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Masonic Questions and Answers: Exploring the Mysteries and Traditions of Freemasonry

masonic questions and answers often spark curiosity among those intrigued by the rich
history and symbolism of Freemasonry. Whether you're a newcomer trying to understand
what Freemasonry entails or someone simply interested in the traditions, rituals, and
philosophy behind this centuries-old fraternity, exploring common questions can provide
valuable insights. This article delves into some of the most frequently asked masonic
questions and answers, shedding light on the core principles, symbols, and practices that
define this enigmatic organization.

Understanding the Basics of Freemasonry

Freemasonry is one of the world’s oldest and largest fraternal organizations, steeped in
symbolism and tradition. At its heart, it is a society that promotes moral and ethical
development, brotherhood, and charitable work. However, many people wonder what
exactly Freemasonry is and how one becomes a member.

What Is Freemasonry?

Freemasonry is a fraternal order that originated in the late medieval period, evolving from
the guilds of stonemasons and cathedral builders. Today, it’s a global society that
welcomes men of good character who seek personal growth, ethical guidance, and
fellowship. It’s not a religion, but it encourages belief in a Supreme Being and upholds
values such as integrity, charity, and truth.

How Does One Join Freemasonry?

A common masonic question and answer revolves around membership requirements.
Generally, to join, a man must be of legal age (usually 18 or 21), believe in a Supreme
Being, and be of good moral character. Prospective members often need to be
recommended by current Masons and undergo an interview or investigation process. The
process emphasizes personal commitment and voluntary participation.

Exploring Masonic Symbols and Their Meanings

One of the most captivating aspects of Freemasonry is its use of symbols, which carry rich
allegorical meanings. These symbols are often misunderstood or mystified, but they
provide a unique language through which Masons convey moral lessons and philosophical
ideas.



What Do Common Masonic Symbols Represent?

Some of the most recognized symbols include the square and compasses, the letter ‘G’, the
all-seeing eye, and the apron. Each has specific interpretations:

e Square and Compasses: Representing morality and virtue, the square teaches
Masons to "square their actions," while the compasses symbolize self-restraint and
keeping one’s passions within bounds.

e The Letter ‘G’: Varies in meaning but often stands for God, Geometry, or the Great
Architect of the Universe, emphasizing the spiritual and universal aspects of
Freemasonry.

e The All-Seeing Eye: Symbolizes the watchful eye of the Supreme Being, reminding
Masons that their actions are always observed.

e The Apron: A symbol of purity and labor, the apron connects modern Freemasons
with the operative stonemasons of the past.

Understanding these symbols helps demystify the rituals and teachings that often puzzle
outsiders.

Common Rituals and Their Purposes

Rituals are a cornerstone of Freemasonry, designed to impart lessons and bind members
together through shared experience. Many people ask why these rituals are secretive and
what their significance is.

Why Are Masonic Rituals Kept Private?

The secrecy surrounding Masonic rituals is often misunderstood. It’s not about hiding
sinister activities but preserving the integrity and solemnity of the ceremonies. These
rituals use allegory and symbolism to teach ethical values, and keeping them private
ensures that members experience the lessons firsthand, maintaining respect and tradition.

What Are the Three Degrees in Freemasonry?

Freemasonry is structured around three primary degrees, each representing a stage in a
Mason’s moral and spiritual development:



1. Entered Apprentice: The initiation stage where candidates learn the basic
principles of the craft.

2. Fellowcraft: Focuses on intellectual development and the study of the liberal arts
and sciences.

3. Master Mason: The highest degree in basic Freemasonry, emphasizing maturity,
responsibility, and deeper philosophical teachings.

Each degree involves specific rituals and lessons designed to build character and
brotherhood.

Addressing Common Misconceptions About
Freemasonry

Masonic questions and answers often tackle myths that have surrounded the fraternity for
centuries. From conspiracy theories to misunderstandings about its influence, clarifying
these points can help foster a more accurate view.

Is Freemasonry a Religion?

One of the most persistent questions is whether Freemasonry is a religion. The answer is
no. Freemasonry is not a religion, nor does it replace or compete with any faith. It requires
members to believe in a Supreme Being but does not prescribe any particular religious
doctrine or worship. Instead, it complements personal faith by promoting ethical living.

Do Masons Have Secret Agendas or Political Influence?

Freemasons often face accusations of secret control over governments or institutions.
While Freemasonry encourages members to be active and responsible citizens, it as an
organization does not engage in political activities or conspiracies. The emphasis is on
personal improvement and community service rather than wielding secret power.

The Role of Charity and Community in
Freemasonry
One of the most positive and tangible aspects of Freemasonry is its commitment to charity

and community service. This is a common focus in many masonic questions and answers,
as the fraternity’s philanthropic efforts are both extensive and impactful.



How Do Freemasons Contribute to Their Communities?

Freemasons are involved in numerous charitable initiatives worldwide, ranging from
supporting hospitals and educational scholarships to disaster relief and local community
projects. The principle of charity is central to Freemasonry, reflecting the belief that
members should help others and improve society.

What Motivates Masonic Charity?

The motivation behind Masonic charity is rooted in the core values of brotherly love, relief,
and truth. Freemasons see charity as a practical expression of their moral teachings,
emphasizing compassion and assistance to those in need without discrimination.

Learning and Growing Through Masonic
Education

Education is a key element in the Masonic journey, with members encouraged to explore
philosophy, history, and moral teachings. Many masonic questions and answers reveal a
deep interest in how Freemasonry fosters lifelong learning.

What Types of Educational Opportunities Does
Freemasonry Offer?

Lodges often host lectures, discussions, and workshops on a variety of topics including
symbolic interpretations, historical research, and ethical dilemmas. This environment
nurtures intellectual curiosity and personal growth, which are fundamental goals of the
fraternity.

How Does Masonic Education Enhance Personal
Development?

Through study and reflection on Masonic symbols and rituals, members develop critical
thinking, ethical reasoning, and a greater understanding of themselves and the world. This
process helps them become better individuals in their personal and professional lives.

Delving into masonic questions and answers opens a window into a tradition that
combines history, philosophy, and community spirit. Whether you are exploring
Freemasonry out of curiosity or considering joining, understanding these foundational
elements provides a clearer picture of what the fraternity stands for and how it continues



to inspire millions worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the square and compasses in
Freemasonry?

The square and compasses are the most recognizable symbols of Freemasonry. The square
represents morality, truthfulness, and honesty, while the compasses symbolize the ability
to measure and keep one's actions within bounds. Together, they remind Masons to
conduct themselves with virtue and integrity.

What are the basic requirements to become a
Freemason?

Basic requirements typically include being a man of lawful age (usually 18 or 21),
believing in a Supreme Being, having good moral character, and being recommended by
current members. Requirements may vary slightly depending on the jurisdiction.

What is the purpose of Masonic rituals and ceremonies?

Masonic rituals and ceremonies are designed to teach moral lessons and ethical principles
through allegory and symbolism. They help members reflect on personal improvement,
brotherhood, and the values upheld by Freemasonry.

Are Freemasons part of a secret society?

Freemasonry is often described as a society with secrets rather than a secret society.
While certain rituals and modes of recognition are confidential, the organization itself is
not secretive about its existence, charitable activities, or membership.

What is the meaning behind the three degrees in
Freemasonry?

The three degrees — Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft, and Master Mason — represent
stages of personal and moral development. Each degree imparts specific lessons and
symbolism related to knowledge, responsibility, and mastery.

Can women become Freemasons?

Traditional Freemasonry, known as regular Freemasonry, generally restricts membership
to men. However, there are Masonic-related organizations and lodges that accept women,
such as Co-Freemasonry and women's Masonic orders.



How does Freemasonry contribute to the community?

Freemasonry emphasizes charity and community service. Lodges often organize and
support charitable activities such as scholarships, disaster relief, hospitals, and local
community programs aimed at improving the lives of others.

Additional Resources

Masonic Questions and Answers: Exploring the Mysteries of Freemasonry

masonic questions and answers serve as a gateway for many seeking to understand the
enigmatic world of Freemasonry. As one of the oldest and most widespread fraternal
organizations in the world, Freemasonry has long been shrouded in mystery, often
provoking curiosity, speculation, and sometimes misunderstanding. This article delves into
the most pertinent masonic questions and answers, shedding light on the organization’s
origins, rituals, symbolism, and its place in modern society.

Understanding Freemasonry: Origins and Purpose

Freemasonry traces its roots back to the late Middle Ages, evolving from the guilds of
stonemasons who built Europe’s great cathedrals and castles. However, the modern
organization, as we know it today, emerged in the early 18th century with the
establishment of the first Grand Lodge in England in 1717. One of the most frequently
asked masonic questions concerns the true purpose of the fraternity.

At its core, Freemasonry is a society that promotes moral and ethical development,
brotherhood, and charitable work. It operates on allegory and symbolism, often drawing
from architectural and biblical themes, to teach lessons on personal improvement,
integrity, and social responsibility. Unlike secret societies portrayed in popular culture,
Freemasonry is more accurately described as a society with private rituals and
membership.

Common Masonic Questions and Their Answers

When investigating masonic questions and answers, several themes emerge consistently.
People often want to know who can join, what the initiation involves, and what the
organization’s beliefs are.

e Who can become a Freemason? Generally, candidates must be adult men of good
character who believe in a Supreme Being, regardless of their specific religious
affiliation. Some jurisdictions have started allowing women, with organizations like
the Order of the Eastern Star and Co-Freemasonry promoting inclusive membership.

e What happens during initiation? The initiation ceremony is symbolic and



ritualistic, designed to impart moral lessons through allegory. It involves various
degrees—Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft, and Master Mason—each with its own
rites and teachings.

e Is Freemasonry a religion? No, Freemasonry is not a religion but requires
members to hold a belief in a higher power. The organization encourages tolerance
and respects diverse faiths without endorsing any particular doctrine.

The Symbolism and Rituals Behind Freemasonry

Much of the intrigue surrounding Freemasonry comes from its elaborate symbolism and
ritual. The organization employs a rich tapestry of symbols derived from stonemasonry
tools such as the square, compass, and level, each representing ethical values and lessons.

The square symbolizes morality, reminding members to "square" their actions; the
compass represents boundaries and self-restraint, while the level signifies equality among
members. These symbols are featured prominently in masonic lodges and regalia, often
misunderstood or sensationalized in popular media.

Rituals within Freemasonry are designed to reinforce these symbols and the fraternity’s

core values. These ceremonies are conducted with solemnity and are considered vital for
the transmission of knowledge and tradition from one generation of masons to the next.

The Degrees of Freemasonry Explained

Freemasonry’s three primary degrees form the foundation of its teaching system:
1. Entered Apprentice: The initial degree where the initiate is introduced to the
principles of the craft and begins their moral and philosophical education.

2. Fellowcraft: This intermediate degree expands the knowledge of the initiate,
focusing on the liberal arts and sciences and encouraging intellectual growth.

3. Master Mason: The highest traditional degree in most lodges, centered on themes
of mortality, fidelity, and the pursuit of truth.

Beyond these, many appendant bodies and rites offer additional degrees and teachings,
but these three remain the core of masonic education.



Freemasonry in the Modern World: Myths, Facts,
and Public Perception

Despite its long history, Freemasonry continues to be the subject of numerous myths and
conspiracy theories. Masonic questions and answers often address these misconceptions
to clarify the organization’s role in society.

For example, Freemasonry is sometimes accused of being a secret society with political
agendas. In reality, while it maintains privacy regarding its rituals and membership, it is a
transparent organization that openly participates in charitable activities and community
service. Membership rosters and lodge locations are generally public knowledge.

Moreover, Freemasonry is not a monolithic entity; its practices and rules can vary
significantly across countries and jurisdictions, which often leads to misunderstandings.
Some lodges emphasize social fellowship, while others focus on philosophical study or
charitable efforts.

Social and Charitable Contributions

One of the key features often highlighted in masonic questions and answers is the
fraternity’s commitment to philanthropy. Freemasons worldwide are involved in various
charitable activities, including funding hospitals, scholarships, disaster relief, and
community development projects.

This charitable orientation is a fundamental aspect of Freemasonry’s public image and a
primary attraction for prospective members who seek to contribute positively to their
communities while fostering personal growth.

Challenges and Criticisms Facing Freemasonry
Today

While Freemasonry has adapted over centuries, it faces several challenges in the 21st
century. One of the most discussed masonic questions relates to its relevance in a rapidly
changing social landscape.

The decline in membership in many Western countries poses a significant challenge.
Younger generations often perceive Freemasonry as outdated or secretive, which can
hinder recruitment efforts. Some lodges have responded by increasing transparency and
engaging more actively with the public through educational events and social media.

Critics also point to the organization’s historical exclusivity, particularly regarding gender
and race. Although many jurisdictions have made strides toward inclusivity, debates
continue about how Freemasonry can evolve to reflect modern values without losing its
traditions.



Adapting to a New Era

Successful lodges have embraced technology and modern communication to demystify
Freemasonry. Online forums, podcasts, and virtual meetings have become tools for
outreach and education, answering masonic questions and dispelling myths more
effectively than ever before.

Additionally, some branches of Freemasonry have expanded their membership criteria,
inviting a more diverse demographic and fostering an environment that reflects
contemporary societal norms.

As Freemasonry navigates these complexities, its ability to balance tradition with
innovation will likely determine its future trajectory.

The exploration of masonic questions and answers reveals a multifaceted institution rich
in history, symbolism, and community engagement. While mystery and misunderstanding
persist, a closer examination uncovers an organization committed to moral development,
fellowship, and charitable work. For those intrigued by the craft, the journey into
Freemasonry offers not just answers but an ongoing dialogue about values, identity, and
purpose in a modern world.

Masonic Questions And Answers

masonic questions and answers: Masonic Questions and Answers Paul M. Bessel, 2013-12-01
Paul M. Bessel gets to the heart of understanding Freemasonry with this light, easy to read and
understand question and answer book. Designed to take the reader and Masonic student through the
three craft degrees in a step by step, section by section manner. This work can help new Masons,
and those interested in Freemasonry, learn the basic facts about our Craft. Cover design by Michael
R. Poll

masonic questions and answers: Islam: Questions And Answers - Schools of Thought,
Religions and Sects Muhammad Saed Abdul-Rahman, 2003-12-01 This book, Schools of Thought,
Religions and Sects, is the eighth volume of a series of authoritative Islamic books entitled Islam:
Questions And Answers. The overall series discuss issues relevant to Islam, and present accurate
and reliable information based on the true beliefs and practices of the Prophet (Peace and Blessings
of Allaah be upon Him) and his companions. The objectives of the various books include: to teach
and familiarize Muslims with various aspects of their religion to be a source for guiding people to
Islam to assist in solving the social and personal problems of the Muslims in an Islamic context The
books are directed towards Muslims and non-Muslims alike. Subject areas include, but are not
limited to, Islamic figh and jurisprudence, Islamic history, Islamic social laws (including marriage,
divorce, contracts, and inheritance), Islamic finance, basic tenets and ageedah of the Islamic faith
and tawheed, and Arabic grammar as it relates to the Qur'an and Islamic texts. The books are
compilations of questions and responses about Islam, from both Muslims and Non-Muslims. The
responses are handled mainly by internationally re-nowned Islamic shaykhs and scholars, including
Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah, Ibn Katheer, al-Albaani, Shaykh Ibn Baaz, Ibn al -Jawzi, Ibn
al-Qayyim, Al-'Izz ibn 'Abd al-Salaam, al-Nawawi, Shaykh 'Abd al-Kareem, al Khudayr, Al-Dhahabi, al


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-175/masonic-questions-and-answers.pdf

-Qurtubi, Al-Sindi, al- Shawkaani and al-Bastawi using only authentic, scholarly sources based on the
Qur'an and sunnah. References are provided where appropriate in the responses. The book provides
the reader with cross references of other pertinent responses not necessarily in the same volume,
but also in othervolumes of the series. However, each volume is complete in itself. The book records
accurately the answers the contributing Sheikhs and scholars gave to the questions put to them.

masonic questions and answers: Masonic Questions and Answers Freemasons.
Pennsylvania. Grand Lodge Committee on Masonic Culture, 1972

masonic questions and answers: QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FROM THE BIBLE Robert
Gobelet, 2016-05-03 Do you have a question about God, Jesus, the Bible, or theology? Do you need
help understanding a Bible verse or passage? Are there any spiritual issues in your life for which you
need advice or counsel? Then this book is designed for YOU! With 100s of Questions and Answers,
Robert Gobelet details simple and yet deeply profound explanations of the Bible that can help
transform your life and lead you to a deeper relationship with Christ. God Bless you on your Spiritual
Journey.

masonic questions and answers: Straight Answers to Life Questions Copeland Smith, 1928

masonic questions and answers: Metaphysical Answers to Metaphysical Questions
(Book -1) Mustafa Karnas, 2021-02-12 PRESENTATION This book covers the answers to the
questions that arise during the training-lessons on Becoming Metaphysics. Metaphysics-Noetics-
Religions- History of Religions- Esoteric- Behavioral Sciences- Our Behaviors- Development Secrets-
Esoteric- Occult- Enoch Wisdom and many other questions asked by those who attended the training
were answered by Mustafa KARNAS and this question was named as being Metaphysical with
answers. educational information is included in this book. In the following five subjects; Being
metaphysical; 1- Managing your own life 2- Managing the flow of events 3- leading the flow of
destiny 4- Managing the future 5- Managing information Mustafa KARNAS BEING METAPHYSICAL
Our topic is to manage the flow of destiny, how will we manage our destiny? How easy it is, but hard
when you don't know. Let's examine the question of what is to know, knowing is like opening
Matryoshka dolls, you go to the deepest, knowing at every trench becomes a function. What else is
to know? Knowing is holding, holding is determining a space between references, that is, knowing is
measuring. The only reason we know is because we can measure, what we measure is what we
perceive. What we perceive means something other than references created by what we know, what
we know is what we learned by measuring, knowing also means understanding by changing the
measures. With each change of measure or reference, the shape of the information also changes, so
the knowing function continues by updating the previously known. With these constantly changing
references, even if the information is the same, with the measurements forming a different judgment
on everyone, the projection of everyone will be different. Knowing can only happen with the
approval of others, so we know what we know only in others, we cannot know anything in ourselves.
The most important of the references that tell us what we know are their projections, reflections. For
example, if we hear ringing bells in a rural area, even if we do not see it, he tells us that there is a
sheep-goat cow herd in a place we cannot see but can hear in the future, with a shepherd and
shepherd dogs. Just a bell and a bell show that we know all these things, and if we turn it on, we will
move away from the sound if we are afraid of the shepherd dog attack, but if we need help, we
approach the sound, and so on. We know because everything we know exists on a scale, if it did not
exist on a measure, nothing we know would be because we will never see what we see again, so
every we see will be what we do not know and we would never know. Although never knowing is a
true reality, the only reason we know is that human perception, violated by the law of uncertainty,
has created constants for itself within the existing laws of existence. That is, we are bodies and souls
trapped in a continuous repetition of the like in a cyclical hermetic matrix. Therefore, the flow,
which is in fact uncertainty, becomes a reality in a narrow space within us, and the measurements
we make in that area are always stable, so we know, or we would never have known. The way we
know something is influenced by the way the brain processes it, the brain processes information,
compares the two when a new flow of information arrives, and orders the motor cortex accordingly.



So the only reason we know is because the measurements are stored in snaps, stability and stability
is that the brain arranges a mess in its own way. For example, you go to visit someone, there is a dog
at the door, the man says don't be afraid, they won't bite. You don't have this information, you have
it. Again, you go to a yacht for a guest, screams coming from the upper floor at 12 at night, you
worry, you say, Don't be afraid, there is nothing, the man is watching a movie, these are the
information that everybody gets by measuring the motor cortex and snaps. What else is measuring,
does anyone have an idea? Another concept means to measure. Measure means destiny. We have
created you on a scale, that is, we have created you on a fate, our subject is destiny. So as long as
you stay within the measured, your destiny is determined. If the measurements change, the fate also
changes because the main thing is the law, that is, the law of measure appears as projective realities
in the form of an array of possibilities in every measurement, but when there is an action to change
the measurement, a new measurement is made subject to another law of creation. Therefore, the
only fate determined is laws, that is, the rules of the laws of measurement never change, but the fate
of the person changes with different laws and measurements. Whose destiny is the fate mentioned?
And let's come to the subject of death, whose term is the term, with whom is the agreement made?

masonic questions and answers: The Rosicrucian Philosophy in Questions and Answers
Max Heindel, 1947

masonic questions and answers: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Freemasonry S. Brent Morris,
2006 In The Complete Idiot's Guide to Freemasonry, an expert author reveals the truths and dispels
the myths that have surrounded the Freemasons for hundreds of years- Were the first masons
14th-century stone masons and cathedral builders, or can Freemasonry really be traced back as far
as Egypt, Babylon, and Palestine? The Masonic insistence on the belief in a Supreme Being The
Masons and the Knights Templar True or false- the Masons coordinated the Boston Tea Party and
the American Revolution. How are Masons initiated, and exactly what goes on in a Masonic lodge?
What s the difference between the York Rite and the Scottish Rite, and are there women and African
American Freemasons? The Masons in the streets of Washington, DC- a tour

masonic questions and answers: Freemasonry Jack Harris, 2015-10-01 Millions Deceived in a
Secret Cult A former “Worshipful Master” of a Masonic lodge, Jack Harris authoritatively speaks
about one of the most deceptive cults in the United States today. This secret organization has
entangled ministers, elders, deacons, trustees, Sunday school teachers, and people all over the
world in a web of lies and satanic rituals--all of which are veiled with the language of the Bible!
Revealed in this book are... The origins and history of Freemasonry Its basic doctrines and goals The
secret of passwords and oaths The “supreme Masonic word” The satanic symbolism and rituals
Freemasonry is a false religion. It teaches that men can approach God, not through the finished
work of Jesus Christ, but through their own abilities. Discover how you can share the light of Christ
with those living in the darkness of Freemasonry, and how they can be set free from its deception.

masonic questions and answers: Traveling East Ronald E. Young 33°, 2005-03 Freemasonry
has been around for a long time, and it has not yet been clearly explained until now. Traveling East
brings Blue Lodge Masonry into the 21st Century. No longer will Young Masons not know what is
expected of them, no longer will a young Mason not know how to bury a brother Mason. Through the
years all the knowledge of Masonry was kept by the elders, they only told you what they wanted you
to know, this kept you coming back for more, as Masons would say this kept you craving for more
light. Traveling East explains it all, with very easy to learn terms, but no pictures, that is where the
elders will come in. Traveling East has something for all Masons to learn, remember when you were
told that you will never know it all well...Traveling East will get you real close to the real truth about
that which was lost, and never found, or was there ever anything lost? Traveling East takes you back
to where it all started.

masonic questions and answers: Theosophical Lectures and Answers to Theosophical
Questions Annie Besant, 1907

masonic questions and answers: Western Esotericism and Rituals of Initiation Henrik
Bogdan, 2012-02-01 For more than three hundred years the practice of Masonic rituals of initiation




has been part of Western culture, spreading far beyond the boundaries of traditional Freemasonry.
Henrik Bogdan explores the historical development of these rituals and their relationship with
Western esotericism. Beginning with the Craft degrees of Freemasonry—the blueprints, as it were,
of all later Masonic rituals of initiation—Bogdan examines the development of the Masonic High
Degrees, the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn—the most influential of all nineteenth-century
occultist initiatory societies—and Gerald Gardner's Witchcraft movement of the 1950s, one of the
first large-scale Western esoteric New Religions Movements.

masonic questions and answers: Freemasonry Mark Stavish, 2007 An exploration of
Freemasonry and its history, philosophy, symbols and practices.

masonic questions and answers: Masonic Voice and Review , 1925

masonic questions and answers: Masonic Quiz Book William O. Peterson, 2006-01-10 This is
the most comprehensive and educational learning tool for the Freemasonic craft that one could ever
encounter. Covers every imaginable question that one could ask about Freemasonry and provides
answers and information that would be difficult to find elsewhere.

masonic questions and answers: Detroit Masonic News , 1920

masonic questions and answers: Thian Ti Hwui Gustaaf Schlegel, 1866

masonic questions and answers: Verhandelingen van het Koninklijk Bataviaasch Genootschap
van Kunsten en Wetenschappen Bataviaasch Genootschap van Kunsten en Wetenschappen, 1866

masonic questions and answers: Thian Ti Hwui the Hung-League, or
Heaven-Earth-League. A secret society with the Chinese in China and India ... With an
introduction and numerous cuts and illustrations Gustave SCHLEGEL, 1866

masonic questions and answers: Thian Ti Hwui Gustave Schlegel, 1866
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