everyday use by alice walker analysis

Everyday Use by Alice Walker Analysis: Exploring Heritage, Identity, and
Family Dynamics

everyday use by alice walker analysis opens the door to a profound
exploration of heritage, identity, and the often complex relationships within
families. Alice Walker'’s short story, first published in 1973, remains a rich
subject for literary analysis because it delves deeply into how cultural
legacy is understood and valued differently by individuals even within the
same family. As we unpack the themes, characters, and symbols in “Everyday
Use,” we gain insights not only into African American heritage but also into
universal questions about the meaning of tradition and the tensions between
past and present.

Understanding the Context of Everyday Use

Before diving into the story’s analysis, it’s important to appreciate the
historical and cultural context in which Alice Walker wrote. The early 1970s
was a time of significant social change, especially for African Americans
asserting their cultural identity and reclaiming their history. “Everyday
Use” reflects the Black Power movement’s emphasis on embracing African roots,
but it also critiques the sometimes superficial ways people express cultural
pride.

Walker’s story is set in the rural South, where African American families
often had to reconcile their lived experiences with a larger cultural
heritage that had been fragmented by slavery, segregation, and economic
hardship. This setting frames the tension between the characters as they
navigate what it means to honor their heritage.

Plot Overview and Character Dynamics

At the heart of “Everyday Use” is the interaction between a mother and her
two daughters, Dee and Maggie. The story is narrated by the mother, who lives
in a modest home and values practical, everyday items that have been passed
down through generations. Dee, the older daughter, returns home after some
time away, and her different views on heritage spark the central conflict.

Dee represents a more modern, assertive approach to cultural identity. She
has changed her name to “Wangero Leewanika Kemanjo,” distancing herself from
the legacy she sees as imposed by a society that oppressed her ancestors.
Maggie, on the other hand, is shy and physically scarred by a past house
fire. She lives in the family home and uses the family heirlooms practically,
embodying a quiet, lived connection to her heritage.

The Mother as Narrator and Mediator

The mother’s narrative voice 1is essential to understanding the story’s
meaning. Her perspective is grounded, practical, and emotionally honest. She
does not romanticize the past but respects it for its resilience and everyday



significance. The mother’s reflections on her daughters reveal her nuanced
understanding of identity and heritage, which is neither purely traditional
nor wholly modern.

Themes in Everyday Use by Alice Walker Analysis

Delving into the themes helps illuminate why “Everyday Use” resonates so
strongly across generations and cultures.

Heritage and Its Meaning

One of the central themes is the meaning of heritage. Dee views heritage as
something to be displayed, almost like a museum piece or a fashion statement.
She wants to take the family quilts not for everyday use but for decoration
or wall art, symbolizing her desire to preserve culture at a safe distance.

Maggie, in contrast, understands heritage as something lived and integrated
into daily life. The quilts she is promised symbolize continuity, carrying

the stories and stitches of ancestors. This contrast showcases how heritage
can be both a source of pride and a living, functional part of identity.

Identity and Self-Perception

The story also explores how identity is constructed and expressed. Dee’s
change of name and style signals her attempt to reclaim an African identity
disconnected from the painful history of slavery and oppression. However,
Walker seems to suggest that identity is not just about outward appearances
or names but about genuine connection and respect for one’s roots.

Maggie’s quiet acceptance of her background and her scars symbolize an
authentic embrace of self, even if it is less flashy or assertive than Dee’s
approach. The mother’s own identity is tied to her practical wisdom and
experience, bridging the gap between the two daughters.

Family Relationships and Conflict

Family dynamics are central to the story’s emotional impact. The tension
between Dee and Maggie is not just about quilts or names but about
recognition and understanding. The mother’s decision to give the quilts to
Maggie rather than Dee highlights her judgment about who truly honors their
heritage.

This conflict reveals how family relationships often involve negotiating
differing perspectives and values. It also demonstrates the importance of
empathy and respect within families, especially when dealing with sensitive
cultural matters.



Symbols and Their Significance

Alice Walker’s use of symbolism enriches the story’s layers of meaning and
supports its themes.

The Quilts

The quilts are the most prominent symbol in “Everyday Use.” Made from scraps
of clothing worn by ancestors, they represent the family’s history and the
blending of different generations. The quilts’ practical use for Maggie
contrasts with Dee’s desire to preserve them as artifacts, illustrating
differing attitudes toward heritage.

The House and the Fire

The house where the family lives, along with the reference to the fire that
scarred Maggie and destroyed their previous home, symbolizes both loss and
survival. The fire’s aftermath shapes Maggie’s character and underscores the
importance of resilience and continuity in family life.

Dee’ s Name Change

Dee’s adoption of the name Wangero Leewanika Kemanjo symbolizes her attempt
to connect with African heritage, but it also raises questions about cultural
appropriation and authenticity. The story invites readers to consider the
complexities of reclaiming identity in a post-colonial context.

Literary Devices and Style

Walker’s writing style in “Everyday Use” is accessible yet layered with
meaning. She uses first-person narration to provide intimacy and immediacy,
allowing readers to see the story through the mother’s eyes. The dialogue is
natural, revealing character traits and underlying tensions without heavy
exposition.

Walker also employs contrast effectively—-between Dee and Maggie, past and
present, appearance and reality. This contrast drives the story’s conflict

and thematic development. The narrative’s subtle irony invites readers to
question assumptions about what it means to honor one’s culture.

Tips for Analyzing Everyday Use by Alice Walker

If you're studying or writing about “Everyday Use,” here are some tips to
deepen your analysis:

e Focus on character perspectives: Consider how the mother’s narration



shapes your understanding of Dee and Maggie.

e Explore the symbolism: Look beyond the quilts to other objects and
events that carry symbolic weight.

e Consider historical context: Research the Black Power movement and
cultural reclamation in the 1970s for richer insight.

e Analyze themes of identity: Pay attention to how each character defines
and expresses their sense of self.

e Examine family dynamics: Reflect on how Walker portrays conflict and
reconciliation within the family unit.

Engaging with these aspects will help you develop a nuanced interpretation
that captures the story’s complexity.

The Enduring Relevance of Everyday Use

One reason why everyday use by alice walker analysis continues to captivate
readers is because it addresses timeless questions about how we connect with
our roots. In a world where cultural identities are increasingly fluid and
contested, Walker’s story reminds us that heritage is not a static museum
piece but a living thread woven into daily life.

The story also speaks to the power of storytelling itself. By choosing to
narrate through the mother’s voice, Walker elevates the perspective of
ordinary people whose experiences and values might otherwise be overlooked.
This narrative choice encourages empathy and understanding across
generational and cultural divides.

Ultimately, “Everyday Use” invites us to reflect on what we value, how we
honor our past, and how we build identity in a changing world—lessons that
remain as relevant today as when the story was first published.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Everyday Use' by Alice
Walker?

'Everyday Use' explores themes of heritage, identity, and the differing
perspectives on cultural legacy within an African American family. The story

contrasts the practical, lived experience of heritage with a more
romanticized, aesthetic appreciation.

How does Alice Walker use the characters in 'Everyday
Use' to convey her message?
Walker uses the characters of Mama, Maggie, and Dee to represent different

attitudes toward heritage. Mama and Maggie embody a practical and lived
connection to their cultural roots, while Dee represents a more superficial,



modern appreciation, highlighting conflicts over identity and inheritance.

What role do the quilts play in the analysis of
'Everyday Use'?

The quilts symbolize the family's heritage and the varying attitudes toward
it. Mama and Maggie see them as practical items with sentimental value,
representing their ancestors' hard work, while Dee views them as artifacts to
be preserved and displayed, reflecting a more aesthetic and less personal
connection.

How does the narrative perspective in 'Everyday Use'
affect the story's analysis?

The story is told from Mama's first-person perspective, which provides an
intimate and grounded viewpoint. This perspective allows readers to
understand Mama's values and her connection to heritage, framing the conflict
with Dee in a way that favors a lived and practical appreciation of cultural
identity.

What is the significance of the title 'Everyday Use'
in Alice Walker's story?

The title 'Everyday Use' highlights the story's message about the importance
of using and appreciating cultural heritage in daily 1life, rather than
preserving it as a mere display or symbol. It emphasizes the value of a
functional, lived heritage over a purely aesthetic or superficial one.

Additional Resources

**Everyday Use by Alice Walker: An In-Depth Analysis**

everyday use by alice walker analysis opens a window into the complex
intersections of heritage, identity, and cultural preservation through the
lens of a seemingly simple domestic conflict. Alice Walker’s short story,
first published in 1973, unravels a multifaceted narrative that delves into
African American heritage and the contrasting perceptions of cultural legacy
within a single family. This analysis aims to dissect the thematic depth,
character dynamics, and symbolic elements that make "Everyday Use" a pivotal
piece in American literature and African American studies.

Understanding the Context and Themes of
Everyday Use

"Everyday Use" is set in the rural American South and centers on the
characters of a mother, Mama, and her two daughters, Dee and Maggie. The
story serves as a microcosm of the broader cultural tensions experienced
during the Black Power movement of the 1960s and 1970s, where questions of
African heritage and identity were at the forefront of social discourse.
Walker uses this familial setting to explore themes such as heritage,
cultural identity, and the meaning of tradition.



The theme of heritage is particularly crucial in this story. The contrasting
attitudes of Dee and Maggie toward their family heritage highlight different
approaches to cultural identity. Dee represents a more aesthetic and
intellectualized appreciation of heritage, often tied to outward symbols and
reclaiming African roots in a way that can be perceived as performative.
Maggie and Mama, in contrast, embody a lived and practical connection to
their heritage, valuing the everyday use of family artifacts and traditions.

Character Analysis: Mama, Dee, and Maggie

The dynamics between Mama and her daughters are central to the narrative’s
tension. Mama, the narrator, presents herself as a strong, hardworking woman
whose identity is deeply rooted in her rural upbringing. She is practical and
grounded, embodying an authentic connection to her ancestry through daily
life rather than symbolic gestures.

Dee, Mama's older daughter, returns home with a new name—Wangero Leewanika
Kemanjo—and a renewed cultural consciousness. Her character is often
interpreted as embodying the Black Power movement’s push for reclaiming
African heritage and rejecting assimilation. However, Walker’s portrayal of
Dee 1is nuanced; her approach to heritage is criticized as somewhat
superficial and disconnected from the family’s lived experience.

Maggie, the younger daughter, contrasts sharply with Dee. Scarred both
physically and emotionally, Maggie is shy and reserved but deeply connected
to her heritage through the skills and traditions passed down by her
ancestors. Her quiet acceptance and respect for the family’s legacy highlight
a more intimate and genuine relationship with their cultural past.

Symbolism and Its Role in Everyday Use by Alice
Walker Analysis

Symbolism is a key literary device in "Everyday Use," and understanding these
symbols is essential for a comprehensive analysis. The most prominent symbols
include the quilts, the churn top, and even the characters’ names, each
contributing to the story’s exploration of heritage and identity.

The Quilts: A Symbol of Heritage and Conflict

The quilts are arguably the most significant symbol in the story. Handmade by
Grandma Dee and other family members, the quilts represent the tangible
legacy of the family’s history and craftsmanship. Dee’s desire to take the
quilts for display rather than everyday use symbolizes her detachment from
the practical, lived experience of her heritage.

Mama’s decision to give the quilts to Maggie instead of Dee underscores the
story’s central argument: heritage is not just about symbols or aesthetic
appreciation but about the lived, everyday connection to one’s past. The
quilts are meant to be “used,” reflecting the continuity of tradition through
daily life.



Names and Identity

Dee’s name change to Wangero Leewanika Kemanjo is another symbolic element
reflecting her search for African roots and rejection of her immediate family
identity. This act of renaming speaks to the larger cultural movement of
reclaiming African heritage but also raises questions about authenticity and
the complexity of identity.

Mama and Maggie’s acceptance of their given names symbolizes their acceptance
of their history and their social reality, highlighting a more grounded and
pragmatic sense of self.

Stylistic Elements and Narrative Techniques

Alice Walker employs a first-person narrative through Mama’s perspective,
which provides readers with an intimate and subjective view of the family
dynamics. This narrative choice 1is crucial because it allows Walker to
juxtapose Mama’s straightforward, unpretentious worldview with Dee’s more
flamboyant and self-conscious persona.

The tone of the story is conversational yet charged with underlying tension,
effectively capturing the emotional landscape of the characters. Walker’s use
of dialect and colloquial language grounds the story in its rural Southern
setting, enhancing authenticity and cultural specificity.

Comparisons with Other Works on Heritage and Identity

In the landscape of African American literature, "Everyday Use" shares
thematic resonances with works by authors such as Toni Morrison and Zora
Neale Hurston, who also explore the complexities of cultural heritage. Unlike
some narratives that romanticize or idealize African roots, Walker’s story
critically examines the contradictions inherent in reclaiming heritage,
particularly when it becomes commodified or superficial.

The story’s focus on family and everyday objects as vessels of heritage
differentiates it from more politically overt works, providing a nuanced
perspective on identity that is both personal and cultural.

Implications and Contemporary Relevance

The continued relevance of "Everyday Use by Alice Walker analysis"™ lies in
its exploration of identity politics, cultural authenticity, and the
negotiation of heritage in a modern context. In today’s multicultural
societies, questions about how individuals relate to their cultural
past—whether through tangible artifacts or symbolic gestures—remain pressing.

Dee’s character anticipates contemporary debates around cultural
appropriation and the performative aspects of identity politics, while Mama
and Maggie’s grounded connection to their heritage offers a counterpoint
emphasizing lived experience over aestheticization.



Pros and Cons of Different Interpretations

e Pros: The story offers a rich, layered exploration of cultural identity
that resonates across different contexts. It challenges readers to
consider what constitutes genuine heritage and encourages reflection on
the relationship between past and present.

e Cons: Some critics argue that Dee’s portrayal risks stereotyping or
oversimplifying the Black Power movement’s cultural reclamation. Others
suggest that Mama'’'s perspective may idealize rural life without fully
engaging with broader social struggles.

Despite these critiques, the story’s ability to provoke discussion and
interpretation remains one of its strongest attributes.

Everyday Use by Alice Walker Analysis: A Final
Reflection

Examining "Everyday Use" reveals Alice Walker’s deft ability to weave complex
social issues into a personal family story. The narrative’s exploration of
heritage is not only about preserving the past but also about how cultural
identity is lived and expressed in everyday life. Through its rich symbolism,
nuanced characters, and authentic voice, the story continues to engage
readers and scholars alike, serving as a vital text in discussions of African
American literature and cultural identity.

Everyday Use By Alice Walker Analysis

everyday use by alice walker analysis: Everyday Use Alice Walker, 1994 Presents the text of
Alice Walker's story Everyday Use; contains background essays that provide insight into the story;
and features a selection of critical response. Includes a chronology and an interview with the author.

everyday use by alice walker analysis: A Study Guide to Alice Walker's Everyday Use
Gale, Cengage Learning, 2015-09-15 A Study Guide to Alice Walker's Everyday Use, excerpted from
Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for Students series. This concise study guide includes plot summary;
character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further
reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of your
research needs.

everyday use by alice walker analysis: Alice Walker's Short Story "Everyday Use" Martin
Eder, 2014-09-22 Seminar paper from the year 2011 in the subject Didactics for the subject English -
Pedagogy, Literature Studies, grade: 2,0, University of Passau, language: English, abstract: This
term paper provides the concept of a teaching unit concerning the short story Everyday Use by Alice
Walker. Apart from the different analyses there should also be given an overview of
recommendations and possibilities that could be used for creating a teaching unit. Everyday Use was
published in 1973 and is basically about a black mother and her two daughters. Whereas one
daughter, Dee, had the possibility to go to school and visit college, Maggie, the younger daughter,
still lives with her mother and did not enjoy higher education. One day, Dee, who is accompanied by


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-176/everyday-use-by-alice-walker-analysis.pdf

her boyfriend, visits her mother and her sister at her old home. As the story continues it becomes
clear that obvious differences have developed between the opinions of Dee and her mother
alternatively her sister.

everyday use by alice walker analysis: Alice Walker Sterling Professor of Humanities Harold
Bloom, 2009 Presents a selection of criticism devoted to the fiction of African American author Alice
Walker.

everyday use by alice walker analysis: Using Critical Theory Lois Tyson, 2011-11-16
Explaining both why theory is important and how to use it, Lois Tyson introduces beginning students
of literature to this often daunting area in a friendly and approachable style. The new edition of this
textbook is clearly structured with chapters based on major theories that students are expected to
cover in their studies. Key features include: coverage of major theories including psychoanalysis,
Marxism, feminism, lesbian/gay/queer theories, postcolonial theory, African American theory, and a
new chapter on New Criticism (formalism) practical demonstrations of how to use these theories on
short literary works selected from canonical authors including William Faulkner and Alice Walker a
new chapter on reader-response theory that shows students how to use their personal responses to
literature while avoiding typical pitfalls new sections on cultural criticism for each chapter new
‘further practice’ and ‘further reading’ sections for each chapter a useful next step appendix that
suggests additional literary titles for extra practice. Comprehensive, easy to use, and fully updated
throughout, Using Critical Theory is the ideal first step for students beginning degrees in literature,
composition and cultural studies.

everyday use by alice walker analysis: On Discourse Analysis in Classrooms David Bloome,
Stephanie Power Carter, Beth Morton Christian, Samara Madrid, Sheila Otto, Nora Shuart-Faris,
Mandy Smith, 2008 This book in the NCRLL Collection provides an introductory discussion of
discourse analysis of language and literacy events in classrooms. The authors introduce approaches
to discourse analysis in a way that redefines traditional topics and provokes the imagination of
researchers. For those who have limited knowledge of discourse analysis, this book will help
generate new questions about literacy events in classrooms. For those familiar with this research
perspective, it will map diverse new approaches. “Offers examples of classroom discourse with
analyses that researchers and practitioners can use as the basis for pursuing their own analyses.”
—Rob Tierney, Dean, Faculty of Education, University of British Columbia “On Discourse Analysis
provokes us to rethink discourse analytic approaches as generative tools that can open up new ways
of seeing language and literacy events in classrooms. The authors richly illustrate the complexity
and potential of discourse analysis studies with cases that orient us to foreground the local with
broader cultural, historical, and social relations in ways that make evident what it means to be
human. On Discourse Analysis provides a fresh approach to discourse analysis studies.” —Kris
Gutierrez, University of California at Los Angeles

everyday use by alice walker analysis: 100 Brain-Friendly Lessons for Unforgettable
Teaching and Learning (K-8) Marcia L. Tate, 2019-07-31 Use research- and brain-based teaching
to engage students and maximize learning Lessons should be memorable and engaging. When they
are, student achievement increases, behavior problems decrease, and teaching and learning are fun!
In 100 Brain-Friendly Lessons for Unforgettable Teaching and Learning K-8, best-selling author and
renowned educator and consultant Marcia Tate takes her bestselling Worksheets Don’t Grow
Dendrites one step further by providing teachers with ready-to-use lesson plans that take advantage
of the way that students really learn. Readers will find 100 cross-curricular sample lessons from
each of the four major content areas Plans designed around the most frequently-taught objectives
Lessons educators can immediately adapt 20 brain compatible, research-based instructional
strategies Questions that teachers should ask and answer when planning lessons Guidance on
building relationships with students to maximize learning

everyday use by alice walker analysis: Alice Walker's Metaphysics Nagueyalti Warren,
2019-01-16 Catapulted to fame in 1982 with the publication of her third novel—the Pulitzer
Prize-winning The Color Purple—Alice Walker has become one of America’s most celebrated and




divisive authors. With books such as Meridian and The Third Life of Grange Copeland, Walker’s
writing has frequently been cited for messages in support of civil rights and feminism. Above all,
however, Walker is a spiritual seeker. Her works are dominated by the search for truth, wholeness,
and the spirit that connects everyone and everything. In Alice Walker’s Metaphysics: Literature of
Spirit, Nagueyalti Warren examines the philosophy and worldview present in all of Walker’s writing.
Warren contends that Walker is a literary theologian, citing the transformative changes that take
place in the author’s fictional characters. Warren also points to Walker’s bravery in approaching
taboo subjects, her generosity of spirit, and her love for humanity, which are represented
throughout her poems, novels, short stories, children’s books, and essays. This analysis is further
supplemented by primary sources from Walker’s unpublished material, including notes and
scrapbooks. By exploring the spirituality evident throughout the author’s work, this volume shows
how Walker challenges readers to recognize and understand their responsibility to the earth—and to
one another. Providing a fresh, accessible look at one of the twentieth century’s most prolific women
writers, Alice Walker’s Metaphysics: Literature of Spirit will appeal to both academics and fans of
the author’s varied literature.

everyday use by alice walker analysis: Feminist Literature as Everyday Use Beatriz
Revelles-Benavente, 2025-01-23 What can feminist literature actually do? How can it affect the
world? Does it have the power to change the oppressive structures that it opposes? Drawing on
three of the fundamental wellsprings of feminist theory [] genealogies, methodologies, and politics []
Feminist Literature in the Making argues that it can. A new, materialist perspective, brought to bear
on figures like Woolf, Morrison and Atwood, demonstrates how feminist literature can provide a
methodology for social transformation. Through techniques like diffractive reading, queering time,
and using 'bits and pieces' to break through grand narratives, this book offers a wealth of
opportunities to put its methods of literary critique into practice. In defiance of the edificial
insistence of the Western canon, these practices of these methods reveal new ways of reading as a
practice of continual textual construction, understanding how texts are created and then how to
recreate them. With this concept, literary artifacts can become everyday artifacts [] not only
entanglements between theory, methodology and politics, but tools for feminist interventions and
social transformation.

everyday use by alice walker analysis: Reading the Short Story Anna Wing-bo Tso, Scarlett
Lee, 2019-10-31 Beginning with a brief history and evolution of the short story genre, alongside an
overview of the key short story writers, and an explanatory chapter of literary criticism, this book
aims to give readers insight into the works by canonical British, Irish, and American authors,
including Edgar Allan Poe, James Joyce, Flannery O'Connor, and more. Applying close reading skills
and critical literary approaches to twelve selected short stories in English, this work conducts
comparative analyses to reveal the interrelationships between the texts, the authors, the readers,
and the sociocultural contexts. Developed and tested in literature classes at university over several
semesters, this book addresses key issues, topics and trends in the short story genre.

everyday use by alice walker analysis: Learning for a Diverse World Lois Tyson, 2001 Lois
Tyson explains the basic concepts of six critical theories in popular academic use
today-psychoanalytic, Marxist, feminist, gay/lesbian, African-American, and post-colonial-and shows
how they can be employed to interpret five short literary works in the book.

everyday use by alice walker analysis: Culturally Responsive Reading Durthy A. Washington,
2023 “A book that is brilliantly incisive and generative beyond words, Culturally Responsive Reading
is a gift that will be welcomed in classrooms everywhere.” —Junot Diaz, author, This Is How You
Lose Her Help students to explore the intertextuality of literature and to think more deeply and
compassionately about the world. This book shows high school teachers and college instructors how
to foreground a work’s cultural context, recognizing that every culture has its own narrative
tradition of oral and written classics that inform its literature. The author introduces readers to the
LIST Paradigm, a guided approach to culturally responsive reading that encourages readers to
access and analyze a text by asking significant questions designed to foster close, critical reading.



By combining aspects of both literary analysis (exploring the elements of fiction such as plot, setting,
and character) and literary criticism (exploring works from multiple perspectives such as historical,
psychological, and archetypal), the LIST Paradigm helps educators “unlock” literature with four keys
to culture: Language, Identity, Space, and Time. In Culturally Responsive Reading, Washington
exposes cultural myths, reveals racist and culturally biased language, dismantles stereotypes, and
prevents the egregious misreading of works written by people of color. Book Features: Describes a
unique approach to culturally responsive reading, including specific teaching strategies and rich
classroom examples.Explores numerous texts by writers of color that are rarely included as required
reading in literature courses.Provides examples and illustrations of innovative ways to incorporate
multicultural texts into an introductory literature course.Incorporates epigraphs and questions that
highlight each component of the LIST approach.Includes a critical essay that guides teachers
through the process of teaching a complex postmodern novel (Junot Diaz’s The Brief Wondrous Life
of Oscar Wao).

everyday use by alice walker analysis: Travelling Across Cultures Spanish Association for
American Studies. Congreso, 2000

everyday use by alice walker analysis: Literacy Research for Political Action and Social
Change Mollie V. Blackburn, Caroline T. Clark, 2007 This book and its contributors - all of whom
view literacy research as explicitly political and potentially transformative - provide images and
approaches that show how work with/in the local can and must be connected to global issues in
order to effect political action. Researchers and educators are urged to take activist stances that
directly affect and address the needs of all people across lines of race, class, ethnicity, sexuality, and
gender. The book is organized into three parts, each focusing on different aspects of literacy
research for political action. These include theoretical considerations and methodological
approaches that support this work; a reconsideration of the roles of participants as collaborators in
this kind of literacy research; and finally, examples of projects specifically aimed at addressing
global issues through local research for political action.

everyday use by alice walker analysis: Revisionary Rhetoric, Feminist Pedagogy, and
Multigenre Texts Julie Jung, 2005 In this precise and provocative treatise, Julie Jung augments the
understanding and teaching of revision by arguing that the process should entail changing attitudes
rather than simply changing texts. Revisionary Rhetoric, Feminist Pedagogy, and Multigenre Texts
proposes and demonstrates alternative ways of reading, writing, and teaching that hear silences in
such a way as to generate personal, pedagogical, and professional revisions. As both a challenge to
prevailing revision pedagogies and an elaboration of contemporary feminist rhetorics, the volume
encourages students and instructors to examine their identities as scholars of rhetoric and
composition and to question how and why revision is taught. Jung analyzes feminist texts to identify
a revisionary rhetoric that is, at its core, most concerned with creating a space in which to engage
productively with issues of difference. This synthesis of feminist theory and revision studies yields a
pedagogically useful definition of feminist rhetoric, through which Jung examines the insights
afforded by multigenre texts in various related contexts: the academic essay, the discipline of
rhetoric and composition studies, feminist composition, and the subfields of English studies
including rhetoric and composition, literature, and creative writing. Jung illustrates how multigenre
texts demand innovative methods of inquiry because they do not fit the conventions of any single
genre. Because genre is inextricably tied to the construction of social identity, she explains,
multigenre texts also offer a means for understanding and revising disciplinary identity. Boldly
making a case for the revisionary power of multigenre texts, Jung retheorizes revision as a process
of disrupting textual clarity so that differences can be identified, contended with, and perhaps
understood. Revisionary Rhetoric, Feminist Pedagogy, and Multigenre Texts makes great strides
towards defining feminist rhetoric and ascertaining how revision can be theorized, not just
practiced. Jung also provides a multigenre epilogue that explores the usefulness of reconceiving
revision as a progression towards wholeness rather than perfection.

everyday use by alice walker analysis: Transforming Students into Leaders through the



Literary Arts and the Social Sciences Mary Alice Trent, Don Pardlow, Peggy Stevenson Ratliff,
2020-03-24 This book offers college professors and college students, as well as the general reader, a
variety of ideas for developing techniques for creative and critical thinking and strategic writing and
reading skills. Additionally, some of the contributions here present strategies to help students
cultivate effective interpersonal skills, and foster a greater understanding of cultural diversity and
skills for collaboration in a culturally inclusive workplace. Along with this, the book also utilizes
technology in innovative ways across the curriculum. In teaching language courses, literature
courses, psychology courses, or education courses, each contributor cultivates, through teaching
and mentoring, the transformation of a student into a 21st century leader.

everyday use by alice walker analysis: The Allyn and Bacon Guide to Writing John D. Ramage,
John C. Bean, 1999 B> The most successful rhetoric published in over a decade, The Allyn and
Bacon Guide to Writing offers the most progressive and teachable introduction now available to
academic and personal writing. The guide offers engaging instruction in rhetoric and composition, a
flexible sequence of comprehensive writing assignments, numerous examples of student and
professional writing, and thorough guides to research and editing. Solidly grounded in current
theory and research, yet eminently practical and teachable, The Allyn and Bacon Guide to Writing
has set the new standard for freshman composition courses in writing, reading, and critical thinking
and inquiry. Part One, A Rhetoric for College Writer, provides a conceptual framework by showing
how inquiring writers pose problems, pursue them through discussion and exploratory writing, and
solve them as they compose and revise. Part Two, Writing Projects, contains twelve self-contained
assignment chapters arranged according to the purposes for writing. Each chapter guides the
reader through the process of generating and exploring ideas, composing and drafting, revising and
editing. Part Three, A Guide to Composing and Revising, comprises five self-contained chapters of
nuts-and-bolts strategies for composing and revising. A Guide to Research, Part Four, instructs how
to conduct research and incorporate sources into their own writing, and includes a state-of-the-art
chapter on electronic writing and research. Part Five, A Guide to Special Writing Occasions, gives
helpful advice on writing reflective self-evaluations and on writing essay exams. Part Six, A Guide to
Editing, is a concise handbook of grammar, usage, mechanics, punctuation,style, and editing.

everyday use by alice walker analysis: FieldWorking Bonnie Stone Sunstein, Elizabeth
Chiseri-Strater, 2011-09-02 FieldWorking is a fun and practical guide to research and writing. This
acclaimed text incorporates examples by professional writers such as Peter Elbow, Joan Didion,
Oliver Sacks, and Jamaica Kincaid, as well as student research projects on communities as diverse a
truck stop, sports bar, homeless shelter, and horse sales barn, to help students identify and define
their own subcultures and communities. In unique activities and comprehensive instruction,
FieldWorking presents an ethnographic approach that empowers students to observe, listen,
interpret, analyze, and write about the people and artifacts around them, while learning the
essentials of college writing and research. FieldWorking is suitable for courses in English,
anthropology, cultural studies, journalism — or in any discipline where research is required.

everyday use by alice walker analysis: Dictionary of World Biography: The 20th century, O-Z
Frank Northen Magill, Christina J. Moose, Alison Aves, 1999-11 Each volume of the Dictionary of
World Biography contains 250 entries on the lives of the individuals who shaped their times and left
their mark on world history. This is not a who's who. Instead, each entry provides an in-depth essay
on the life and career of the individual concerned. Essays commence with a quick reference section
that provides basic facts on the individual's life and achievements. The extended biography places
the life and works of the individual within an historical context, and the summary at the end of each
essay provides a synopsis of the individual's place in history. All entries conclude with a fully
annotated bibliography.

everyday use by alice walker analysis: Primary Research and Writing Lynee Lewis Gaillet,
Michelle F. Eble, 2015-08-20 Developed for emerging academic writers, Primary Research and
Writing offers a fresh take on the nature of doing research in the writing classroom. Encouraging
students to write about topics for which they have a passion or personal connection, this text




emphasizes the importance of primary research in developing writing skills and abilities. Authors
Lynée Lewis Gaillet and Michelle F. Eble have built a pedagogical approach that makes archival and
primary research interesting, urgent, and relevant to emerging writers. Students are able to explore
ways of analyzing their findings and presenting their results to their intended readers. With in-text
features to aid students in understanding primary research and its role in their writing, chapters
include special elements such as: Communities in Context - Profiles of traditional and digital
communities that help students understand the characteristics of communities and group members
Profiles of Primary Researchers - Spotlights on professionals, giving an illuminating look into the
role primary research plays in real-world research and writing Student Writing - Examples of
exemplary student writing that demonstrate how research can be relevant, engaging, and
interesting, with annotations. Invention Exercises - Exercises designed to help students locate
primary investigation within communities that they already understand or find appealing Writing
Exercises - Writing exercises that offer students practice in exploring communities and investigating
primary materials. Readings - Annotated readings with questions to guide analysis, pulled from a
variety of rich sources, that give students inspiration for undertaking their own research projects.
This text has a robust companion website that provides resources for instructors and students, with
sample syllabi, chapter overviews, lecture outlines, sample assignments, and a list of class
resources. Primary Research and Writing is an engaging textbook developed for students in the
beginning stages of their academic writing careers, and prepares its readers for a lifetime of
research and writing.
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