and eager to turn the page.

The animals’ expressions are particularly noteworthy — the gorilla’s sly grin
and the sleepy zookeeper’s calm demeanor contrast beautifully, adding layers
to the storytelling without the need for heavy text.

Encouraging Early Literacy Skills

Good Night Gorilla is an excellent tool for fostering early literacy. Its
limited text encourages young readers to focus on the pictures to understand
the story, which is a critical skill in early childhood development. Parents
can ask questions about the illustrations, prompt children to predict what
will happen next, or encourage them to “read” the pictures themselves.

Moreover, the repetitive phrase “Good night” introduces children to rhythm
and repetition in language, foundational elements for building reading
fluency.

How Good Night Gorilla by Peggy Rathmann
Supports Bedtime Routines

Bedtime can sometimes be a challenging time for families, but books like Good
Night Gorilla make the transition to sleep smoother and more enjoyable. Its
gentle tone, calming pace, and endearing characters create a comforting
bedtime ritual.

Creating a Soothing Atmosphere

The story’s setting—a quiet zoo at night—naturally lends itself to promoting
calmness and relaxation. As the zookeeper says good night to each animal, the
atmosphere gradually shifts toward quiet and rest, mirroring the ideal mood
for children preparing to sleep.

Parents can use the book not only as a story but as part of a broader bedtime
routine that might include dimming the lights, soft music, or cuddling,
reinforcing the association between the book and the wind-down process.

Building Emotional Connection

Children often enjoy reenacting the story, pretending to be the gorilla or
the zookeeper, which helps them process emotions like curiosity, playfulness,
and even empathy. Engaging with the story in this way provides comfort and
security, making bedtime feel like a special and safe time rather than a



chore.

Educational Benefits Beyond Bedtime

Good Night Gorilla is not just a bedtime favorite; it also offers numerous
educational opportunities that parents and teachers can leverage.

Animal Recognition and Vocabulary

The book features a variety of zoo animals, including elephants, lions, and
hippos. This exposure helps children learn animal names and characteristics
naturally. Parents can expand on this by discussing each animal, its habitat,
and sounds, turning the storytime into a mini-lesson about wildlife.

Sequencing and Story Comprehension

Since the animals follow the zookeeper one by one, children learn
sequencing—the ability to understand the order of events. This skill is
crucial for reading comprehension and logical thinking. Parents can enhance
this learning by asking children to recount the order in which the animals
left their cages or predict what might happen next.

Promoting Observation and Attention to Detail

Because much of the story is told through the illustrations, children develop
observational skills by noticing details like the expressions on characters’
faces, the animals’ movements, and subtle visual jokes. This enhances visual
literacy, an important skill in our increasingly image-rich world.

Tips for Reading Good Night Gorilla with
Children

Reading Good Night Gorilla aloud can be a delightful experience, and here are
some tips to make the most of it:

Use expressive voices: Give each character a unique voice to bring the
story to life and keep children engaged.

Encourage participation: Ask children to guess which animal will appear
next or to mimic animal sounds, making reading interactive.

Pause and explore: Take time on each page to point out details in the
illustrations that children might miss on a quick read.

Make connections: Relate the story to the child’s experiences, such as
visiting a zoo or saying good night to family members.



Repeat readings: Young children love repetition, so don’t hesitate to
read the book multiple times—it helps with language acquisition and
comfort.

The Lasting Appeal of Good Night Gorilla by
Peggy Rathmann

Since its release, Good Night Gorilla has become a staple in children’s
literature collections worldwide. Its timeless appeal lies in its simplicity,
warmth, and the universal theme of saying good night—a ritual shared by
families everywhere.

For parents looking to introduce their children to reading, this book
provides a perfect blend of storytelling and visual engagement. For
educators, it serves as an accessible and enjoyable resource for teaching
early literacy concepts.

Above all, Good Night Gorilla reminds us of the joy found in small
moments—the quiet adventures, the gentle goodnights, and the playful
surprises that make childhood magical. Whether you’re reading it as a bedtime
story or sharing it during storytime at school or the library, this book
continues to bring smiles and sleepy heads alike.

In the end, Good Night Gorilla by Peggy Rathmann is more than just a
children’s picture book—it’s a celebration of imagination, humor, and the
loving routines that help children feel safe and cherished as they drift off
to sleep.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Good Night, Gorilla' by
Peggy Rathmann?

'Good Night, Gorilla' centers around the theme of bedtime routines and the
humorous adventure that ensues when a mischievous gorilla follows the
zookeeper home, highlighting themes of friendship and playfulness.

Why is 'Good Night, Gorilla' popular among young
children?

'Good Night, Gorilla' is popular among young children because of its simple,
repetitive text, engaging illustrations, and the humorous storyline that
encourages interaction and prediction.

How does Peggy Rathmann use illustrations in 'Good
Night, Gorilla' to tell the story?

Peggy Rathmann uses detailed and expressive illustrations with minimal text
to convey the story, allowing children to follow the plot visually and engage



with the subtle humor and actions of the characters.

What age group is 'Good Night, Gorilla' best suited
for?

'Good Night, Gorilla' is best suited for toddlers and preschool-aged
children, typically ages 2 to 5, due to its simple language and engaging
pictures.

Are there any awards that 'Good Night, Gorilla' has
won?

'Good Night, Gorilla' has received several accolades, including the Caldecott
Honor in 1995, recognizing its distinguished illustrations in children's
literature.

How can 'Good Night, Gorilla' be used to support
early literacy skills?

The book supports early literacy by encouraging children to predict the
story, recognize animals, understand sequence, and engage with repetitive and
simple text alongside expressive illustrations.

What makes 'Good Night, Gorilla' a good bedtime
story?

'Good Night, Gorilla' is a good bedtime story because of its calming
nighttime setting, gentle humor, and repetitive goodnight phrases that create
a soothing routine for children.

Additional Resources
Good Night Gorilla by Peggy Rathmann: A Timeless Classic in Children’s
Literature

good night gorilla by peggy rathmann is a beloved children’s picture book
that has captivated young readers and parents alike since its publication in
1994. This deceptively simple story, crafted by author and illustrator Peggy
Rathmann, combines minimalist text with expressive illustrations to create a
playful and engaging bedtime narrative. The book’s unique approach to
storytelling, where pictures often carry more weight than words, has made it
a staple in early childhood education and a favorite in countless households.

In-depth Analysis of Good Night Gorilla by
Peggy Rathmann

Good Night Gorilla by Peggy Rathmann stands out in the crowded field of
children’s literature due to its innovative use of visual storytelling and
subtle humor. The narrative follows a mischievous gorilla who stealthily
releases other animals from the zoo, trailing behind a sleepy zookeeper as he
bids good night to the animals. The story unfolds primarily through vibrant,



detailed illustrations, with minimal text that complements rather than
dominates the narrative.

One of the most striking features of this book is its ability to engage very
young readers, including pre-readers, through a blend of humor and visual
cues. The sparse text invites children to interpret the story through the
pictures, encouraging early literacy skills such as observation, inference,
and narrative understanding. This emphasis on illustration as a primary
storytelling tool aligns with pedagogical strategies that support visual
literacy in early childhood development.

Visual Storytelling and Illustration Style

Peggy Rathmann’s illustration style in Good Night Gorilla is characterized by
warm, inviting colors and expressive characters that convey emotion and
action without the need for extensive dialogue. The animals’ personalities
shine through their facial expressions and body language, providing subtle
humor that appeals to both children and adults. The gorilla’s sly grin and
the zookeeper’s obliviousness create a comedic tension that propels the story
forward.

The layout of the book also deserves mention. Rathmann uses a combination of
full-page spreads and smaller inset illustrations to guide the reader’s eye
and build narrative momentum. This design choice enhances the storytelling by
allowing for visual surprises and layering of details that can be discovered
upon repeated readings, thereby increasing the book’s longevity as a favorite
bedtime story.

Minimalist Text and Narrative Economy

The text in Good Night Gorilla is minimalistic, consisting mostly of the
zookeeper’s repetitive “Good night” greetings to each animal. This restrained
use of language complements the visual narrative, making the book accessible
to very young children who are just beginning to recognize words. The
simplicity also lends itself well to read-aloud sessions, where parents and
caregivers can add their own vocal inflections and interpretations.

This narrative economy is a deliberate artistic choice that sets Good Night
Gorilla apart from more text-heavy children’s books. By relying on images to
tell the bulk of the story, Rathmann invites children to become active
participants in the storytelling process, fostering imagination and
engagement.

Comparisons and Context within Children’s
Literature

In the context of children’s picture books, Good Night Gorilla occupies a
unique niche alongside other minimalist classics such as “The Very Hungry
Caterpillar” by Eric Carle and “Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?” by
Bill Martin Jr. and Eric Carle. Like these titles, Good Night Gorilla
utilizes repetition and simple language to support early literacy, but it
distinguishes itself through its reliance on visual humor and a more



narrative-driven plot.

Moreover, the book’s themes of nighttime routines and the gentle winding down
of the day align it with a subset of children’s literature focused on bedtime
rituals. Unlike more prescriptive or instructional bedtime books, Good Night
Gorilla offers a playful twist, blending humor with calming imagery. This
combination helps reduce bedtime resistance in young children, a common
challenge for parents.

Pros and Cons of Good Night Gorilla for Early
Childhood Use

Pros:

Encourages visual literacy and inference skills through rich
illustrations.

Simple and repetitive text supports early language development.

Humorous and engaging narrative appeals to both children and adults.

Flexible use in educational settings for teaching storytelling and
sequencing.

Suitable for pre-readers and emerging readers alike.

Cons:

Minimal text may not satisfy older children seeking more complex
narratives.

Some may find the plot’s simplicity less engaging after multiple
readings.

Impact and Reception of Good Night Gorilla by
Peggy Rathmann

Since its release, Good Night Gorilla has garnered critical acclaim and
numerous awards, including a Caldecott Honor in 1995, recognizing its
distinguished illustrations. The book’s widespread popularity is reflected in
its enduring presence in libraries, schools, and homes worldwide. Its appeal
spans generations, often becoming a cherished part of bedtime routines.

The success of Good Night Gorilla has also influenced other creators in the
field of children’s literature, inspiring a wave of picture books that
emphasize visual storytelling and minimal text. Its approachable style has
made it a go-to recommendation among educators and librarians seeking to



foster early literacy in engaging and age-appropriate ways.

Educational Applications

Educators frequently utilize Good Night Gorilla in classrooms to teach
sequencing, vocabulary, and storytelling techniques. The book’s repetitive
structure and clear narrative progression make it an effective tool for
introducing young children to narrative arcs and character behavior.
Additionally, the detailed illustrations provide rich material for
observation exercises and discussions about emotions and social cues.

The book also serves as an excellent example for emerging writers and
illustrators studying the synergy between text and image in picture books.
Peggy Rathmann’s work demonstrates how restraint in text paired with
expressive visuals can create a compelling and memorable story.

The continued relevance of Good Night Gorilla by Peggy Rathmann attests to
the timeless quality of its storytelling and artistic craftsmanship. As
children and caregivers turn its pages, they engage with a story that is as
much about the joy of discovery as it is about bidding the day goodbye. This
subtle balance of humor, warmth, and simplicity ensures that Good Night
Gorilla remains a treasured classic in the realm of children’s literature.

Good Night Gorilla By Peggy Rathmann

  good night gorilla by peggy rathmann: Good Night, Gorilla Peggy Rathmann, 2000-05-01
Good night, Gorilla, says the zookeeper. But mischievous Gorilla isn't quite ready to go to sleep. He'd
rather follow the zookeeper on his rounds and let all of the other animals out of their cages. Little
night owls can sneak along with Gorilla and see who gets the last laugh in this riotous goodnight
romp. Practically wordless yet full of expressive art and hilarious, adorable detail, this book from
Caldecott Medal winning author Peggy Rathmann is sure to become a beloved part of children's own
bedtime rituals. ALA Notable Children's Book for 1994 Bulletin Blue Ribbon 1994 Horn Book
Fanfare 1995 selection Parenting Magazine Best Children's Books of 1994 New York Public Library
1995 Children's Books 100 Titles for Reading and Sharing In a book economical in text and simple in
illustrations, the many amusing, small details, as well as the tranquil tome of the story, make this an
outstanding picture book. --The Horn Book, starred review “The amiable cartoon characters, vibrant
palette, and affectionate tone of the author’s art recall Thatcher Hurd’s cheerful illustrations.
Delightful.”--Kirkus Reviews, starred review A clever, comforting bedtime story. --School Library
Journal, starred review Jaunty four-color artwork carries the story and offers more with every look.
--Booklist
  good night gorilla by peggy rathmann: Good Night, Gorilla Peggy Rathmann, 2000-05-01
Good night, Gorilla, says the zookeeper. But mischievous Gorilla isn't quite ready to go to sleep. He'd
rather follow the zookeeper on his rounds and let all of the other animals out of their cages. Little
night owls can sneak along with Gorilla and see who gets the last laugh in this riotous goodnight
romp. Practically wordless yet full of expressive art and hilarious, adorable detail, this book from
Caldecott Medal winning author Peggy Rathmann is sure to become a beloved part of children's own
bedtime rituals. ALA Notable Children's Book for 1994 Bulletin Blue Ribbon 1994 Horn Book
Fanfare 1995 selection Parenting Magazine Best Children's Books of 1994 New York Public Library
1995 Children's Books 100 Titles for Reading and Sharing In a book economical in text and simple in
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illustrations, the many amusing, small details, as well as the tranquil tome of the story, make this an
outstanding picture book. --The Horn Book, starred review “The amiable cartoon characters, vibrant
palette, and affectionate tone of the author’s art recall Thatcher Hurd’s cheerful illustrations.
Delightful.”--Kirkus Reviews, starred review A clever, comforting bedtime story. --School Library
Journal, starred review Jaunty four-color artwork carries the story and offers more with every look.
--Booklist
  good night gorilla by peggy rathmann: Good Night, Gorilla (Oversized Lap Board Book)
Peggy Rathmann, 2004-09-09 This roomy trim size is perfect for sharing with groups and lap sitters,
and will stand up to years of repeat readings.
  good night gorilla by peggy rathmann: Good Night, Gorilla Book and Plush Package
Peggy Rathmann, 2019-10-15 This bedtime classic paired with a cuddly Gorilla is more irresistible
than ever and perfect for any gifting occasion! It's bedtime at the zoo, but mischievous Gorilla is not
quite ready to go to sleep. He'd rather follow the zookeeper on his rounds and let all of the other
animals out of their cages. Sneak along with Gorilla and see who gets the last laugh in this riotous
bedtime romp. This Good Night, Gorilla book and plush package is the perfect gift for new babies as
well as fans young and old. Look for Peggy Rathmann's other lively favorites 10 Minutes Till Bedtime
and The Day the Babies Crawled Away.
  good night gorilla by peggy rathmann: Lessons for First Grade Stephanie Sheffield, 2001
Through manipulative materials and real-world problems, children learn to estimate, understand
numerical relationships, develop number sense, compute mentally and with paper and pencil, and
use arithmetic as a tool to solve problems.--pub. desc.
  good night gorilla by peggy rathmann: Cp Good Night Gorilla Giant Board Bk Ams Peggy
Rathmann, 2001-01-01
  good night gorilla by peggy rathmann: Good Night, Gorilla Peggy Rathmann, 1994 An
unobservant zookeeper is followed home by all the animals he thinks he has left behind in the zoo.
  good night gorilla by peggy rathmann: Good Night, Gorilla Peggy Rathmann, 2000-01 When
an unobservant zookeeper goes home, all the animals he thinks he has left behind in the zoo follow
him.
  good night gorilla by peggy rathmann: A Family of Readers Martha V. Parravano, Roger
Sutton, 2012-10-09 Two of the most trusted reviewers in the field join with top authors, illustrators,
and critics in a definitive guide to choosing books for children—and nurturing their love of reading.
A FAMILY OF READERS is the definitive resource for parents interested in enriching the reading
lives of their children. It’s divided into four sections: 1. Reading to Them: Choosing and sharing
board books and picture books with babies and very young children. 2. Reading with Them:
Launching the new reader with easy readers and chapter books. 3. Reading on Their Own: Exploring
what children read—and how they read—by genre and gender. 4. Leaving Them Alone: Respecting
the reading privacy of the young adult. Roger Sutton knows how and why children read. He must, as
the editor in chief of THE HORN BOOK, which since 1924 has been America’s best source for
reviews of books for young readers. But for many parents, selecting books for their children can
make them feel lost. Now, in this essential resource, Roger Sutton and Martha V. Parravano,
executive editor at the magazine, offer thoughtful essays that consider how books are read to (and
then by) young people. They invite such leading authors and artists as Maurice Sendak, Katherine
Paterson, Margaret Mahy, and Jon Scieszka, as well as a selection of top critics, to add their voices
about the genres they know best. The result is an indispensable readers’ companion to everything
from wordless board books to the most complex and daring young adult novels.
  good night gorilla by peggy rathmann: Read with Me Samantha Cleaver, Munro Richardson,
2018-11-30 Parents and early childhood teachers know that reading aloud to children is important,
but the specific things that adults do while reading with children that make reading a powerful way
to improve children’s language, vocabulary, and early literacy skills can remain a mystery. Read with
Me makes those behaviors clear and easy to implement for parents and teachers by outlining the
ABCs of Active Reading (Ask Questions, Build Vocabulary, and Connect to the Child’s World). Active



Reading is an approach to reading aloud with young children that is supported by decades of
research. Read With Me provides parents and teachers with the knowledge and skills to engage
young children (age 2 to 5) in Active Reading with examples, clear explanations, and ideas for
making one-on-one or small group read aloud sessions a powerful way to build children’s early
literacy and language skills, all while creating a lifelong love of reading.
  good night gorilla by peggy rathmann: Anytime Reading Readiness Cathy Puett Miller,
2009-12 Your young child gets ready to read every minute of the day by interacting with you: his
first and best teacher. Make the most of those minutes with Anytime Reading Readiness at home,
during chores, or in the car. You'll learn how to: Take advantage of the learn-through-play style of
your preschool/kindergarten child; Match your child's reading readiness level with easy and
engaging games and activities; and Get the most out of reading a book out loud with your child.
Anytime Reading Readiness respects the reading readiness level of your child. Now you can
integrate early literacy activities throughout your day without stress, fuss, or pushing your child.
Prepare your child to read any time. Find out more about Cathy's companion guide for educators,
Before They Read, and the Home/School Literacy Partnership Set.
  good night gorilla by peggy rathmann: Reading with Babies, Toddlers and Twos Susan
Straub, KJ Dell’Antonia, 2013-05-07 It's never too early—or too late—to start sharing books with
your baby! Reading is one of the first activities you can enjoy with your child, and Reading with
Babies, Toddlers, and Twos gets you started. Instill a love for reading early by answering questions
such as: Which books will a newborn baby enjoy? ?What do you buy after you've read Goodnight
Moon? ?Are eBooks and apps appropriate for young children? Can I make up a story to tell my child?
What are the best collections of fairy tales, fables, and other classic stories? A parenting resource to
help with early learning and literacy, Straub, Dell'Antonia, and Payne use their decades of
experience as parents, book reviewers, and children's librarians to bring you the very best in
children's books, so you'll never run out of ideas for reading with your baby. An accessible and
enjoyable guide...this book is a 'go-to' resource.—Traci Lester, executive director, Reach Out and
Read of Greater New York
  good night gorilla by peggy rathmann: Creating Readers Pamela Byrne Schiller, 2001
Learn the basic building blocks of reading with Creating Readers, the comprehensive resource that
develops a strong foundation for pre-readers. Creating Readers gives teachers and parents the tools
to teach pre-reading skills with over 1000 activities, games, fingerplays, songs, tongue twisters,
poems, and stories for the letters of the alphabet. This invaluable resource develops the child's
desire to read as well as the skills needed to begin reading. Creating Readers starts children ages 3
to 8 towards a future of books and reading. Dr. Pam Schiller shares her extensive knowledge in
workshops, radio and television interviews, and as a popular keynote speaker and author. Her
best-selling titles include The Complete Resource Book, The Values Book, Count on Math, and Start
Smart
  good night gorilla by peggy rathmann: Raising a Reader Bonnie D. Schwartz, 2003-11-05
With so many discussions and theories on reading and how children learn to read, it can be very
confusing for parents to know the best way to get their kids to read. In Raising a Reader, Bonnie
Schwartz lays out simple, researched and practice proven approaches that a parent can do to
promote literacy in the home and encourage children to explore the great adventures to be found in
books. The first step in fostering literacy and good reading strategies in the home is to learn a little
bit about how language is acquired and how this affects the development of reading. The purpose of
this book is to expose parents to these processes and build a knowledge base of basic games,
activities, and strategies parents can easily use at home to foster reading development.
  good night gorilla by peggy rathmann: Lisa Murphy on Play Lisa Murphy, 2016-05-16
Discover why playing is school readiness with this updated guide. Timely research and new stories
highlight how play is vital to the social, physical, cognitive, and spiritual development of children.
Learn the seven meaningful experiences we should provide children with every day and why they
are so important.



  good night gorilla by peggy rathmann: Brighter Days Jennifer Bright, 2021-10-05 Brighter
Days: Pregnancy and Parenting Tips by the Mommy M.D. Guides is filled with tips that doctors who
are also mothers use for their own families. These “Mommy M.D. Guides” draw on their expertise as
physicians and their experience as moms—they’re experts, squared. Combined, they draw from
hundreds of years of experience as physicians, and among them, they have dozens of children! In
this book, you'll discover how Mommy MD Guides made it through pesky pregnancy challenges such
as morning sickness, back pain, and heartburn and parenting issues like preventing and treating
colic, diaper rash, and ear infections. You'll also learn how they enjoyed wonderful celebrations of
pregnancy, such as telling their partners the good news, attending baby showers, and meeting their
babies for the first time and parenting highlights like reading to your baby, traveling with kids, and
nurturing your relationship. Sprinkled throughout the book you’ll also discover products that
Mommy MD Guides use for their own families and critical advice on when to call the doctor. Here’s
to your happy, healthy pregnancy and parenting journey!
  good night gorilla by peggy rathmann: Mom's Ultimate Book of Lists, A Michelle LaRowe,
2009-12 With more than a hundred helpful lists at a mom's fingertips, this practical reference guide
from a former nanny will save time, money, and sanity for today's busy moms.
  good night gorilla by peggy rathmann: Testing for Kindergarten Karen Quinn, 2010-07-06
Karen Quinn has successfully taught hundreds of parents how to prepare their children for testing,
and Testing For Kindergarten is her ultimate, comprehensive guide to having fun while teaching to
the underlying abilities every test assesses. Whether your child is going to a private kindergarten or
a public school, he or she will most likely be tested—and placed in classrooms according to those
results. But information about intelligence tests is closely guarded, and it can be difficult to
understand what your kids need to know. As an expert who has successfully taught hundreds of
parents how to work with their own children, Karen Quinn has written the ultimate guide to
preparing your child for kindergarten testing. The activities she suggests are not about “teaching to
the test.” They are about having fun while teaching to the underlying abilities every test assesses.
From the “right” way to have a conversation to natural ways to bring out your child’s inner math
geek, Quinn shares the techniques that every parent can do with their kids to give them the best
chance to succeed in school and beyond. It’s just good parenting—and better test scores are icing on
the cake.
  good night gorilla by peggy rathmann: Great Books for Babies and Toddlers Kathleen Odean,
2008-12-18 “The ideal time to begin sharing books with children is during babyhood, even with
children as young as six weeks.” —Starting Out Right National Research Council All parents hope to
give their children the best possible start in life. Many of them know it’s a good idea to read to their
children at a very young age, not with the goal of teaching their kids to read, but with the joy of
having special time together looking at pictures and playing with words. Carefully chosen books that
introduce children to the pleasures of language, simple story structure, and wonderful artwork are
the foundation for a future love of books. Great Books for Babies and Toddlers is the first book of its
kind—a guide to the best age appropriate children’s books available. Compiled by Kathleen Odean,
former Chair of the Newbery Award Committee, Great Books for Babies and Toddlers provides lively
annotations for more than five hundred books, divided into two helpful categories: Nursery Rhymes,
Fingerplays, and Songs; and Picture-Story Books for the Very Young. With story selections ranging
from such classics of children’s literature as Goodnight Moon and Where’s Spot? to excellent new
books like How Does a Dinosaur Say Good Night? and Buzz!, Great Books for Babies and Toddlers
will be more than a cherished guide for parents—it will also be a child’s first step in the lifelong
adventure of reading.
  good night gorilla by peggy rathmann: Six Skills by Age Six Anna Foote, Bradley Debrick,
2015-11-23 This one-stop guide to nurturing six core early literacy skills at your library also offers
practical tips for sharing these skills with parents, teachers, and other caregivers so they can
institute them in playgroups, in school, or at home. Though libraries have been presenting early
literacy activities for decades, library staff may lack an in-depth understanding of early literacy skills



and their place in preparing children for a lifetime of learning. Based on the program 6 by 6: Ready
to Read, this book is chock full of practical, everyday ideas on how you can foster the six core early
literacy skills children should ideally acquire by age six. The volume begins by introducing the
importance of early literacy and explaining how to start or expand an early literacy program in your
library, regardless of its size. Subsequent chapters explore the six core skills and offer suggestions
on how to showcase them in library programs and services. The book also includes activities that
relate to each skill, suggests books that are especially useful in exploring each skill, and tells you
how to create early literacy spaces. Three sets of storytime plans—one each for babies, toddlers, and
preschoolers—are presented as well. Written primarily for public librarians and library staff, this
guide will also be informative for parents and for educators who work with young girls and boys.
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