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As Time Goes By Piano Chords: Unlocking the Timeless Classic on Your Keys

as time goes by piano chords have become a beloved gateway for pianists of all levels to connect
with the elegance and nostalgia of a true musical classic. Whether you're a beginner eager to learn a
piece that resonates through generations or an experienced player wanting to add a timeless tune to
your repertoire, mastering these chords is a rewarding journey. This article will guide you through the
essential chords, offer tips on playing style, and explore the song’s rich harmonic structure, helping
you breathe life into one of the most iconic melodies ever written.

The Enduring Appeal of "As Time Goes By"

Before diving into the chords themselves, it's worth reflecting on why "As Time Goes By" holds such a
special place in music history. Composed by Herman Hupfeld in 1931, the song gained worldwide
fame when featured in the classic film Casablanca. Its romantic lyrics paired with a haunting melody
evoke a sense of timeless love and nostalgia, making it a favorite for both listeners and performers.
This popularity translates beautifully to the piano, where the blend of harmonic progressions and
lyrical phrasing offers a rich canvas for expression. Learning the piano chords of "As Time Goes By" is

more than just memorizing notes; it's about capturing the mood and sophistication that the song
embodies.

Understanding the Basic Chords of "As Time Goes By"

At its core, "As Time Goes By" is structured around a series of jazz-influenced chords that give it its
warm, lush character. Most versions of the song are played in the key of E-flat major, which provides
a smooth and mellow tonal foundation.

Essential Chords to Know

Here are some of the fundamental chords you will encounter when playing "As Time Goes By" on the
piano:

e Ebmaj7 (E-flat major 7): The home chord that establishes the key and tonal center.

¢ G7 (G dominant 7). Adds tension and leads smoothly to the next chord.

e Cm7 (C minor 7): Provides a melancholic, jazzy flavor.

e F7 (F dominant 7): Often used as a transition chord.



e Abmaj7 (A-flat major 7): Adds richness and color.

e Bbm7 (B-flat minor 7): Offers a smooth minor sound that complements the melody.

By mastering these chords, you’ll be able to play the basic structure of the song and start
experimenting with different voicings and rhythms.

Chord Progression Breakdown

The chord progression in "As Time Goes By" is elegantly simple yet harmonically interesting. For
example, the opening phrase typically moves like this:

Ebmaj7 - G7 - Cm7 - F7 - Bb7 - Ebmaj7

This sequence establishes a classic jazz circle-of-fifths movement, which is pleasing to the ear and
gives the song its signature flow. Understanding how these chords relate to each other helps in
improvisation and in creating your own arrangements.

Tips for Playing "As Time Goes By" on Piano

Playing "As Time Goes By" isn’t just about hitting the right chords; it's about expressing the emotion
behind the music. Here are some practical tips to bring your performance to life:

Focus on Smooth Transitions

Since this song has a slow, flowing tempo, aim for seamless chord changes. Practice moving from one
chord shape to the next slowly, paying attention to finger placement to avoid unnecessary tension.

Use Jazz Voicings and Extensions

Once you're comfortable with the basic chords, try incorporating jazz chord extensions such as 9ths,
11ths, and 13ths. These add harmonic depth and give your playing a more authentic, sophisticated
sound.

Incorporate Left-Hand Patterns

Rather than just playing block chords with your left hand, explore walking bass lines or arpeggiated
patterns. This approach adds rhythmic interest and supports the melody beautifully.



Emphasize Dynamics and Phrasing

"As Time Goes By" is a song rich in emotion, so vary your dynamics to reflect the mood. Play softer
during reflective moments and gradually build intensity during more passionate sections. Think of
your playing like storytelling with sound.

Exploring Different Versions and Arrangements

Because of its popularity, there are countless arrangements of "As Time Goes By," ranging from
simple beginner-friendly versions to complex jazz interpretations. Exploring these can greatly
enhance your understanding of the song.

Beginner-Friendly Versions

Many simplified piano tutorials focus on the melody supported by basic triads. These versions are
perfect for those just starting out and wanting to get a feel for the song’s structure.

Jazz and Solo Piano Arrangements

Advanced players often explore more intricate reharmonizations and improvisations. Solo piano
arrangements might include walking bass lines, chord substitutions, and melodic embellishments that
showcase your personal style.

The Role of "As Time Goes By" in Learning Jazz Piano

For aspiring jazz pianists, "As Time Goes By" serves as an excellent study piece. It encompasses many
fundamental jazz elements like ii-V-I progressions, chord extensions, and modal interchange.
Practicing this song helps players internalize these concepts in a musical and enjoyable context.

Moreover, learning to play "As Time Goes By" trains your ear to recognize chord movements common

in jazz standards. This ear training is invaluable when it comes to improvisation and playing by ear,
skills every jazz musician strives to develop.

Additional Resources to Master "As Time Goes By"
Piano Chords

If you want to deepen your knowledge and refine your skills, consider the following resources:



e Sheet Music and Lead Sheets: Many online platforms offer downloadable versions with chord
symbols and melody lines.

¢ Video Tutorials: YouTube features numerous step-by-step guides tailored to different skill
levels.

 Jazz Piano Books: Books on jazz standards often include "As Time Goes By" with detailed
analyses and suggested voicings.

» Backing Tracks: Playing along with backing tracks helps you develop timing and feel.

Incorporating these tools into your practice routine can accelerate your progress and keep your
learning engaging.

Whether you are captivated by the romantic essence of "As Time Goes By" or intrigued by its
harmonic sophistication, exploring its piano chords offers a profound musical experience. With
patience and practice, you'll find yourself not only playing the notes but also conveying the timeless
emotion that has made this song a cherished classic. So sit at your piano, dive into the chords, and let
the music carry you through the graceful passage of time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic piano chords for 'As Time Goes By'?

The basic piano chords for 'As Time Goes By' typically include C, E7, A7, Dm, G7, and F. These chords
form the harmonic foundation of the song.

How do you play the intro chords of 'As Time Goes By' on
piano?

The intro usually starts with a C major chord, followed by E7, A7, Dm, and G7. Play them smoothly in
a slow tempo to capture the classic feel.

Are there any common chord progressions used in ‘As Time
Goes By"?

Yes, a common progression is C - E7 - A7 - Dm - G7 - C, which follows a classic jazz and swing pattern
fitting the song's timeless style.

Can 'As Time Goes By’ be played in different keys on piano?

Absolutely. While often played in C major, 'As Time Goes By' can be transposed to keys like F or G
major to suit vocal range or pianist preference.



What is the chord structure for the chorus of 'As Time Goes
By'?

The chorus typically features a sequence like F - Dm - G7 - C- A7 - Dm - G7 - C, emphasizing a
smooth, nostalgic progression characteristic of the song.

How can | add jazz voicings to 'As Time Goes By’ piano
chords?

To add jazz voicings, include 7th, 9th, and 13th extensions to the chords, such as playing Cmaj7
instead of C major, or G13 instead of G7, for a richer harmonic texture.

Is there a recommended finger positioning for 'As Time Goes
By' chords on piano?

Yes, use standard fingerings: thumb on the root note, middle and pinky fingers on the third and fifth,
and adjust for 7th chords by incorporating the additional notes with index or ring fingers for comfort.

Where can | find sheet music with piano chords for 'As Time
Goes By"?

Sheet music with piano chords for 'As Time Goes By' can be found on music publishing sites like
Musicnotes, Sheet Music Plus, or free resources such as MuseScore and Ultimate Guitar.

How can | practice 'As Time Goes By' chords effectively on
piano?

Practice slowly at first, focusing on smooth chord transitions and proper fingering. Use a metronome
to maintain steady tempo and gradually increase speed as you become comfortable.

Additional Resources

As Time Goes By Piano Chords: An In-Depth Exploration of a Timeless Classic

as time goes by piano chords have captivated musicians and audiences alike for decades, serving
as the harmonic backbone of one of the most iconic songs in popular music history. This timeless
tune, famously featured in the 1942 film "Casablanca," continues to resonate across generations, not
only due to its evocative lyrics and melody but also its elegant chord progression that lends itself well
to piano interpretation. In this article, we explore the nuances of the "As Time Goes By" piano chords,
analyzing their structure, variations, and the reasons behind their enduring appeal among pianists of
all skill levels.



The Harmonic Structure of “As Time Goes By”

The chord progression in "As Time Goes By" is a quintessential example of classic American popular
songcraft, rooted in the jazz and Tin Pan Alley traditions. The song usually appears in the key of E-flat
major, though it is often transposed to suit vocal ranges or instrumental preferences. Its harmonic
framework balances simplicity with subtle sophistication, making it both accessible to beginners and
rewarding for advanced players.

At its core, the progression employs a series of diatonic chords interspersed with chromatic passing
chords and secondary dominants. This blend creates a rich tapestry of sound that evokes nostalgia
and romanticism. The use of minor chords alongside major chords adds emotional depth, while the
smooth voice leading facilitates an easy, flowing motion across the keyboard.

Common Chord Progressions in “As Time Goes By” Piano
Versions

A typical verse progression might look like this in the key of E-flat major:

e Ebmaj7 - G7 - Cm7 - F7
e Bbm7 - Eb7 - Abmaj7 - Abm7 - G7

e Cm7 - F7 - Bb7 - Ebmaj7

These chords demonstrate the use of ii-V-1 sequences (Cm7-F7-Bb7 and Bbm7-Eb7-Abmaj7) and
chromaticism (Abmaj7 to Abm7 to G7), which are hallmarks of jazz harmony. The movement from
Abmaj7 to Abm7 to G7 serves as an effective turnaround, leading back to the tonic or the next
phrase.

Why “As Time Goes By” Piano Chords Remain Popular

Several factors contribute to the lasting popularity of "As Time Goes By" among piano players. The
first is its emotional resonance. The chords convey a sense of wistfulness and timelessness that
perfectly matches the lyrical theme. This makes the song an ideal piece for both performance and
personal enjoyment.

Secondly, the song’s chord progression is an excellent educational tool for pianists. It introduces
players to important jazz concepts such as seventh chords, extended harmonies, and secondary
dominants, all within a familiar and melodically pleasing context. Many piano instructors use "As Time
Goes By" as a teaching piece to bridge the gap between classical technique and jazz improvisation.

Furthermore, the song’s arrangement flexibility enhances its appeal. Pianists can perform it
straightforwardly with block chords, or embellish it with arpeggios, walking bass lines, and



improvisation. This adaptability makes it suitable for various skill levels and performance settings,
from intimate solo recitals to big band accompaniments.

Variations and Interpretations of the Chords

Over the years, musicians have experimented with different voicings and substitutions to add
personal flair to the "As Time Goes By" chords. Some notable variations include:

e Extended Chords: Adding 9ths, 11ths, and 13ths to basic seventh chords to enrich the
harmonic texture.

e Chord Substitutions: Using tritone substitutions for dominant chords (e.g., replacing the G7
with Db7) to create unexpected color.

* Smooth Voicings: Employing close position chords and voice leading techniques to create
seamless transitions.

e Modal Interchange: Borrowing chords from parallel minor keys to introduce emotional
complexity.

These techniques allow pianists to reinterpret the song while maintaining its recognizable harmonic
foundation, demonstrating the versatility of the original chord progression.

Comparing “As Time Goes By” to Other Jazz Standards

When placed alongside other jazz standards, "As Time Goes By" holds a distinctive position. Unlike
many bebop tunes characterized by rapid chord changes and complex rhythms, it maintains a slower
tempo and a more lyrical, sentimental mood. Its chord progression is less dense but highly effective,
focusing on melodic expression rather than harmonic complexity.

For example, comparing it to a tune like "Autumn Leaves," which also employs ii-V-I progressions but
features quicker changes and a more upbeat feel, highlights "As Time Goes By"’'s emphasis on
emotional subtlety. This makes it particularly suitable for ballad interpretations and intimate
performances.

Moreover, the song’s historical context and cultural significance add layers of meaning that few other
standards possess. Pianists often find that playing these chords is not just a technical exercise but a
way to connect with a storied musical heritage.

The Role of “As Time Goes By” in Modern Piano Repertoire

In contemporary piano repertoire, "As Time Goes By" serves multiple roles. It is frequently included in



collections of jazz standards and classic pop tunes, making it a staple for jazz students and
enthusiasts. Additionally, it appears in film score arrangements, solo piano albums, and even
crossover genres blending jazz with classical or popular music.

The song’s chord progression also lends itself well to improvisation workshops and ensemble
rehearsals. Pianists use the familiar harmonic framework to experiment with melodic ideas and
rhythmic variations, fostering creativity within a structured harmonic context.

Technical Considerations for Playing “As Time Goes
By” Chords on Piano

Mastering the piano chords of "As Time Goes By" requires attention to voicing, rhythm, and touch.
Because the song is often performed as a ballad, dynamics and phrasing play crucial roles in
conveying its mood.

¢ Voicing: Pianists should aim for smooth voice leading between chords to maintain the song’s
flowing character. Avoiding abrupt jumps and focusing on inner voices enhances the harmonic
richness.

* Rhythm: The steady, relaxed tempo typical of "As Time Goes By" allows for expressive rubato.
Timing subtle variations in chord duration can add emotional depth.

» Pedaling: Effective use of the sustain pedal helps blend chords together, but excessive
pedaling can muddy the harmony. Controlled pedaling is essential.

¢ Fingerings: Choosing fingerings that facilitate smooth transitions between chords reduces
tension and improves overall fluidity.

These technical elements contribute to an authentic and moving performance that honors the song’s
legacy.

Resources for Learning “As Time Goes By” Piano Chords

Aspiring pianists looking to learn "As Time Goes By" piano chords have a wealth of resources at their
disposal. Sheet music is widely available in both traditional notation and lead sheet formats, often
accompanied by chord symbols for ease of learning.

Online tutorials and video lessons offer step-by-step guidance, breaking down the chord progressions
and demonstrating voicings. Many jazz education websites include transcriptions and play-along
tracks to facilitate practice.

Additionally, piano apps and software with interactive chord libraries enable learners to hear and
experiment with different chord voicings, enhancing their understanding of the song’s harmonic
possibilities.



The availability of these tools makes "As Time Goes By" not only accessible but also an enriching
piece for those seeking to deepen their grasp of jazz harmony and piano technique.

Exploring the piano chords of "As Time Goes By" reveals the intricate balance between harmonic
sophistication and melodic simplicity that has cemented this song as a staple in the jazz and popular
music canon. Whether approached as a teaching piece, a performance work, or a medium for
personal expression, the chords offer endless opportunities for pianists to engage with a classic tune
that truly stands the test of time.
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