how to write a legal resume

How to Write a Legal Resume: A Step-by-Step Guide to Crafting a Standout Application

how to write a legal resume is a question that many aspiring lawyers, paralegals, and legal
professionals ask themselves when preparing to enter or advance in the competitive legal job market.
Unlike a standard resume, a legal resume must highlight specialized skills, relevant experience, and
the ability to handle the demands of the legal field. It’s not just about listing jobs; it’s about strategically
presenting your qualifications to appeal to law firms, corporate legal departments, or government
agencies. If you want your resume to open doors, understanding the nuances of crafting a legal

resume is essential.

Understanding the Purpose of a Legal Resume

Before diving into formatting and content, it’s important to grasp why a legal resume differs from a
regular resume. The legal field values precision, professionalism, and clear evidence of your legal
knowledge and experience. A legal resume serves as your first impression, showcasing your ability to

think critically, communicate effectively, and manage the complexities of legal work.
This means your resume should not only document your work history but also demonstrate your
achievements, legal research skills, familiarity with legal procedures, and any specialized areas of law

you’ve worked with. Recruiters and hiring managers in law firms or legal departments look for resumes

that quickly convey competence and professionalism.

Key Components of a Legal Resume

Knowing what sections to include and how to organize them is crucial when learning how to write a



legal resume. While the structure is somewhat similar to other resumes, there are specific elements

that are more emphasized in legal contexts.

1. Contact Information

Start with your full name, phone number, professional email address, and LinkedIn profile if you have
one. Avoid unprofessional email addresses and include your location (city and state) to help employers

identify your proximity for in-person roles.

2. Professional Summary or Objective

A concise summary that highlights your legal expertise, key skills, and career goals can set the tone of
your resume. For example, if you’re a recent law graduate, an objective focusing on your enthusiasm
for litigation or corporate law may work best. Experienced professionals might opt for a summary

highlighting their years of practice, areas of specialization, and notable accomplishments.

3. Education

List your law degree(s) prominently, including the name of the institution, graduation date, and any
honors or distinctions such as cum laude, law review membership, or moot court participation.

Including your undergraduate degree and relevant coursework or certifications can also add value.

4. Legal Experience

This section is the heart of your legal resume. Detail your roles in law firms, legal clinics, internships,

clerkships, or related legal positions. For each role, include your title, employer, dates of employment,



and bullet points that emphasize your responsibilities and achievements. Use action verbs and quantify

results when possible to show impact.

5. Skills

Highlight legal-specific skills such as legal research, drafting pleadings, trial preparation, case
management software (e.g., LexisNexis, Westlaw), and negotiation. Don’t forget to mention soft skills

like communication, critical thinking, and teamwork, which are vital in legal environments.

6. Additional Sections

Depending on your background, you might include sections like “Publications,” “Bar Admissions,”

“Languages,” or “Professional Affiliations.” These can help differentiate you from other candidates.

Formatting Tips for Your Legal Resume

Presentation matters just as much as content. A clean, easy-to-read format shows professionalism and

attention to detail—traits highly prized in legal work.

Keep It Concise and Focused

Most legal resumes should fit on one page unless you have extensive experience that warrants a

second page. Prioritize recent and relevant positions, and avoid unnecessary jargon or fluff.



Use Clear Headings and Consistent Formatting

Headings should stand out but not overshadow the content. Use a professional font like Times New
Roman or Arial, sized between 10-12 points. Ensure dates, job titles, and employers are formatted

consistently throughout.

Employ Action-Oriented Language

Start bullet points with strong verbs like “drafted,” “researched,” “negotiated,” or “managed.” This

makes your contributions clear and impactful.

Tailor Your Resume for Each Application

No two legal jobs are identical. Adjust your resume to emphasize the skills and experiences most
relevant to each position you apply for. Incorporate keywords from the job description to improve your

chances of passing applicant tracking systems (ATS).

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Writing a Legal Resume

Knowing what pitfalls to avoid can prevent your legal resume from being overlooked.

Overloading With Legal Jargon

While demonstrating legal knowledge is important, excessive jargon can make your resume hard to

read. Strike a balance by using clear language that any hiring manager can understand.



Neglecting to Highlight Achievements

Listing duties alone won’t set you apart. Employers want to see how you contributed

positively—whether you improved case outcomes, streamlined processes, or received commendations.

Ignoring the Importance of Keywords

Many firms use ATS software to screen resumes. Omitting keywords related to the legal field or the

specific job can cause your resume to be filtered out before a human ever sees it.

Typos and Formatting Errors

Proofread meticulously. Errors can signal carelessness, which is unacceptable in legal professions

where precision is key.

Additional Insights for Crafting a Legal Resume That Stands
Out

Leverage Your Legal Writing Samples

Although not part of the resume itself, having strong writing samples ready is critical. Reference your

experience drafting motions, briefs, or contracts in your resume to pique interest.



Highlight Technology Proficiency

Legal technology is evolving rapidly. Familiarity with e-discovery tools, document management

systems, and legal research databases can be a strong selling point.

Consider Including a Cover Letter

A well-crafted cover letter complements your legal resume by providing context and personality. Use it

to explain why you’re uniquely suited for the role and how your goals align with the employer’s needs.

Showcase Your Commitment to Continuing Legal Education

If you’ve attended seminars, workshops, or completed certifications, include these to demonstrate

dedication to staying current in the field.

Writing a legal resume is more than a formality; it’s your opportunity to communicate your
qualifications and enthusiasm for a legal career. By focusing on relevant experience, clear formatting,
and strategic language, you can create a compelling document that captures the attention of legal
recruiters and hiring managers. Whether you’re applying for your first legal job or seeking
advancement, understanding how to write a legal resume that resonates with the industry will put you

a step ahead in your career journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key sections to include in a legal resume?

A legal resume should include key sections such as Contact Information, Objective or Summary,



Education, Legal Experience, Relevant Skills, Bar Admissions, and Professional Affiliations.

How can | highlight my legal experience effectively on my resume?

To highlight legal experience effectively, focus on relevant roles, use action verbs, quantify
achievements when possible, and emphasize specific legal skills such as research, drafting, litigation,

or client counseling.

Should | include internships and clerkships on my legal resume?

Yes, including internships and clerkships is important, especially for entry-level candidates, as they

demonstrate practical legal experience and exposure to the legal environment.

How long should a legal resume be?

A legal resume is typically one to two pages long. For recent graduates or those with less experience,
one page is sufficient, while seasoned attorneys may require two pages to adequately cover their

experience.

What formatting tips are important for writing a legal resume?

Use a clean, professional layout with consistent fonts and spacing, bullet points for readability, and
avoid excessive jargon. Tailor the resume to the specific legal position and ensure there are no typos

or grammatical errors.

Additional Resources

How to Write a Legal Resume: Crafting a Document That Speaks to Legal Employers

how to write a legal resume is a critical question for law graduates, seasoned attorneys, and legal
professionals aiming to secure a competitive edge in the job market. Unlike generic resumes, a legal

resume demands precision, clarity, and an understanding of the unique expectations within the legal



field. This article delves into the nuances of constructing a legal resume that not only highlights
qualifications but also aligns with the specialized needs of law firms, corporate legal departments, and

public sector employers.

Understanding the Legal Resume Landscape

Legal resumes differ significantly from traditional resumes due to the nature of the profession.
Employers in the legal sector prioritize detailed academic credentials, relevant legal experience, and
specific skills such as legal research, writing, and case management. Additionally, the legal field values
professionalism and adherence to formal standards, which must be reflected in the resume's tone and

structure.

The average length of a legal resume can also vary. While many industries advocate for a concise
one-page resume, legal resumes often extend to two pages to accommodate comprehensive
experiences, especially for mid-career professionals. However, brevity remains important; every word

should serve a purpose.

Key Sections of a Legal Resume

When considering how to write a legal resume, it is essential to structure the document logically to

guide the reader seamlessly through your qualifications.

e Contact Information: Include full name, phone number, professional email, and LinkedIn profile

or personal website if relevant.

¢ Objective or Summary Statement: A concise statement that outlines your career goals and what
you bring to the role. This section is optional but can be beneficial for recent graduates or career

changers.



¢ Education: List law schools attended, degrees earned, honors received, and graduation dates.

Include undergraduate education if notable or relevant.

¢ Legal Experience: Detail internships, clerkships, associate positions, or any legal roles.

Emphasize responsibilities, achievements, and the scope of legal work.

» Skills: Highlight specific legal skills such as e-discovery tools, legal research databases (e.g.,

Westlaw, LexisNexis), drafting, negotiation, and language proficiencies.

¢ Publications and Presentations: Include articles, papers, or talks that demonstrate expertise and

thought leadership.

e Bar Admissions and Certifications: Clearly state jurisdictions where you are licensed to practice

and any specialized certifications.

* Professional Affiliations: Membership in legal associations, committees, or pro bono work.

Strategies for Writing a Legal Resume That Stands Out

Tailoring Content to the Legal Employer

One of the cardinal rules in how to write a legal resume is customization. Law firms and legal
departments often seek candidates with experiences directly relevant to their practice areas. For
example, a corporate law firm will appreciate transactional experience, while a public defender’s office
values litigation exposure. Tailoring your resume by prioritizing relevant experiences and keywords
from the job description increases the chances of passing automated applicant tracking systems (ATS)

and catching the recruiter’s eye.



Emphasizing Quantifiable Achievements

Legal roles are results-driven. Including quantifiable accomplishments—such as “drafted over 50
contracts resulting in a 20% reduction in client disputes” or “managed discovery processes for a $10
million litigation case”—adds credibility and impact. This approach contrasts with mere listing of duties

and demonstrates your value proposition clearly.

Maintaining Professional Formatting and Tone

Law is a conservative profession, and your resume should reflect that. Use clean, professional fonts
like Times New Roman or Garamond, and maintain consistent formatting. Avoid overly creative
designs or colors that may distract from the content. The tone should be formal but concise, avoiding

jargon unless it is standard legal terminology well-understood in the field.

Addressing Gaps and Career Transitions

When learning how to write a legal resume, addressing employment gaps or career changes is crucial.
Briefly explaining gaps—such as pursuing further education, bar exam preparation, or personal
reasons—in a cover letter or during interviews is generally preferable. On the resume, focus on

highlighting transferable skills and relevant experiences that align with your legal career objectives.

Navigating Common Challenges in Legal Resume Writing

Balancing Detail and Brevity



A recurring dilemma in legal resume writing is balancing comprehensive detail with succinctness. Legal
professionals often accumulate a breadth of experiences, including numerous cases, motions, or legal
issues handled. Selecting the most pertinent experiences and summarizing them effectively without

overwhelming the reader is key.

Showcasing Technology Skills

In an evolving legal market, proficiency with technology is increasingly valued. Including experience
with case management software, e-discovery platforms, and legal research tools enhances your
profile. However, avoid overloading the skills section with irrelevant technical information; focus on

tools widely recognized in legal practice.

Incorporating Keywords for ATS Optimization

Many legal employers use ATS to screen resumes. Integrating keywords from the job description, such
as “legal research,” “litigation support,” “contract negotiation,” or specific practice areas like
“intellectual property,” is essential. This strategy improves the likelihood that your resume will be

reviewed by a human recruiter.

Additional Tips and Best Practices

e Proofread Thoroughly: Typos or grammatical errors can be particularly damaging in the legal

field, where attention to detail is paramount.

* Use Action Verbs: Words like “analyzed,” “drafted,” “litigated,” and “negotiated” convey

initiative and responsibility.



¢ Avoid Personal Pronouns: Write in the third person to maintain a professional tone.

¢ Include Relevant Volunteer Work: Pro bono activities or legal clinic participation can demonstrate

commitment to the profession and community.

o Keep it Updated: Regularly revise your legal resume to reflect new skills, experiences, and

certifications.

Mastering how to write a legal resume involves understanding the expectations unique to the legal
industry, strategically highlighting relevant experiences, and presenting oneself as a competent, detail-
oriented professional. While the process demands careful thought and effort, the resulting document is

a powerful tool for opening doors in the competitive legal job market.

How To Write A Legal Resume

how to write a legal resume: How to Apply to Law Schools and Write (Think) Like a Law
Student Kenneth Michael White, 2013-10-25 Lawyers and law students need to think lucidly and
write clearly. Undergraduate “prelaw” students who aspire to become law students and someday
lawyers can do the former by practicing the latter. If writing is like thinking, then studying writing is
like studying thinking. This book is a study of legal writing and the law school admissions process,
which provides candid advice on navigating the LSAC.org application process, the LSAT, and a style
of writing called “FIRAAC.” The FIRAAC formula can help prelaw students learn to write (think) like
a law student. FIRAAC can also help law students pass “race-horse” exams and bar candidates pass
the bar exam. If your goal is to go to law school, graduate, pass the bar exam, and become a lawyer
who writes (thinks) lucidly and clearly, then this book is for you!

how to write a legal resume: How to Write a Resume and Get a Job Luis Cortes, 2007-05-14
How To Write A Résumé And Get A Job Finding a job can be nerve-racking. It's hard to know even
where to begin: Where are jobs listed? What skills do you need? How can you make your résumé
stand out? A job hunt involves many unspoken rules that can't be broken, and it's easy to
unknowingly hurt your chances. In How to Write a Résumé and Get a Job, the Reverend Luis Cortés
Jr. supplies you with the necessary information for securing a promising job. He will lead you
through every step, from searching and applying to negotiating for a better salary, asking for
benefits, and enjoying your success. A job isn't everything, but it is your key to a better future.
Following Cortés's guidance ensures that your search will be a successful one.

how to write a legal resume: Real-resumes for Legal and Paralegal Jobs Anne McKinney,
2004 Those who seek legal and paralegal jobs will find this book to be a rich resource. No matter
what type of legal or paralegal work is sought, the reader will find outstanding samples of resumes
and covers used by real people to obtain legal and paralegal jobs. Resumes and covers letters are



https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-175/how-to-write-a-legal-resume.pdf

included which will help newly minted lawyers or paralegals find their first jobs in their field. There
are also sample resumes and cover letters which will be useful to the most experienced lawyers and
paralegals in the profession. A bonus of this book is that it includes samples of paperwork involved
in getting federal government jobs: specialized resumes and the federal resumix as well as the
write-ups for the Knowledge, Skills and Abilities (KSAs) which are often required for government
positions. This book will show legal-industry professionals how to maximize their career potential,
get federal positions, and change fields if they want to.

how to write a legal resume: How to Write Better Resumes Gene Corwin, Gary Joseph
Grappo, Adele Lewis, 2004 More than half a million job seekers turn to this classic guide to write
better resumes. It has been updated and revised to satisfy the needs of today's candidates. Readers
now get more than 150 resumes covering an array of careers, with variants reflecting all career
stages. All resume types and formats are covered, with a wealth of word-processing formatting
solutions. In addition, there are expert tips on how to conduct a successful job search, compose
dynamite cover letters, and ace any interview.

how to write a legal resume: How to Think About Law School Michael R. Dillon,
2013-02-21 Along the way it conveys the author's love of the law and admiration for the role of law
in the United States. How to Think About Law School adopts a broader and longer perspective than
any of its competitors, beginning with freshman year, and covering each year as an undergraduate,
through law school admissions, the three years of law school, and into the beginnings of legal
practice. The Handbook provides useful, concrete and practical information including, lists of Dos
and Don'ts, a Four Year Checklist, information about key resources, a step-by-step explanation of the
law school application process, as well as a formula for selecting competitive, safe and reach law
schools. In addition, it presents detailed information about the law school curriculum each year, the
importance of Law Review, clinical programs, Moot Court, interviewing skills, and summer associate
positions.

how to write a legal resume: How to Write & Design a Professional Résumé to Get the Job
Dale Mayer, 2008 This book/CD-ROM guide arms job seekers with advice on writing and formatting
different types of resumes and surviving the interview process. It tells how to construct a resume in
difficult situations such as a recent layoff, spotty work history, or criminal record, and offers tips on
specialty resumes for IT professionals, self-employed job seekers, students, executives, and military
personnel. Worksheets, case histories, examples, and a glossary are included. The companion
CD-ROM contains about 30 real-life resumes in Microsoft Word format so that readers can edit them
to fit their needs.

how to write a legal resume: The Best 117 Law Schools Eric Owens, Princeton Review
(Firm), 2004 Our Best 357 Colleges is the best-selling college guide on the market because it is the
voice of the students. Now we let graduate students speak for themselves, too, in these brand-new
guides for selecting the ideal business, law, medical, or arts and humanities graduate school. It
includes detailed profiles; rankings based on student surveys, like those made popular by our Best
357 Colleges guide; as well as student quotes about classes, professors, the social scene, and more.
Plus we cover the ins and outs of admissions and financial aid. Each guide also includes an index of
all schools with the most pertinent facts, such as contact information. And we've topped it all off
with our school-says section where participating schools can talk back by providing their own
profiles. It's a whole new way to find the perfect match in a graduate school.

how to write a legal resume: Lies Larceny & Lawyers Steven Winer, 2019-11-26 Martin
Dawson, a young aggressive attorney practicing law in the large, metropolitan City of Minneapolis,
Minnesota, desired to change his life and practice law in a smaller, faster growing community in a
warmer climate to attempt to create a better life for himself and his family. Martin had a small base
of Minnesota clients who were developing real estate in Southwest Florida, in and around the City of
Fort Myers. Martin and his wife decided that practicing law in Florida may enhance the quality of
their family's life as well as Martin's professional life. LIES, LARCENY & LAWYERS, takes the reader
through Martin's journey of practicing law in four different law firms. It tells the story of Martin's




frustrations with, not the clients he represented, but with the lawyers he became associated with
through that journey. The difficulty of practicing his profession with lawyers who lie, cheat, steal and
even murder to get ahead was a difficult course for Martin to navigate. Martin's quandary was
whether he could find that perfect legal environment where the attitudes and comradery of the
lawyers he worked with would allow him to find himself the professional fulfillment for practicing his
profession that he was so desperately seeking. That journey was difficult, while interacting with
unique individuals who made that journey nearly impossible.

how to write a legal resume: How to Write It, Third Edition Sandra E. Lamb, 2011-08-30
Write personal and professional communications with clarity, confidence, and style. How to Write It
is the essential resource for eloquent personal and professional self-expression. Award-winning
journalist Sandra E. Lamb transforms even reluctant scribblers into articulate wordsmiths by
providing compelling examples of nearly every type and form of written communication. Completely
updated and expanded, the new third edition offers hundreds of handy word, phrase, and sentence
lists, precisely crafted sample paragraphs, and professionally designed document layouts. How to
Write It is a must-own for students, teachers, authors, journalists, bloggers, managers, and anyone
who doesn’t have time to wade through a massive style guide but needs a friendly desk reference.

how to write a legal resume: Practical English Language Skills for Lawyers Natasha
Costello, Louise Kulbicki, 2023-01-31 A high level of English remains essential for any lawyer
wishing to work internationally, but transferring language skills from the classroom to the workplace
can be challenging. This book shows non-native, English speaking lawyers how to apply their English
language skills to everyday legal situations and contexts, providing essential guidance to ensure they
can work confidently in different settings and mediums. Including activities based on real-life
scenarios, the book will allow lawyers and law students to practise their English in key areas of
working life, from networking and client meetings, to telephone and conference calls, contract
drafting and contract negotiations, presentations and using social media. Written by two highly
experienced legal English language tutors, both former legal professionals, it also features online
support material that includes listening exercises to complement those based on writing and reading
comprehension. Designed to hone skills required in working life, Practical English Language Skills
for Lawyers is practical, accessible and fun. Including guidance on job applications and interview
practice, this book is an invaluable resource not only for current legal professionals but also for
those students considering their first career step. Support Material (including Audio Tracks, Audio
Notes and Teacher Notes) can be accessed from the Support Material section at
www.routledge.com/9780367690465

how to write a legal resume: ABA Journal , 1997-04 The ABA Journal serves the legal
profession. Qualified recipients are lawyers and judges, law students, law librarians and associate
members of the American Bar Association.

how to write a legal resume: Writing Resumes and Cover Letters For Dummies -
Australia / NZ Amanda McCarthy, Kate Southam, 2015-05-04 Practical tricks for standing out from
the crowd and getting the job you want in the Australian and New Zealand market Applying for jobs
in today's tight job market can seem like an overwhelming process. Competition is fierce and
employers expect more than ever before from job applicants. With unemployment and redundancies
rising, it's simply not a good time to be looking. So how do make yourself stand out? Writing
Resumes and Cover Letters For Dummies, Second Australian & New Zealand Edition shows you how
to catch a recruiter's attention. Presenting a wealth of sample resumes and cover letters, this handy,
easy-to-use guide shows you how to write a killer cover letter, format your resume for online use,
use social networking to your advantage, and tailor your resume and cover letters for specific
positions and companies. Designed specifically for job hunters in Australia and New Zealand Offers
practical tips and advice on crafting a great resume and a perfect cover letter for any kind of
position Includes advice on addressing government selection criteria Features ten ways to turn off a
recruiter and ten tips for the perfect presentation No matter how tough the job market is, a great
resume and cover letter combination will help you get the attention you deserve. Writing Resumes



and Cover Letters For Dummies gives you all the tools and tips you need to get noticed—and get
your dream job!

how to write a legal resume: ABA Journal, 1997-06 The ABA Journal serves the legal
profession. Qualified recipients are lawyers and judges, law students, law librarians and associate
members of the American Bar Association.

how to write a legal resume: Resume 101 Quentin J. Schultze, 2012-03-27 Minimal job
experience? No problem! You've just graduated and are ready to land your first real job after college
or high school. But how do you write the first résumé and cover letter of your career if you don’t
have any previous jobs to list? How do you stand out above the other applicants--including people
with more experience who are out of work--with your summer job at the diner, internship at the local
paper, or spot on the Ultimate Frisbee team? Dr. Q to the rescue! For two decades, communication
professor Quentin Schultze has been teaching résumé-writing to college students and recent
graduates, helping them identify their strengths and transferable skills from their unique life
experiences--from extracurriculars to part-time jobs to internships to volunteering. With Résumé
101, you'll discover the secrets to composing strong, impressive resumes and cover letters, such as:
What to include when you lack professional experience How to get great references and
recommendations Why to use a summary rather than objective statement When to include hobbies,
travel, and technology skills What to do if your GPA isn’t sky-high Which designs and basic formats
work the best Where to find the perfect verbs and adjectives for a specific job With Dr. Q’s help,
you’ll soon have a résumé and cover letter that will show hiring managers who you really are, why
you're prefect for your dream job, and why they should choose you.

how to write a legal resume: ABA Journal , 1971-11 The ABA Journal serves the legal
profession. Qualified recipients are lawyers and judges, law students, law librarians and associate
members of the American Bar Association.

how to write a legal resume: TOP SECRET Resumes & Cover Letters, the Third Edition Ebook
Steven Provenzano CPRW/CEIP, 2012 As seen on/in CNBC, CNN, WGN, The Wall Street Journal, and
endorsed by The Chicago Tribune, the new edition of Top Secret Resumes is now the complete
career marketing tool for all job seekers. This is the only book of its kind that includes a free
consultation by the author. Includes more than 100 high-impact Resumes and Cover Letters for
virtually all professions (250 8.5 x 11 pages total). Bonus: includes tips on effective Linkedin Profiles,
Networking, Career Marketing, Interviewing and Online Resources. Covers Executive Positions,
Technical/Non-Technical Management, Engineering, IT, Software/Hardware design, Sales and
Marketing, Teachers, Nurses, HR, Public Relations and more, many with documented results. Steven
Provenzano's books have sold more than 100,000 copies and remain essential guides for serious job
seekers. He has written more than 5000 resumes for clients worldwide for over 20 years, and the full
cost of this book is reimbursed with any resume writing service by the author at
https://Execareers.com.

how to write a legal resume: ABA Journal , The ABA Journal serves the legal profession.
Qualified recipients are lawyers and judges, law students, law librarians and associate members of
the American Bar Association.

how to write a legal resume: The Best 167 Law Schools Eric Owens, Princeton Review
(Firm), 2011 Offers information about admission, academics, and social life at top U.S. and Canadian
law schools.

how to write a legal resume: The Best 172 Law Schools Eric Owens, Princeton Review (Firm),
2010 Profiles 172 top law schools and offers information on the LSAT scores and GPA of admitted
students, job placement rates for graduates, and student/faculty ratio.

how to write a legal resume: Brighten Your English Writing Skills K. K. Singh, 2022-03-13
Every human knows at least one language, spoken or signed. Linguistics is the science of language,
including the sounds, words, and grammar rules. Words in languages are finite, but sentences are
not. It is this creative aspect of human language that sets it apart from animal languages, which are
essentially responses to stimuli. The rules of a language, also called grammar, are learned as one




acquires a language. These rules include phonology, the sound system, morphology, the structure of
words, syntax, the combination of words into sentences, semantics, the ways in which sounds and
meanings are related, and the lexicon, or mental dictionary of words. When you know a language,
you know words in that language. However, the sounds and meanings of words are arbitrary. For the
most part, there is no relationship between the way a word is pronounced and its meaning.
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