
guided by voices alien lanes
Guided by Voices Alien Lanes: A Deep Dive into a Lo-Fi Classic

guided by voices alien lanes is not just an album title; it’s a gateway into
the raw, inventive world of indie rock that defined the early 1990s
underground music scene. Released in 1995 by the American band Guided by
Voices, Alien Lanes stands as a quintessential example of lo-fi aesthetics
combined with catchy melodies and cryptic lyrics. This album has captivated
listeners for decades, influencing countless musicians and earning a revered
place in alternative rock history.

In this article, we'll explore the making of Guided by Voices' Alien Lanes,
its musical style, standout tracks, and its lasting impact on indie music
culture. Whether you’re a longtime fan or new to the band, there’s plenty to
uncover about why Alien Lanes remains so beloved.

The Origins of Guided by Voices and Alien Lanes

Guided by Voices, often abbreviated as GBV, was formed in Dayton, Ohio, in
the early 1980s. Led by singer-songwriter Robert Pollard, the band became
known for their prolific output and distinctive lo-fi sound. Unlike many of
their contemporaries who sought polished studio production, GBV embraced the
imperfections and intimacy of home recordings.

Context Behind Alien Lanes

Alien Lanes was Guided by Voices’ seventh studio album, released on April 25,
1995. By this point, the band had already released several records, but Alien
Lanes marked a significant breakthrough in terms of critical recognition and
fan enthusiasm. It was recorded largely on four-track tape recorders,
emphasizing a DIY approach that was both economical and artistically
intentional.

Robert Pollard’s songwriting on Alien Lanes reflected an eclectic mix of
influences, from classic rock and punk to psychedelic pop. The album’s
brevity—clocking in at just over 35 minutes with 28 tracks—showcases a rapid-
fire burst of creativity that keeps listeners engaged without overstaying its
welcome.

Musical Style and Themes of Alien Lanes

Alien Lanes is often cited as a prime example of lo-fi indie rock, a genre



characterized by its unpolished sound quality and emphasis on songwriting
over technical perfection. Guided by Voices managed to balance these elements
to create music that feels both intimate and expansive.

Lo-Fi Production and Its Charm

The lo-fi production on Alien Lanes isn’t a limitation but a defining
feature. The rough edges, tape hiss, and occasional recording quirks all
contribute to the album’s charm. Instead of masking imperfections, the band
highlighted them, giving the songs a warm, nostalgic texture that resonates
deeply with fans.

This approach also allowed Guided by Voices to experiment freely. Many songs
on Alien Lanes are short, sometimes under a minute, with abrupt transitions
and fragmented structures that mirror Pollard’s stream-of-consciousness
lyricism.

Lyricism and Imagery

Robert Pollard’s lyrics on Alien Lanes are famously cryptic and evocative.
Rather than straightforward storytelling, the songs often feature surreal
images, playful wordplay, and abstract narratives. This invites listeners to
interpret the songs personally, adding layers of meaning that can take
multiple listens to unravel.

The album touches on themes of memory, identity, and the passage of time, but
it does so in a way that feels spontaneous and unforced. Lines often balance
whimsy with melancholy, capturing the bittersweet nature of human experience.

Standout Tracks on Guided by Voices Alien Lanes

With 28 tracks packed into a concise album, Alien Lanes offers a treasure
trove of memorable moments. Here are some highlights that exemplify the
album’s unique spirit.

"Game of Pricks"

One of the most recognized songs from Alien Lanes, "Game of Pricks" features
catchy guitar riffs and an infectious melody. Its energetic pace and cryptic
chorus make it a fan favorite and a staple in Guided by Voices’ live
performances.



"I Am a Scientist"

Another standout track, "I Am a Scientist," blends jangly guitars with
introspective lyrics. The song’s blend of urgency and vulnerability showcases
Pollard’s knack for crafting relatable yet enigmatic tunes.

"Motor Away"

Opening the album, "Motor Away" sets the tone with its upbeat rhythm and
sing-along chorus. It’s an invitation to dive into the whirlwind of sounds
and ideas that Alien Lanes embodies.

The Legacy and Influence of Alien Lanes

Guided by Voices’ Alien Lanes has had a profound impact on indie and
alternative music scenes. Its lo-fi aesthetic and prolific songwriting
inspired many artists who sought to break free from mainstream production
norms.

Impact on Indie Rock and DIY Culture

Alien Lanes emerged during a time when home recording technology was becoming
more accessible, but mainstream music still favored highly polished
productions. Guided by Voices demonstrated that raw, unfiltered recordings
could connect deeply with audiences, paving the way for countless indie bands
to embrace a DIY ethos.

The album’s success also helped popularize the idea that quality songwriting
and creativity could trump technical perfection, encouraging musicians to
focus on authenticity over polish.

Continued Relevance and Fanbase

Decades after its release, Alien Lanes remains a beloved album among indie
enthusiasts. Guided by Voices continues to tour and release new material,
with Alien Lanes often cited as a touchstone in their catalog. Its influence
can be heard in modern indie acts who blend lo-fi sounds with catchy melodies
and poetic lyrics.



Tips for New Listeners Exploring Alien Lanes

If you’re new to Guided by Voices and Alien Lanes, here are some suggestions
to enhance your listening experience:

Listen in a relaxed setting: The lo-fi textures and subtle nuances of
the album shine when you’re not distracted.

Embrace the brevity: Many tracks are short and punchy; enjoy them as
bursts of creative expression rather than traditional song structures.

Focus on lyrics: Pollard’s cryptic lyrics invite multiple
interpretations, so consider reading them or listening closely to catch
recurring themes and imagery.

Explore the band’s broader discography: Alien Lanes is a great entry
point, but Guided by Voices’ extensive catalog offers even more musical
gems.

Alien Lanes exemplifies how passion and creativity can transcend technical
boundaries in music. For anyone interested in indie rock’s roots and
evolution, this album is a vibrant, rewarding listen that captures the
essence of guided by voices alien lanes—a journey down the uniquely winding
paths of one of lo-fi’s most celebrated records.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Alien Lanes' by Guided By Voices?
'Alien Lanes' is an album by the American indie rock band Guided By Voices,
released in 1995. It is known for its lo-fi production and catchy, short
songs.

Why is 'Alien Lanes' considered a classic in indie
rock?
'Alien Lanes' is considered a classic because of its prolific songwriting,
lo-fi aesthetic, and the influence it had on the indie rock scene in the
mid-90s, showcasing Robert Pollard's distinctive style.

Who is the primary songwriter for 'Alien Lanes'?
Robert Pollard is the primary songwriter for 'Alien Lanes' and the frontman
of Guided By Voices.



What are some popular songs from 'Alien Lanes'?
Popular songs from 'Alien Lanes' include 'I Am a Scientist', 'Game of
Pricks', and 'Motor Away'.

How many tracks are there on the album 'Alien
Lanes'?
'Alien Lanes' contains 28 tracks, featuring many short and concise songs.

What is unique about the production style of 'Alien
Lanes'?
The album features a lo-fi production style, characterized by its raw,
unpolished sound recorded mostly on four-track tape recorders.

When was 'Alien Lanes' released?
'Alien Lanes' was released on March 28, 1995.

How did 'Alien Lanes' influence the indie music
genre?
'Alien Lanes' influenced indie music by popularizing the lo-fi sound and
inspiring many bands to embrace a DIY ethos and focus on songwriting over
polished production.

Is 'Alien Lanes' available on streaming platforms?
Yes, 'Alien Lanes' is available on major streaming platforms such as Spotify,
Apple Music, and YouTube Music.

Has Guided By Voices performed 'Alien Lanes' live in
its entirety?
Yes, Guided By Voices has performed 'Alien Lanes' live in its entirety during
special shows and anniversary tours, celebrating the album's legacy.

Additional Resources
**Guided by Voices Alien Lanes: A Deep Dive into a Lo-Fi Classic**

guided by voices alien lanes stands as a seminal work in the indie rock and
lo-fi music scenes, representing both a creative zenith for the band and a
significant marker in 1990s alternative music. Released in 1995, *Alien
Lanes* is often hailed as one of Guided by Voices’ most influential albums,



showcasing the ineffable charm of their raw sound and enigmatic songwriting.
Its reputation has only grown over time, attracting both critical acclaim and
a dedicated fan base, making it a key subject of analysis for music
enthusiasts and professionals alike.

The Context and Creation of Guided by Voices’
Alien Lanes

Guided by Voices, led by prolific songwriter Robert Pollard, had been
churning out records throughout the early 1990s, steadily developing a
distinctive style marked by short, punchy songs and a lo-fi aesthetic. *Alien
Lanes* represents a culmination of these efforts, arriving at a time when the
band was transitioning from underground cult status to wider recognition.

The album was recorded with minimal resources, embracing imperfections and
tape hiss, which contributed to its gritty and immediate feel. This approach
was not merely a budgetary constraint but a deliberate artistic choice that
helped define the band’s identity. The lo-fi sound of *Alien Lanes*
contrasted sharply with the polished production prevalent in mainstream rock
during the mid-90s, offering an authentic and emotionally resonant listening
experience.

Production and Sound Characteristics

The production of *Alien Lanes* is characterized by its home-recorded
quality, rough edges, and a collage-like assembly of songs. The album’s
brevity—clocking in at just over 35 minutes—and the short length of many
tracks reflect a punk-inspired ethos, emphasizing immediacy and spontaneity.
This approach results in a diverse sonic palette, where melodies emerge from
a seemingly chaotic mix of distorted guitars, lo-fi percussion, and Pollard’s
distinctive vocal delivery.

Key features of the album’s sound include:

Lo-fi recording techniques that highlight tape hiss and analogue warmth

Fragmented song structures, often under two minutes long

An eclectic mix of melodic hooks and fuzzy guitar textures

Raw, emotive vocals that convey both urgency and introspection

These elements make *Alien Lanes* a compelling listen, as it captures the
essence of indie rock’s DIY spirit while pushing the boundaries of



traditional songwriting.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Upon release, *Alien Lanes* garnered positive reviews from critics who
praised its inventiveness and emotional depth despite—or because of—its lo-fi
production. Many reviewers highlighted the album's ability to blend catchy
melodies with a rough-hewn aesthetic, creating a sound that was both
accessible and challenging.

Over the years, *Alien Lanes* has been cited as a pivotal influence on
numerous indie and alternative acts. Its success helped cement Guided by
Voices’ place in the pantheon of 90s underground rock, inspiring a wave of
musicians to embrace lo-fi recording methods and unconventional songwriting.

Comparisons with Other Guided by Voices Albums

While Guided by Voices has an extensive discography, *Alien Lanes* often
stands out for its consistency and distinctive mood. Compared to earlier
albums such as *Bee Thousand* (1994), which shared a similar lo-fi ethos but
felt more scattershot, *Alien Lanes* presents a more polished and cohesive
collection of songs. Later works, like *Under the Bushes Under the Stars*
(1996), expanded on the band’s sound with higher production values but
sometimes sacrificed the raw immediacy that *Alien Lanes* offered.

Fans and critics alike frequently point to *Alien Lanes* as a defining moment
where the band perfected the formula of short, memorable songs wrapped in a
lo-fi package, making it a cornerstone of their catalog.

Exploring the Themes and Lyrics of Alien Lanes

Beyond its sonic qualities, *Alien Lanes* engages with themes that range from
abstract reflections to personal introspection. Robert Pollard’s lyrics often
veer into surrealism, with cryptic imagery and elliptical storytelling that
invite multiple interpretations.

The album title itself, *Alien Lanes*, evokes a sense of otherworldliness and
exploration, mirroring the album’s adventurous soundscape. Tracks like "Game
of Pricks" and "Tractor Rape Chain" illustrate Pollard’s penchant for
combining catchy melodies with enigmatic and provocative lyrics, adding
layers of meaning to the listening experience.



Standout Tracks and Their Impact

Several songs on *Alien Lanes* have become fan favorites and critical
touchstones:

"Game of Pricks" – Known for its infectious melody and driving rhythm,1.
it exemplifies the album’s balance between pop sensibility and rock
grit.

"Tractor Rape Chain" – A track that juxtaposes aggressive2.
instrumentation with cryptic lyricism, showcasing the band’s ability to
blend intensity and abstraction.

"My Valuable Hunting Knife" – A slower, more melodic piece that3.
highlights Pollard’s songwriting versatility within the lo-fi framework.

These songs, among others, have been essential in defining the album’s
identity and have contributed to its enduring popularity.

The Role of Guided by Voices Alien Lanes in the
Lo-Fi Movement

*Alien Lanes* holds a significant place in the broader lo-fi movement, which
emerged as a reaction against the increasingly polished and commercialized
music industry of the 1990s. Guided by Voices, with *Alien Lanes* as a
flagship release, championed an ethos of accessibility and artistic freedom,
proving that compelling music could be created outside traditional studio
environments.

This album’s success helped legitimize lo-fi as a serious artistic approach,
influencing countless indie musicians and shaping the sound of alternative
rock for years to come. Its embrace of imperfections and spontaneity
resonates with listeners who seek authenticity over perfection.

Pros and Cons of the Alien Lanes Lo-Fi Approach

Pros: Authenticity, emotional impact, affordability of production,
creative freedom, and cult appeal.

Cons: Potentially off-putting sound quality for some listeners, lack of
polish may obscure musical nuances, and a niche appeal that may not
resonate with mainstream audiences.



Despite these trade-offs, *Alien Lanes* remains a benchmark for how lo-fi
techniques can enhance rather than detract from musical expression.

Guided by Voices’ *Alien Lanes* continues to captivate new generations of
listeners and musicians, embodying the spirit of indie rock’s most innovative
era. Its blend of raw production, inventive songwriting, and enigmatic
lyricism ensures its place as a landmark album that challenges conventions
while celebrating the power of stripped-down creativity.

Guided By Voices Alien Lanes

  guided by voices alien lanes: Guided by Voices James Greer, 2007-12-01 The true story of the
fourth-grade teacher in Dayton, Ohio, who created one of the most influential bands of our times.
Devoted fans have followed Guided by Voices for decades—and critics around the world have lauded
the band’s brain trust, Robert Pollard, as a once-in-a-generation artist. Pollard has been compared
by the New York Times to Mozart, Rossini, and Paul McCartney (in the same sentence) and everyone
from P. J. Harvey, Radiohead, R.E.M., the Strokes, and U2 has sung his praises and cited his music
as an influence. But it all started rather prosaically when Pollard, a fourth-grade teacher in his early
thirties, began recording songs with drinking buddies in his basement. In this book, James Greer, an
acclaimed music writer and former Spin editor—who also played in the band for two years—provides
unparalleled insight and complete access to the workings of Pollard’s muse.
  guided by voices alien lanes: Billboard , 1996-02-24 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the
world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.
  guided by voices alien lanes: SPIN , 2006-11 From the concert stage to the dressing room,
from the recording studio to the digital realm, SPIN surveys the modern musical landscape and the
culture around it with authoritative reporting, provocative interviews, and a discerning critical ear.
With dynamic photography, bold graphic design, and informed irreverence, the pages of SPIN
pulsate with the energy of today's most innovative sounds. Whether covering what's new or what's
next, SPIN is your monthly VIP pass to all that rocks.
  guided by voices alien lanes: Closer You Are Matthew Cutter, 2025-05-01 The authorized
biography of Robert Pollard, indie rock icon and founder of the music group Guided By Voices
Robert Pollard has been a staple of the indie rock scene since the early '80s, along with his band
Guided By Voices. Pollard was a longtime grade school teacher who toiled endlessly on his music,
finding success only after adopting a do-it-yourself approach, relying on lo-fi home recordings for
much of his and his band's career. A prolific artist, Pollard continues to churn out album after album,
much to the acclaim of critics and his obsessive and devoted fans. But his story has never been
faithfully told in its entirety. Until now. Author Matthew Cutter is a longtime friend of Pollard and,
with Pollard's blessing, he's set out to tell the whole, true story of Guided By Voices. Closer You Are
is the first book to take an in-depth look at the man behind it all, with interviews conducted by the
author with Pollard's friends, family, and bandmates, along with unfettered access to Pollard himself
and his extensive archives. Robert Pollard has had an amazing and seemingly endless career in rock
music, but he's also established himself as a consummate artist who works on his own terms. Now
fans can at long last learn the full story behind one of America's greatest living songwriters.
  guided by voices alien lanes: Rock and Roll Cage Match Sean Manning, 2008-08-26 Music
defines us. To return the favor, we’ll stick up with zealous passion for the performers and bands that

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-175/guided-by-voices-alien-lanes.pdf


we love . . . and heap aspersions and ridicule upon people who dare to place their allegiances above
our own. In Rock and Roll Cage Match, today’ s leading cultural critics, humorists, music journalists,
and musicians themselves take sides in thirty of the all-time juiciest “who’s better” musical disputes.
Marc Spitz on the Smiths vs. the Cure: “If the Smiths are its James Dean, the Cure are the Marlon
Brando of modern rock.” Mick Stingley on Van Halen vs. Van Hagar: “Eddie Van Halen
single-handedly (sometimes quite literally) conjured rapturous sounds, and reinvented the idea of
what could be done with a guitar with his sleight of hand. . . . As for the lyrics . . . Where Roth had
been nuanced and clever, relying on double entendres and sexual innuendo, Sammy was ham-fisted
and cloying and just downright embarrassing. Gideon Yago on Nirvana vs. Metallica: “Here is why
Nirvana will always be a better band than Metallica. It’s not because they hit harder (they do). It’s
not because they are tighter (they’re definitely not). . . . It’s because Metallica is fundamentally
about respecting rules—of metal, of production, of technicality—and Nirvana is about breaking those
rules down in the pursuit of innovation. Metallica was metal. Nirvana was something else.” Touré on
Michael Jackson vs. Prince: “[Prince] was the wild son of Jimi, the younger brother of Rick James and
Richard Pryor, the ultrasexual black Casanova who told you up front that he had a dirty mind . . .
Michael held the opposite appeal. His music was often about escaping through dance or being
hopeful about the world.” Russ Meneve on Bruce Springsteen vs. Bon Jovi: “I really, truly mean it
when I say, Mr. Springsteen, no disrespect . . . you are a legend. But in the Battle a da Jerz, when
that thick chemical-waste smoke clears and the overly sprayed mall hair parts, the Jov man is the
last man rockin’.” Whitney Pastorek on Whitney Houston vs. Mariah Carey: “Frankly, dry recitations
of figures are just too easily negated by simple things like, say, bringing up someone’s horrible taste
in choosing movie roles. Watch, I’ll do it right now: Yes, Mariah has seventeen number one singles,
and Whitney only eleven. But Whitney made The Bodyguard, which is basically a classic, and Mariah
starred in Glitter, a colossal suckfest of crapitude that should disqualify her on the spot.”
  guided by voices alien lanes: Project Extreme Brewing Sam Calagione, Todd Alstrom, Jason
Alstrom, 2017-11-14 Learn to make extreme beer from Sam Calagione, founder of Dogfish Head
Craft Brewery, and Jason and Todd Alström of BeerAdvocate in Project Extreme Brewing.
  guided by voices alien lanes: Billboard , 2002-06-22 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the
world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.
  guided by voices alien lanes: Gimme Indie Rock Andrew Earles, 2014-09-15 The ultimate
guide to one of the most revered periods and movements in American rock history.The 1980s are
one of the most ridiculed and parodied epochs in popular music€ ” what with all the skinny lapels,
synthesizers, spandex, and Aqua Net. However, music fans in the know recognize that beneath the
glossy veneer broiled a revolutionary movement of self-directed, anti-corporate, punk-influenced
bands that created a nationwide network from the ground up, thanks to independently recorded
releases, photocopied fanzines, and self-financed tours.In Gimme Indie Rock, music journalist
Andrew Earles describes 500 essential indie-rock albums released by 308 bands and artists from
coast to coast in markets large and small. From giants of the movement (Black Flag, the Minutemen,
Mission of Burma, Fugazi, Superchunk, Melvins, Dead Kennedys, Minor Threat, Hüsker Dü, the
Replacements, Sonic Youth, Mudhoney, Dinosaur Jr., Big Black, the Pixies), to more obscure bands
which nonetheless made their own impacts (Jesus Lizard, Cows, Low, Mercury Rev, Polvo, Squirrel
Bait, Karp, Bongwater, Naked Raygun, Sun City Girls, and many others) and scores of artists who
still await their proper due (Fly Ashtray, Dumptruck, Truly, Man-Sized Action, Steel Pole Bathtub,
godheadSilo, Sorry, Team Dresch, Further, Grifters, World of Pooh, Trumans Water, Malignus Youth,
Eggs, and many more), Earles provides an exhaustive album guide to the era. Earles also features
those bands that cut their teeth on the indie circuit but graduated to a greater degree of mainstream
recognition in the late 1980s and early 1990s (acts like R.E.M., Soul Asylum, Urge Overkill, Hole,
Smashing Pumpkins, and Nirvana), making Gimme Indie Rock is the definitive manual for the best of
American indie music made between 1981 and 1996.



  guided by voices alien lanes: Guided By Voices' Bee Thousand Marc Woodworth,
2006-10-02 Marc Woodworth's book covers the album's long and unorthodox period of writing,
recording, sequencing, and editing. It includes interviews with members of the band, manager Pete
Jamison, web-master and GBV historian Rich Turiel and Robert Griffin of Scat Records. At least
sixty-five songs were recorded and considered for the album and five distinct concepts were rejected
before the band hit upon the records final form. One late version, very nearly released, contained
only a few of Bee Thousand's definitive songs. The rest were left out and nearly ended up in the
boxes of cassette out-takes cluttering up Robert Pollard's basement. The story of Guided By Voices
transformation from an occasional and revolving group of complete unknowns to indie-rock heroes is
very much part of the story behind the making of Bee Thousand. In addition to providing a central
account of how the record was made, Woodworth devotes a substantial chapter to the album's lyrics.
Robert Pollard's lyrics are described by critics, when they're described at all, as a brand of tossed-off
surrealism, as if his verbal sensibility is somehow incidental to the songs themselves. Nothing could
be further from the truth. Woodworth offers a sustained discussion of Pollard's work as a writer of
often sublime, beautiful, and very human lyrics. The third key section of the book covers aesthetics.
Woodworth considers the great appeal of the do-it-yourself nature of Bee Thousand and reflects on
the larger importance of the strain of alternative rock for which this record is a touchstone.
  guided by voices alien lanes: Pocket DJ Sarah Lewitinn, 2012-12-11 Written by Spin writer
and professional DJ Sarah Lewitinn (aka Ultragrrl), THE POCKET DJ provides a comprehensive list
of must-have songs and teaches readers how to create playlists for any situation or based on any
theme. Playlists include absolute crowd pleasers (no matter what the crowd), songs to make you feel
like you're in school (except cool now), songs to clean the house by, songs
not-by-Prince-but-sound-like-it, the best mash-ups on the Web, best covers, best bootlegs, and so on.
Lewitinn describes the finer points of DJing (even if you're the only one listening) and offers tips on
everything from downloading to keeping your music organized. She also offers a peek at what music
industry insiders, writers, performers and celebrities have on their iPods. This professionally guided
tour of the digital music landscape is the perfect gift for anyone who owns an iPod or is thinking
about getting one. Or anyone who simply likes good music.
  guided by voices alien lanes: The Ghost That Ate Us Daniel Kraus, 2023-10-09 You remember
the brutal crime, don’t you? Maybe you read about it on Twitter. Maybe a friend sent you a news
clip. Maybe you saw it on an episode of Spectral Journeys that night you were flipping through
channels, unable to sleep. Maybe after reading the true story, you won’t ever sleep again. On June 1,
2017, six people were killed at a Burger City franchise off I-80 near Jonny, Iowa. It was the bizarre
and gruesome conclusion to nine months of alleged paranormal activity at the fast-food joint—events
popularly known as “the Burger City Poltergeist. ” The story inspired Facebook memes, Twitter
hashtags, Buzzfeed listicles, Saturday Night Live sketches, and more. But the case was never much
more than a punchline...until bestselling writer Daniel Kraus (The Shape of Water, The Living Dead)
decided to head to Iowa to dig up what really happened. Presented here is the definitive story of “the
most exhaustively documented haunting in history,” including—for the first time ever—interviews
with every living survivor of the tragedy. The employees of Burger City were a family. They loved
one another. At least, at the beginning. But love can make you do unspeakable things.
  guided by voices alien lanes: The Mojo Collection Jim Irvin, 2009-06-04 Organised
chronologically and spanning seven decades, The MOJO Collection presents an authoritative and
engaging guide to the history of the pop album via hundreds of long-playing masterpieces, from the
much-loved to the little known. From The Beatles to The Verve, from Duke Ellington to King Tubby
and from Peggy Lee to Sly Stone, hundreds of albums are covered in detail with chart histories, full
track and personnel listings and further listening suggestions. There's also exhaustive coverage of
the soundtrack and hit collections that every home should have. Like all collections, there are
records you listen to constantly, albums you've forgotten, albums you hardly play, albums you love
guiltily and albums you thought you were alone in treasuring, proving The MOJO Collection to be an
essential purchase for those who love and live music



  guided by voices alien lanes: CMJ New Music Report , 2001-10-29 CMJ New Music Report
is the primary source for exclusive charts of non-commercial and college radio airplay and
independent and trend-forward retail sales. CMJ's trade publication, compiles playlists for college
and non-commercial stations; often a prelude to larger success.
  guided by voices alien lanes: The Rough Guide to Rock Peter Buckley, 2003 Compiles
career biographies of over 1,200 artists and rock music reviews written by fans covering every
phase of rock from R & B through punk and rap.
  guided by voices alien lanes: CMJ New Music Monthly , 1995-08 CMJ New Music Monthly, the
first consumer magazine to include a bound-in CD sampler, is the leading publication for the
emerging music enthusiast. NMM is a monthly magazine with interviews, reviews, and special
features. Each magazine comes with a CD of 15-24 songs by well-established bands, unsigned bands
and everything in between. It is published by CMJ Network, Inc.
  guided by voices alien lanes: CMJ New Music Monthly , 1995-07 CMJ New Music Monthly, the
first consumer magazine to include a bound-in CD sampler, is the leading publication for the
emerging music enthusiast. NMM is a monthly magazine with interviews, reviews, and special
features. Each magazine comes with a CD of 15-24 songs by well-established bands, unsigned bands
and everything in between. It is published by CMJ Network, Inc.
  guided by voices alien lanes: Marooned Phil Freeman, 2007-09-10 Featuring original
contributions from today's leading music critics, Marooned is a revealing snapshot of the current
state of pop music criticism. A follow-up and homage to Greil Marcus's rock-and-roll classic
Stranded, Marooned asks the same question: What album would you bring to a desert island, and
why? WITH ESSAYS BY: Matt Ashare * Tom Breihan * Aaron Burgess * Jon Caramanica * Daphne
Carr * Jeff Chang * Ian Christie * Kandia Crazy Horse * John Darnielle * Laina Dawes * Geeta Dayal *
Rob Harvilla * Jess Harvell * Michaelangelo Matos * Anthony Miccio * Amy Phillips * Dave Queen *
Ned Raggett * Simon Reynolds * Chris Ryan * Scott Seward * Greg Tate * Derek Taylor * Douglas
Wolk
  guided by voices alien lanes: American Culture in the 1990s Colin Harrison, 2010-03-31
American Culture in the 1990s focuses on the dramaticcultural transformations of the last decade of
the millennium. Lodgedbetween the fall of Communism and the outbreak of the War on Terror,
the1990s was witness to America's expanding influence across the world but alsoa period of anxiety
and social conflict. National traumas such as the LosAngeles riots, the Oklahoma City bombing and
the impeachment of PresidentClinton lend an apocalyptic air to the decade, but the book looks
beyondthis to a wider context to identify new voices emerging in the nation.Thisis one of the first
attempts to bring together developments taking placeacross a range of different fields: from
Microsoft to the Internet, fromblank fiction to gangsta rap, from abject art to new independent
cinema,and from postfeminism to posthumanism. Students of American culture andgeneral readers
will find this a lively and illuminating introduction to acomplex and immensely varied decade.Key
Features*3 case studies per chapterfeaturing key texts, genres, writers and artists*Chronology of
1990sAmerican Culture*Bibliographies for each chapter*18 black and whiteillustrations
  guided by voices alien lanes: Nothing Has Been Done Before Robert Loss, 2017-12-02 Is there
such a thing today as music that's meaningfully new? In our contemporary era of remixing and retro
styles, cynics and romantics alike cry It's all been done before while record labels and media outlets
proclaim that everything is new. Coded into our daily conversations about popular music, newness
as an artistic and cultural value is too often taken for granted. Nothing Has Been Done Before
instigates a fresh debate about newness in American pop, rock 'n' roll, rap, folk, and R&B made
since the turn of the millennium. Utilizing an interdisciplinary approach that combines music
criticism, philosophy, and the literary essay, Robert Loss follows the stories of a diverse cast of
musicians who seek the new by wrestling with the past, navigating the market, and speaking
politically. The transgressions of Bob Dylan's Love and Theft. The pop spectacle of Katy Perry's 2015
Super Bowl halftime show. Protest songs against the war in Iraq. Nothing Has Been Done Before
argues that performance heard in a historical context always creates a possibility for newness,



whether it's Kendrick Lamar's multi-layered To Pimp a Butterfly, the Afrofuturist visions of Janelle
Monáe, or even a Guided By Voices tribute concert in a local dive bar. Provocative and engaging,
Nothing Has Been Done Before challenges nothing less than how we hear and think about popular
music-its power and its potential.
  guided by voices alien lanes: Vinyl Me, Please Vinyl Me Please, 2017-04-04 The music
experts at the beloved vinyl subscription service share 100 essential albums—from iconic classics to
hidden gems—in this collector’s guide. Brought to you by the subscription club of the same name,
Vinyl Me, Please is a vibrant visual guide to curating must-have records for any music lover’s shelf.
Celebrating artists as varied and influential as Bikini Kill, Aretha Franklin, Wilco, and beyond, each
entry includes an album’s artwork, a short essay from a contributing music writer, and further
suggestions to help you expand your taste and build your collection. This comprehensive
compendium even includes cocktail recipes to pair perfectly with your listening experience.
Essential for both new collectors and die-hard wax-spinners, Vinyl Me, Please revels in the album as
art form and exudes the style, expertise, and passion that all crate-diggers share.
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