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Jamaica Kincaid Autobiography of My Mother: A Deep Dive into Identity and Loss

jamaica kincaid autobiography of my mother is a profound novel that explores themes
of identity, motherhood, colonialism, and personal loss through a deeply intimate narrative
voice. This work by Antigua-born author Jamaica Kincaid stands as a poignant testament to
the complexities of selfhood and the enduring scars left by history and familial absence. If
you’'re curious about why this novel continues to captivate readers and scholars alike, this
article will guide you through its nuances, shedding light on its themes, style, and cultural
significance.

Understanding Jamaica Kincaid’s Autobiography
of My Mother

Jamaica Kincaid’s *Autobiography of My Mother* is not a traditional autobiography, despite
what its title might suggest. Instead, it is a novel that adopts the form of a personal
account, narrated by a woman named Xuela Claudette Richardson, who recounts her
experiences growing up in the Caribbean. The story is a fictional exploration of Kincaid's
own themes, rather than a straightforward life story.

The Narrative Voice and Structure

The novel’s narrator, Xuela, speaks in a voice that is at once lyrical and raw, conveying her
inner turmoil and reflections on her identity with a haunting clarity. The narrative unfolds in
a nonlinear fashion, weaving memories and present experiences together to build a rich,
emotional tapestry. This style allows readers to connect intimately with Xuela’s pain and
resilience, making the story feel deeply personal and universal at the same time.

Contextualizing the Novel in Postcolonial Literature

*Autobiography of My Mother* fits firmly within the canon of postcolonial literature. Jamaica
Kincaid uses Xuela’s story to critique the lingering effects of colonialism on Caribbean
identity and culture. Themes such as displacement, cultural erasure, and the search for
belonging are central to the narrative. The novel offers a powerful commentary on how
colonial history shapes personal identity, particularly for women in formerly colonized
societies.



Themes Explored in Jamaica Kincaid
Autobiography of My Mother

The novel is rich with complex themes that resonate beyond its Caribbean setting. These
themes are intricately woven into Xuela’s life story and provide fertile ground for analysis
and reflection.

Motherhood and Absence

One of the most striking aspects of *Autobiography of My Mother* is its exploration of
motherhood — or rather, the absence of it. Xuela’s mother dies during childbirth, leaving
her to grapple with the void left by this loss throughout her life. This absence shapes
Xuela’s relationships and her understanding of womanhood. Kincaid uses this motif to
examine how the lack of maternal connection can influence identity and emotional
development.

Identity and Self-Discovery

Xuela’s journey is fundamentally about the search for self. Struggling with feelings of
alienation and otherness, she confronts both her cultural heritage and personal history. The
novel delves into the complexities of forming an identity in a world marked by historical
trauma and cultural dislocation. Readers see how Xuela’'s self-awareness evolves amidst
challenges, making this a powerful meditation on the human condition.

Colonial Legacy and Cultural Erasure

The impact of colonialism is palpable throughout the novel. Kincaid addresses how colonial
powers imposed their values and disrupted indigenous cultures, leading to loss and
confusion. For Xuela, this means navigating a world shaped by foreign influences that often
deny her a sense of rootedness. This theme offers insight into the broader Caribbean
experience and the ongoing struggle to reclaim cultural identity.

Stylistic Elements and Literary Devices

Jamaica Kincaid’s writing style in *Autobiography of My Mother* is distinctive and
contributes significantly to the novel’s emotional impact.

Poetic Language and Imagery

Kincaid’s prose is often described as poetic, with rich imagery that evokes the natural



landscape of the Caribbean alongside the internal landscape of Xuela’s mind. The vivid
descriptions serve not merely as background but as extensions of the narrator’s emotions
and thoughts. This blending of external and internal worlds creates an immersive reading
experience.

Symbolism and Metaphor

Throughout the novel, Kincaid employs symbolism to deepen the narrative. For example,
the sea often represents both freedom and danger, mirroring Xuela’s conflicting desires for
escape and belonging. The recurring motifs of silence and absence underscore the
emotional voids in Xuela’s life. These literary devices help readers engage with the text on
multiple levels, inviting interpretation and reflection.

Why Jamaica Kincaid’s Autobiography of My
Mother Matters Today

In contemporary literary discussions, *Autobiography of My Mother* remains a vital work
because it challenges readers to confront uncomfortable truths about history, gender, and
identity.

A Voice for the Marginalized

The novel gives voice to a character who exists on the margins— a woman of color,
motherless, and shaped by colonial legacies. By centering Xuela’s perspective, Kincaid
highlights the often overlooked narratives of women in postcolonial contexts. This focus is
crucial for fostering empathy and understanding across cultural divides.

Relevance to Feminist and Postcolonial Studies

Academics and readers interested in feminist theory and postcolonial studies find
*Autobiography of My Mother* particularly compelling. It interrogates the intersections of
gender, race, and history, illustrating how personal identity is inseparable from political
contexts. The novel’s nuanced portrayal of female subjectivity makes it an essential text for
exploring the complexities of womanhood under colonial and patriarchal systems.

Inspiration for Writers and Readers Alike

Beyond its academic significance, Jamaica Kincaid’s novel inspires both writers and readers
through its honesty and lyrical beauty. It encourages introspection about family, heritage,
and the forces that shape who we become. For anyone interested in Caribbean literature or
the human experience more broadly, this book offers a powerful, unforgettable journey.



Tips for Engaging with Jamaica Kincaid’s
Autobiography of My Mother

If you're planning to read *Autobiography of My Mother* or study it more deeply, here are
some tips that can enhance your experience:

» Take your time with the prose. Kincaid’s language is dense and poetic, so savor
the imagery and rhythm rather than rushing through.

e Consider the historical context. Understanding Caribbean colonial history enriches
your appreciation of the novel’s themes.

* Reflect on the narrator’s emotional journey. Pay attention to how Xuela’s
feelings evolve and what this reveals about identity and loss.

* Explore secondary materials. Essays and critical analyses can provide additional
perspectives on the novel’s significance.

Jamaica Kincaid’s *Autobiography of My Mother* is more than just a novel; it’s a layered
exploration of what it means to be shaped by history, loss, and the search for self. Its
enduring power lies in its ability to connect deeply with readers, inviting them to reflect on
their own stories and the forces that define us all. Whether you are a student, a lover of
literature, or someone seeking insight into Caribbean culture, this work offers a compelling
and thoughtful experience that resonates long after the last page is turned.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Jamaica Kincaid's
'Autobiography of My Mother'?
The central theme of 'Autobiography of My Mother' is the exploration of identity, loss, and

the complexities of motherhood and womanhood within the context of colonialism and
cultural displacement.

How does Jamaica Kincaid portray the mother-daughter
relationship in 'Autobiography of My Mother'?

Kincaid portrays the mother-daughter relationship as fraught with absence and longing,
focusing on the protagonist's struggle with the loss of her mother and the impact of this
absence on her sense of self and identity.



In what ways does colonialism influence the narrative
of 'Autobiography of My Mother'?

Colonialism influences the narrative by shaping the protagonist's environment, identity, and
experiences, highlighting themes of cultural oppression, racial discrimination, and the
lingering effects of colonial power on personal and collective identity.

Who is the protagonist of 'Autobiography of My Mother’
and what is her background?

The protagonist is Xuela Claudette Richardson, a woman of mixed heritage living in the
Caribbean island of Dominica. She grapples with the loss of her mother, her complex
identity, and the societal constraints imposed by colonialism.

How does Jamaica Kincaid use language and style in
'Autobiography of My Mother'?

Kincaid employs poetic and evocative language, using a first-person narrative that is
introspective and lyrical, which deeply conveys the protagonist's emotional landscape and
the cultural atmosphere of the Caribbean.

What role does memory play in 'Autobiography of My
Mother'?

Memory plays a crucial role as the protagonist reflects on her past, the absence of her
mother, and her personal history, which shapes her identity and understanding of her place
in the world.

How is the theme of gender explored in 'Autobiography
of My Mother'?

The theme of gender is explored through the protagonist's experiences as a woman
navigating patriarchal and colonial societies, highlighting struggles with femininity,
autonomy, and societal expectations.

Why is 'Autobiography of My Mother' considered an
important work in Caribbean literature?

'‘Autobiography of My Mother' is considered important because it offers a profound and
nuanced perspective on Caribbean identity, colonial history, and the female experience,
contributing significantly to postcolonial and feminist literary discourse.

Additional Resources
Jamaica Kincaid's Autobiography of My Mother: A Profound Exploration of Identity and Loss



jamaica kincaid autobiography of my mother stands as a compelling and intricate
work that delves into themes of identity, displacement, motherhood, and the legacies of
colonialism. Published in 1996, this novel offers a poignant narrative from the perspective
of a woman navigating the complexities of her heritage and personal history in the
Caribbean. Jamaica Kincaid, herself a native of Antigua, uses her vivid prose to create an
intimate yet expansive portrait of a protagonist wrestling with the weight of her past and
the social forces shaping her existence.

This article provides an analytical review of Jamaica Kincaid's Autobiography of My Mother,
examining its major themes, narrative structure, and cultural significance. By weaving in an
exploration of Kincaid’s literary style and the novel’s reception, this piece aims to offer
readers a well-rounded understanding of why this work remains a cornerstone in Caribbean
literature and postcolonial discourse.

Understanding the Context and Narrative
Framework

Jamaica Kincaid’s Autobiography of My Mother is set against the backdrop of the Caribbean,
a region marked by the enduring effects of colonialism and cultural hybridity. The novel
follows the life of Xuela Claudette Richardson, whose mother died during childbirth,
depriving her of maternal guidance and affection. This absence becomes a pivotal axis
around which the narrative revolves.

The story is structured as a first-person memoir, a stylistic choice that intensifies the
personal nature of Xuela’s reflections. Through her voice, readers gain access to an internal
world fraught with feelings of abandonment, anger, and longing. The title itself, invoking
the concept of an “autobiography,” signals Kincaid’s interest in self-definition and the
interrogation of personal history.

Thematic Depth: Identity and Maternal Absence

Central to Jamaica Kincaid autobiography of my mother is the exploration of identity
formation in the shadow of loss. Xuela’s lack of a mother figure shapes her sense of self
and her interactions with others. This maternal absence is not just a personal void but also
a metaphor for colonial erasure and silencing.

The novel intricately examines how Xuela grapples with her cultural identity. As a woman of
mixed heritage living in a postcolonial Caribbean society, she is caught between conflicting

expectations and histories. Her struggle reflects broader questions about the legacy of
colonialism on individual and collective identity.

Postcolonialism and Gender Dynamics

Kincaid’s narrative is deeply embedded in postcolonial critique, especially concerning the



intersections of race, gender, and power. The protagonist’'s experiences reveal the
pervasive impact of colonial ideologies on women’s lives, particularly in relation to
autonomy and sexuality.

The novel critiques patriarchal structures and the legacy of colonial domination that restrict
Xuela’s agency. Her relationships with men are complex and often fraught, illustrating the
psychological and social constraints imposed upon women in a historically oppressive
context.

Linguistic Style and Literary Techniques

Jamaica Kincaid is known for her lyrical yet precise prose style, and Autobiography of My
Mother exemplifies this balance. The narrative voice is both poetic and raw, conveying
emotional intensity without sacrificing clarity.

The use of repetition and fragmented sentences mirrors Xuela’s tumultuous inner state,

while vivid imagery evokes the lush yet turbulent Caribbean landscape. Kincaid’s stylistic
choices reinforce the novel’s themes of fragmentation, loss, and resilience.

Symbolism and Motifs

Several recurring motifs enrich the narrative texture of the book:

e The sea: Symbolizing both freedom and danger, the sea represents the unknown and
Xuela’s complex relationship with her heritage.

e Motherhood: Explored not only through absence but also in relation to societal
expectations and personal rebellion.

e Silence and voice: The struggle to articulate one’s story in a world that marginalizes
non-dominant voices.

These symbols deepen the reader’s engagement with the protagonist’s psychological
landscape and cultural milieu.

Comparative Perspectives and Literary
Significance

When compared with other postcolonial works, Jamaica Kincaid autobiography of my
mother stands out for its intimate focus on female subjectivity within the Caribbean
context. Unlike broader historical narratives, this novel zeroes in on personal trauma and



resilience, offering a unique contribution to the genre.

In relation to Kincaid’s broader oeuvre, this work complements her exploration of mother-
daughter relationships and postcolonial identity found in earlier writings such as Annie John.
However, Autobiography of My Mother presents a darker, more introspective tone that
pushes the boundaries of Kincaid’s narrative experimentation.

Critical Reception and Impact

Critics have lauded the novel for its emotional depth and stylistic innovation. It has been
praised for articulating the silenced voices of Caribbean women and for its nuanced
portrayal of postcolonial struggles. However, some readers find the protagonist’s
introspective and sometimes bleak narrative challenging, as it resists easy resolution or
redemption.

The novel’s contribution to discussions around diaspora, memory, and gender has made it a
staple in academic settings, particularly in courses on Caribbean literature, feminist theory,
and postcolonial studies.

Relevance in Contemporary Literary and Cultural
Studies

Today, Jamaica Kincaid autobiography of my mother continues to resonate with readers and
scholars interested in the intersections of identity, trauma, and cultural history. Its
exploration of maternal absence and postcolonial legacies provides a framework for
understanding ongoing discussions about belonging and selfhood in a globalized world.

The novel’s emphasis on narrative voice and memory aligns with contemporary literary
trends that prioritize marginalized perspectives and challenge dominant historical
narratives. As such, it remains a vital text for those examining the complexities of the
Caribbean experience and the universal quest for identity amidst displacement.

In summary, Jamaica Kincaid autobiography of my mother is a richly layered novel that
offers profound insights into the human condition through the lens of Caribbean
postcolonial realities. Its enduring relevance and artistic merit secure its place as a
significant work in modern literature.

Jamaica Kincaid Autobiography Of My Mother

jamaica kincaid autobiography of my mother: The Autobiography of My Mother Jamaica
Kincaid, 1996-01-15 From the recipient of the 2010 Clifton Fadiman Medal, an unforgettable novel
of one woman's courageous coming-of-age Jamaica Kincaid's The Autobiography of My Mother is a
story of love, fear, loss, and the forging of a character, an account of one woman's inexorable


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-175/jamaica-kincaid-autobiography-of-my-mother.pdf

evolution evoked in startling and magical poetry. Powerful, disturbing, stirring, Jamaica Kincaid's
novel is the deeply charged story of a woman's life on the island of Dominica. Xuela Claudette
Richardson, daughter of a Carib mother and a half-Scottish, half-African father, loses her mother to
death the moment she is born and must find her way on her own. Kincaid takes us from Xuela's
childhood in a home where she could hear the song of the sea to the tin-roofed room where she lives
as a schoolgirl in the house of Jack Labatte, who becomes her first lover. Xuela develops a passion
for the stevedore Roland, who steals bolts of Irish linen for her from the ships he unloads, but she
eventually marries an English doctor, Philip Bailey. Xuela's is an intensely physical world, redolent
of overripe fruit, gentian violet, sulfur, and rain on the road, and it seethes with her sorrow, her
deep sympathy for those who share her history, her fear of her father, her desperate loneliness. But
underlying all is the black room of the world that is Xuela's barrenness and motherlessness.

jamaica kincaid autobiography of my mother: The Personal in Jamaica Kincaid's The
Autobiography of My Mother from a Reader-response Perspective Kirk Heberlig, 2003

jamaica kincaid autobiography of my mother: Understanding Jamaica Kincaid Justin D.
Edwards, 2007 Understanding Jamaica Kincaid introduces readers to the prizewinning author best
known for the novels Annie John, Lucy, and The Autobiography of My Mother. Justin D. Edwards
surveys Jamaica Kincaid's life, career, and major works of fiction and nonfiction to identify and
discuss her recurring interests in familial relations, Caribbean culture, and the aftermath of
colonialism and exploitation. In addition to examining the haunting prose, rich detail, and personal
insight that have brought Kincaid widespread praise, Edwards also identifies and analyzes the
novelist's primary thematic concerns - the flow of power and the injustices faced by people
undergoing social, economic, and political change. Edwards chronicles Kincaid's childhood in
Antigua, her development as a writer, and her early journalistic work as published in the New
Yorker and other magazines. In separate chapters he provides critical appraisals of Kincaid's early
novels; her works of nonfiction, including My Brother and A Small Place; and her more recent
novels, including Mr. Potter. colonization and neocolonization and warns her readers about the dire
consequences of inequality in the era of globalization.

jamaica kincaid autobiography of my mother: Jamaica Kincaid ]J. Brooks Bouson,
2012-02-01 Haunted by the memories of her powerfully destructive mother, Jamaica Kincaid is a
writer out of necessity. Born Elaine Potter Richardson, Kincaid grew up in the West Indies in the
shadow of her deeply contemptuous and abusive mother, Annie Drew. Drawing heavily on Kincaid's
many remarks on the autobiographical sources of her writings, J. Brooks Bouson investigates the
ongoing construction of Kincaid's autobiographical and political identities. She focuses attention on
what many critics find so enigmatic and what lies at the heart of Kincaid's fiction and nonfiction
work: the mother mystery. Bouson demonstrates, through careful readings, how Kincaid uses her
writing to transform her feelings of shame into pride as she wins the praise of an admiring critical
establishment and an ever-growing reading public.

jamaica kincaid autobiography of my mother: Jamaica Kincaid Margarita Dimitrova
Marinova, 1998

jamaica kincaid autobiography of my mother: jamaica Kincaid and Caribbean Double
Crossings American Comparative Literature Association, 2006 Original versions of these
contributions were presented at the 2002 conference of the American Comparative Literature
Association in San Juan, Puerto Rico.

jamaica kincaid autobiography of my mother: Jamaica Kincaid’s Writings of History
Antonia Purk, 2023-09-18 Jamaica Kincaid’s works consistently explore how colonial history affects
contemporary everyday lives. Throughout her novels, short fiction, and non-fictional essays,
Kincaid’s texts engage with history through its medial representations, which are starkly determined
by colonial perspectives. This study examines the entanglements of temporalities in current
perceptions of the past and how literary text intervenes in historical consciousness. With a focus on
the media text, image, and the human body, the chapters of this book demonstrate how Kincaid'’s
poetics of impermanence counter colonial representations of history with strategies of ambiguity,



repetition, and redirection. Kincaid’s texts repeat and revise aspects of colonial history - a process
that decenters the totality of historical colonial ideology and replaces it with self-determined
versions of the past through a multiplication of perspectives and voices.

jamaica kincaid autobiography of my mother: The Daughter's Return Caroline Rody,
2001-04-12 The Daughter's Return offers a close analysis of an emerging genre in African-American
and Caribbean fiction produced by women writers who make imaginative returns to their ancestral
pasts. Considering some of the defining texts of contemporary fiction--Toni Morrison's Beloved, Jean
Rhys's Wide Sargasso Sea, and Michelle Cliff's No Telephone to Heaven--Rody discusses their
common inclusion of a daughter who returns to the site of her people's founding trauma of slavery
through memory or magic. Rody treats these texts as allegorical expressions of the desire of writers
newly emerging into cultural authority to reclaim their difficult inheritance, and finds a counter plot
of heroines' encounters with women of other racial and ethnic groups running through these works.

jamaica kincaid autobiography of my mother: jamaica Kincaid Mary Ellen Snodgrass,
2008-07-23 Changing her name early in her career because her parents disapproved of her writing,
Jamaica Kincaid crossed audiences to embrace feminist, American, postcolonial and world literature.
This book offers an introduction and guided overview of her characters, plots, humor, symbols, and
classic themes. Designed for students, fans, librarians, and teachers, the 84 A-to-Z entries combine
commentary from interviewers, feminist historians, and book critics with numerous citations from
primary and secondary sources and comparative literature. The companion features a chronology of
Kincaid's life, West Indies heritage and works, and includes a character name chart.

jamaica kincaid autobiography of my mother: Story of Your Mother Chantal Braganza,
2025-04-08 What if we considered motherhood an organizing principle instead of a genre or subject?
In her debut book of essays, Chantal Braganza considers the limits of understanding motherhood as
identity or action alone, while reflecting on her upbringing as a daughter of Mexican and Indian
immigrants and the first years of raising her two children. Inspired by the thinking of Dionne Brand,
Maggie Nelson and Jacqueline Rose, she explores what shapes the things we reach for as we search
for our family's place in the world. How do we tell our children who they are when we're still
struggling to find that language to describe ourselves? Braganza weaves dreamlike memoir sections
of her childhood—some memories, some myths passed down from her family in Vallarta, Mombasa,
London, and Toronto—with urgent essays about migration, identity, and speech. She wrangles with
the limits of language—{finding that even fluency doesn't guarantee the ability to translate something
for your children. She engages with the physicality of motherhood and loss, nourishment and
violence. The questions that emerge are: Can we believe the people who have given us the story of
who we are? And how do we craft that story for our own children?

jamaica kincaid autobiography of my mother: In Search of an Imaginary Homeland: Jamaica
Kincaid's The Autobiography of My Mother []{], 2008

jamaica kincaid autobiography of my mother: New York Magazine , 1996-01-22 New York
magazine was born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly
made a place for itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning
writing and photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the
magazine's consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of
the city itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

jamaica kincaid autobiography of my mother: Cocktails for Book Lovers Tessa Smith
McGovern, 2014-07-01 The perfect pairing for anyone with a literary thirst! From Jane Austen's
little-known fondness for wine to Hemingway's beloved mojitos, literature and libations go hand in
hand. Cocktails for Book Lovers blends these in a delectable book that will delight both readers and
cocktail enthusiasts alike. This irresistible collection features 50 original and classic cocktail recipes
based on works of famous authors and popular drinks of their eras, including Orange Champagne
Punch, Salted Caramel and Bourbon Milkshakes, and even Zombie Cola. So dip in, pick your favorite
author or book, and take a sip—or start at the beginning and work your way through. Cheers!
Cocktails inspired by your favorite authors: « Charlotte Bronte * Dani Shapiro ¢ Dorothy Parker




Ernest Hemingway ¢ F. Scott Fitzgerald ¢ Flannery O'Connor * Jhumpa Lahiri ¢ Junot Diaz ¢ Virginia
Woolf « Wally Lamb ¢ And 40 more!

jamaica kincaid autobiography of my mother: Identity Re-creation in Global African
Encounters John Ayotunde Isola Bewaji, Adedoyin Aguoru, 2019-08-07 Identity Re-creation in
Global African Encounters explores race, racial politics, and racial transformation in the context of
Africa’s encounters with non-African communities through various perspectives including
oppression, racialization of ethnic difference, and identity deconstruction. While the contributors
recognize that ethnicity has long been a staple analytical category of engagements between African
and non-African communities, they present a holistic view of the continent and its diaspora through
race outside of both colonial and neocolonial binaries, allowing for a more nuanced study of Africa
and its diaspora.

jamaica kincaid autobiography of my mother: The Surplus of Culture Ewa Borkowska,
Tomasz Burzynski, 2011-07-12 This multifaceted volume presents the elusive surplus of culture in
the spotlight of theory and academic practice. Despite its overtly economic implications, the concept
alludes to the added value of sense, common sense and nonsense which is represented as languages
of irony, irrationality and absurdity potentially subverting traditional and mainstream “regimes” of
culture. Consequently, the “moment of surplus” is inherent in critical interpretation in which
supposedly well-entrenched notions suddenly reveal their implicitly shattering and subversive
nature. The surplus of culture dwells at the risky intersection of untamed interpretation and
tradition. It is the space of the “third” in which literary canons are re-visited, language reveals its
hidden political agendas, the Orient reclaims its own cognitive perspective and established
structures of cognition are questioned in the tragic-comic gesture of insight. The volume is a must
for scholars and researchers in the fields of cultural studies, literature and arts as well as literary
theory.

jamaica kincaid autobiography of my mother: Caribbean Genesis Jana Evans Braziel,
2009-01-05 By exploring the breadth of Jamaica Kincaid's writings, this book reveals her work's
transmutations of genre, specifically those of autobiography, biography, and history in relation to
the forces of creation and destruction in the Caribbean. Jana Evans Braziel examines Kincaid's
preoccupation with genealogy, genesis, and genocide in the Caribbean; her adaptations of biblical
texts for her literary oeuvre; and her authorial deployments of the diabolic as frames for both
rethinking the boundaries of genre and altering notions of subjectivity, objectivity, self, and other.

jamaica kincaid autobiography of my mother: Modernism and the Middle Passage Laura
Winkiel, 2025-10-14 Modernism is typically thought of as focusing on the new and now, not looking
backward at historical catastrophes. Yet in many surprising, often submerged ways, the transatlantic
slave trade shaped the works of both Black and white writers. This book reveals how modernists
turned to the Middle Passage—and, in so doing, upended Western ideas about time and space, race
and gender, and the category of the human. Bringing together Afro-diasporic and Black studies
scholarship, modernist aesthetics, and environmental studies, Laura Winkiel presents a new literary
history of modernism from the perspective of the Atlantic and its role in slavery and colonization.
She examines the works of African, Caribbean, British, and US writers including Joseph Conrad,
William Faulkner, Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, Claude McKay, Jean Rhys, Amos Tutuola,
and Virginia Woolf, as well as later interlocutors such as Marlon James and Jamaica Kincaid. Paying
particular attention to settings on shorelines, deltas, archipelagos, and the ocean, Winkiel argues
that allusions to the slave trade make visible the exploitative structural relations between the
metropolis and the colonies and between the liberal subject and its others. By turning to the ocean
and its violent histories, this groundbreaking book rethinks the fraught relationship of modernism
and race.

jamaica kincaid autobiography of my mother: Dissimulating Women Lindsey Collins, 2005
ABSTRACT: Critics of Jamaica Kincaid have often overlooked her radical contribution to identity
politics in Caribbean literature. They argue that her writing does not have the same desire or
potential to resist colonialism that scholars see in the larger community of Caribbean writers. They




say that novels such as Annie John are apolitical or ahistorical because of Kincaid's close focus on
domestic issues.

jamaica kincaid autobiography of my mother: Encyclopedia of Motherhood Andrea O'Reilly,
2010-04-06 In the last decade, the topic of motherhood has emerged as a distinct and established
field of scholarly inquiry. A cursory review of motherhood research reveals that hundreds of
scholarly articles have been published on almost every motherhood theme imaginable. The
Encyclopedia of Motherhood is a collection of approximately 700 articles in a three-volume, A-to-Z
set exploring major topics related to motherhood, from geographical, historical and cultural entries
to anthropological and psychological contributions. In human society, few institutions are as
important as motherhood, and this unique encyclopedia captures the interdisciplinary foundation of
the subject in one convenient reference. The Encyclopedia is a comprehensive resource designed to
provide an understanding of the complexities of motherhood for academic and public libraries, and
is written by academics and institutional experts in the social and behavioural sciences.

jamaica kincaid autobiography of my mother: Postcolonialism & Autobiography Michelle
Cliff, Alfred Hornung, 1998 The two volumes on Postcolonialism and Autobiography examine the
affinity of postcolonial writing to the genre of autobiography. The contributions of specialists from
Northern Africa, Europe and the United States focus on two areas in which the interrelation of
postcolonialism and autobiography is very prominent and fertile: the Maghreb and the Anglophone
and Francophone Caribbean. The colonial background of these regions provides the stimulus for
writers to launch a program for emancipation in an effort to constitute a decolonized subject in
autobiographical practice. While the French volume addresses issues of the autobiographical genre
in the postcolonial conditions of the Maghreb and the Caribbean with reference to France, the
English volume analyzes the autobiographical writings of David Dabydeen (Guyana), Michelle CIliff,
Opal Palmer Adisa, George Lamming, Wilson Harris (Jamaica), and Jamaica Kincaid (Antigua) who
have maintained their cultural Caribbean origin while living in England or the United States. Critics
such as William Boelhower, Leigh Gilmore, Sidonie Smith, and Gayatri Spivak reveal the many layers
of different cultures (Indian, African, European, American) that are covered over by the colonial
powers. The homeland, exile, the experience of migration and hybridity condition the postcolonial
existence of writers and critics. The incorporation of excerpts from the writers' works is meant to
show the great variety and riches of a hybrid imagination and to engage in an interactive dialogue
with critics.
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