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Rules Against Perpetuities Practice Problems: A Clear Path to Mastery

rules against perpetuities practice problems are often regarded as some of the trickiest
challenges in property law. Whether you're a law student preparing for exams or a practitioner
brushing up on your knowledge, tackling these problems can feel daunting. But with the right
approach, understanding the Rule Against Perpetuities (RAP) and solving related practice problems
becomes far more manageable and even engaging.

In this article, we’ll explore the essence of the Rule Against Perpetuities, break down common
pitfalls, and provide tips on how to approach practice problems effectively. Along the way, you’ll also
learn useful strategies for spotting violations and applying the rule in real-world contexts.

Understanding the Rule Against Perpetuities

Before diving into practice problems, it’s essential to grasp what the Rule Against Perpetuities
actually is. Simply put, RAP is a legal doctrine designed to prevent people from using future
interests in property to exert control over that property indefinitely. The classic formulation is that a
future interest must vest, if at all, within 21 years after some life in being at the time the interest
was created.

What Does “Vesting” Mean?

When we say an interest "vests," it means that the interest becomes certain to belong to a particular
person. For example, if a will states that property goes to “A’s children,” but A has no children at the
time of the will, the interest may not vest immediately. RAP requires that this vesting happen within
the allowed timeframe; otherwise, the interest is void.

Common Types of Future Interests Subject to RAP

Understanding which future interests are subject to RAP is crucial for practice problems. These
typically include:

- Contingent remainders
- Executory interests
- Certain options to purchase property

By contrast, vested remainders and some future interests in the grantor (like reversion) are not
subject to the rule.



Approaching Rules Against Perpetuities Practice
Problems

When you first see a rules against perpetuities practice problem, it’s normal to feel overwhelmed.
However, breaking down the problem systematically can reveal the answer more clearly.

Step 1: Identify the Relevant Future Interest

Start by determining which future interest the problem is asking about. Is it a contingent
remainder? An executory interest? Pinpointing this helps you figure out if RAP even applies.

Step 2: Find the Measuring Lives

The “measuring lives” are lives in being when the interest is created. These are typically people
named in the grant or their descendants. The key is to see whether the interest will vest within 21
years of the death of these measuring lives.

Step 3: Analyze the Contingency

What must happen for the future interest to vest? Sometimes, the condition depends on events that
may happen far into the future. If the condition might not be satisfied within the perpetuities period,
the interest violates RAP.

Step 4: Apply the “Wait and See” or “Cy Pres” Doctrines (If
Applicable)

Some jurisdictions have adopted modern modifications to RAP, such as the “wait and see” doctrine,
which waits to see if the interest actually vests within the allowed period, or the “cy pres” doctrine,
which reforms the interest to comply with RAP. Knowing whether these apply can affect the outcome
of a problem.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Rules Against
Perpetuities Practice Problems

Working through RAP problems, students and practitioners often stumble on a few predictable
missteps. Being aware of these can save you time and frustration.



Confusing Vesting with Possession

It’s important to remember that vesting relates to when the interest becomes fixed, not when the
person actually takes possession of the property. Sometimes, possession occurs after vesting, but
RAP focuses on the vesting moment.

Forgetting to Identify Lives in Being

Failing to correctly identify the measuring lives is a common error. Only lives in being at the time of
the interest’s creation count. For example, unborn children at the time do not qualify as measuring
lives.

Applying RAP to Interests Not Covered by the Rule

Not all future interests are subject to RAP. For instance, the grantor’s reversion is not. Applying RAP
incorrectly can lead to mistaken conclusions.

Sample Rules Against Perpetuities Practice Problems
and How to Solve Them

Let’s look at a few examples that illustrate the application of the rule.

Problem 1: Contingent Remainder to a Grandchild

"O conveys Blackacre to A for life, then to A’s children who reach 25 years old."

- A is alive at the time of the conveyance but has no children yet.
- Does the interest to A’s children violate RAP?

Solution: The measuring life is A (alive at grant). The condition is that A’s children must reach 25.
Because the children’s lives are measuring lives, the interest must vest or fail within 21 years after
A’s death. Since children must reach 25 after A's death, this fits within the perpetuity period, so the
interest is valid.

Problem 2: Executory Interest Beyond 21 Years

"O conveys Blackacre “to A, but if B returns from Europe, then to B.” B is alive at the time of the
conveyance."

- Does this executory interest violate RAP?



Solution: The executory interest is contingent on B returning from Europe, which might happen
beyond B’s lifetime. Since the interest could vest outside the perpetuity period, it violates RAP.

Tips for Mastering Rules Against Perpetuities Practice
Problems

Mastering RAP problems is less about memorizing rules and more about developing a systematic
approach.

Practice regularly: Working through a variety of problems sharpens your ability to identify
the key components quickly.

Diagram the problem: Visual aids help you track interests, measuring lives, and
contingencies.

Study jurisdictional nuances: Some states have abolished or modified RAP, so knowing the
applicable law is important.

Understand policy reasons: Recognizing why RAP exists can help you predict when courts
might invalidate interests.

Why Are Rules Against Perpetuities Practice Problems
Important?

Aside from being a classic law school challenge, these problems teach critical thinking about future
property interests and their limitations. They also prepare you for practical situations involving
estate planning, trusts, and conveyances. The rule prevents property from being tied up indefinitely,
ensuring it remains marketable and usable.

As you continue working through rules against perpetuities practice problems, you’ll find that your
confidence grows and your ability to spot valid versus void future interests sharpens. The more you
engage with these problems, the more intuitive this complex area of property law becomes.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Rule Against Perpetuities in property law?
The Rule Against Perpetuities is a legal doctrine that prevents individuals from controlling the
ownership of property for an indefinite period beyond certain limits, typically stating that certain
future interests must vest, if at all, within 21 years after the death of a relevant life in being at the



creation of the interest.

Why are practice problems important for understanding the
Rule Against Perpetuities?
Practice problems help students and practitioners apply the complex and often confusing Rule
Against Perpetuities to various hypothetical scenarios, improving their ability to analyze future
interests and determine whether they violate the rule.

What is a common approach to solving Rule Against
Perpetuities practice problems?
A common approach involves identifying the relevant measuring lives, determining whether the
interest must vest within 21 years after those lives, and applying the 'wait and see' or 'cy pres'
doctrines if applicable to assess the validity of the interest.

Can you give an example of a typical Rule Against Perpetuities
practice problem?
Yes. For example: 'O conveys property to A for life, then to A’s children who reach 25 years old.' The
problem requires determining if this future interest violates the Rule Against Perpetuities by
analyzing if the interest in A’s children must vest within the perpetuity period.

How do you determine the 'measuring lives' in a Rule Against
Perpetuities problem?
Measuring lives are typically the individuals alive at the time the interest is created whose life or
lives can be used to measure the 21-year perpetuity period. They are often named beneficiaries or
other relevant persons connected to the interest.

What common mistakes should be avoided when solving Rule
Against Perpetuities practice problems?
Common mistakes include misidentifying the measuring lives, failing to apply the 21-year period
correctly, confusing different types of future interests, and neglecting modern modifications or
statutory reforms that may affect the rule.

Are there any modern changes to the Rule Against
Perpetuities that affect practice problems?
Yes, many jurisdictions have modified or abolished the traditional Rule Against Perpetuities,
replacing it with statutory reforms like the Uniform Statutory Rule Against Perpetuities (USRAP),
which extends the vesting period to 90 years or more, affecting how practice problems are
approached.



Additional Resources
Rules Against Perpetuities Practice Problems: A Critical Examination and Guide

rules against perpetuities practice problems present a unique challenge for law students,
practitioners, and scholars alike. The doctrine, deeply rooted in property law, governs the validity of
future interests in property, preventing them from vesting too far into the future. Despite its
longstanding presence, the rule’s complexity makes it a frequent stumbling block in both academic
and practical settings. This article delves into the intricacies of these problems, offering a
comprehensive analysis that not only clarifies the doctrine but also explores effective strategies for
approaching and solving such practice problems.

Understanding the rules against perpetuities (RAP) requires an appreciation of its fundamental
purpose: to avoid the indefinite control of property by deceased owners through contingent future
interests. The rule traditionally mandates that certain future interests must vest, if at all, within a
life in being plus 21 years. Failure to comply with this temporal limit results in the invalidation of the
interest. However, applying this abstract principle to concrete fact patterns often proves
challenging, leading to the proliferation of “rules against perpetuities practice problems” in legal
education.

Unpacking the Rules Against Perpetuities: Core
Concepts and Challenges

At its core, the RAP is a rule of property law designed to prevent the remote vesting of future
interests. The doctrine applies primarily to contingent remainders, executory interests, and certain
options and rights to purchase. The challenge lies in identifying which interests are subject to the
rule, and then determining whether those interests vest within the permissible perpetuity period.

A pivotal difficulty in rules against perpetuities practice problems is the interpretation of "lives in
being." These are typically individuals alive at the creation of the interest whose lifespans serve as
the measuring lives. The complexity arises when practice problems involve multiple contingent
interests, options, or shifting conditions, requiring meticulous timeline analyses.

The Anatomy of a Rules Against Perpetuities Practice Problem

Most practice problems present a hypothetical conveyance of property involving future interests
with conditions or contingencies. The student or practitioner must:

Identify the type of future interests created (contingent remainder, executory interest, vested1.
remainder subject to open, etc.).

Determine which interests are subject to RAP.2.

Ascertain the relevant measuring lives and analyze whether the interests vest within the3.
perpetuity period.



Rule on the validity of the interests—whether they are valid, void, or partially void.4.

For example, a typical question might involve a grant “to A for life, then to A’s children who reach
25.” The issue is whether the interest in A’s children violates the RAP if a child is born after A’s
death and reaches 25 more than 21 years after A’s life.

Common Pitfalls in Applying the Rule

One of the most frequent errors in tackling rules against perpetuities practice problems is conflating
vested and contingent interests. Only contingent future interests are subject to the RAP; vested
remainders with no condition precedent generally are not. Another common mistake is neglecting to
identify the correct measuring lives, which can dramatically alter the outcome.

Additionally, confusion often arises in dealing with class gifts, especially when the class closes based
on conditions that may occur after the perpetuity period. The rule against perpetuities can invalidate
interests in members of the class who may vest too remotely, while preserving others.

Strategies for Mastering Rules Against Perpetuities
Practice Problems

Given the doctrinal complexity, a systematic approach to these problems enhances accuracy and
confidence. Below are strategies proven effective in academic and professional contexts:

1. Diagramming Timelines

Visual aids, such as timelines and family trees, can clarify the lifespan of measuring lives and the
timing of contingencies. By mapping out “lives in being” and projected events, one can more easily
ascertain whether the interest vests within the permissible period.

2. Categorizing Interests

A clear categorization of the type of future interests is fundamental. Using checklists or flowcharts
that distinguish contingent remainders from executory interests, and vested from contingent, helps
isolate which interests are vulnerable to invalidation.

3. Applying the “Wait and See” or “Cy Pres” Doctrines

Some jurisdictions have adopted reforms to the traditional RAP, including the “wait and see”
approach, which validates an interest if it actually vests within the perpetuity period, rather than



invalidating it at the outset. While practice problems often require the traditional analysis,
awareness of these reforms is crucial for comprehensive understanding.

4. Practice with Varied Fact Patterns

Exposure to diverse problems enhances pattern recognition and problem-solving agility. Problems
involving options to purchase, shifting executory interests, or multiple contingent conditions test the
depth of understanding.

Comparative Perspectives and Jurisdictional Variations

While the traditional RAP remains influential, many states and countries have modified or abolished
it to accommodate modern property needs. For instance, the Uniform Statutory Rule Against
Perpetuities (USRAP) extends the vesting period to 90 years, significantly altering the analysis.

These jurisdictional nuances impact how rules against perpetuities practice problems are framed
and solved. Students preparing for bar exams or practitioners drafting instruments must account for
local statutes and judicial interpretations, which sometimes provide exceptions or alternative
frameworks.

Pros and Cons of the Traditional Rule in Practice Problems

Pros: Encourages clarity in future interests, limits dead-hand control, and promotes
marketability of property.

Cons: Complexity leads to confusion, often produces harsh results invalidating valid
intentions, and has been criticized as outdated.

These pros and cons underscore why practice problems remain a staple in legal education, forcing
students to grapple with difficult concepts and doctrinal precision.

Technological Tools and Resources for Practice

Modern legal education increasingly incorporates online platforms and interactive modules to
simulate rules against perpetuities practice problems. These tools often provide instant feedback,
step-by-step guidance, and a range of difficulty levels, enhancing mastery. Utilizing such resources
can complement traditional casebook learning and help bridge the gap between theory and
application.

As the legal landscape evolves, so too do the challenges of mastering the rules against perpetuities.



Practice problems remain an indispensable method for internalizing the doctrine’s nuances and
applying them with precision. Whether for bar exam preparation, academic study, or practical
application, a disciplined approach to these problems can transform a daunting subject into a
manageable and intellectually rewarding one.

Rules Against Perpetuities Practice Problems

Rules Against Perpetuities Practice Problems

Related Articles
igcse science year 7 past papers
telling aint training
integers worksheet answer key

Back to Home

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-175/rules-against-perpetuities-practice-problems.pdf
https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-175/igcse-science-year-7-past-papers.pdf
https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-175/telling-aint-training.pdf
https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-175/integers-worksheet-answer-key.pdf
https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org

