definition of ethos in literature

**Understanding the Definition of Ethos in Literature**

Definition of ethos in literature is a foundational concept that plays a critical role in shaping how readers
perceive characters, narrators, and even authors themselves. Ethos, derived from the Greek word meaning
“character” or “custom,” relates to the ethical appeal or credibility that a speaker or writer establishes with
their audience. In literary contexts, ethos helps create trust, establish authority, and build a connection that
makes the narrative or argument more persuasive and engaging. Grasping this concept opens up a deeper

understanding of how texts influence readers beyond just the storyline or information presented.

What Is Ethos in Literature?

Ethos is one of the three classical modes of persuasion defined by Aristotle, alongside pathos (emotional
appeal) and logos (logical appeal). While pathos tugs at the heartstrings and logos appeals to reason, ethos is
all about establishing credibility. In literature, this translates to how a character’s personality, values, or

moral compass is portrayed to convince readers of their reliability or integrity.

When an author creates ethos, they are shaping the character’s authority or trustworthiness, which affects
how readers interpret their actions, motivations, and the overall message. For example, a hero portrayed as
honest and just gains ethos, making their decisions more compelling. Conversely, a villain with dubious

morals might have low ethos, influencing readers to distrust or challenge their viewpoint.

The Role of Ethos in Narration

Ethos isn’t limited to characters; it also applies strongly to narrators. The narrator’s credibility can shape the
entire narrative experience. A first-person narrator who demonstrates knowledge, fairness, and insight
builds ethos, encouraging readers to trust their recounting of events. On the other hand, an unreliable

narrator with questionable motives or biases challenges readers to question the truthfulness of the story.
For instance, in literary works like Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Tell-Tale Heart,” the narrator’s disturbed

mental state undermines their ethos, creating suspense and ambiguity. This use of ethos adds complexity

and depth to the reading experience.

How Ethos Shapes Character Development



Ethos in literature is a powerful tool for character development. Writers use ethos to reveal a character’s
values, beliefs, and social standing, which in turn influences how readers relate to them. A character’s ethos

can evolve throughout a story, reflecting growth, change, or deterioration.

Building Credibility Through Actions and Speech

One of the primary ways authors establish ethos is through a character’s behavior and dialogue. Consistent
actions that align with stated beliefs reinforce a character’s credibility. For example, a protagonist who

champions justice and continually acts with integrity strengthens their ethos.
Conversely, contradictions between words and actions can undermine ethos, creating tension or revealing

complexity. A character who preaches honesty but frequently lies may evoke skepticism or intrigue from

readers.

Ethos and Moral Dilemmas

Ethos becomes particularly interesting when characters face ethical challenges. Their choices under
pressure reveal their true character and either bolster or weaken their ethos. This dynamic invites readers

to engage with moral questions and consider the nature of integrity.

Authors often use ethos to explore themes of honor, reputation, and trust. Characters who maintain strong

ethos despite adversity often become symbols of virtue or resilience, resonating deeply with readers.

Ethos in Literary Analysis and Criticism

Understanding the definition of ethos in literature is essential for literary analysis and criticism. When
analyzing texts, recognizing how ethos functions helps unravel the layers of meaning and persuasion

embedded in storytelling.

Evaluating the Author’s Ethos

Beyond characters and narrators, the author’s own ethos influences how a text is received. Writers establish
ethos through their style, tone, and the credibility of the information they provide. In genres like historical

fiction or nonfiction, establishing ethos is crucial to gain reader trust.

Critics often examine how an author’s ethos interacts with the text’s themes and audience expectations. For



example, a respected author tackling controversial subjects may use ethos to navigate sensitive topics with

authority and empathy.

Ethos and Reader Engagement

Ethos also plays a significant role in reader engagement. When readers perceive a trustworthy voice or
compelling character ethos, they are more likely to be invested in the story. This emotional investment can

heighten the impact of the narrative’s themes and messages.
In persuasive literature, such as speeches or essays embedded within stories, ethos works alongside logos

and pathos to create a balanced and effective argument. An author skilled in ethos can subtly guide readers

toward particular interpretations or responses.

Examples of Ethos in Literature

Seeing ethos in action helps clarify its role and importance. Here are a few notable examples from literature

that illustrate how ethos functions:

¢ Atticus Finch in "To Kill a Mockingbird": Atticus embodies ethos through his unwavering
commitment to justice and moral integrity. His credibility as a lawyer and a father makes him a

trusted figure in the narrative.

¢ Jane Eyre in "Jane Eyre": Jane’s ethos is constructed through her honesty, resilience, and strong

sense of self. Readers trust her perspective, which drives the novel’s emotional core.

¢ Nick Carraway in "The Great Gatsby™: As the narrator, Nick’s ethos is central. His attempt to present

himself as unbiased and observant shapes how readers perceive the story and characters.

Tips for Recognizing and Using Ethos in Writing

For students, writers, and literature enthusiasts, understanding how to identify and utilize ethos can

enhance both analysis and creation of texts.



Identifying Ethos in Texts

- Pay attention to how characters or narrators present themselves and their values.
- Notice consistency between a character’s words and actions.
- Look for moments where credibility is challenged or reinforced.

- Consider the author’s background and style in nonfiction or meta-narratives.

Incorporating Ethos in Your Writing

- Establish your credibility early by demonstrating knowledge and fairness.
- Use clear, confident language that aligns with your message.
- Show consistency in your arguments or character traits.

- Address counterarguments respectfully to strengthen trust.
By consciously applying ethos, writers can create more persuasive, relatable, and impactful works.

Ethos remains a vital element in literature, connecting readers to the ethical and moral dimensions of
storytelling. Whether through a noble hero, a trustworthy narrator, or the author’s own voice, ethos shapes
how stories resonate and endure. Exploring this concept not only enriches literary appreciation but also

hones critical thinking and communication skills.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of ethos in literature?

In literature, ethos refers to the credibility, character, or ethical appeal that a writer or speaker establishes to

persuade the audience.

How does ethos function in literary works?

Ethos functions by establishing the author's or character's trustworthiness and moral character to convince

the audience of their argument or perspective.

Why is ethos important in literary analysis?

Ethos is important because it helps readers understand how characters or narrators gain credibility and

influence the audience's perception within the text.



Can ethos be used by characters in fiction?

Yes, characters in fiction often use ethos to build trust or authority when they speak or act, influencing

other characters and readers.

How is ethos different from pathos and logos in literature?

Ethos appeals to ethics and credibility, pathos appeals to emotions, and logos appeals to logic and reason.

Together, they are rhetorical strategies used to persuade.

What are some examples of ethos in literature?

An example of ethos is a character in a novel who is portrayed as honest and reliable, which makes their

viewpoint more convincing to the reader.

How can authors establish ethos in their writing?

Authors establish ethos by demonstrating knowledge, fairness, moral integrity, and by referencing credible

sources or creating trustworthy characters.

Is ethos only relevant in persuasive texts?

While ethos is prominent in persuasive texts, it is also relevant in narrative literature where character

credibility affects the story's believability and impact.

How does ethos impact the reader’s engagement with a literary work?

Ethos impacts engagement by fostering trust and connection between the reader and the author or

characters, making the message more compelling and believable.

Additional Resources

**Understanding the Definition of Ethos in Literature: An Analytical Perspective**

definition of ethos in literature serves as a foundational concept in literary studies and rhetoric, capturing
the essence of character and credibility within a narrative or discourse. Ethos, derived from the Greek
word meaning "character” or "custom,” plays a pivotal role in shaping how readers perceive and engage
with a text. Unlike pathos or logos, which appeal to emotion and logic respectively, ethos centers on the
ethical appeal and the trustworthiness of the speaker, narrator, or author. This article delves into the
multifaceted nature of ethos in literature, exploring its definition, practical applications, and significance in

both classical and contemporary works.



What Is Ethos in Literature?

At its core, ethos refers to the ethical character or credibility that a writer or speaker establishes to persuade
their audience. In literature, ethos manifests through the voice of the narrator, the moral framework of
characters, and the implied values within the text. The definition of ethos in literature extends beyond
mere credibility—it encompasses the cultural and moral dimensions that inform a text’s authority and

authenticity.

Ethos is not static; it is constructed and communicated through language, tone, style, and narrative choices.
For example, an unreliable narrator may deliberately undermine their own ethos to create ambiguity or
tension. Conversely, a character depicted as virtuous and wise can enhance the ethos of a story, encouraging

readers to trust the moral messages embedded within the narrative.

Ethos Versus Other Rhetorical Appeals

Understanding ethos requires distinguishing it from the other classical rhetorical appeals, pathos and logos.
While ethos appeals to ethics and character, pathos targets the audience’s emotions, and logos appeals to logic
and reason. The interplay among these appeals often determines the persuasiveness of a literary work or

argument.

- ¥Ethos**: Establishes credibility and trustworthiness.
- ¥Pathos**: Evokes emotional responses such as pity, anger, or joy.

- ¥ ogos™*: Relies on logical reasoning and evidence.

In literature, ethos might be conveyed through the author's reputation or through the moral integrity of

the characters, whereas in rhetoric, it often pertains to the speaker’s perceived authority.

Historical Context and Evolution of Ethos

The concept of ethos traces back to Aristotle’s *Rhetoric*, where he identified it as one of the three modes
of persuasion. Aristotle emphasized that ethos is “persuasion through character,” suggesting that an audience

is more likely to be persuaded if the speaker appears knowledgeable, virtuous, and benevolent.

Over centuries, the application of ethos evolved, particularly in literary criticism and theory. In classical
literature, ethos was closely tied to the archetype of the hero or the moral compass of a narrative. In
modern literature, ethos often takes on more nuanced forms, reflecting complex identities and ethical

dilemmas rather than clear-cut virtues.

The contemporary definition of ethos in literature thus accommodates multiple layers of interpretation,



including postmodern skepticism and the questioning of authority, which can challenge or subvert

traditional ethical appeals.

Ethos in Character Development

One of the most significant roles of ethos in literature is shaping character development and reader
perception. A character’s ethos is established through their actions, dialogue, and the narrator’s descriptions,

which together inform the reader about their values and reliability.

- ¥Protagonists with strong ethos** often embody traits such as honesty, courage, and wisdom, which foster
reader empathy and alignment.
- ¥ Antagonists or flawed characters** may either lack ethos or possess a corrupted form of it, complicating

the moral landscape of the narrative.

For instance, in Harper Lee’s *To Kill a Mockingbird*, Atticus Finch’s ethos is central to the novel’s moral
argument. His integrity and commitment to justice bolster the ethical appeal of the story, influencing

readers to trust his perspective.

Techniques for Establishing Ethos in Literature

Authors employ a variety of techniques to build ethos within their works. These methods contribute both

to the credibility of the narrator and the ethical underpinnings of the story.

1. Narrative Voice and Tone

The choice of narrator—first-person, third-person omniscient, unreliable—affects ethos profoundly. A
reliable narrator with a consistent and sincere tone tends to establish stronger ethos, whereas an unreliable

narrator might create intentional ambiguity.

2. Characterization

Detailed and consistent characterization helps readers assess a character’s ethos. The author may reveal

virtues, flaws, or contradictions that shape how readers interpret the character’s credibility.



3. Ethical Dilemmas and Moral Choices

Presenting characters with ethical decisions allows readers to evaluate their ethos in action. The

consequences of these choices often reinforce or undermine their moral standing.

4. Language and Style

The sophistication, clarity, and appropriateness of language contribute to ethos. For example, formal diction

might suggest authority, while colloquial language might create intimacy or relatability.

The Impact of Ethos on Reader Engagement and Interpretation

The presence and quality of ethos in literature significantly influence how readers engage with a text.
When ethos is clearly established, readers are more inclined to accept the narrative’s worldview and moral
framework. Conversely, ambiguous or conflicting ethos can provoke critical reflection or skepticism.

Ethos also affects the interpretation of themes and messages within literature. Texts with strong ethical

appeals often resonate in cultural and social contexts, inspiring discussions around justice, identity, and

human wvalues.

Comparative Insights: Ethos in Different Literary Genres

Ethos manifests differently across literary genres, adapting to the specific conventions and audience
expectations.

¢ Epic and Classical Literature: Ethos is often embodied by heroic ideals and moral exemplars.

e Modernist Literature: Ethos can be fragmented or questioned, reflecting existential uncertainty.

e Postmodern Literature: Ethos is frequently deconstructed, with unreliable narrators and meta-

narrative techniques challenging traditional authority.

¢ Persuasive and Didactic Literature: Ethos is explicitly crafted to build trust and authority, often

through direct appeals to the reader’s ethical sensibilities.



These variations illustrate how the definition of ethos in literature remains flexible, influenced by historical

and cultural shifts.

Challenges in Identifying Ethos

While ethos is a critical element of literary analysis, identifying and interpreting it can be challenging.

Several factors complicate this process:
1. Subjectivity: Readers’ own values and biases influence how they perceive ethos.
2. Unreliable Narrators: Deliberate manipulation of ethos can mislead or challenge readers.

3. Complex Characters: Characters often display contradictory traits, making ethos multifaceted.

4. Cultural Differences: Variations in ethical norms affect the reception of ethos across diverse audiences.

These complexities demand nuanced and contextualized readings, highlighting the dynamic nature of

ethos in literature.

Ethos and Modern Digital Literature

The digital age has introduced new dimensions to the concept of ethos, especially in online storytelling,
blogs, and social media literature. Here, ethos extends beyond textual elements to include the author’s
digital persona, social credibility, and audience interactions. This evolution reflects the broader cultural

shifts in how authority and trustworthiness are constructed and perceived.

The integration of multimedia elements—such as images, videos, and hyperlinks—also influences ethos by

providing additional layers of authenticity or persuasion.

Understanding the definition of ethos in literature not only enriches literary analysis but also deepens
appreciation for the ethical dimensions embedded in storytelling. By examining ethos, readers gain insight
into the moral fabric of texts and the intricate relationship between author, character, and audience. This
exploration reveals ethos as a dynamic force that shapes narrative meaning and cultural significance

throughout literary history and into the modern era.



Definition Of Ethos In Literature

definition of ethos in literature: Frederick Douglass's Curious Audiences Terry Baxter,
2004-05 This book attempts to answer a fundamental question: How did Douglass manage to
persuade anyone about the evils of slavery, and even impress viewers with his personal qualities,
when his speeches were commonly considered mere entertainment, in the same category as
Barnum's circus acts? In answering this question, Terry Baxter provides a means of understanding
the positive responses of Frederick Douglass's white audiences and African American celebrities'
roles as both objects of consumption and vehicles for social change.

definition of ethos in literature: Introduction To English Prose (According To NEP -
2020) Amit Ganguli, , Kanika Aggarwal, 2022-12-20 1. An Introduction to Indian Writing in English,
2. Elements of Short Story, 3. Types of Prose and Prose Style, 4. Prose Devices, 5. Short Stories, 6.
Short Stories, 7.Prose, 8. Prose

definition of ethos in literature: English Language and Literature for the IB Diploma
Lindsay Tandy, Alice Gibbons, Joseph Koszary, 2020-02-17 Developed in cooperation with the
International Baccalaureate® Everything you need to deliver a rich, concept-based approach for the
new IB Diploma English Language and Literature course. - Navigate seamlessly through all aspects
of the syllabus with in-depth coverage of the key concepts underpinning the new course structure
and content - Investigate the three areas of exploration in detail and engage with global issues to
help students become flexible, critical readers - Provide a variety of texts with a breadth of reading
material and forms from a diverse pool of authors - Engaging activities are provided to test
understanding of each topic and develop skills - guiding answers are available to check your
responses - Identify opportunities to make connections across the syllabus, with explicit reference to
TOK, EE and CAS

definition of ethos in literature: Literature, Rhetoric and Values Randy Allen Harris, Shelley
Hulan, Murray McArthur, 2014-07-24 The essays in this collection combine cutting-edge literary and
rhetorical scholarship to investigate the evolving values of the modern world, confronting such
issues as torture, genocide, environmental apocalypse, and post-traumatic stress syndrome. First
delivered as part of the vibrant ideas exchange of an international conference, they are the product
of rigorous selection and review undertaken with an emphasis on their complementarity. The
authors include established scholars such as gr ...

definition of ethos in literature: English Prose and Computer & Writing Skilis - SBPD
Publications Amit Ganguli, , Kanika Agarwal, 2022-02-17 1. An Introduction To Indian Writing in
English, 2. Elements of Short Story, 3. Types of Prose and Prose Style Autobiography, 4. Prose
Devices Theme, 5. Short Stories, 6. Short Stories, 7. Prose, 8. Prose, 9.Computer and Writing Skills
in English.

definition of ethos in literature: Women and Literature Jolanda Cornish, 2008-05 Essays
exploring women's worlds using literary works, diaries, or travel narratives.

definition of ethos in literature: Research Product - U.S. Army Research Institute for
the Behavioral and Social Sciences , 2005

definition of ethos in literature: Poetic Prophecy in Western Literature Jan Wojcik,
Raymond-Jean Frontain, 1984 In this collection of twelve essays, the editors attempt to define the
poet as prophet in Western literature and to select the general attributes of prophetic writing. The
essays focus, in the main, on the prophetic tradition in the English-speaking world, as well as on a
sufficient number of writers outside that tradition, to prove that all prophetic writing shares common
features.

definition of ethos in literature: Pathos in English Medieval Literature Michaela Paasche
Grudin, 1974

definition of ethos in literature: LUX: Studies in Greek and Latin Literature Myrto Aloumpi,
Antony Augoustakis, 2024-10-21 This volume of essays in honor of Lucia Athanassaki offers a great



https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-175/definition-of-ethos-in-literature.pdf

variety of chapters on a number of topics in Greek and Latin literature and genres, from Greek epic
and lyric poetry to Greek drama and late antiquity, Greek historiography, and Latin lyric poetry.

definition of ethos in literature: A Multicultural Dictionary of Literary Terms Gary Carey,
Mary Ellen Snodgrass, 2024-10-14 What is a corrido? What is the difference between a tanka, a
choka and a renga? What does it mean when you're doing the dozens? What is a Bildungsroman?
This dictionary of literary terms provides the student, scholar, librarian, or researcher with
definitions, explanations, and models of the styles and forms of works of literature. Along with novel,
tone, tragedy, and scansion are haiku, noh, griot, and other terms that derive from works long
undervalued by the literary world. The examples come from a very broad field of authors--reflecting
a spirit of inclusion of all people, races and literary traditions. The editors have elected to quote from
literary examples that students are likely to have read and to which they most readily relate (for
instance, Angelou's [ Know Why the Caged Bird Sings was preferred over a work such as Paradise
Lost, which fewer students have read and understand). Included is a listing of poets laureate to the
Library of Congress, literature winners of the Pulitzer and Nobel prizes, Booker McConnell Prize
winners, a time line of world literature and an index.

definition of ethos in literature: Perspectives and Approaches Frans H. van Eemeren, Rob
Grootendorst, J. Anthony Blair, Charles A. Willard, 2011-07-13 No detailed description available for
Perspectives and Approaches.

definition of ethos in literature: The Impact of Idealism: Volume 3, Aesthetics and
Literature Nicholas Boyle, Liz Disley, Christoph Jamme, Ian Cooper, 2013-11-21 The first study of
its kind, The Impact of Idealism assesses the impact of classical German philosophy on science,
religion and culture. This third volume explores German Idealism's impact on the literature, art and
aesthetics of the last two centuries. Each essay focuses on the legacy of an idea or concept from the
high point of German philosophy around 1800, tracing out its influence on the intervening period
and its importance for contemporary discussions. As well as a broad geographical and historical
range, including Greek tragedy, George Eliot, Thomas Mann and Samuel Beckett, and key musicians
and artists such as Wagner, Andy Warhol and Frank Lloyd Wright, the volume's thematic focus is
broad. Engaging closely with the key aesthetic texts of German Idealism, this collection uses
examples from literature, music, art, architecture and museum studies to demonstrate Idealism's
continuing influence.

definition of ethos in literature: Encyclopedia of Rhetoric Thomas O. Sloane, 2001 The
Encyclopedia of Rhetoric is a comprehensive survey of the latest research--as well as the
foundational teachings--in this broad field. Featuring 150 original, signed articles by leading
scholars from many different fields of study it brings together knowledge from classics, philosophy,
literature, literary theory, cultural studies, speech and communications. The Encyclopedia surveys
basic concepts (speaker, style and audience); elements; genres; terms (fallacies, figures of speech);
and the rhetoric of non-Western cultures and cultural movements. It covers rhetoric as the art of
proof and persuasion; as the language of public speech and communication; and as a theoretical
approach and critical tool used in the study of literature, art, and culture at large, including new
forms of communication such as the internet. The Encyclopedia is the most wide ranging reference
work of its kind, combining theory, history, and practice, with a special emphasis on public speaking,
performance and communication. Cross-references, bibliographies after each article, and synoptic
and topical indexes further enhance the work. Written for students, teachers, scholars and writers
the Encyclopedia of Rhetoric is the definitive reference work on this powerful discipline.

definition of ethos in literature: Literary Meaning Wendell V. Harris, 1998 In this clearly
written and accessible book, (Wendell) Harris sets out to expose the inadequacies of current
methods and trends in literary criticism. . . . The book's greatest strength is its lucid presentation of
critical works, which are then shown to be compromised by fallacies and flaws.-- CHOICE.

definition of ethos in literature: Applied Business Rhetoric Elizabeth C. Tomlinson,
2023-12-21 In this book, Elizabeth C. Tomlinson offers a rich analysis of the ways that rhetorical
principles inform the world of work. With in-depth, engaging examples from across business,



Tomlinson draws on a broad range of rhetorical scholarship including both ancient and
contemporary works, as well as on select materials from management and entrepreneurship. The
author shows how principles such as audience, ethos, stasis, kairos, metaphor, topoi, and visual
rhetoric inform the development and survival of businesses. With extensive examples from surveys
and interviews with business owners, archival trade journal data, business plans, annual reports,
corporate social media, pitch competitions, ESG reporting, case studies, and business websites,
Applied Business Rhetoric demonstrates how arguments can be successfully constructed across
multiple business genres, and illustrates the usefulness of applied rhetoric for both building and
analyzing arguments. Scholars of rhetoric, professional writing, and business communication will
find this book of particular interest.

definition of ethos in literature: The Literature of the Indian Diaspora Vijay Mishra,
2007-09-12 Exploring the work of key writers from across the globe, this significant contribution to
diaspora theory constitutes a major study of the literature and other cultural texts of the Indian
diaspora.

definition of ethos in literature: Revolting Families Carrie Smith, 2013-10-30 Revolting
Families places the literary depiction of familial and intimate relations in 1960s West Germany
against the backdrop of public discourse on the political significance of the private sphere. Carrie
Smith-Prei focuses on debut works by German authors considered to be part of the “new” and
“black” realism movements: Dieter Wellershoff, Rolf Dieter Brinkmann, Gisela Elsner, and Renate
Rasp. Each of the works by these authors uses depictions of neurosis, disgust, vertigo, or violence to
elicit a reaction in readers that calls them to political, social, or ethical action. Revolting Families
thus extends the concept of negativity, which has long been part of post-war German philosophical
and aesthetic theory, to the body in German literature and culture. Through an analysis of these
texts and of contextual discourse, Smith-Prei develops a theoretical concept of corporeal negativity
that works to provoke socio-political engagement with the private sphere.

definition of ethos in literature: The Blueprint of History of English Literature (As Per
NEP-2020 Model Syllabus) Dr. Samir Kumar Hui, 2025-04-21

definition of ethos in literature: Women's Vision in Western Literature Laurence M. Porter,
2005-02-28 From ancient Greece through the present day, women writers have confronted the male
urge to make war by imagining communities in which intuitive bonding among individuals questions
and replaces masculinist values of aggression and competition. Women's Vision in Western
Literature traces the gender gap in literature from 600 B.C. to the present day through an
examination of seven extraordinary women writers from Sappho to Christa Wolf. Combining close
readings with a comprehensive overview of the careers of these women, Porter shows how the
threat, the experience, and the aftermath of war incites them to imagine tolerant, empathic
communities. This careful consideration of these seven great writers brings to light an
underappreciated aspect of Western women's writing. Starting with Sappho, Porter illustrates this
ancient poet's ability to rewrite the Homeric war rhetoric to reflect a non-possessive love
experience. Marie de France arranges traditional animal fables to imply an open-ended
situation-ethics, according to the author, and Madame de Stael—in a Europe torn by Napoleonic
conquests—advocates cross-cultural unions among countries. In the works of Mary Shelley, we see
the warnings of the dangers of vainglorious, soulless technology, and Virginia Woolf depicts intuitive
bonding beyond gender stereotypes, amid the ruins of war and crumbling empire. He shows how
Marguerite Yourcenar dreams of a new era of world peace after Hitler's defeat, and how Christa
Wolf tries to cope with her country's Nazi past even as she reaffirms European identity threatened
by annihilations in nuclear conflict.
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