
icons in american history
Icons in American History: Figures Who Shaped a Nation

Icons in American history are more than just names in textbooks or faces on currency;
they represent the spirit, struggles, and triumphs that have helped shape the United States
into what it is today. These figures, ranging from political leaders and civil rights activists to
cultural icons and inventors, have left indelible marks on the nation's identity.
Understanding their stories not only enriches our knowledge of the past but also offers
inspiration and lessons applicable to contemporary society.

The Founding Fathers: Architects of a New Nation

When discussing icons in American history, it’s impossible to overlook the Founding
Fathers. These visionary leaders were instrumental in crafting the ideals and framework
that underlie American democracy.

George Washington: The Father of the Nation

George Washington’s role transcends his position as the first President of the United States.
His leadership during the Revolutionary War, his insistence on relinquishing power, and his
commitment to democratic principles set standards for future leaders. Washington’s legacy
is a testament to integrity and dedication to the common good, making him an enduring
symbol of American values.

Thomas Jefferson and the Declaration of Independence

Thomas Jefferson’s eloquence and philosophical grounding in liberty and human rights are
central to American identity. As the principal author of the Declaration of Independence,
Jefferson articulated the revolutionary idea that “all men are created equal,” a phrase that
continues to resonate in the nation's ongoing struggle for equality.

Civil Rights Leaders: Voices for Justice and
Equality

Icons in American history also include those who fought tirelessly for civil rights,
challenging systemic injustices and advocating for the marginalized.



Martin Luther King Jr.: The Dream of Equality

Martin Luther King Jr. remains one of the most powerful figures in the fight against racial
segregation and discrimination. His leadership during the Civil Rights Movement, marked by
nonviolent protest and inspiring speeches like the iconic “I Have a Dream,” transformed
American society and legislation, pushing the nation toward greater inclusivity.

Harriet Tubman: The Conductor of Freedom

Harriet Tubman’s courageous efforts as a conductor on the Underground Railroad helped
hundreds of enslaved people escape to freedom. Her story highlights the bravery and
resilience of those who opposed slavery and injustice long before official emancipation.

Cultural Icons: Shaping American Identity Beyond
Politics

Beyond political and social leaders, many cultural figures have become icons in American
history by influencing art, music, literature, and popular culture.

Mark Twain: The Voice of American Literature

Mark Twain’s works capture the complexity of American life in the 19th century. With
humor and sharp social commentary, Twain’s novels like "The Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn" challenge readers to confront issues of race, morality, and freedom, making him an
enduring figure in American letters.

Elvis Presley: The King of Rock and Roll

Elvis Presley revolutionized music and youth culture in the 20th century. His fusion of
different musical styles and charismatic performances broke racial barriers and helped
shape the soundtrack of modern America, symbolizing cultural change and innovation.

Inventors and Innovators: Engines of Progress

Innovation has always been a driver of American growth, and many inventors stand out as
icons in American history due to their groundbreaking contributions.



Thomas Edison: Lighting Up the World

Thomas Edison’s inventions, particularly the practical electric light bulb, transformed
everyday life and industry. His relentless experimentation and entrepreneurial spirit
epitomize the American ethos of creativity and perseverance.

Wright Brothers: Taking Flight

Orville and Wilbur Wright’s successful invention of the first powered airplane opened the
skies to humanity. Their achievement symbolizes American ingenuity and the limitless
pursuit of progress.

National Symbols: Icons Beyond Individuals

In addition to people, certain symbols have become iconic representations of American
history and ideals.

The Statue of Liberty: A beacon of freedom and hope for immigrants arriving in
America.

The American Flag: Embodying the nation’s unity, struggles, and diversity through
its stars and stripes.

The Bald Eagle: The national bird, symbolizing strength, courage, and freedom.

These icons serve as constant reminders of the values and stories that define the United
States.

Why Understanding Icons in American History
Matters Today

Engaging with icons in American history offers more than just knowledge; it provides a lens
through which to understand contemporary issues. Recognizing the achievements and
shortcomings of past figures encourages critical thinking about leadership, justice, and
cultural identity. Moreover, learning about diverse icons—from well-known presidents to
lesser-known activists—helps paint a more inclusive and accurate picture of American
heritage.

For educators, students, and history enthusiasts, exploring these icons can spark
meaningful discussions about how history shapes the present and future. It also highlights
the importance of individual and collective action in driving societal change.



In the tapestry of American history, icons—whether individuals or symbols—serve as
threads connecting generations. Their stories inspire ongoing dialogue about what it means
to be American and how the nation can continue to grow in its ideals and realities.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is considered an iconic figure in American history
for leading the civil rights movement?
Martin Luther King Jr. is considered an iconic figure in American history for leading the civil
rights movement and advocating for racial equality through nonviolent protest.

Why is George Washington regarded as an important
icon in American history?
George Washington is regarded as an important icon because he was the first President of
the United States and a leading general during the American Revolutionary War,
symbolizing the birth of the nation.

What makes Abraham Lincoln an enduring icon in
American history?
Abraham Lincoln is an enduring icon due to his leadership during the Civil War, his efforts to
abolish slavery with the Emancipation Proclamation, and his dedication to preserving the
Union.

How did Harriet Tubman become a significant icon in
American history?
Harriet Tubman became a significant icon for her courageous work as a conductor on the
Underground Railroad, helping enslaved people escape to freedom and later advocating for
women's suffrage.

In what ways is Benjamin Franklin an iconic figure in
American history?
Benjamin Franklin is iconic for his roles as a Founding Father, inventor, diplomat, and
author, contributing significantly to the shaping of the United States through his ideas and
leadership.

Why is Susan B. Anthony considered an icon in
American history?
Susan B. Anthony is considered an icon for her pivotal role in the women's suffrage
movement, campaigning tirelessly for women's right to vote in the United States.



What contributions make Thomas Jefferson an iconic
figure in American history?
Thomas Jefferson is iconic for drafting the Declaration of Independence and serving as the
third President of the United States, promoting democracy and individual rights.

How did Rosa Parks become an icon of American
history?
Rosa Parks became an icon by refusing to give up her bus seat to a white passenger,
sparking the Montgomery Bus Boycott and igniting a larger civil rights movement.

Who are some iconic Native American figures in
American history?
Iconic Native American figures include Sitting Bull, a leader of the Hunkpapa Lakota Sioux,
and Sacagawea, who assisted the Lewis and Clark Expedition, both symbolizing Native
American resilience and leadership.

What role does Eleanor Roosevelt play as an icon in
American history?
Eleanor Roosevelt is an icon for her advocacy for human rights, her role as First Lady, and
her work with the United Nations to promote social justice and equality worldwide.

Additional Resources
Icons in American History: A Deep Dive into Cultural and Historical Significance

Icons in American history serve as powerful symbols that encapsulate the nation’s
complex narrative, reflecting its triumphs, struggles, and evolving identity. From towering
political figures and groundbreaking activists to emblematic monuments and cultural
motifs, these icons have shaped the collective memory and continue to influence
contemporary discourse. Understanding the multifaceted roles of these icons provides
insight into the American experience and the ongoing dialogue about heritage, values, and
national unity.

The Role of Icons in Shaping National Identity

Icons in American history function as more than mere representations; they are vessels of
meaning that convey ideals, inspire patriotism, and sometimes provoke debate. Whether
embodied by individuals, events, or landmarks, these symbols contribute to a shared sense
of identity and continuity. They often crystallize moments of transformation or embody
principles such as freedom, justice, and resilience.



Political Leaders as Iconic Figures

Political leaders frequently become enduring icons due to their influence on the nation’s
trajectory. Figures such as George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, and Franklin D. Roosevelt
are emblematic of foundational moments in American history. Washington’s role as a
unifying founding father and first president symbolizes the inception of the republic.
Lincoln’s leadership during the Civil War and his commitment to abolishing slavery highlight
themes of unity and emancipation. Roosevelt’s New Deal era represents government
intervention aimed at social welfare during economic crisis.

These leaders are immortalized not only through statues and currency but also in
educational curricula and popular culture, reinforcing their status as icons. However, their
legacies are subject to ongoing analysis and reinterpretation, reflecting contemporary
values and historical scholarship.

Icons of Social Movements and Cultural Change

Beyond political figures, icons in American history also emerge from social movements that
have reshaped societal norms. Leaders like Martin Luther King Jr., Susan B. Anthony, and
Cesar Chavez symbolize the quest for civil rights, gender equality, and labor reform,
respectively. King’s impassioned advocacy for nonviolent resistance and racial equality has
become synonymous with the broader civil rights movement. Anthony’s pioneering work in
women’s suffrage paved the way for the 19th Amendment, while Chavez’s efforts brought
national attention to farmworkers’ rights.

These icons represent the dynamic nature of American democracy, emphasizing grassroots
activism and societal progress. Their legacies underscore the intersection of individual
agency and collective struggle in the nation’s evolution.

Monuments and Symbols: Tangible Icons in
American History

Physical monuments and symbols also play a critical role in embodying American ideals and
commemorating key historical moments. Structures such as the Statue of Liberty, Mount
Rushmore, and the Lincoln Memorial carry layered meanings that resonate across
generations.

The Statue of Liberty: A Beacon of Freedom

Gifted by France in 1886, the Statue of Liberty epitomizes freedom and immigration, two
central themes in American history. It has welcomed millions of immigrants arriving by sea,
becoming a global symbol of hope and opportunity. Its iconography is deeply tied to the
nation’s narrative of providing refuge and liberty, although contemporary discussions also
critique the statue’s symbolism in relation to historical inequalities.



Mount Rushmore: Contested Commemoration

Mount Rushmore features the carved faces of four presidents—Washington, Jefferson,
Roosevelt, and Lincoln—celebrating leadership and expansion. However, the monument is
also a focal point for debates around indigenous rights and cultural appropriation, as it is
located on land sacred to the Lakota Sioux. This duality exemplifies how icons in American
history can embody both pride and controversy, prompting reflection on whose stories are
commemorated.

National Symbols and Their Evolving Meanings

National icons such as the American flag, the Bald Eagle, and the Liberty Bell also hold
significant cultural weight. The flag’s stars and stripes signify the union of states and the
broader ideals of democracy and sacrifice. The Bald Eagle, chosen for its strength and
majesty, represents freedom and sovereignty. The Liberty Bell, historically linked to the
American Revolution, serves as a reminder of the nation’s quest for independence.

These symbols are often invoked during national holidays, political events, and civic rituals,
reinforcing a sense of unity. Yet, their meanings are continually reinterpreted in response to
social and political changes.

The Impact of Cultural Icons on American Society

Cultural icons—from literary figures to entertainers—have also contributed significantly to
the American historical landscape. Authors like Mark Twain and Langston Hughes provided
critical reflections on American life and identity, while musicians such as Elvis Presley and
Bob Dylan influenced cultural movements and social consciousness.

Literature and the Shaping of American Ideals

Literary icons have often articulated the nation’s complexities, offering perspectives on
race, class, and morality. Mark Twain’s satirical works challenged social norms and
questioned human nature, while Langston Hughes’s poetry gave voice to the Harlem
Renaissance and the African American experience. These contributions enriched American
culture and provided frameworks for understanding the nation’s diversity.

Entertainment Icons and Social Influence

In the realm of entertainment, figures like Marilyn Monroe and Muhammad Ali transcended
their professions to become symbols of glamour, rebellion, and social change. Muhammad
Ali, in particular, combined athletic prowess with outspoken activism, challenging racial
injustice and the Vietnam War. The cultural reach of such icons demonstrates the interplay



between popular culture and political engagement.

Reevaluating Icons in Contemporary Contexts

The discussion of icons in American history is inherently dynamic, as society reevaluates
historical narratives and the figures it venerates. Movements to remove or reinterpret
statues of Confederate leaders, for example, highlight the contested nature of historical
memory and the desire to align public symbols with present-day values.

This reevaluation also extends to educational frameworks, where efforts to present more
inclusive and nuanced histories seek to broaden the understanding of who qualifies as an
icon and why. The emergence of new icons, reflective of diverse experiences and identities,
marks an ongoing process of redefining America’s historical landscape.

Challenges and Prospects

While icons provide continuity and identity, they also pose challenges related to exclusion
and oversimplification. The risk of idolizing figures without critical scrutiny can obscure
historical complexities and marginalize alternative narratives. Conversely, the conscious
inclusion of varied icons can foster dialogue and promote a more comprehensive
understanding of American history.

This balance between reverence and critical engagement is essential in ensuring that icons
serve as tools for education and reflection rather than uncritical myth-making.

Icons in American history thus represent a living archive—a collection of symbols and
stories that continue to evolve alongside the nation itself. Their significance lies not only in
what they commemorate but in how they provoke ongoing conversations about America’s
past, present, and future.

Icons In American History

  icons in american history: N'Digo Legacy Black Luxe 110: African American Icons of
Contemporary History Hermene Hartman, David Smallwood, 2017-12-22 Iconic Black Chicagoan
profiles. This volume is a book of comedians, athletes, and musicians of Chicago. A must have for
everyone who cherishes the history of Chicago within the African American community. A
contemporary history of over 30 years.
  icons in american history: American Icons Dennis R. Hall, Susan Grove Hall, 2006-06-30 What
do Madonna, Ray Charles, Mount Rushmore, suburbia, the banjo, and the Ford Mustang have in
common? Whether we adore, ignore, or deplore them, they all influence our culture, and color the
way America is perceived by the world. In this A-to-Z collection of essays scholars explore more than
one hundred people, places, and phenomena as they seek to discover what it means to be labeled
icon. From the Alamo to Muhammad Ali, from John Wayne to the zipper, the American icons covered
in this unique three-volume set include subjects from culture, law, art, food, religion, and science. By
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providing numerous ways for the reader to engage in the process of interpreting these images and
artifacts, the work serves as a unique resource for students of American history and culture.
Features 100 illustrations. What do Madonna, Ray Charles, Mount Rushmore, suburbia, the banjo,
and the Ford Mustang have in common? Whether we adore, ignore, or deplore them, they all
influence our culture, and color the way America is perceived by the world. This A-to-Z collection of
essays explores more than one hundred people, places, and phenomena that have taken on iconic
status in American culture. The scholars and writers whose thoughts are gathered in this unique
three-volume set examine these icons through a diverse array of perspectives and fields of expertise.
Ranging from the Alamo to Muhammad Ali, from John Wayne to the zipper, this selection of
American icons represents essential elements of our culture, including law, art, food, religion, and
science. Featuring more than 100 illustrations, this work will serve as a unique resource for students
of American history and culture. The interdisciplinary scholars in this work examine what it means
when something is labeled as an icon. What common features do the people, places, and things we
deem to be iconic share? To begin with, an icon generates strong responses in people, it often stands
for a group of values (John Wayne), it reflects forces of its time, it can be reshaped or extended by
imitation, and it often breaks down barriers between various segments of American culture, such as
those that exist between white and black America, or between high and low art. The essays
contained in this set examine all these aspects of American icons from a variety of perspectives and
through a lively range of rhetoric styles.
  icons in american history: Icons of American Architecture Donald Langmead, 2009-03-05
What turns a building into an icon? What is it about some structures that makes their history and
legend even more important than their original intended use, making them a part of American, and
world, popular culture? Twenty four buildings and structures, including the Brooklyn Bridge, the
White House, the Hotel del Coronado, and the Washington Monument are presented here, along
with their roles in fiction, film, music, and the imagination of people worldwide. Approximately
twenty five images are included in the set, along with sidebars featuring additional structures.
  icons in american history: America's Changing Icons Annessa Ann Babic, 2018-02-23
America’s Changing Icons is a discursive examination of the female patriotic icon in the United
States. This creative and entertaining work examines her use and decline, particularly in the 20th
century, with a particular focus on popular culture icons like Lady Columbia, Rosie the Riveter, and
Wonder Woman. These fictional creations, used with advertisements; letters; and literature of the
eras work together to craft a multi-layered and dynamic portrait of cultural politics, tides, and
perceptions about American women, life, and place.
  icons in american history: Snapshot USA ,
  icons in american history: A Century of American Icons Mary Cross, 2002-10-30 Dogs eat
burritos, camels smoke cigarettes, and frogs drink beer. Welcome to the Century of the Consumer.
In the 20th century, Americans were romanced by consumer culture, which in turn reflected the
changing attitudes, priorities, and values of the country. This book compiles entries on 100
consumer products—ten per decade—that figured prominently in the rise of consumer culture in the
United States, telling the story behind the century's most popular products, slogans, and symbols. A
unique format provides glimpses into American popular culture from each decade in the century. In
addition to the history of advertising, economics, and the media, students will learn how perceptions
of class, gender, and race were conveyed through advertising-and how those perceptions changed
from 1900 to 2000. A-Z entries for each decade include bibliographic information on the product, as
well as vivid illustrations showing the visual evolution of advertising icons and strategies throughout
the century.
  icons in american history: Icons of Black America Matthew Whitaker, 2011-03-09 This
stunning collection of essays illuminates the lives and legacies of the most famous and powerful
individuals, groups, and institutions in African American history. The three-volume Icons of Black
America: Breaking Barriers and Crossing Boundaries is an exhaustive treatment of 100 African
American people, groups, and organizations, viewed from a variety of perspectives. The



alphabetically arranged entries illuminate the history of highly successful and influential individuals
who have transcended mere celebrity to become representatives of their time. It offers analysis and
perspective on some of the most influential black people, organizations, and institutions in American
history, from the late 19th century to the present. Each chapter is a detailed exploration of the life
and legacy of an individual icon. Through these portraits, readers will discover how these icons have
shaped, and been shaped by, the dynamism of American culture, as well as the extent to which
modern mass media and popular culture have contributed to the rise, and sometimes fall, of these
powerful symbols of individual and group excellence.
  icons in american history: Popular Culture John G. Nachbar, Kevin Lausé, 1992 Popular
Culture: An Introductory Text provides the means for a new examination of the different faces of the
American character in both its historical and contemporary identities. The text is highlighted by a
series of extensive introductions to various categories of popular culture and by essays that
demonstrate how the methods discussed in the introductions can be applied. This volume is an
exciting beginning for the study of the materials of everyday life that define our culture and confirm
our individual senses of identity.
  icons in american history: Battle of Symbols John Fraim, 2003 With a focus on the
three-month period following the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, marketing consultant
Fraim explains how American symbols are created, communicated, managed, and understood. He
discusses the emergence of symbols from their traditional residence in religion, art, dreams, and
particular cultures to a new ubiquitous global status and argues that future wars will be increasingly
fought over and won through the use of symbols. Distributed by Continuum. Annotation (c)2003
Book News, Inc., Portland, OR (booknews.com).
  icons in american history: Icons of Mystery and Crime Detection Mitzi M. Brunsdale,
2010-07-26 This book provides an introduction to 24 iconic figures, real and fictional, that have
shaped the detective/mystery genre of popular literature. Icons of Mystery and Crime Detection:
From Sleuths to Superheroes is an insightful look at one of our most popular and diverse fictional
genres, providing a guided tour of mystery and crime writing by focusing on two dozen of the field's
most enduring creations and creators. Icons of Mystery and Crime Detection spans the history of the
detective story with series of critical entries on the field's most evocative names, from the originator
of the form, Edgar Allan Poe, to its first popular running character, Sherlock Holmes; from the
Golden Age of Sam Spade, Philip Marlowe, and Charlie Chan—in fiction and films—to small screen
heroes, such as Columbo and Jessica Fletcher. Also included are other accomplished practitioners of
the craft of mystery/crime storytelling, including Agatha Christie, Tony Hillerman, and Alfred
Hitchcock.
  icons in american history: The United States Government Manual United States. Office of
the Federal Register, 2008
  icons in american history: United States Government Organization Manual , 2006
  icons in american history: Intercultural Transfers and the Making of the Modern World,
1800-2000 Thomas Adam, 2011-11-29 For far too long, the history of the modern era has been
written as a history of isolated nation states. This book which presents both interpretation and
primary source documents challenges a nation-centred account, exploring the interconnected and
interrelated nature of societies in the nineteenth and twentieth century. Responding to the
burgeoning interest and number of courses in global and world history, Intercultural Transfers and
the Making of the Modern World introduces both the methods and materials of transnational history.
Case studies highlight transnational connections through the examples of cooperatives, housing
reform, education, eugenics and non-violent resistance. By embracing the interconnected nature of
human history across continents and oceans and by employing the concept of intercultural transfer,
Adam explores the roots and global distribution of major transformations and their integration into
local, regional, and national contexts. This is an invaluable resource for the study of global, world
and transnational history.
  icons in american history: The United States Government Manual , 2013



  icons in american history: Curious about George Rae Lynn Schwartz-DuPre, 2021-11-15 In
1940, Hans Augusto Rey and Margret Rey built two bikes, packed what they could, and fled wartime
Paris. Among the possessions they escaped with was a manuscript that would later become one of
the most celebrated books in children’s literature—Curious George. Since his debut in 1941, the
mischievous icon has only grown in popularity. After being captured in Africa by the Man in the
Yellow Hat and taken to live in the big city’s zoo, Curious George became a symbol of curiosity,
adventure, and exploration. In Curious about George: Curious George, Cultural Icons, Colonialism,
and US Exceptionalism, author Rae Lynn Schwartz-DuPre argues that the beloved character also
performs within a narrative of racism, colonialism, and heroism. Using theories of colonial and
rhetorical studies to explain why cultural icons like Curious George are able to avoid criticism,
Schwartz-DuPre investigates the ways these characters operate as capacious figures, embodying
and circulating the narratives that construct them, and effectively argues that discourses about
George provide a rich training ground for children to learn US citizenship and become innocent
supporters of colonial American exceptionalism. By drawing on postcolonial theory, children’s
criticisms, science and technology studies, and nostalgia, Schwartz-DuPre’s critical reading explains
the dismissal of the monkey’s 1941 abduction from Africa and enslavement in the US, described in
the first book, by illuminating two powerful roles he currently holds: essential STEM ambassador at
a time when science and technology is central to global competitiveness and as a World War II
refugee who offers a “deficient” version of the Holocaust while performing model US immigrant.
Curious George’s twin heroic roles highlight racist science and an Americanized Holocaust
narrative. By situating George as a representation of enslaved Africans and Holocaust refugees,
Curious about George illuminates the danger of contemporary zero-sum identity politics, the
colonization of marginalized identities, and racist knowledge production. Importantly, it
demonstrates the ways in which popular culture can be harnessed both to promote colonial
benevolence and to present possibilities for resistance.
  icons in american history: The United States Government Manual, 2003-2004 United
States. Office of the Federal Register, 2003 This manual provides comprehensive information on a
large number of U.S. government agencies, along with entries on the agencies of the executive,
judicial, and legislative branches of the government.
  icons in american history: Ace the U.S. Citizenship Test in 30 Days Jasper Ronin Fuller,
2024-10-14 Prepare to become a U.S. citizen with confidence using this comprehensive and efficient
study guide. Designed for aspiring Americans on a tight schedule, this book offers a strategic 30-day
plan to master the USCIS Citizenship Test. Key features of this essential resource include: 1. 700
Practice Questions and Answers: Dive into an extensive collection of questions covering all aspects
of the citizenship test, including American history, government, integrated civics, and English
proficiency. 2. 30-Day Study Plan: Follow our carefully crafted day-by-day study schedule designed
to optimize your learning and retention in just one month. 3. Up-to-Date Content: All material is
aligned with the latest USCIS test requirements, ensuring you're studying the most relevant
information. 4. Clear Explanations: Each answer comes with a concise yet thorough explanation,
helping you understand the context and remember key facts. 5. Test-Taking Strategies: Learn
valuable techniques to approach different question types and manage your time effectively during
the exam. 6. English Language Support: Includes guidance on the English reading, writing, and
speaking portions of the test. 7. Mock Interviews: Practice with simulated naturalization interview
questions to boost your confidence. 8. Portable Format: Study on-the-go with our conveniently sized
book, perfect for busy schedules. Don't let a busy schedule hold you back from achieving your dream
of U.S. citizenship. Start your focused 30-day preparation today and take the first step towards your
new life as an American!
  icons in american history: Who's Who in American History K. M. Kostyal, John M.
Thompson, William R. Gray, 2017 This beautiful family reference from National Geographic tells the
story of America through its presidents, revolutionaries, visionaries, inventors, entertainers-and
even its most notorious villains. Far more than an encyclopedia, this treasury tells the rich stories of



the people who made America's history-and adds context with lush photographs, illustrations,
timelines, artifacts, and more. Beginning with pre-colonial America and continuing through today,
this beautifully illustrated book details the fascinating lives of the men and women who helped build
the story of our nation. Arranged chronologically, it features more than 400 entries illustrated with
lavish four-color photography and elegant illustrations. Intriguing stories and historical maps
provide additional context in this comprehensive and enlightening look at America's storied past.
  icons in american history: What is American? Walter Hölbling, Arno Heller, 2004 Identity is
one of the central cultural narratives of the US on which both dominant and resistant discourses
draw. This critical anthology honors the topic's diversity while concentrating on one central aspect,
that of newness. Construction of identities, their invention, reinvention and reformulation are
discussed within four thematic categories: New Concepts and Reconsiderations, Migration and
Multiple Identities, Individuation and Privatized Identity Construction, and (Re-) Inventions and
Virtual Identities. Written by European as well as U. S. scholars, ranging from the 19th century to
the utopian future, from mainstream canonized figures to transgender performers, from a critique of
individualism to a celebration of loneliness, the articles present a cross-section of current research
on U.S. identities.
  icons in american history: The United States Government Manual 2011 Office of the
Federal Register (U.S.), 2011-08-22 Contains organizational charts of U.S. departments and
agencies.
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