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love and sex with robots david levy is a phrase that captures the imagination and
sparks lively debates about the intersection of technology, intimacy, and human emotions.
David Levy, a prominent figure in this intriguing field, has dedicated years to studying and
forecasting how robots might transform our experiences of love and sexuality. His insights
challenge conventional views and invite us to reconsider what relationships might look like
in a future where robots become more than mere machines—they become companions,
lovers, and emotional partners.

Who is David Levy and Why His Ideas Matter

David Levy is a British author, AI expert, and futurist best known for his groundbreaking
book *Love and Sex with Robots*, published in 2007. In it, Levy explores the possibilities
of romantic and sexual relationships between humans and robots, predicting that by the
mid-21st century, robots will be capable of forming meaningful bonds with people. His
work is rooted not just in science fiction but in emerging technologies such as artificial
intelligence, robotics, and human-computer interaction.

Levy’s research is fascinating because it blends technical knowledge with psychological
and social considerations. He argues that as robots become more sophisticated—able to
understand emotions, communicate naturally, and respond to human needs—they will
fulfill desires traditionally met by other humans, potentially reducing loneliness and
enhancing well-being.

The Concept of Love and Sex with Robots David
Levy Advocates

At the heart of Levy’s thesis is the idea that love and sex with robots will not just be about
physical gratification. Instead, these relationships could involve genuine emotional
connection. He envisions robots equipped with AI that can learn from interactions, develop
“personalities,” and adapt to their partners’ preferences and moods.

Emotional Intimacy Beyond Flesh and Blood

One of Levy’s most provocative ideas is that emotional intimacy might transcend biological
boundaries. While many people assume that love requires two human hearts, Levy
suggests that robots could simulate empathy and affection convincingly enough to satisfy
emotional needs. This challenges traditional beliefs about romance but opens up new
possibilities for companionship, especially for individuals who struggle with human



relationships.

The Role of Sexual Robots in Society

Sex robots, or “sexbots,” are a significant focus in Levy’s work. These robots are designed
not only for sexual pleasure but also for companionship and social interaction. Levy
predicts that sex robots will evolve from simple mechanical dolls to advanced entities
capable of meaningful dialogue and emotional support.

This progression could have profound social implications:

- **Reducing stigma around sexual expression** as people explore desires in a safe,
judgment-free environment.
- **Addressing loneliness and social isolation**, particularly among elderly or disabled
individuals.
- **Shifting cultural norms** about monogamy, fidelity, and intimacy.

Technological Advances Supporting Levy’s Vision

The development of love and sex robots is no longer purely theoretical. Advances in
robotics, AI, and sensor technologies are bringing Levy’s predictions closer to reality.

Artificial Intelligence and Emotional Recognition

Modern AI systems can recognize facial expressions, vocal tones, and body language,
allowing robots to respond appropriately to human emotions. This capability is crucial for
fostering the kind of emotional rapport Levy describes.

Robotics and Sensory Feedback

Robots today can mimic human touch and movement with increasing realism. Haptic
feedback technology enables robots to simulate warmth, pressure, and texture, enhancing
physical interactions and making them more satisfying.

Natural Language Processing for Meaningful
Conversations

Conversational AI has improved dramatically, allowing robots to engage in fluid, context-
aware dialogue. This makes interactions feel less mechanical and more like genuine
companionship.



Ethical and Social Considerations Raised by Love
and Sex with Robots David Levy Discusses

While the technological potential is exciting, Levy doesn’t shy away from addressing the
ethical dilemmas that come with human-robot relationships.

Consent and Autonomy

One critical question is whether robots, as artificial beings, can truly consent to
relationships, and what that means for human users. Levy highlights the importance of
designing robots that respect boundaries and promote healthy interactions.

Impact on Human Relationships

There is concern that widespread use of love and sex robots might affect human intimacy
and social skills. Levy argues for a balanced view, suggesting that robots could
complement rather than replace human relationships.

Privacy and Security

As robots become more integrated into personal lives, protecting user data and preventing
misuse becomes essential. Levy emphasizes responsible design and regulation to
safeguard users.

Practical Applications and Current Examples

Today, several companies and research labs are creating prototypes and products that
reflect Levy’s ideas.

Companion Robots for Elderly Care

Robots like Paro, the therapeutic seal robot, are already being used to provide comfort
and companionship to older adults. More advanced versions could offer emotional support
and even romantic companionship in the future.

Customizable Sex Robots

Products such as Harmony by Realbotix allow users to customize robot appearance and



personalities, aligning with Levy’s vision of personalized robotic partners.

AI Chatbots with a Romantic Edge

Chatbots like Replika are designed to simulate friendship and romantic interaction, giving
people a taste of emotional connection with AI entities.

Tips for Navigating the Emerging World of
Human-Robot Relationships

If you’re curious about the evolving landscape of love and sex with robots, here are some
helpful pointers:

1. **Stay Informed About Technology**: Understanding the capabilities and limitations of
current robots can help set realistic expectations.
2. **Reflect on Your Needs**: Consider what you seek in companionship—physical
intimacy, emotional support, or both—and how robots might meet those needs.
3. **Prioritize Ethical Use**: Engage with robots responsibly, respecting privacy and
consent guidelines.
4. **Keep Human Connections Strong**: Use robotic relationships as a complement, not a
substitute, for human interactions.
5. **Be Open-Minded but Critical**: Embrace the possibilities while questioning social and
psychological impacts.

The Future Outlook: How David Levy’s Predictions
Are Shaping Tomorrow

David Levy’s work has inspired a new generation of thinkers, engineers, and ethicists to
explore the potential of love and sex robots. As AI and robotics continue to advance, the
lines between human and machine relationships will blur, prompting society to rethink
love, intimacy, and companionship in profound ways.

While some may view relationships with robots as futuristic fantasy, Levy’s research
shows they are becoming an imminent reality—one that could redefine what it means to
connect, love, and experience pleasure in the 21st century.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is David Levy in the context of love and sex with



robots?
David Levy is an author, AI researcher, and expert known for his work on human-robot
relationships, particularly exploring the themes of love and sex with robots.

What is the main thesis of David Levy's book 'Love and
Sex with Robots'?
In 'Love and Sex with Robots,' David Levy argues that by the mid-21st century, people will
routinely form romantic and sexual relationships with robots, and these relationships will
be emotionally fulfilling.

When did David Levy predict people would start having
meaningful relationships with robots?
David Levy predicted that by around the year 2050, human-robot romantic and sexual
relationships would become widespread and socially accepted.

How does David Levy address ethical concerns about sex
with robots?
David Levy discusses ethical concerns by suggesting that robots could offer safe outlets
for sexual expression and companionship, and he emphasizes the importance of
responsible design and use to minimize potential harm.

What technological advancements does David Levy
believe are necessary for love and sex with robots?
David Levy believes advancements in AI, robotics, natural language processing, and tactile
technologies are crucial to creating robots capable of emotional connection and realistic
sexual interactions.

Does David Levy believe robots can truly feel emotions
in love and sex relationships?
David Levy suggests that while robots may not feel emotions as humans do, they can
simulate emotional responses convincingly enough to foster meaningful human
relationships.

What societal impacts does David Levy foresee from love
and sex with robots?
David Levy foresees that love and sex with robots could reduce loneliness, change
traditional relationship dynamics, and challenge existing social norms about intimacy and
companionship.



How does David Levy respond to critics who say love
with robots is unnatural?
Levy responds by pointing out that throughout history, society has adapted to new forms
of relationships and technologies, and love with robots is a natural evolution of human
intimacy.

What role does AI play in David Levy's vision of love and
sex with robots?
AI plays a central role by enabling robots to understand, respond to, and engage with
human emotions and desires, making interactions more personalized and meaningful.

Has David Levy conducted any experiments or
demonstrations related to love and sex with robots?
David Levy has been involved in AI research and public discussions, including
participating in the Loebner Prize competition, which simulates human-robot
conversational interactions relevant to his work on emotional connections.

Additional Resources
Love and Sex with Robots David Levy: Exploring the Intersection of Technology, Emotion,
and Intimacy

love and sex with robots david levy is a phrase that encapsulates a provocative and
increasingly relevant discussion at the crossroads of artificial intelligence, robotics, and
human relationships. David Levy, a prominent figure in this discourse, has been
instrumental in shaping the conversation surrounding the potential for robots to fulfill
emotional and sexual roles traditionally occupied by humans. His work, particularly
through his book "Love and Sex with Robots," invites readers and experts alike to
reconsider the future of intimacy in an era marked by rapid technological advancement.

David Levy’s Vision on Human-Robot
Relationships

David Levy’s exploration of love and sex with robots goes beyond mere science fiction
speculation. His research and writings suggest a plausible future where robots possess
sophisticated artificial intelligence capable of forming genuine emotional bonds with
humans. Levy argues that as robots become more lifelike and socially aware, they will not
only serve as sexual partners but also as companions that satisfy deep emotional needs.

Central to Levy’s thesis is the idea that love is not exclusively a human domain. He
postulates that humans could develop romantic attachments to robots, just as they do with
other humans or even pets. This challenges traditional notions of intimacy and raises



questions about the nature of love itself. Levy’s predictions extend to the normalization of
robot partners in society within the next few decades, supported by advancements in AI,
robotics, and material science.

The Technological Foundations of Robotic
Companionship

To understand Levy’s perspective, it’s essential to consider the technological progress that
underpins his claims. Innovations in machine learning, natural language processing, and
robotics engineering enable the creation of robots that can mimic human behaviors,
respond empathetically, and engage in complex conversations. Sex robots equipped with
sensors and adaptive algorithms can personalize interactions, creating a semblance of
intimacy that feels authentic to users.

The integration of realistic tactile feedback and lifelike appearances, made possible
through advances in materials such as silicone and synthetic skin, enhances the sensory
experience. Levy highlights that these features are crucial for robots to transcend mere
tools and become entities capable of emotional connection. However, the technological
landscape is still evolving, with challenges like emotional authenticity and ethical
programming remaining key areas of development.

Social and Ethical Implications

The discussion around love and sex with robots David Levy emphasizes is not purely
technological but deeply social and ethical. The introduction of robots as intimate partners
raises profound questions about human relationships, consent, and societal norms. Critics
argue that reliance on robotic companionship could exacerbate social isolation or diminish
the value placed on human-to-human interaction.

Conversely, proponents, inspired by Levy’s vision, suggest that robots could provide
companionship for individuals who face barriers to traditional relationships, such as those
with disabilities, social anxiety, or loneliness. The potential therapeutic benefits of robot
partners, including emotional support and sexual fulfillment, present compelling
arguments for their acceptance.

Ethical Frameworks and Regulatory Challenges

The ethical landscape surrounding love and sex with robots requires careful navigation.
Issues such as robot rights, user consent, and the prevention of harmful behaviors
necessitate comprehensive frameworks. Levy’s work often points to the need for industry
standards and legal regulations that balance innovation with moral responsibility.

Key ethical considerations include:



Ensuring informed consent in human-robot interactions

Preventing the objectification of robots that could influence human attitudes toward
real partners

Addressing privacy concerns related to data collected during intimate interactions

Developing programming that discourages abusive behaviors toward robots

These factors highlight the complexity of integrating robots into intimate spheres,
underscoring Levy’s call for interdisciplinary collaboration among technologists, ethicists,
and policymakers.

Comparative Perspectives: Robots vs. Human
Partners

An analytical approach to love and sex with robots David Levy discusses involves
comparing robotic partners with human ones in terms of emotional satisfaction,
companionship, and sexual experience. While robots offer predictability, customization,
and non-judgmental interaction, they lack the spontaneity, mutual growth, and biological
reciprocity inherent in human relationships.

Studies in human-robot interaction indicate that some users report meaningful emotional
connections with robots, appreciating their consistency and responsiveness. However,
critics caution that such relationships may risk becoming one-sided, with users projecting
emotions onto machines incapable of true consciousness or empathy.

Pros of Robot Partners: Customizable traits, availability, no emotional baggage,
and potential therapeutic use.

Cons of Robot Partners: Lack of genuine consciousness, possible social stigma,
ethical dilemmas, and potential impact on human relationships.

This balanced view aligns with Levy’s nuanced approach, which neither idealizes nor
dismisses the concept but rather invites ongoing examination.

Future Trends and Technological Innovations

Looking ahead, the trajectory of love and sex with robots David Levy emphasizes is closely
tied to breakthroughs in AI empathy, machine learning, and human-computer interaction.
Emerging trends include:



Emotional AI: Enhanced algorithms capable of recognizing and responding to1.
human emotions in real-time.

Virtual and Augmented Reality: Integrating immersive technologies to deepen the2.
intimacy experience.

Personalized AI Partners: Robots that evolve based on individual user preferences3.
and interactions.

Social Integration: Robots participating in family and social settings beyond4.
intimate contexts.

These developments suggest a future where robots could play versatile roles in human
emotional lives, as predicted by Levy.

Public Perception and Cultural Impact

Public attitudes toward love and sex with robots vary widely, influenced by cultural,
religious, and personal beliefs. Surveys show a mix of curiosity, apprehension, and
acceptance, reflecting the complex emotions surrounding this topic. Media
representations, from science fiction films to academic debates, shape societal
expectations and fears.

David Levy’s work contributes to demystifying the subject by providing a scholarly
foundation that encourages rational discussion over sensationalism. His emphasis on the
potential benefits and realistic challenges helps frame the narrative in a way that
promotes open-mindedness and critical engagement.

In some cultures, robotic companionship is embraced as a practical solution to
demographic challenges like aging populations and declining birth rates. In others, it faces
resistance due to moral concerns or skepticism about technology replacing human
intimacy.

Ultimately, love and sex with robots David Levy explores represent a paradigm shift in
how humanity may understand and experience relationships in the 21st century and
beyond. This ongoing dialogue will likely continue evolving as technology advances and
society grapples with the profound implications of artificial intimacy.

Love And Sex With Robots David Levy

  love and sex with robots david levy: Love + Sex with Robots David Levy, 2009 4e de
couverture: From Pygmalion falling for his chiselled Galatea, to Dr Frankenstein marvelling at his
monster, to the man-meets-machine fiction of Philip K Dick and Michael Crichton, humans have been
enthralled by the possibilities of emotional relationships with their technological creations.

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-175/love-and-sex-with-robots-david-levy.pdf


Synthesizing cutting-edge research in robotics with the cultural history and psychology of artificial
intelligence, Love and Sex with Robots explores this fascination - and its far-reaching implications.
Using examples drawn from around the world, David Levy argues that, once we have conditioned
ourselves to feel affection for animate creations, the next logical step is physical intimacy ...
  love and sex with robots david levy: Love and Sex with Robots David Levy, 2008-11-04 Love,
marriage, and sex with robots? Not in a million years? Maybe a whole lot sooner! A leading expert in
artificial intelligence, David Levy argues that the entities we once deemed cold and mechanical will
soon become the objects of real companionship and human desire. He shows how automata have
evolved and how human interactions with technology have changed over the years. Levy explores
many aspects of human relationships—the reasons we fall in love, why we form emotional
attachments to animals and virtual pets, and why these same attachments could extend to love for
robots. Levy also examines how society's ideas about what constitutes normal sex have
changed—and will continue to change—as sexual technology becomes increasingly sophisticated.
Shocking, eye-opening, provocative, and utterly convincing, Love and Sex with Robots is compelling
reading for anyone with an open mind.
  love and sex with robots david levy: Robot Sex John Danaher, Neil McArthur, 2018-09-11
Perspectives from philosophy, psychology religious studies, economics, and law on the possible
future of robot-human sexual relationships. Sexbots are coming. Given the pace of technological
advances, it is inevitable that realistic robots specifically designed for people's sexual gratification
will be developed in the not-too-distant future. Despite popular culture's fascination with the topic,
and the emergence of the much-publicized Campaign Against Sex Robots, there has been little
academic research on the social, philosophical, moral, and legal implications of robot sex. This book
fills the gap, offering perspectives from philosophy, psychology, religious studies, economics, and
law on the possible future of robot-human sexual relationships. Contributors discuss what a sex
robot is, if they exist, why we should take the issue seriously, and what it means to “have sex” with a
robot. They make the case for developing sex robots, arguing for their beneficial nature, and the
case against it, on religious and moral grounds; they consider the subject from the robot's
perspective, addressing such issues as consent and agency; and they ask whether it is possible for a
human to form a mutually satisfying, loving relationship with a robot. Finally, they speculate about
the future of human-robot sexual interaction, considering the social acceptability of sex robots and
the possible effect on society. Contributors Marina Adshade, Thomas Arnold, Julie Carpenter, John
Danaher, Brian Earp, Lily Eva Frank, Joshua Goldstein, Michael Hauskeller, Noreen Herzfeld, Neil
McArthur, Mark Migotti, Sven Nyholm, Ezio di Nucci, Steve Petersen, Anders Sandberg, Matthias
Scheutz, Litska Strikwerda, Nicole Wyatt
  love and sex with robots david levy: Robot Ethics 2.0 Patrick Lin, Keith Abney, Ryan
Jenkins, 2017-09-01 As robots slip into more domains of human life-from the operating room to the
bedroom-they take on our morally important tasks and decisions, as well as create new risks from
psychological to physical. This book answers the urgent call to study their ethical, legal, and policy
impacts.
  love and sex with robots david levy: The Regulation of Sex Robots Carlotta Rigotti,
2025-06-13 This book proposes a framework for regulating sex robots – human-like machines
designed to engage emotionally and sexually with users through customisable, often AI-powered
features. Although they occupy a niche in the adult entertainment and technology industries, sex
robots raise complex issues that extend beyond current debates. To date, sex robots are frequently
portrayed either as tools for societal liberalisation and remedies for sexual inequalities or as
mediums for sexual commodification and personal degradation. These conflicting perspectives echo
longstanding feminist debates, which often lead to polarisation and normative deadlock, overlooking
the lived experiences of individuals beyond binary and heteronormative frameworks. The evolving
legal landscape further complicates these issues. Regulatory bodies, such as the European Union,
struggle to keep pace with emerging technologies and human-machine interactions. Their tendency
to evaluate innovations as products with hypothetical risks – through a detached, top-down approach



– fails to address the intersectional dynamics of privilege and oppression. This book enriches the
conversation by moving beyond binary narratives of emancipation and oppression. It challenges the
socio-legal construction of gender and sexuality, critiques regulatory inertia and morality policing,
and advocates for nuanced, context-aware regulation of sex robots. It will appeal to researchers in
socio-legal studies, law and technology, gender and law, as well as those in sociology and gender
studies, offering critical insights into the regulation of gendered and sexualised technologies and
their broader societal implications.
  love and sex with robots david levy: The De Gruyter Handbook of Robots in Society and
Culture Leopoldina Fortunati, Autumn Edwards, 2024-09-23 The De Gruyter Handbook of Robots in
Society and Culture provides a comprehensive discussion of how social robots take form, function,
and meaning for individuals, relationships, cultures, and societies. Through a path-breaking
integration of perspectives coming from sociology, communication and media, psychology, cognitive
neuroscience, anthropology, political science, and science and technology studies, it focuses on the
critical and social meaning of present developments in social robotic technologies. This book looks at
artificial agents – from voice-based assistants to humanoid robots— as their use transforms private
and public contexts and gives rise to both new possibilities and new perils for human being and
becoming, organizations as well as social structures and institutions. The handbook traces the
consequences and key problems of social robotics across broad social contexts in both public and
political as well as domestic and intimate spaces. Further, it attends carefully to the implications of
social robotics for various human identity groups, including those based on gender, ethnicity,
culture, class, ability, and age. Deep attention to interdisciplinarity, inclusivity, ethics, and
socio-cultural futures serves as the guiding inspiration behind each contribution within this
handbook.
  love and sex with robots david levy: Sex Robots Maurizio Balistreri, 2022-09-19 The scientific
and technological innovations that will take place over the next decade will transform our society in
profound ways. Sex robots, or robots made for sex, are already becoming a reality as a substitute for
human beings in bed: although current prototypes are relatively simple and crude, future
technological capabilities will render sex robots capable of interacting with humans in more
human-like ways. They will be able to recognize their partner, understand their state of mind, and
learn their tastes and preferences. Professor Maurizio Balistreri introduces us to the fascinating
world of sex of the future by addressing all the ethical issues that the large-scale commercialization
of sex robots will raise without taboos and judgements. What will become of love if all our sexual
relationships are conducted with machines? What will happen to the world of paid sex and
pornography? Will sex robots increase or decrease sexual violence? In addition to confronting the
international debate on the moral acceptability of sex robots, this book examines the most recent
studies on violent video games and pornography, questioning the widespread belief that playing
violent games or witnessing violent representations corrupts people and makes them violent. Not
only could sex robots be an essential tool for expressing and exploring our most forbidden sexual
fantasies, but they could also be used to treat sex offenders and paedophiles. Sex Robots is a book
that questions our prejudices towards sex robots with clarity and simplicity, helping us reason and
reflect on a future that is already present, in the awareness that robots will change the world and
our lives.
  love and sex with robots david levy: Sex in Tourism Neil Carr, Liza Berdychevsky, 2021-11-04
This book encompasses the diversity and complexity of sex in tourism, incorporating the light, dark
and shades of grey in between. It brings together work and ideas from a diverse array of researchers
from around the world and examines the affects and effects of diverse sexual encounters in tourism,
romance tourism, sex tourism and sexual exploitation in tourism – including the sexual exploitation
of children in travel and tourism, and sexual harassment. Sex in tourism has arguably been an
understudied area of research relative to the central roles that sex plays within tourism experiences.
This volume explores the complexity and nuanced nature of sex in tourism in more detail. It will be
of interest to students and researchers of tourism impacts, tourist behaviour, hospitality



management, destination management and development.
  love and sex with robots david levy: Anxiety in the Era of Uncertainty Ali Chavoshian, Jung
Eun Sophia Park, 2025-03-20 The burgeoning field of Lacan studies critiques that most discourses
have been formed in dominant cultures, considering the impacts of Western imperialism on the
structure of non-Western or postcolonial human subjects. This groundbreaking work invites readers
to read Jacques Lacan’s Seminars in an interdisciplinary way with scholars from diverse
backgrounds. Readers will see a new picture of anamorphosis emerge with possible transformation
while facing the uncanny feeling of anxiety through the global peoples’ perspectives.
  love and sex with robots david levy: AI Love You Yuefang Zhou, Martin H. Fischer,
2019-07-17 Using an interdisciplinary approach, this book explores the emerging topics and rapid
technological developments of robotics and artificial intelligence through the lens of the evolving
role of sex robots, and how they should best be designed to serve human needs. An international
panel of authors provides the most up-to-date, evidence-based empirical research on the potential
sexual applications of artificial intelligence. Early chapters discuss the objections to sexual activity
with robots while also providing a counterargument to each objection. Subsequent chapters present
the implications of robot sex as well as the security and data privacy issues associated with sexual
interactions with artificial intelligence. The book concludes with a chapter highlighting the
importance of a scientific, multidisciplinary approach to the study of human - robot sexuality. Topics
featured in this book include: The Sexual InteractionIllusion Model. The personal companion system,
Harmony, designed by RealbotixTM. An exposition of the challenges of personal data control and
protection when dealing with artificial intelligence. The current and future technological possibilities
of projecting three-dimensional holograms. Expert discussion notes from an international workshop
on the topic. AI Love You will be of interest to academic researchers in psychology, robotics, ethics,
medical science, sociology, gender studies as well as clinicians, policy makers, and the business
sector.
  love and sex with robots david levy: Artificial Intelligence: Robot Law, Policy and Ethics
Nathalie Rébé, 2021-08-09 In Artificial Intelligence: Robot Law, Policy and Ethics, Dr. Nathalie Rébé
discusses the legal and contemporary issues in relation to creating conscious robots. She argues that
AI’s physical and decision-making capacities to act on its own means having to grant it a juridical
personality. The advancement in new technologies forces us to reconsider the role Artificial
Intelligence (AI) will have in our society. Sectors such as education, transportation, jobs, sex,
business, the military, medical and security will be particularly affected by the development of AI.
This work provides an analysis of cases and existing regulatory tools, which could be used by
lawyers in future trials. Dr. Rébé also offers a new comprehensive framework to regulate Strong AI
so that ‘it’ can safely live among humans. This book is a response to two questions: first, should we
ban or prohibit AI; and, secondly, if not, what should be the salient features of a legal or regulatory
framework for AI?
  love and sex with robots david levy: Emotion in Games Kostas Karpouzis, Georgios N.
Yannakakis, 2016-11-02 The core message of this book is: computer games best realise affective
interaction. This book brings together contributions from specialists in affective computing, game
studies, game artificial intelligence, user experience research, sensor technology, multi-modal
interfaces and psychology that will advance the state-of-the-art in player experience research; affect
modelling, induction, and sensing; affect-driven game adaptation and game-based learning and
assessment. In 3 parts the books covers Theory, Emotion Modelling and Affect-Driven Adaptation,
and Applications. This book will be of interest to researchers and scholars in the fields of game
research, affective computing, human computer interaction, and artificial intelligence.
  love and sex with robots david levy: Feminist Philosophy of Technology Janina Loh, Mark
Coeckelbergh, 2019-12-31 There has been little attention to feminism and gender issues in
mainstream philosophy of technology and vice versa. Since the beginning of the so-called »second
wave feminism« (in the middle of the 20th century), there has been a growing awareness of the
urgency of a critical reflection of technology and science within feminist discourse. But feminist



thinkers have not consistently interpreted technology and science as emancipative and liberating for
the feminist movement. Because technological development is mostly embedded in social, political,
and economic systems that are patriarchally hierarchized, many feminists criticized the structures of
dominance, marginalization and oppression inherent in numerous technologies. Therefore, the
question of defining and ascribing responsibility in technics and science is essential for this
anthology – regarding for instance the technological transformation of labor, the life in the
information society, and the relationship between humans and machines.
  love and sex with robots david levy: Sex Dolls at Sea Bo Ruberg, 2022-06-14 Investigating
and reimagining the origin story of the sex doll through the tale of the sailor’s dames de voyage. The
sex doll and its high-tech counterpart the sex robot have gone mainstream, as both the object of
consumer desire and the subject of academic study. But sex dolls, and sexual technology in general,
are nothing new. Sex dolls have been around for centuries. In Sex Dolls at Sea, Bo Ruberg explores
the origin story of the sex doll, investigating its cultural implications and considering who has been
marginalized and who has been privileged in the narrative. Ruberg examines the generally accepted
story that the first sex dolls were dames de voyage, rudimentary figures made of cloth and leather
scraps by European sailors on long, lonely ocean voyages in centuries past. In search of supporting
evidence for the lonesome sailor sex doll theory, Ruberg uncovers the real history of the sex doll.
The earliest commercial sex dolls were not the dames de voyage but the femmes en caoutchouc:
“women” made of inflatable vulcanized rubber, beginning in the late nineteenth century.
Interrogating the sailor sex doll origin story, Ruberg finds beneath the surface a web of issues
relating to gender, sexuality, race, and colonialism. What has been lost in the history of the sex doll
and other sex tech, Ruberg tells us, are the stories of the sex workers, women, queer people, and
people of color whose lives have been bound up with these technologies.
  love and sex with robots david levy: The Culture of AI Anthony Elliott, 2019-01-15 In this
ground-breaking book, Cambridge-trained sociologist Anthony Elliott argues that much of what
passes for conventional wisdom about artificial intelligence is either ill-considered or plain wrong.
The reason? The AI revolution is not so much about cyborgs and super-robots in the future, but
rather massive changes in the here-and-now of everyday life. In The Culture of AI, Elliott explores
how intelligent machines, advanced robotics, accelerating automation, big data and the Internet of
Everything impact upon day-to-day life and contemporary societies. With remarkable clarity and
insight, Elliott’s examination of the reordering of everyday life highlights the centrality of AI to
everything we do – from receiving Amazon recommendations to requesting Uber, and from getting
information from virtual personal assistants to talking with chatbots. The rise of intelligent machines
transforms the global economy and threatens jobs, but equally there are other major challenges to
contemporary societies – although these challenges are unfolding in complex and uneven ways
across the globe. The Culture of AI explores technological innovations from industrial robots to
softbots, and from self-driving cars to military drones – and along the way provides detailed
treatments of: The history of AI and the advent of the digital universe; automated technology, jobs
and employment; the self and private life in times of accelerating machine intelligence; AI and new
forms of social interaction; automated vehicles and new warfare; and, the future of AI. Written by
one of the world’s foremost social theorists, The Culture of AI is a major contribution to the field and
a provocative reflection on one of the most urgent issues of our time. It will be essential reading to
those working in a wide variety of disciplines including sociology, science and technology studies,
politics, and cultural studies.
  love and sex with robots david levy: The Sex Doll Anthony Ferguson, 2014-01-10 This
scholarly study of the centuries-long history of fornicatory dolls examines the enduring obsession
with creating an idealized, silent female sexual object and the manifestations of this desire through
the ages in mythology, literature, art, philosophy and science. This particular sexual impulse has
been expressed in a great variety of forms such as statues, mannequins, sex dolls, and gynoids
(robots). In particular this study focuses on the evolution of the sex doll through its original
incarnation as a sack cloth effigy, through the marketing of inflatable dolls, to the current elaborate



cyber-technology figures, in an attempt to discover the hidden drives and desires which fuel this
ongoing fantasy of creating a perfect, powerless, silent partner.
  love and sex with robots david levy: Reclaiming Conversation Sherry Turkle, 2016-10-04
“[Turkle] presents a powerful case that a new communication revolution is degrading the quality of
human relationships.” —The New York Review of Books “Turkle’s witty, well-written book offers
much to ponder. . . . Talk is cheap, but conversation is priceless.” —Boston Globe “This is a
persuasive and intimate book.” —Washington Post Renowned media scholar Sherry Turkle
investigates how a flight from conversation undermines our relationships, creativity, and
productivity—and why reclaiming face-to-face conversation can help us regain lost ground. We live
in a technological universe in which we are always communicating. And yet we have sacrificed
conversation for mere connection. Preeminent author and researcher Sherry Turkle has been
studying digital culture for over thirty years. Long an enthusiast for its possibilities, here she
investigates a troubling consequence: at work, at home, in politics, and in love, we find ways around
conversation, tempted by the possibilities of a text or an email in which we don’t have to look, listen,
or reveal ourselves. We develop a taste for what mere connection offers. The dinner table falls silent
as children compete with phones for their parents’ attention. Friends learn strategies to keep
conversations going when only a few people are looking up from their phones. At work, we retreat to
our screens although it is conversation at the water cooler that increases not only productivity but
commitment to work. Online, we only want to share opinions that our followers will agree with – a
politics that shies away from the real conflicts and solutions of the public square. The case for
conversation begins with the necessary conversations of solitude and self-reflection. They are
endangered: these days, always connected, we see loneliness as a problem that technology should
solve. Afraid of being alone, we rely on other people to give us a sense of ourselves, and our capacity
for empathy and relationship suffers. We see the costs of the flight from conversation everywhere:
conversation is the cornerstone for democracy and in business it is good for the bottom line. In the
private sphere, it builds empathy, friendship, love, learning, and productivity. But there is good
news: we are resilient. Conversation cures. Based on five years of research and interviews in homes,
schools, and the workplace, Turkle argues that we have come to a better understanding of where
our technology can and cannot take us and that the time is right to reclaim conversation. The most
human—and humanizing—thing that we do. The virtues of person-to-person conversation are
timeless, and our most basic technology, talk, responds to our modern challenges. We have
everything we need to start, we have each other. Turkle's latest book, The Empathy Diaries is
available now.
  love and sex with robots david levy: Emotion Dylan Evans, 2019-09-26 Was love invented by
European poets in the Middle Ages or is it part of human nature? Will winning the lottery really
make you happy? Is it possible to build robots that have feelings? In this Very Sort Introduction
Dylan Evans explores these and many other intriguing questions in this guide to the latest thinking
about the emotions. Drawing on a wide range of scientific research, from anthropology and
psychology to neuroscience and artificial intelligence, Evans takes the reader on a fascinating
journey into the human heart, discussing the evolution of emotions and their biological basis, the
science of happiness, and the role that emotions play in memory and decision making. Greeted by
critics as a pop science classic when it was first published in 2001, the book has now been
thoroughly revised and updated to incorporate new developments in our understanding of emotions,
including new sections addressing the neural basis of empathy and the emotional impact of films.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas,
and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  love and sex with robots david levy: Minding the Future Barry Dainton, Will Slocombe,
Attila Tanyi, 2021-08-31 Bringing together literary scholars, computer scientists, ethicists,
philosophers of mind, and scholars from affiliated disciplines, this collection of essays offers



important and timely insights into the pasts, presents, and, above all, possible futures of Artificial
Intelligence. This book covers topics such as ethics and morality, identity and selfhood, and broader
issues about AI, addressing questions about the individual, social, and existential impacts of such
technologies. Through the works of science fiction authors such as Isaac Asimov, Stanislaw Lem,
Ann Leckie, Iain M. Banks, and Martha Wells, alongside key visual productions such as Ex Machina,
Westworld, and Her, contributions illustrate how science fiction might inform potential futures as
well as acting as a springboard to bring disciplinary knowledge to bear on significant developments
of Artificial Intelligence. Addressing a broad, interdisciplinary audience, both expert and non-expert
readers gain an in-depth understanding of the wide range of pressing issues to which Artificial
Intelligence gives rise, and the ways in which science fiction narratives have been used to represent
them. Using science fiction in this manner enables readers to see how even fictional worlds and
imagined futures have very real impacts on how we understand these technologies. As such, readers
are introduced to theoretical positions on Artificial Intelligence through fictional works as well as
encouraged to reflect on the diverse aspects of Artificial Intelligence through its many philosophical,
social, legal, scientific, and cultural ramifications.
  love and sex with robots david levy: The Cultural Power of Personal Objects Jared
Kemling, 2021-12-01 The Cultural Power of Personal Objects seeks to understand the value and
efficacy of objects, places, and times that take on cultural power and reverence to such a degree
that they are treated (whether metaphorically or actually) as persons, or as objects with
personality—they are living objects. Featuring both historical and theoretical sections, the volume
details examples of this practice, including the wampum of certain Native American tribes, the
tsukumogami of Japan, the sacred keris knives of Java, the personality of seagoing ships, the ritual
objects of Hinduism and Ancient Egypt, and more. The theoretical contributions aim to provide
context for the existence and experience of personal objects, drawing from a variety of disciplines.
Offering a variety of new philosophical perspectives on the theme, while grounding the discussion in
a historical context, The Cultural Power of Personal Objects broadens and reinvigorates our
understanding of cultural meaning and experience.
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