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Going to the Source Volume 1 to 1877 The Bedford Reader in American History: A Gateway to
Understanding Early America

going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history offers a compelling window
into the foundational years of the United States. This collection is not just a textbook; it’s an immersive
journey through primary documents, speeches, letters, and essays that shaped the early American
narrative from the colonial period through the post-Civil War era. For students, educators, and history
enthusiasts alike, it provides an invaluable resource to explore the voices and perspectives that defined
America’s formative years.

What Is Going to the Source Volume 1 to 1877 The Bedford
Reader in American History?

At its core, going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history is a carefully
curated anthology of primary sources that covers more than three centuries of American history. Unlike
conventional history books that often present information through secondary analysis, this reader
emphasizes original texts. Readers get to engage directly with documents written by historical figures,
activists, politicians, and everyday citizens, thereby fostering a deeper, more nuanced understanding of the
past.

This approach aligns with modern educational philosophy, which encourages critical thinking and source
analysis skills in students. Instead of passively receiving historical facts, readers actively interpret and
evaluate firsthand accounts, making history come alive in its authentic form.

The Importance of Primary Sources in Studying American
History

Why Primary Sources Matter

Primary sources are the bedrock of historical study. They provide unfiltered access to the thoughts,
emotions, and contexts that shaped events. Going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in



american history allows learners to bypass the layers of interpretation that come with textbooks and
scholarly articles and instead dive into the original materials that historians rely on.

By engaging with documents such as the Declaration of Independence, slave narratives, early newspaper
excerpts, and political speeches, readers gain insight into the complexity of historical events. They see the
contradictions, the debates, and the human experiences that textbooks can sometimes gloss over.

Developing Critical Thinking Through Document Analysis

One of the greatest benefits of using the Bedford Reader is how it encourages users to think critically. Each
primary source comes with contextual information and questions that prompt readers to consider the
author’s perspective, purpose, and the broader historical implications. This analytical process helps students
develop skills not only useful in history but across disciplines — such as evaluating bias, understanding
rhetoric, and synthesizing information.

Exploring the Scope: From Colonial Beginnings to Reconstruction

Going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history covers a vast timeline,
making it a comprehensive resource for understanding America’s early development.

Colonial America and the Road to Independence

The reader begins with documents from the colonial period, including letters from settlers, religious texts,
and early government charters. These sources reveal the struggles and aspirations of early inhabitants as
they navigated relationships with indigenous peoples, European powers, and their own emerging
identities.

Moving closer to the revolutionary period, the Bedford Reader includes pivotal writings such as the Stamp
Act resolutions, Thomas Paine’s *Common Sense*, and excerpts from the Federalist Papers. These
documents illustrate the ideological foundations of American independence and the debates over
governance and liberty.

The Civil War and Reconstruction Era

The volume doesn’t stop at independence; it continues through the tumultuous years of the Civil War and
Reconstruction. Readers encounter speeches by Abraham Lincoln, firsthand accounts of battles, and



narratives from formerly enslaved individuals. This section is especially powerful because it highlights the
conflicting visions of America’s future and the profound social changes underway.

By reading these original texts, learners witness the emotional and political intensity of the era, gaining a
richer appreciation of the challenges faced by the nation as it sought to reconcile unity with justice.

How to Make the Most of Going to the Source Volume 1 to 1877
The Bedford Reader in American History

Tips for Students

- **Engage Actively:** Don’t just read the documents passively. Take notes, underline key phrases, and ask
yourself questions about the author’s intent and historical context.
- **Use Supplementary Materials:** The Bedford Reader often includes introductions and footnotes that
provide essential background. Don’t skip these—they help frame the documents and clarify complex
references.
- **Compare Perspectives:** Look for contrasting viewpoints within the reader. For example, compare a
Southern politician’s speech with a Northern abolitionist’s letter to understand the era’s divisions.
- **Connect to Modern Issues:** Many themes in the reader—such as debates over freedom, equality, and
governance—remain relevant today. Reflecting on these connections can deepen your understanding of
both history and current events.

Tips for Educators

- **Incorporate Document-Based Questions:** Use the primary sources as the basis for classroom discussions,
essays, or research projects.
- **Encourage Collaborative Analysis:** Group work can help students explore different angles and
interpretations of the same document.
- **Highlight Diverse Voices:** The Bedford Reader includes materials from a variety of perspectives,
including Native Americans, women, and enslaved people. Emphasizing these voices helps create a more
inclusive historical narrative.
- **Link to Broader Curricula:** Use the reader alongside textbooks and multimedia resources to provide a
multifaceted approach to American history.



The Bedford Reader’s Role in Modern American History
Education

In an age where critical media literacy is increasingly important, going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the
bedford reader in american history plays a vital role in fostering analytical skills. By training students to
evaluate original documents, the reader prepares them to approach information — whether historical or
contemporary — with a discerning eye.

Moreover, this volume supports the Common Core and other educational standards that emphasize
evidence-based writing and reasoning. Using the Bedford Reader, students learn to cite primary evidence,
build arguments, and understand the complexities of historical narratives.

Where to Find Going to the Source Volume 1 to 1877 The
Bedford Reader in American History

For those interested in acquiring this resource, it is widely available through academic bookstores, online
retailers, and university libraries. Many editions come with additional digital supplements, including
interactive timelines and document databases, enhancing the learning experience.

Libraries often provide access to both print and electronic versions, making it convenient for students to
explore the material anytime. For educators, adopting the Bedford Reader as a core text can enrich
curriculum design and classroom engagement.

---

Going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history is more than just a collection
of texts; it’s an invitation to step directly into the past and hear the voices that forged a nation. Whether
you’re a student aiming to grasp early American history more deeply or an educator seeking to inspire
critical inquiry, this volume offers a powerful path to understanding America’s complex and vibrant story.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Going to the Source Volume 1 to 1877' in The Bedford Reader
series?
'Going to the Source Volume 1 to 1877' is a collection of primary source documents included in The
Bedford Reader, designed to provide readers with original historical texts from American history up to the



year 1877.

How does 'Going to the Source Volume 1 to 1877' enhance understanding
of American history?
By presenting primary documents such as speeches, letters, and official records, it allows readers to engage
directly with historical voices and perspectives, fostering critical thinking and a deeper understanding of
events and contexts.

Who are some of the key historical figures featured in 'Going to the
Source Volume 1 to 1877'?
The volume includes writings and speeches from figures such as Thomas Jefferson, Frederick Douglass,
Abraham Lincoln, and other influential leaders and activists from early American history through
Reconstruction.

What time period does 'Going to the Source Volume 1 to 1877' cover?
It covers American history from the colonial period through the end of Reconstruction in 1877.

How is 'Going to the Source Volume 1 to 1877' typically used in academic
settings?
It is used as a supplementary text in history and composition courses to help students analyze and write
about historical documents, improving both their historical knowledge and critical reading skills.

Are there discussion questions or activities included with the sources in
Volume 1 to 1877?
Yes, each document is often accompanied by questions and prompts designed to encourage critical analysis
and facilitate classroom discussion.

Where can I purchase or access 'Going to the Source Volume 1 to 1877' in
The Bedford Reader?
It can be purchased through major book retailers, educational publishers, or accessed via university libraries
and their digital resources if available.



Additional Resources
Going to the Source Volume 1 to 1877: The Bedford Reader in American History

going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history stands as a vital resource for
educators, students, and history enthusiasts seeking a comprehensive and primary-document-driven
approach to early American history. This volume, part of the acclaimed Bedford Reader series, offers an
extensive compilation of historical texts, speeches, letters, and firsthand accounts that illuminate the
formative years of the United States up to the year 1877. By prioritizing original sources, this reader
encourages critical engagement with the material, fostering a deeper understanding of the complex social,
political, and cultural dynamics that shaped American history.

Exploring the Foundations of American History Through
Primary Sources

The pedagogical philosophy behind going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american
history hinges on the belief that history is best understood through the voices of those who lived it. Unlike
traditional textbooks that often summarize events and offer interpretive narratives, this reader immerses
users directly in the original documents that reveal the perspectives and experiences of historical figures
and everyday individuals alike. This approach aligns with contemporary educational trends emphasizing
critical thinking and analytical skills, as readers must evaluate the context, bias, and significance of each
source.

By covering a timeline from the pre-Columbian era through Reconstruction, the volume captures a
transformative period marked by colonization, revolution, expansion, and conflict. It is a resource that both
challenges and expands the reader's comprehension of American history, moving beyond textbook
generalizations to present the nuanced realities of the past.

Comprehensive Content and Scope

The Bedford Reader’s first volume is notable for its chronological breadth and thematic diversity. It
includes:

Indigenous perspectives and early encounters with European settlers

Colonial charters, settlers’ diaries, and governance documents

Revolutionary War speeches, pamphlets, and correspondence



Founding documents such as the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution

Antebellum writings addressing slavery, abolition, and social reform

Voices from the Civil War era, including letters from soldiers and political speeches

Reconstruction-era legislation and personal narratives that highlight the challenges of rebuilding the
nation

This diversity enables readers to explore multiple perspectives—political, social, cultural, and
economic—providing a well-rounded understanding of the historical landscape.

Analytical Strengths and Educational Impact

One of the core strengths of going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history
lies in its facilitation of primary source analysis skills. Each document is accompanied by contextual notes,
guiding questions, and sometimes biographical sketches of the authors. This scaffolding supports readers in
deciphering complex language and historical context, while encouraging independent interpretation.

Moreover, the volume’s curated selection highlights the evolution of American identity and ideology,
allowing readers to trace the development of foundational concepts such as liberty, democracy, and
citizenship. The inclusion of lesser-known texts alongside canonical ones broadens the narrative to include
marginalized voices, such as Native Americans, African Americans, women, and immigrants, which are
often underrepresented in traditional historical accounts.

Comparison with Other American History Readers

When compared to other popular American history readers or anthologies, the Bedford Reader volume
distinguishes itself through its rigorous focus on authentic documents rather than secondary summaries.
While some textbooks provide excerpts or synthesized analysis, this volume encourages direct engagement
with original materials.

For instance, unlike the conventional approach found in typical survey textbooks, which might offer a
singular interpretation of an event, this reader presents multiple voices from the same period, allowing
readers to discern contrasting viewpoints. This method promotes a more critical and nuanced
understanding of history, which is invaluable for both undergraduate education and advanced high school
courses.



Potential Limitations

Despite its many advantages, the volume may pose challenges for some readers. The dense historical
language and archaic writing styles can be daunting without adequate guidance. Although editorial notes
assist comprehension, readers unfamiliar with historical research methods might find the material
demanding.

Additionally, the focus on primary sources requires supplementary instruction to fully contextualize events
and connect disparate documents into a cohesive narrative. Therefore, it tends to be most effective when
used in conjunction with lectures, secondary texts, or instructor-led discussions.

Enhancing Historical Literacy and Critical Thinking

In an era of information overload and widespread misinformation, cultivating historical literacy is more
crucial than ever. Going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history serves as an
essential tool for developing these competencies. By encouraging readers to analyze, question, and interpret
original documents, the reader fosters a mindset attuned to evidence-based inquiry.

Its relevance extends beyond academic settings. Understanding the roots of American political and social
structures through authentic voices empowers individuals to engage thoughtfully with contemporary
issues rooted in historical legacies. This volume’s emphasis on primary source analysis aligns well with
Common Core and Advanced Placement standards, making it a popular choice in educational curricula
aimed at strengthening reasoning and argumentation skills.

Integration with Digital Resources

Modern editions of the Bedford Reader often come supplemented with digital resources, including
searchable databases, interactive timelines, and multimedia content. These enhancements further enrich
the user experience by providing immediate access to supplementary materials and diverse modes of
engagement.

Such integration not only aids comprehension but also appeals to contemporary learners accustomed to
digital platforms. It allows educators to customize lessons and incorporate a variety of teaching strategies,
from document-based questions (DBQs) to collaborative research projects.

Who Should Use This Volume?



Given its depth and focus, the volume is particularly well-suited for:

College students enrolled in U.S. history survey or research courses

Advanced high school students preparing for AP U.S. History exams

Educators seeking a primary source-centered curriculum

History enthusiasts interested in firsthand accounts of America’s formative years

Researchers requiring a reliable compilation of foundational documents

For casual readers, the text might require additional background knowledge, but those committed to
exploring American history through original voices will find it an invaluable asset.

The Bedford Reader’s volume on early American history exemplifies a commitment to intellectual rigor
and historical authenticity. By going beyond summary and analysis to present the very words of the past, it
invites readers to engage directly with the complexities and contradictions of America’s journey up to 1877.
This immersive approach not only enriches historical knowledge but also cultivates the critical skills
essential for understanding history’s ongoing impact on the present.

Going To The Source Volume 1 To 1877 The Bedford Reader
In American History

  going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history: Going to
the Source, Volume I: To 1877 Victoria Bissell Brown, Timothy J. Shannon, 2015-12-18 Many
document readers offer lots of sources, but only Going to the Source combines a rich diversity of
primary and secondary sources with in-depth instructions for how to use each type of source.
Mirroring the chronology of the U.S. history survey, each of the main chapters familiarizes students
with a single type of source — from personal letters to political cartoons — while focusing on an
intriguing historical episode such as the Cherokee Removal or the 1894 Pullman Strike. A capstone
chapter in each volume prompts students to synthesize information on a single topic from a variety
of source types. The wide range of topics and sources across 28 chapters provide students with all
they need to become fully engaged with America’s history.
  going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history: Going to
the Source, Volume 1: To 1877 Victoria Bissell Brown, Timothy J. Shannon, 2007-09-04 Lots of
readers offer lots of sources, but only Going to the Source gives students a clear method for how to
use them. The reader's strong pedagogical framework, developed by historians with extensive
teaching experience, helps students learn how to ask fruitful questions in order to evaluate
documents effectively and develop critical reading skills. Mirroring the chronology of the U.S.
history survey, each chapter introduces students to the excitement of working with documents by
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focusing on a single intriguing historical episode. The reader's wide variety of chapter topics that
complement the survey course and its rich diversity of sources -- from personal letters to political
cartoons -- provokes students' interest as it teaches them the skills they need to successfully grapple
with historical sources.
  going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history: Going to
the Source, Volume I: To 1877 Victoria Bissell Brown, Timothy John Shannon, 2019 Many document
readers offer lots of sources, but only Going to the Source combines a rich selection of primary
sources with in-depth instructions for how to use each type of source. Mirroring the chronology of
the U.S. history survey, each chapter familiarizes students with a single type of source while
focusing on an intriguing historical episode such as the Cherokee Removal or the 1894 Pullman
Strike. Students practice working with a diverse range of source types including photographs,
diaries, oral histories, speeches, advertisements, political cartoons, and more. A capstone chapter in
each volume prompts students to synthesize information on a single topic from a variety of source
types. The wide range of topics and sources across 28 chapters provides students with all they need
to become fully engaged with America's history.
  going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history: Going to
the Source 2e V1 + What Did the Declaration Declare? + Jesuit Relations + Abraham
Lincoln, Slavery, and the Civil War Victoria Bissell Brown, Timothy J. Shannon, Joseph J. Ellis,
Alan Greer, 2008-11-21
  going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history: Going to
the Source 2nd Ed Vol 1 + Whose Right to Bear Arms? + What Did the Second Amendment
Protect + Abraham Lincoln, Slavery, and the Civil War + Jesuit Relations Victoria Bissell
Brown, Timothy J. Shannon, Saul Cornell, Michael P. Johnson, 2007-12-11
  going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history: America's
History, Volume 1: To 1877 James A. Henretta, Rebecca Edwards, Robert O. Self, 2011-01-05
America's History helps AP students: Grasp vital themes: The seventh edition emphasizes political
culture and political economy to help students understand the ways in which society, culture,
politics, and the economy inform one another. Understand periodization: America's History's unique
seven-part structure, which organizes history into distinct eras, introduces students to periodization
and helps them understand cause and effect, identify historical continuities, and track change over
time. Develop the skills they need to succeed: America's History's hallmark analytical narrative and
pedagogy help students synthesize what they've learned and interpret history for themselves.--Back
cover.
  going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history: Going to
the Source , 2008
  going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history: Going to
the Source Victoria Bissell Brown, Timothy John Shannon, 2004-01-01
  going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history: America:
A Concise History, Volume One: To 1877 James A. Henretta, Rebecca Edwards, Robert O. Self,
2012-01-09 With fresh interpretations from two new authors, wholly reconceived themes, and a
wealth of cutting-edge scholarship, the Fifth Edition of America: A Concise History is designed to
work perfectly with the way you teach the survey today. Building on the book’s hallmark
strengths—balance, explanatory power, and a brief-yet-comprehensive narrative—as well as its
outstanding full-color visuals and built-in primary sources, authors James Henretta, Rebecca
Edwards, and Robert Self have shaped America into the ideal brief book for the modern survey
course, at a value that can’t be beat.
  going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history: Going to
the Source Victoria Bissell Brown, Timothy John Shannon, 2004
  going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history:
Understanding The American Promise, Volume 1: To 1877 James L. Roark, Michael P. Johnson,
Patricia Cline Cohen, Sarah Stage, Alan Lawson, Susan M. Hartmann, 2011-02-15 In response to the



ever-changing challenges of teaching the survey course, Understanding the American Promise
combines a newly abridged narrative with an innovative chapter architecture to focus students'
attention on what's truly significant. Each chapter is fully designed to guide students'
comprehension and foster their development of historical skills. Brief and affordable but still
balanced in its coverage, this new textbook combines distinctive study aids, a bold new design, and
lively art to give your students a clear pathway to what's important.
  going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history:
Understanding the American Promise, Volume 1 James L. Roark, Michael P. Johnson, Patricia
Cline Cohen, Sarah Stage, Susan M. Hartmann, 2016-12-09 Understanding the American Promise,
Third Edition, features a brief, question-driven narrative that models for students the inquiry-based
methods used by historians and features an innovative active learning pedagogy designed to foster
greater comprehension of the reading. This book includes a full-color map and art program, new
primary documents, and comprehensive supplement options including LaunchPad. It is also
enhanced by LearningCurve, our easy-to-assign adaptive learning system that will ensure students
come to class prepared.?
  going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history: Exploring
American Girlhood through 50 Historic Treasures Ashley E. Remer, Tiffany R. Isselhardt, 2021-05-07
Who are the girls that helped build America? Conventional history books shed little light on the
influence and impact of girls’ contributions to society and culture. This oversight is challenged by
Girl Museum and their team, who give voices to the most neglected, yet profoundly impactful,
historical narratives of American history: young girls. Exploring American Girls’ History through 50
Historic Treasures showcases girls and their experiences through the lens of place and material
culture. Discover how the objects and sites that girls left behind tell stories about America that you
have never heard before. Readers will journey from the first peoples who called the continent home,
to 21st century struggles for civil rights, becoming immersed in stories that show how the local
impacts the global and vice versa, as told by the girls who built America. Their stories, dreams,
struggles, and triumphs are the centerpiece of the nation’s story as never before, helping to define
both the struggle and meaning of being “American.” This full-color book is a must-read for those who
yearn for more balanced representation in historic narratives, as well as an inspiration to young
people, showing them that everyone makes history. It includes color photographs of all the treasured
objects explored.
  going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history: Program of
the Annual Meeting - American Historical Association American Historical Association, 2006 Some
programs include also the programs of societies meeting concurrently with the association.
  going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history: America: A
Concise History, Volume I: To 1877 James A. Henretta, Rebecca Edwards, Robert O. Self,
2012-02-15 With fresh interpretations from two new authors, wholly reconceived themes, and a
wealth of cutting-edge scholarship, the Fifth Edition of America: A Concise History is designed to
work perfectly with the way you teach the survey today. Building on the book’s hallmark
strengths—balance, explanatory power, and a brief-yet-comprehensive narrative—as well as its
outstanding full-color visuals and built-in primary sources, authors James Henretta, Rebecca
Edwards, and Robert Self have shaped America into the ideal brief book for the modern survey
course, at a value that can’t be beat.
  going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history: Going to
the Source/ Pocket Guide to Writing in History Victoria Bissell Brown, Timothy J. Shannon, Mary
Lynn Rampolla, 2009-10-13
  going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history:
Perspectives , 2006
  going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history: Program
of the ... Annual Meeting American Historical Association. Meeting, 2004
  going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history: Program



of the ... Annual Meeting of the American Historical Association American Historical
Association. Meeting, American Historical Association, 2008 Some programs include also the
programs of societies meeting concurrently with the association.
  going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history: OAH
Newsletter , 2004
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