
herodotus the history

Herodotus the History: Exploring the Father of History and His Timeless Work

herodotus the history stands as one of the most remarkable achievements of
ancient literature, a cornerstone in the foundation of historical writing.
Often hailed as the "Father of History," Herodotus crafted an epic narrative
that not only chronicles events but also provides cultural insights,
geography, and the human stories behind the ancient world. His work remains
influential, offering readers a vivid window into the past and setting the
stage for modern historiography.

Who Was Herodotus?

Herodotus was a Greek historian born in Halicarnassus, a city in Asia Minor
(modern-day Bodrum, Turkey), around 484 BCE. Living during a time of great
political upheaval and cultural exchange, he traveled extensively throughout
the Mediterranean and Near East, gathering stories, eyewitness accounts, and
local traditions. His curiosity and dedication to documenting the causes and
events of significant conflicts, especially the Greco-Persian Wars, earned
him lasting fame.

Unlike many ancient writers who focused solely on myth or dry annals,
Herodotus combined storytelling with inquiry, making his narratives engaging
and informative. His methodology, though not always meeting modern standards
of historical accuracy, was groundbreaking for its attempt to analyze causes
and effects rather than just listing events.

The Structure and Scope of Herodotus’ History

Herodotus’ magnum opus, commonly known simply as *The Histories*, is a
sprawling work divided into nine books. Each book is named after one of the
nine Muses, reflecting the breadth and artistic nature of his endeavor.

What Does The Histories Cover?

At its core, *The Histories* seeks to explain the causes of the Persian Wars,
the colossal conflicts between the Greek city-states and the Persian Empire
during the 5th century BCE. However, Herodotus’ narrative goes far beyond
military campaigns. He explores:

- The customs, religions, and histories of various peoples, from Egyptians
and Babylonians to Scythians and Persians.
- Geographical descriptions of lands ranging from Egypt and Libya to the
Black Sea region.
- Anecdotes, myths, and moral lessons meant to entertain and instruct
readers.
- Political intrigue, leadership qualities, and the dynamics of empire-
building.

This multifaceted approach makes *The Histories* a rich tapestry of ancient



knowledge and storytelling.

Herodotus’ Narrative Style and Historical Method

One of the reasons Herodotus remains a fascinating figure is his narrative
style, which blends factual investigation with vivid storytelling. He often
includes multiple versions of events, openly discussing the reliability of
his sources and sometimes expressing skepticism. This transparency is a key
reason why modern historians still value his work.

Herodotus used direct inquiries, interviews, and observations, which was
revolutionary at the time. Although some stories in *The Histories* appear
exaggerated or mythologized, they reflect the oral traditions and cultural
perspectives of the era, offering valuable context for understanding ancient
societies.

The Impact and Legacy of Herodotus’ Work

Herodotus’ influence extends far beyond his lifetime. His approach to history
as a form of inquiry and narrative set the foundation for future historians
like Thucydides, Xenophon, and later Roman and medieval chroniclers.

Why Is Herodotus Called the Father of History?

The title "Father of History" is attributed to Herodotus primarily because he
was the first writer to systematically collect and document historical
events, emphasizing causes and effects rather than mere myth or legend. He
sought to preserve the memory of human achievements and failures, warning
future generations through example.

Unlike poets or mythographers, Herodotus aimed to distinguish fact from
fiction, even when the lines were blurry. His willingness to explore multiple
viewpoints and question sources was innovative and laid the groundwork for
critical historical analysis.

Criticism and Controversies

While revered, Herodotus has also faced criticism, both ancient and modern.
Some contemporaries accused him of fabricating stories or including fanciful
tales. Thucydides, a later historian, criticized Herodotus for a perceived
lack of rigor and for including supernatural explanations.

Modern historians recognize that although *The Histories* may not always meet
today's standards of empirical evidence, it remains invaluable for the unique
blend of ethnography, history, and geography it provides. The work reflects
the mindset and knowledge of the ancient world and preserves stories that
would otherwise have been lost.



Exploring the Themes in Herodotus the History

Herodotus’ writing is rich with themes that resonate even today, making his
history more than just a record of events.

Power and Empire

A central theme is the rise and fall of empires, particularly the Persian
Empire’s expansion and its clash with the Greek city-states. Herodotus
examines how ambition, leadership, and cultural differences shaped these
encounters, highlighting the volatility of power and the consequences of
hubris.

Cultural Diversity and Understanding

Herodotus shows a profound interest in different peoples and cultures. His
descriptions of foreign customs, religions, and social structures demonstrate
an early form of ethnography. He often contrasts Greek values with those of
others, encouraging readers to appreciate diversity while also reflecting on
their own identity.

Fate, Divine Will, and Human Agency

Throughout *The Histories*, Herodotus grapples with the role of the gods and
fate in human affairs. While he recounts many divine interventions and omens,
he also emphasizes human decisions and mistakes, suggesting a complex
interplay between destiny and free will.

Tips for Reading Herodotus’ The Histories Today

For modern readers approaching Herodotus the history, the work can be both
fascinating and challenging. Here are some tips to enhance the experience:

Embrace the narrative style: Expect a mix of storytelling, historical
facts, and cultural commentary. Enjoy the anecdotes as much as the
battles.

Consider the context: Remember that Herodotus wrote centuries ago,
relying on oral sources and limited verification. His goal was as much
to entertain and preserve cultural memory as to provide precise history.

Use modern annotations and translations: Many editions include helpful
notes explaining geography, customs, and historical background.

Explore thematic connections: Look for recurring ideas like power
dynamics, cultural exchanges, and the nature of leadership. These deepen
your understanding beyond mere chronology.



Herodotus’ Influence on Modern History and
Culture

Herodotus’ impact is evident not only in historical scholarship but also in
literature, philosophy, and even modern media. His work inspired Renaissance
humanists and Enlightenment thinkers who sought to understand human nature
and politics through history.

In contemporary times, documentaries, novels, and academic studies continue
to draw from Herodotus’ descriptions and methods. His emphasis on cross-
cultural understanding and critical inquiry remains relevant in an
increasingly interconnected world.

Exploring *The Histories* offers more than a glimpse into ancient conflicts;
it invites readers to reflect on the complexities of human societies, the
importance of storytelling, and the enduring quest to understand our past.
Herodotus, through his pioneering work, reminds us that history is not just
about dates and battles but about people, cultures, and the lessons woven
through time.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Herodotus and why is he called the 'Father of
History'?

Herodotus was an ancient Greek historian who lived in the 5th century BCE. He
is called the 'Father of History' because he was one of the first to
systematically collect and document historical events and narratives,
particularly in his work 'The Histories.'

What is the main subject of Herodotus' work 'The
Histories'?

'The Histories' by Herodotus mainly covers the Greco-Persian Wars, including
events leading up to the conflicts between Greece and Persia, as well as
descriptions of various cultures and peoples encountered during his
inquiries.

How reliable is Herodotus' account in 'The
Histories'?

Herodotus' accounts blend historical facts with folklore and anecdotal
stories. While some of his information has been confirmed by archaeology,
other parts are considered exaggerated or inaccurate, so his work is both
valuable and critically examined.

What methods did Herodotus use to gather information
for 'The Histories'?

Herodotus used inquiry and interviews, traveling extensively across the
ancient world to collect stories, eyewitness accounts, and local traditions,



which he then compiled into his historical narrative.

How did Herodotus influence later historians and
historical writing?

Herodotus established a framework for historical inquiry by emphasizing
research, critical evaluation of sources, and narrative storytelling,
influencing later historians like Thucydides and setting a foundation for the
discipline of history.

What cultural insights does 'The Histories' provide
beyond historical events?

'The Histories' offers rich descriptions of the customs, religions,
geography, and politics of various ancient peoples, providing valuable
anthropological and ethnographic information about the ancient world.

Are there modern editions or translations of
Herodotus' 'The Histories'?

Yes, there are many modern editions and translations of 'The Histories,'
including versions by translators like Robin Waterfield, Aubrey de
Sélincourt, and Tom Holland, making the work accessible to contemporary
readers.

What controversies or criticisms surround Herodotus'
historical writing?

Critics have pointed out Herodotus' occasional reliance on hearsay, mythical
elements, and potential biases, leading some to question the accuracy of his
accounts. However, his narrative style and scope remain influential despite
these criticisms.

Additional Resources
Herodotus the History: An In-Depth Exploration of the Father of
Historiography

herodotus the history stands as one of the foundational pillars in the study
of ancient history and historiography. Often hailed as "The Father of
History," Herodotus provides a seminal account of the Greco-Persian Wars and
offers invaluable insights into the ancient world’s cultures, politics, and
conflicts. His work, commonly known as "The Histories," not only documents
historical events but also delves into ethnographic, geographical, and
cultural observations, making it an essential resource for scholars and
enthusiasts alike. This article takes a comprehensive look at Herodotus’s
contributions, his methodology, the critical reception of his work over
centuries, and the enduring legacy of his historical narrative.

The Historical Context of Herodotus and His



Work

Herodotus of Halicarnassus was a Greek historian born in the 5th century BCE,
during a period of intense cultural and political transformation across the
Mediterranean and Near East. His lifetime coincided with the aftermath of the
Persian invasions of Greece, a series of conflicts that reshaped the power
dynamics of the classical world. "Herodotus the history" emerges from this
backdrop, providing one of the earliest comprehensive accounts of these wars,
their causes, and their consequences.

Unlike later historians who focused strictly on political or military
chronicles, Herodotus embraced a broader narrative style. His work
encompasses a wide array of topics including mythology, customs, geography,
and the natural world, reflecting the intellectual curiosity of the era. This
interdisciplinary approach is central to understanding why "The Histories"
remains a crucial source for reconstructing ancient civilizations.

The Structure and Content of The Histories

"The Histories" is organized into nine books, each named after the Muses of
Greek mythology. The narrative begins with a prelude that traces the origins
of the conflict between the Greeks and the Persians, emphasizing the roles of
key figures like Croesus of Lydia and Cyrus the Great. It then progresses
through detailed accounts of battles such as Marathon, Thermopylae, and
Salamis.

What sets Herodotus apart is his meticulous inclusion of various
perspectives. He often presents multiple versions of events, acknowledging
discrepancies and differing local traditions. This technique not only
enriches the narrative but also invites readers to engage critically with the
sources and question the reliability of oral history.

Methodology and Historical Accuracy

One of the most debated aspects of Herodotus’s work is the accuracy of his
historical accounts. Scholars have long scrutinized "Herodotus the history"
for its blend of factual reporting and anecdotal storytelling. While some
critics have labeled him as prone to exaggeration or mythologizing, others
argue that his methodology was pioneering for the time.

Herodotus gathered information through extensive travels, interviews, and
examination of records, which was revolutionary in an era lacking systematic
archival practices. However, his reliance on oral sources and the absence of
stringent verification standards sometimes led to contradictions or
embellishments.

Despite these challenges, modern historians recognize that Herodotus’s
approach laid the groundwork for critical historical inquiry. His willingness
to record different viewpoints and to explicitly state when he was uncertain
about details illustrates an early form of historiographical transparency.



Ethnography and Geography in The Histories

Beyond recounting wars and political events, Herodotus provides detailed
ethnographic descriptions of various peoples, including Egyptians, Scythians,
Persians, and Babylonians. These passages offer rare glimpses into the
customs, religions, and social structures of societies that might otherwise
have been lost to time.

His geographical observations also merit attention. Traveling through Asia
Minor, Egypt, and the Near East, Herodotus documented rivers, cities, and
landmarks with an eye for both accuracy and narrative flair. His accounts
contributed to the Greek understanding of the wider world and influenced
subsequent geographical and historical works.

Comparisons with Other Historians

When juxtaposed with later historians such as Thucydides or Xenophon,
Herodotus’s style and focus reveal distinct differences. Thucydides, for
example, adopted a more analytical and empirical approach, emphasizing
political and military strategy with minimal digressions. Xenophon’s works,
while also historical, tend to focus on his personal experiences and
leadership.

In contrast, Herodotus blends storytelling with cultural inquiry, often
prioritizing the human dimension over strict chronology. This narrative
richness has been both celebrated and critiqued, but it undeniably enriches
the texture of ancient history.

Pros and Cons of Herodotus’s Historiography

Pros: Comprehensive coverage of events and cultures, incorporation of
multiple perspectives, pioneering travel-based research, and a narrative
style that engages readers.

Cons: Occasional factual inaccuracies, reliance on hearsay and myth,
sometimes inconsistent chronology, and a tendency toward anecdotal
digressions.

Understanding these strengths and weaknesses allows modern readers to
appreciate Herodotus’s work within its historical context rather than judging
it by contemporary standards alone.

The Enduring Influence of Herodotus the History

The impact of "Herodotus the history" extends far beyond antiquity. His work
influenced Roman historians such as Tacitus and Livy and later Renaissance
scholars who sought to reconnect with classical knowledge. The revival of
interest in Herodotus during the Enlightenment helped shape modern
historiographical methods by emphasizing source criticism and the importance



of cultural context.

Moreover, Herodotus’s narratives continue to inspire contemporary historians,
writers, and educators. The blend of history, travelogue, and anthropology in
"The Histories" anticipates modern interdisciplinary approaches and offers
timeless lessons about the complexity of human societies.

In academic circles, debates about Herodotus’s reliability and literary style
persist, underscoring the dynamic nature of historical interpretation. His
work remains an essential primary source for understanding the Greco-Persian
Wars and the ancient world’s cultural diversity.

Herodotus the history, therefore, is not merely a record of past events but a
living dialogue between the ancient and modern worlds. His legacy challenges
readers to balance skepticism with curiosity and to recognize that history is
as much about storytelling as it is about facts.

Herodotus The History

  herodotus the history: Herodotus: Histories Book IX Herodotus, 2002-12-05 Book IX of
Herodotus' Histories provides the conclusion and climax to his work, as the victories at Plataea and
Mycale complete the improbable Greek victory over Persia. The major themes of the work are all
here echoed, modified, and revisited, and Book IX is thus essential for exploring its meaning (or
range of possible meanings). This commentary, the first in English devoted solely to Book IX in over
a century, treats Herodotus' work as both an historical narrative and a work of literature,
incorporating the results of recent scholarly work in the fields of Greek history and historiography. It
contains a Greek text together with detailed philological, literary, and historical notes designed to
assist the intermediate and advanced Greek student. It will also be of use to graduate students and
scholars.
  herodotus the history: The Histories Herodotus, 2020-04-07 One of the masterworks of
Western civilization from the Ancient Greek author and orator known as the “Father of History.”
Written in the fifth century BC, The Histories is a wide-ranging inquiry into the Greco-Persian Wars
and beyond. Factual accounts of military matters on land and at sea, commanders, governments, and
rulers are juxtaposed with Greek mythology. As inspiring to travel writers and journalists as it is to
historians, this epic work includes a wealth of geographical and ethnographical information on the
Middle East, Northern Africa, and Greece. It remains one of the West’s most important sources
regarding the ancient world. “To transfer the responsibility for events away from heaven and
squarely on to mortals may seem, two and half thousand years on, an obvious task, but in so doing
Herodotus fundamentally changed the way that humans look at the world—and that is why Cicero
called him the father of history.” —The Guardian “We may no longer share Herodotus’ view of the
past, yet we delight in the richness of the world he sketched. Its stories, landscapes, characters, and
insights into human nature linger long after the reading. What makes the work stand out above all is
the Histories’ sense of wonder and discovery. Herodotus’ Histories remain a classic testament to the
pleasures of researching and learning.” —The Conversation
  herodotus the history: The Histories Herodotus, 1998-03-05 Herodotus is not only known as
the `father of history', as Cicero called him, but also the father of ethnography; as well as charting
the historical background to the Persian Wars, his curiosity also prompts frequent digression on the
cultures of the peoples he introduces. While much of the information he gives has proved to be
astonishingly accurate, he also entertains us with delightful tales of one-eyed men and gold-digging
ants. This readable new translation is supplemented with expansive notes that provide readers the

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-175/herodotus-the-history.pdf


background that they need to appreciate the book in depth. ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100
years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range of literature from around the
globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the most
accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by leading
authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much
more.
  herodotus the history: The Histories Book 4: Melpomene Herodotus, 2012-11-01 Herodotus
was an ancient Greek historian who lived in the fifth century BC (c.484 - 425 BC). He has been
called the Father of History, and was the first historian known to collect his materials systematically,
test their accuracy to a certain extent and arrange them in a well-constructed and vivid narrative.
The Histories-his masterpiece and the only work he is known to have produced-is a record of his
inquiry, being an investigation of the origins of the Greco-Persian Wars and including a wealth of
geographical and ethnographical information. The Histories, were divided into nine books, named
after the nine Muses: the Muse of History, Clio, representing the first book, then Euterpe, Thaleia,
Melpomene, Terpsichore, Erato, Polymnia, Ourania and Calliope for books 2 to 9, respectively.
  herodotus the history: The Landmark Herodotus Herodotus, 2009-06-02 “The most densely
annotated, richly illustrated, and user friendly edition” of the greatest classical work of history ever
written (Daniel Mendelsohn, The New Yorker)—from the editor of the widely praised The Landmark
Thucydides. Cicero called Herodotus the father of history, and his only work, The Histories, is
considered the first true piece of historical writing in Western literature. With lucid prose,
Herodotus's account of the rise of the Persian Empire and its dramatic war with the Greek city sates
set a standard for narrative nonfiction that continues to this day. Illustrated, annotated, and filled
with maps—with an introduction by Rosalind Thomas, twenty-one appendices written by scholars at
the top of their fields, and a new translation by Andrea L. Purvis—The Landmark Herodotus is a
stunning edition.
  herodotus the history: The Histories Herodotus, 2018-05-28 The Histories of Herodotus is now
considered the founding work of history in Western literature. Written in 440 BC in the Ionic dialect
of classical Greek, The Histories serves as a record of the ancient traditions, politics, geography, and
clashes of various cultures that were known in Western Asia, Northern Africa and Greece at that
time. The Histories also stands as one of the first accounts of the rise of the Persian Empire, as well
as the events and causes of the Greco-Persian Wars between the Achaemenid Empire and the Greek
city-states in the 5th century BC. The Histories was at some point divided into the nine books that
appear in modern editions, conventionally named after the nine Muses.
  herodotus the history: Herodotus: Histories Book VI Herodotus, 2017-12-21 Treats
Herodotus' compelling narrative of the Battle of Marathon. Detailed commentary will aid both
translation and literary and historical appreciation.
  herodotus the history: The Histories of Herodotus Herodotus, 2023-12-25 Herodotus's The
Histories stands as a seminal text in the annals of history and literature, merging anecdotal
eyewitness accounts, elaborate descriptions, and an engaging narrative style. Composed in the 5th
century BCE, it ventures into the cultural and political landscapes of various societies, from the
towering edifices of Egypt to the fervent battles of Greece and Persia. Herodotus employs a
sophisticated yet accessible prose that deftly intertwines personal observation with a meticulous
chronicle of events, offering not only historical insight but also a meditation on the nature of truth
and memory. His work was revolutionary, setting the foundational framework for the discipline of
history, and providing a rich tapestry of the ancient world. Herodotus, often called the Father of
History, was himself a traveler and an inquisitive mind, influenced by the complexities of the Persian
Wars and the diverse cultures he encountered. Born in Halicarnassus, his explorative journeys
through places like Egypt and Babylon imbued him with a deep curiosity about human experience,
politics, and war. His intent was not merely to document events but to convey the essence of the
human condition, reflecting the political and social ethos of his time. The Histories of Herodotus is
an essential read for those who seek to understand the interplay of history, culture, and identity in



the ancient world. Readers will find rich narratives and unparalleled insights that remain relevant
today, inviting them to reflect on the lessons of history and the unfolding story of humanity.
  herodotus the history: The Histories Book 1 Herodotus Herodotus, 2012-10 Herodotus was
an ancient Greek historian who lived in the fifth century BC (c.484 - 425 BC). He has been called the
Father of History, and was the first historian known to collect his materials systematically, test their
accuracy to a certain extent and arrange them in a well-constructed and vivid narrative. The
Histories-his masterpiece and the only work he is known to have produced-is a record of his inquiry,
being an investigation of the origins of the Greco-Persian Wars and including a wealth of
geographical and ethnographical information. The Histories, were divided into nine books, named
after the nine Muses: the Muse of History, Clio, representing the first book, then Euterpe, Thaleia,
Melpomene, Terpsichore, Erato, Polymnia, Ourania and Calliope for books 2 to 9, respectively.
  herodotus the history: The History of Herodotus Herodotus, 1890
  herodotus the history: The History of Herodotus, Volume 2 Herodotus, 2015-08-22 This work
has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of
civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true
to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world),
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America,
and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work,
as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a
historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc.
Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced,
and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process,
and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  herodotus the history: The History of Herodotus, Volume 2 Herodotus, 2015-08-23 This work
has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of
civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true
to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world),
and other notations in the work.This work is in the public domain in the United States of America,
and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work,
as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a
historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc.
Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced,
and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process,
and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  herodotus the history: Herodotus: Histories Book I Carolyn Dewald, Rosaria Vignolo
Munson, 2022-09-15 In the Histories, which could loosely be translated as 'Investigations' or
'Researches,' Herodotus tells how the Persian Empire began, grew, and then met defeat in Greece in
his parents' generation. Book 1 begins that story. It introduces both the world in which the Persian
imperial war machine began to operate and then expanded, and Herodotus' own procedures in
undertaking the ambitious task he has set himself. This edition helps intermediate and advanced
students to read the book in the original Greek and will also be of interest to advanced scholars. The
Commentary provides information about dialect, grammatical forms, syntax, and other properties of
his language. In addition, the Introduction and the Commentary engage in literary interpretation
and explore Herodotus' value as a historian, his immense curiosity, and the attention he devotes to
the customs, beliefs, concrete realities, and myths of other cultures.
  herodotus the history: Herodotus: Histories Herodotus, 2013-12-12 Considered one of the
most important works of history in Western literature, Herodotus's Histories is a key text for the
study of ancient Greece and the Persian Empire. Book V not only describes the revolt of the east
Greeks against their Persian masters, which led to the great Persian Wars of 490-479 BC, but also



provides fascinating material about the mainland Greek states in the sixth century BC. The
importance of Herodotus as the freshest and liveliest of all classical Greek prose authors and the
historical centrality of the period covered are the main reasons for studying Book V. This is an
up-to-date edition and commentary on the Greek text of the book, providing extensive help with the
Greek and basic historical information, as well as new insights on more advanced matters.
  herodotus the history: The History of Herodotus Herodotus, 2015-05-01 The History of
Herodotus is now considered as the founding work of history in Western literature. Written from the
450s to the 420s BC in the Ionic dialect of classical Greek, The Histories serves as a record of the
ancient traditions, politics, geography, and clashes of various cultures that were known in Western
Asia, Northern Africa and Greece at that time. It is not an impartial record but it remains one of the
West's most important sources regarding these affairs. Moreover, it established without precedent
the genre and study of history in the Western world, although historical records and chronicles
existed beforehand. It stands as one of the first accounts of the rise of the Persian Empire, the
events of, and causes for, the Greco-Persian Wars between the Achaemenid Empire and the Greek
city-states in the 5th century BC. Herodotus portrays the conflict as one between the forces of
slavery (the Persians) on the one hand, and freedom (the Athenians and the confederacy of Greek
city-states which united against the invaders) on the other. The Histories was at some point divided
into the nine books of modern editions, conventionally named after the Muses.
  herodotus the history: The History of Herodotus VOL I Herodotus, Alex Struik, 2012-10-04
The Histories (also known as The History) of Herodotus is considered the founding work of history in
Western literature. Written from the 450s to the 420s BC in the Ionic dialect of classical Greek, The
Histories serves as a record of the ancient traditions, politics, geography, and clashes of various
cultures that were known around the Mediterranean and Western Asia at that time. Herodotus was
an ancient Greek historian who was born in Halicarnassus, Caria (modern day Bodrum, Turkey) and
lived in the fifth century BC (circa 484 – 425 BC). He has been called the Father of History, and was
the first historian known to collect his materials systematically, test their accuracy to a certain
extent and arrange them in a well-constructed and vivid narrative. The Histories; his masterpiece
and the only work he is known to have produced, is a record of his investigation of the origins of the
Greco-Persian Wars and includes a wealth of geographical and ethnographical information. Although
some of his stories were fanciful, he claimed he was reporting only what had been told to him. This
edition is Volume I.
  herodotus the history: Herodotus: Histories Herodotus, 2007-12-13 The Battle of Salamis was
the first great (and unexpected) victory of the Greeks over the Persian forces under Xerxes, whose
defeat had important consequences for the subsequent history and self-image of Europe. This battle
forms the centre-piece of book VIII of Herodotus' Histories. The book also illuminates Greek views of
themselves and of peoples from the East, the problematic relationships between different Greek
states in the face of the invasion, and the role of the divine in history. This introduction and
commentary pays particular attention to the history and culture of Achaemenid Persia and the
peoples of its empire. It offers much help with the language of the text (which has been prepared for
ease of reading), and deals with major literary and historical questions. It will be of especial use to
intermediate and advanced Greek students, but also provides up-to-date scholarly materials for
graduate students and professional classicists.
  herodotus the history: The History of Herodotus Herodotus, 2007-12
  herodotus the history: Herodotus: Histories Herodotus, 2007-12-13 The Battle of Salamis
was the first great (and unexpected) victory of the Greeks over the Persian forces under Xerxes,
whose defeat had important consequences for the subsequent history and self-image of Europe. This
battle forms the centre-piece of book VIII of Herodotus' Histories. The book also illuminates Greek
views of themselves and of peoples from the East, the problematic relationships between different
Greek states in the face of the invasion, and the role of the divine in history. This introduction and
commentary pays particular attention to the history and culture of Achaemenid Persia and the
peoples of its empire. It offers much help with the language of the text (which has been prepared for



ease of reading), and deals with major literary and historical questions. It will be of especial use to
intermediate and advanced Greek students, but also provides up-to-date scholarly materials for
graduate students and professional classicists.
  herodotus the history: Herodotus: Histories I Herodotus, 2002 Book I of the Histories
provides a particularly good illustration of the discursiveness and diversity of Herodotus' materials
and of the ingenuity with which he develops his narrative and welds it into an artistic whole. Here he
deals first with the distant mythological past and then in greater detail with the more recent history
of Greek relations with the Near East, in an attempt to explain the origin of the quarrels between
east and west which formed the background to the Persian Wars. This edition, formerly published by
Cambridge University Press in their Pitt Press Series (1909, reissued 1927) contains a serviceable
introduction, text and careful annotation on matters of language and content. There is also a very
useful explanatory index of historical and geographical names.
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