all clear connie willis

**Exploring the Depths of "All Clear” by Connie Willis: A Masterpiece of Time Travel and Historical

Fiction**

all clear connie willis is a phrase that immediately draws the attention of science fiction and historical
fiction enthusiasts alike. This novel, penned by the acclaimed author Connie Willis, stands as a remarkable
sequel to her earlier work, "Blackout," and together they form a compelling duology that masterfully
blends time travel with the harrowing realities of World War II. If you’re curious about what makes "All
Clear" such a beloved and critically acclaimed book, this article will dive deep into its themes, characters,

and the unique storytelling approach that Connie Willis brings to the table.

Who is Connie Willis?

Before delving into "All Clear," it’s important to understand the author behind the story. Connie Willis is a
celebrated American writer best known for her science fiction works, particularly those involving time
travel. Her writing often features a mix of humor, historical detail, and emotional depth, which has earned
her numerous Hugo and Nebula Awards. Willis has a talent for making complex scientific ideas accessible

while weaving in rich, empathetic characters and thought-provoking narratives.

What is "All Clear" About?

"All Clear" continues the journey of historians from the future who travel back in time to observe
significant historical events firsthand. The novel focuses on the experiences of a group of time-traveling
historians who become trapped in London during the Blitz, the intense bombing campaign carried out by

Nazi Germany against Britain in World War 1L

The Plot in a Nutshell

The story picks up where "Blackout” left off, with characters like Polly Churchill and Michael Davies
navigating the dangers of wartime London. As they try to complete their mission and find a way back to
their time, they face numerous obstacles—from the chaos of bombed-out streets to the constant threat of

being discovered as time travelers, which could have catastrophic consequences.

The narrative expertly combines suspense, historical accuracy, and emotional resonance. Readers are

immersed in the vivid depiction of 1940s London, experiencing the courage and resilience of ordinary



people amidst extraordinary circumstances.

Key Themes in "All Clear" by Connie Willis

Connie Willis doesn’t just tell a story; she explores profound themes that resonate on multiple levels.

The Intersection of History and Science Fiction

"All Clear" is a brilliant example of how science fiction can be used to enrich historical fiction. Through the
concept of time travel, Willis allows readers to witness history from a unique perspective. The historians
are not mere observers; their presence and actions highlight the complexities of interacting with the past

and the ethical dilemmas involved.

Human Resilience and the Impact of War

One of the most compelling aspects of "All Clear" is its portrayal of human endurance. The characters
endure bombings, loss, and fear, yet they also display kindness, humor, and hope. Willis captures the spirit

of the British people during the Blitz, showcasing their ability to persevere despite overwhelming odds.

The Fragility and Fluidity of Time

The novel delves into the concept of time as something fragile and easily disrupted. The historians’ mission
is jeopardized by unexpected events, and the consequences of altering history are a constant concern. This
theme adds a layer of tension and philosophical inquiry that elevates the narrative beyond a simple

adventure story.

Characters That Bring "All Clear” to Life

Connie Willis’s strength lies in her well-crafted characters, and "All Clear" is no exception.

Polly Churchill and Michael Davies

These two historians serve as the emotional core of the novel. Polly’s determination and resourcefulness



complement Michael’s more cautious and analytical nature. Their relationship evolves naturally, reflecting

the stress and intimacy that arise from sharing life-threatening experiences.

The Supporting Cast

From fellow time travelers to Londoners enduring the Blitz, the supporting characters add depth and
texture to the story. Each one is portrayed with nuance, avoiding stereotypes and capturing the diversity

of human responses to crisis.

Why "All Clear" Stands Out in Time Travel Literature

"All Clear" is not just another time travel story; it is a richly layered narrative that offers several unique

contributions to the genre.

Meticulous Historical Research

Willis’s attention to detail is evident throughout the book. The vivid descriptions of wartime London, the
accurate depiction of events, and the use of authentic language immerse readers in the period. This level of

research enhances the believability of the story and educates readers about a significant era of history.

Emotional and Intellectual Engagement

The novel balances thrilling plot developments with moments of introspection. Readers are invited to
consider the ethical implications of time travel, the nature of history, and the human capacity for both

destruction and compassion.

A Seamless Blend of Genres

By combining elements of historical fiction, science fiction, romance, and thriller, "All Clear" appeals to a
broad audience. This genre fusion is handled skillfully, ensuring that the story remains coherent and

compelling.



Tips for Readers New to Connie Willis and "All Clear”

If you’re considering diving into "All Clear" but haven’t read "Blackout," it’s highly recommended to start
with the first book. The two novels are tightly connected, and understanding the characters’ backstories

and the initial time travel mission will enhance your reading experience.

Additionally, to fully appreciate the historical context, some background reading on the Blitz and World
‘War II Britain can be helpful. This can enrich your understanding of the stakes and challenges faced by the

characters.

Impact and Recognition of "All Clear”

Since its publication, "All Clear" has garnered significant acclaim. It has won prestigious awards such as the

Hugo and Nebula Awards for Best Novel, underscoring its quality and importance in speculative fiction.

Critics and readers alike praise the book for its emotional depth, historical authenticity, and imaginative
storytelling. It’s frequently cited as one of Connie Willis’s best works and a standout example of how

speculative fiction can illuminate history.

Exploring Further: Related Works and Themes

If you find "All Clear" captivating, you might want to explore other works by Connie Willis that explore
similar themes. Her novel "Doomsday Book," for instance, also features time-traveling historians and

explores medieval history with equal care and insight.

Beyond Willis’s bibliography, fans of time travel and historical fiction may enjoy authors like Audrey

Niffenegger or Kate Atkinson, who also blend genres to explore human relationships across time.

In the end, "All Clear" by Connie Willis is much more than a science fiction novel about time travel; it is a
heartfelt tribute to the resilience of people during one of history’s darkest hours. Through meticulous
research, compelling characters, and a gripping plot, Willis invites readers to reflect on history’s complexity
and the enduring human spirit. Whether you’re a fan of historical fiction, science fiction, or simply great

storytelling, "All Clear" is a journey well worth taking.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'All Clear' by Connie Willis about?

'All Clear' is a historical science fiction novel by Connie Willis that follows time-traveling historians from
the future who become trapped in World War II England, focusing on their struggles and experiences

during the Blitz.

Is 'All Clear' a standalone book or part of a series?

'All Clear' is the sequel to 'Blackout’ and together they form a two-part series often published as a single
volume titled 'Blackout/All Clear.'

‘What themes are explored in Connie Willis's 'All Clear'?

The novel explores themes such as the impact of war, the ethics and challenges of time travel, courage,

human resilience, and the importance of history.

Who are the main characters in 'All Clear' by Connie Willis?

The main characters are historians from the future—Merope Ward, Polly Churchill, and Michael

Davies—who travel back to World War II England and face various dangers during the Blitz.

‘What awards has 'All Clear' by Connie Willis won?

'All Clear’ won the 2011 Hugo Award for Best Novel and the 2011 Locus Award for Best Science Fiction
Novel.

How does 'All Clear' connect with its prequel 'Blackout'?

'All Clear' continues the narrative started in 'Blackout,’ resolving the cliffhangers and detailing the

characters' efforts to return safely to their own time.

‘What is unique about Connie Willis's portrayal of World War II in 'All
Clear'?

Willis provides a detailed and immersive depiction of wartime England, combining meticulous historical

research with speculative science fiction elements through time travel.

Can 'All Clear' be read without reading 'Blackout’ first?

While 'All Clear' can be read on its own, it is highly recommended to read 'Blackout’ first to fully



understand the characters and storyline.

What is the significance of the title 'All Clear' in Connie Willis's novel?

The title 'All Clear' refers to the air raid sirens signaling the end of bombing raids during the Blitz,

symbolizing moments of relief amidst danger.

Where can I purchase or read 'All Clear' by Connie Willis?

'All Clear' is available for purchase at major bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, and can be found in

many libraries in both print and digital formats.

Additional Resources

All Clear by Connie Willis: A Meticulous Exploration of History and Science Fiction

all clear connie willis stands as a remarkable achievement in contemporary science fiction literature,
blending meticulous historical research with imaginative time-travel narratives. As the sequel to the
acclaimed novel Blackout, All Clear continues the story of time-traveling historians navigating the perilous
landscape of World War II Britain. Through this work, Connie Willis not only crafts a gripping tale but also

pays homage to the resilience of the human spirit during one of history’s darkest periods.

Contextualizing All Clear within Connie Willis’s Oeuvre

Connie Willis, a multiple Hugo and Nebula Award-winning author, is known for her sophisticated use of
time travel as a narrative device. All Clear, published in 2010, won the Hugo Award for Best Novel,
cementing its status within the genre. It functions as the direct continuation of Blackout (2010), and
together they form a duology that explores the complexities and moral ambiguities of historical observation

through a science fiction lens.

This novel distinguishes itself not only through its genre hybridity but also through its rigorous attention
to historical detail. Willis’s approach shows an investigative rigor akin to academic historiography, albeit
filtered through speculative fiction. The dual timeline structure—juxtaposing the 21st-century historians’
perspective with the lived experience of 1940s Britain—provides readers with a multifaceted

understanding of the era.

Plot and Narrative Structure



All Clear picks up where Blackout leaves off, focusing on a group of historians stranded in wartime London
due to complications with their time travel technology. The narrative unfolds in a linear fashion but
frequently shifts perspectives between the various stranded characters, allowing a panoramic view of the

Blitz, the London Underground bomb shelters, and the broader societal impacts of war.

The tension in the story arises not only from the external dangers—bombings, espionage, and
suspicion—but also from the internal conflicts faced by the characters as they grapple with their ethical
responsibilities as observers. The novel explores the paradoxes inherent in time travel, particularly the

consequences of interfering with historical events.

Historical Accuracy and Research

One of the most praised aspects of All Clear is its commitment to historical accuracy. Willis’s depiction of the
Blitz is informed by extensive research, including firsthand accounts, diaries, and official records. The
portrayal of daily life during wartime London—the rationing, the air raids, the social dynamics—resonates

with authenticity.

Readers and critics alike have noted how the novel captures the atmosphere of fear, resilience, and
camaraderie characteristic of the period. This authenticity is crucial in grounding the speculative elements
of the story. The careful balance between historical fact and science fiction allows the novel to function as

both an educational and entertaining work.

Characterization and Themes

Willis excels in character development, creating multidimensional protagonists whose personal struggles
mirror the larger historical context. The historians, each with distinct personalities and motivations,

embody various responses to crisis, from courage to doubt.

Thematically, All Clear grapples with issues of determinism, free will, and the ethical implications of
observation without interference. The novel questions whether history is immutable or subject to change,
and what responsibilities come with witnessing trauma firsthand. Furthermore, it addresses themes of

sacrifice and the human capacity for hope amidst devastation.

Literary and Genre Significance

All Clear occupies a unique position within science fiction literature due to its fusion of genres. While it
remains firmly rooted in speculative fiction, the novel also functions as a historical novel and a thriller. This

blending broadens its appeal and challenges traditional genre boundaries.



In comparison to other time travel narratives, such as those by H.G. Wells or Audrey Niffenegger, Connie
Willis’s work is notable for its focus on the historian’s perspective, emphasizing research ethics and the
complexities of recording history. It stands apart from more action-oriented or romantic time travel stories,

offering instead a meditative and nuanced exploration of the past.

Pros and Cons of All Clear

e Pros:

[¢]

Exceptional historical detail and immersive world-building

[¢]

Complex, believable characters with ethical depth

[¢]

Thought-provoking themes on time travel and morality

[¢]

Skillful blend of genres enhancing narrative richness

e Cons:
o Lengthy and detailed prose may challenge readers seeking fast-paced action
o Complex narrative structure requires attentive reading

o Some readers may find the historical focus overshadows speculative elements

Impact and Reception

Since its publication, All Clear has been widely praised by critics and readers for its literary merit and
emotional depth. It has been cited in academic discussions about the ethical dimensions of historiography
and time travel fiction. The novel’s reception underscores the appetite for science fiction that thoughtfully

engages with history and human experience.

Its accolades, including the Hugo and Locus Awards, testify to its critical success. Moreover, All Clear has



been used in educational settings to illustrate narrative techniques and the representation of history in

fiction.

Comparative Analysis with Blackout

‘While Blackout introduces the premise and sets the stakes, All Clear serves as a resolution and deeper
exploration of the themes. Readers often note that All Clear’s pacing is more measured, allowing for greater
character introspection and historical immersion. The two novels together form a cohesive narrative arc

that balances suspense with reflection.

Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of All Clear

All Clear by Connie Willis is more than a science fiction novel; it is a sophisticated meditation on history,
memory, and the human condition. Its meticulous research, layered characters, and ethical inquiries make
it a standout work that continues to resonate with audiences interested in the intersection of past and

future.

By weaving together the immediacy of wartime London with the speculative possibilities of time travel,
Willis invites readers to reconsider how history is recorded and remembered. For those seeking a richly
detailed, intellectually stimulating read, All Clear remains a compelling choice within both science fiction

and historical fiction landscapes.

All Clear Connie Willis

all clear connie willis: All Clear Connie Willis, 2010-10-19 Winner of the Nebula Award
Traveling back in time, from Oxford circa 2060 into the thick of World War II, was a routine
excursion for three British historians eager to study firsthand the heroism and horrors of the
Dunkirk evacuation and the London Blitz. But getting marooned in war-torn 1940 England has
turned Michael Davies, Merope Ward, and Polly Churchill from temporal tourists into besieged
citizens struggling to survive Hitler’s devastating onslaught. And now there’s more to worry about
than just getting back home: The impossibility of altering past events has always been a core belief
of time-travel theory—but it may be tragically wrong. When discrepancies in the historical record
begin cropping up, it suggests that one or all of the future visitors have somehow changed the
past—and, ultimately, the outcome of the war. Meanwhile, in 2060 Oxford, the stranded historians’
supervisor, Mr. Dunworthy, frantically confronts the seemingly impossible task of rescuing his
students—three missing needles in the haystack of history. The thrilling time-tripping adventure that
began with Blackout now hurtles to its stunning resolution in All Clear.

all clear connie willis: Blackout Connie Willis, 2010-02-02 Oxford in 2060 is a chaotic place,
with scores of time-traveling historians being sent into the past. Michael Davies is prepping to go to
Pearl Harbor. Merope Ward is coping with a bunch of bratty 1940 evacuees and trying to talk her


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-175/all-clear-connie-willis.pdf

thesis adviser into letting her go to VE-Day. Polly Churchill’s next assignment will be as a shopgirl in
the middle of London’s Blitz. But now the time-travel lab is suddenly canceling assignments and
switching around everyone’s schedules. And when Michael, Merope, and Polly finally get to World
War II, things just get worse. For there they face air raids, blackouts, and dive-bombing Stukas—to
say nothing of a growing feeling that not only their assignments but the war and history itself are
spiraling out of control. Because suddenly the once-reliable mechanisms of time travel are showing
significant glitches, and our heroes are beginning to question their most firmly held belief: that no
historian can possibly change the past.

all clear connie willis: All Clear Connie Willis, 2010 From the author of Blackout comes the
final thrilling instalment of the enormously entertaining story of time travel, war and the deeds of
ordinary people who shape history.

all clear connie willis: All Clear - Book 4 - Oxford Time Travel Connie Willis, 2010 In Blackout,
award-winning author Connie Willis returned to the time-traveling future of 2060--the setting for
several of her most celebrated works--and sent three Oxford historians to World War II England:
Michael Davies, intent on observing heroism during the Miracle of Dunkirk; Merope Ward, studying
children evacuated from London; and Polly Churchill, posing as a shopgirl in the middle of the Blitz.
But when the three become unexpectedly trapped in 1940, they struggle not only to find their way
home but to survive as Hitler's bombers attempt to pummel London into submission. Now the
situation has grown even more dire. Small discrepancies in the historical record seem to indicate
that one or all of them have somehow affected the past, changing the outcome of the war. The belief
that the past can be observed but never altered has always been a core belief of time-travel
theory--but suddenly it seems that the theory is horribly, tragically wrong. Meanwhile, in 2060
Oxford, the historians' supervisor, Mr. Dunworthy, and seventeen-year-old Colin Templer, who
nurses a powerful crush on Polly, are engaged in a frantic and seemingly impossible struggle of their
own--to find three missing needles in the haystack of history. Told with compassion, humor, and an
artistry both uplifting and devastating, All Clear is more than just the triumphant culmination of the
adventure that began with Blackout. It's Connie Willis's most humane, heartfelt novel yet--a
clear-eyed celebration of faith, love, and the quiet, ordinary acts of heroism and sacrifice too often
overlooked by history.

all clear connie willis: Connie Willis’s Science Fiction Carissa Turner Smith, 2022-10-31 In
spite of Connie Willis’s numerous science fiction awards and her groundbreaking history as a woman
in the field, there is a surprising dearth of critical publication surrounding her work. Taking
Doomsday Book as its cue, this collection argues that Connie Willis’s most famous novel, along with
the rest of her oeuvre, performs science fiction’s task of cognitive estrangement by highlighting our
human inability to read the times correctly—and yet also affirming the ethical imperative to attempt
to truly observe and record our temporal location. Willis’s fiction emphasizes that doomsdays
happen every day, and they risk being forgotten by some, even as their trauma repeats for others.
However, disasters also have the potential to upend accepted knowledge and transform the social
order for the better, and this collection considers the ways that Willis pairs comic and tragic modes
to reflect these uncertainties.

all clear connie willis: Interface between Literature and Science Victoria Carpenter,
2015-05-13 The boundaries of science and literature are permeable; they are continuously crossed
and illuminated by a variety of narrative forms and their interpretations. Changes in our perception
of the world are informed in equal measure by scientific and humanistic disciplines. This volume
treats both literary and scientific texts as products of the human mind, therefore abiding by all the
rules it creates, scientific and humanistic alike. The volume does not propose to replace all literary
or discourse analysis with a cross-disciplinary science-based approach, but, rather, uses this
theoretical stance when more conventional means fail to explain (or even explore) the intricacies of a
text. It argues that scientific discourse can also be analysed through the prism of literary theories,
since all texts are governed in varying measure by the unity of contexts that characterize their
nature, the process of their creation, and their place in the cognitive realm of humanity. This




approach will allow the nature and limitations of scientific research to be questioned, while opening
up more venues to explore scientific creativity that crosses the subject boundaries of science and
humanities. Latin American literature offers many examples of the interconnection between literary
and scientific discourse. Notwithstanding the often explored relationship between Jorge Luis
Borges'’s literary themes and contemporary scientific discoveries, a more general question should be
asked: is the influence of scientific thought a privilege of the select few or is it indeed an
all-pervading experience in Latin American literary narrative from late modernism to present day?
This book explores the texts that overtly incorporate scientific content or are structured in such a
way that immediately reminds the reader of a scientific phenomenon; it will also examine the texts
that are presented in such a way that a conventional literary analysis does not help penetrate the
many narrative layers that the text comprises. The volume offers cross-disciplinary readings of such
authors as Jorge Luis Borges, Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Ernesto Sabato and Gustavo Sainz, to name
but a few.

all clear connie willis: Nebula Awards Showcase 2012 James Kelly, 2012-05-11 The Year's Best
Science Fiction and Fantasy Selected by the Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America®. The
Nebula Awards Showcase volumes have been published annually since 1966, reprinting the winning
and nominated stories in the Nebula Awards, voted on by the members of the Science Fiction and
Fantasy Writers of America. The editors selected by SFWA's anthology committee (chaired by Mike
Resnick) are John Kessel and James Patrick Kelly, both highly acclaimed not only for their own
award-winning fiction but also as coeditors of three anthologies: Feeling Very Strange: The
Slipstream Anthology, Rewired: The Post-Cyberpunk Anthology, and The Secret History of Science
Fiction. Stories and excerpts by Harlan Ellison™, Kij Johnson, Chris Barzak, Eric James Stone,
Rachel Swirsky, Geoff Landis, Shweta Narayan, Adam Troy-Castro, James Tiptree Jr., Aliette de
Bodard, Amal El-Mohtar, Kendall Evans and Samantha Henderson, Howard Hendrix, Ann K.
Schwader, Connie Willis, Terry Pratchett, and more. From the Trade Paperback edition.

all clear connie willis: Virtual Dark Tourism Kathryn N. McDaniel, 2018-04-23 This book takes
the concept of “dark tourism”—journeys to sites of death, suffering, and calamity—in an innovative
yet essential direction by applying it to the virtual realms of literature, film and television, the
Internet, and gaming. Essays focus both on the creative construction of imaginary journeys and the
historiographic and civic consequences of such memorializations. From World War II time-travel
novels to Game of Thrones, and from Internet reproductions of Rwandan genocide locations to
invented tragedies in futuristic domains, authors from various fields examine the purpose and
influence of simulated travels to morbid sites. Designed for a wide audience of scholars and travelers
virtual and real, this volume raises awareness about the many pathways through which we
encounter death experiences in contemporary society. What we know about the past—or, what we
think we know about it—is shaped daily by such imagined journeys as these.

all clear connie willis: The Year's Best Science Fiction: Twenty-Ninth Annual Collection
Gardner Dozois, 2012-07-03 In the new millennium, what secrets lay beyond the far reaches of the
universe? What mysteries belie the truths we once held to be self evident? The world of science
fiction has long been a porthole into the realities of tomorrow, blurring the line between life and art.
Now, in The Year's Best Science Fiction: Twenty-Ninth Annual Collection the very best SF authors
explore ideas of a new world. This venerable collection brings together short stories from award
winning authors and masters of the field such as Robert Reed, Alastair Reynolds, Damien Broderick,
Elizabeth Bear, Paul McAuley and John Barnes. And with an extensive recommended reading guide
and a summation of the year in science fiction, this annual compilation has become the definitive
must-read anthology for all science fiction fans and readers interested in breaking into the genre.

all clear connie willis: The Readers' Advisory Guide to Genre Blends Megan M. McArdle,
2014-09-24 Genre fiction has always been a complex mixture of themes and elements. The
increasing popularity of “genre blends,” or fiction that straddles the traditional labels, means
greater pleasure for readers but a greater challenge for readers’ advisory. In this informative and
entertaining book McArdle gets library staff up to speed on these engaging titles, showing how such




crossover fiction appeals to fanbases of multiple genres. Complete with booklists, summaries,
read-alikes, and thorough indexes, this guide Covers suspense, fantasy, historical fiction, horror,
mystery, romance, and science fiction, as well as non-genre titles that don’t neatly fit into any
categoriesOffers guidance for shelving, displaying, and marketing genre blendsShows how to make
the most of online discovery tools in cataloging these titlesIncludes “Blend MVPs,” a section
spotlighting several popular authors who regularly move between genres, and a useful bibliography
of additional resources Providing a unique look at how common genres are often combined, this
guide will open up new worlds of fiction to readers’ advisors and those whom they serve.

all clear connie willis: Stay John Clute, 2016-11-24 Stay gathers together 100,000 words of
reviews, plus short fiction by John Clute, and was originally published to coincide with Loncon3 (the
2014 World Science Fiction Convention) at which he was one of the Guests of Honour. Also included
is a complete reprint of the text of The Darkening Garden.

all clear connie willis: The Best of Connie Willis Connie Willis, 2013-07-09 Few authors
have had careers as successful as that of Connie Willis. Inducted into the Science Fiction Hall of
Fame and recently awarded the title of Grand Master by the Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of
America, Willis is still going strong. Her smart, heartfelt fiction runs the gamut from screwball
comedy to profound tragedy, combining dazzling plot twists, cutting-edge science, and unforgettable
characters. From a near future mourning the extinction of dogs to an alternate history in which
invading aliens were defeated by none other than Emily Dickinson; from a madcap convention of
bumbling quantum physicists in Hollywood to a London whose Underground has become a
storehouse of intangible memories both foul and fair—here are the greatest stories of one of the
greatest writers working in any genre today. All ten of the stories gathered here are Hugo or Nebula
award winners—some even have the distinction of winning both. With a new Introduction by the
author and personal afterwords to each story—plus a special look at three of Willis’s unique public
speeches—this is unquestionably the collection of the season, a book that every Connie Willis fan will
treasure, and, to those unfamiliar with her work, the perfect introduction to one of the most
accomplished and best-loved writers of our time. Praise for The Best of Connie Willis “Filled with
warmth and sadness, great drama, witty dialogue, characters you will care about and moments that
you will remember for a long time.”—SFF World “If anyone can be named ‘best science fiction writer
of the age,’ it’s Connie Willis, and these stories are the best of her best. Truly.”—Analog “Ranging
from the hilarious to the profound, these stories show the full range of [Connie] Willis’s talent for
taut, dazzling plots, real science, memorable characters, penetrating dialogue and blistering
drama.”—Kirkus Reviews “Thank goodness [for] Connie Willis, who says many things that
desperately need saying in more than one delightful way.”—Milwaukee Journal Sentinel “The Best of
Connie Willis? Isn’t that like sorting through diamonds?”—Lytherus

all clear connie willis: The Time Machine Hypothesis Damien Broderick, 2019-07-12 Every
age has characteristic inventions that change the world. In the 19th century it was the steam engine
and the train. For the 20th, electric and gasoline power, aircraft, nuclear weapons, even ventures
into space. Today, the planet is awash with electronic business, chatter and virtual-reality
entertainment so brilliant that the division between real and simulated is hard to discern. But one
new idea from the 19th century has failed, so far, to enter reality—time travel, using machines to
turn the time dimension into a two-way highway. Will it come true, as foreseen in science fiction?
Might we expect visits to and from the future, sooner than from space? That is the Time Machine
Hypothesis, examined here by futurist Damien Broderick, an award-winning writer and theorist of
the genre of the future. Broderick homes in on the topic through the lens of science as well as
fiction, exploring some fifty different time-travel scenarios and conundrums found in the science
fiction literature and film.

all clear connie willis: The Big Book of Science Fiction Jeff VanderMeer, Ann Vandermeer,
2016-07-12 Quite possibly the GREATEST science-fiction collection of ALL TIME—past, present, and
FUTURE! « Nearly 1,200 pages of stories by the genre’s luminaries, like H. G. Wells, Arthur C.
Clarke and Ursula K. Le Guin, as well as lesser-known authors. —The New York Times Book Review



What if life was never-ending? What if you could change your body to adapt to an alien ecology?
What if the Pope was a robot? Spanning galaxies and millennia, this must-have anthology showcases
classic contributions from H.G. Wells, Arthur C. Clarke, Octavia Butler, and Kurt Vonnegut alongside
a century of the eccentrics, rebels, and visionaries who have inspired generations of readers. Within
its pages, find beloved worlds of space opera, hard SF, cyberpunk, the new wave, and more. Learn
the secret history of science fiction, from literary icons who wrote SF to authors from over 25
countries, some never before translated into English. In THE BIG BOOK OF SCIENCE FICTION,
literary power couple Ann and Jeff VanderMeer transport readers from Mars to Mechanopolis,
planet Earth to parts unknown. Read the genre that predicted electric cars, travel to the moon, and
the modern smart phone. We’ve got the worlds if you've got the time. Including: - Legendary tales
from Isaac Asimov and Ursula LeGuin! - An unearthed sci-fi story from W.E.B. DuBois! - The first
publication of the work of cybernetic visionary David R. Bunch in 20 years! - A rare and brilliant
novella by Chinese international sensation Liu Cixin! Plus: - Aliens! - Space battles! - Robots! -
Technology gone wrong! - Technology gone right!

all clear connie willis: The Best Science Fiction and Fantasy of the Year Jonathan
Strahan, 2007-03-01 For the first time ever, award-winning editor Jonathan Strahan has assembled
the best science fiction and the best fantasy stories of the year in one volume. More than just two
books for the price of one, this book brings together over 200,000 words of the best genre fiction
anywhere. Strahan's critical eye and keen editorial instincts have served him well for earlier best of
the year round-ups in the Best Short Novels, Science Fiction: Best of and Fantasy: Best of series, and
this is his most impressive effort yet.

all clear connie willis: Kaapse bibliotekaris , 2012 Issues for Nov. 1957- include section:
Accessions. Aanwinste, Sept. 1957-

all clear connie willis: The Year's Best Science Fiction: Ninth Annual Collection Gardner
Dozois, 1992-06-15 In The Year's Best Science Fiction: Ninth Annual Collection, Gardner Dozois
produces another volume in the series that Locus calls 'the field's real anthology-of-record.' With a
unique combination of foresight and perspective, Dozois continues to collect outstanding work by
newcomers and established authors alike, reflecting the present state of the genre while suggesting
its future directions. With the editor's annual summary of the year in the field, and his appendix of
recommended reading, this book is indispensable for anyone interested in contemporary science
fiction.

all clear connie willis: Women of Futures Past Kristine Kathryn Rusch, 2016-09-06 Meet the
Women of Futures Past: from Grand Master Andre Norton and the beloved Anne McCaffrey to some
of the most popular SF writers today, such as Lois McMaster Bujold and C] Cherryh. The most
influential writers of multiple generations are found in these pages, delivering lost classics and
foundational touchstones that shaped the field. You'll find Northwest Smith, C.L. Moore’s famous
smuggler who predates (and maybe inspired) Han Solo by four decades. Read Leigh Brackett’s
fiction and see why George Lucas chose her to write The Empire Strikes Back. Adventure tales,
post-apocalyptic visions, space opera, aliens-among-us, time travel—these women have delivered all
this and more, some of the best science fiction ever written! Includes stories by Leigh Brackett, Lois
McMaster Bujold, Pat Cadigan, CJ Cherryh, Zenna Henderson, Nancy Kress, Ursula K. Le Guin, Anne
McCaffrey, C.L. Moore, Andre Norton, James Tiptree, Jr., and Connie Willis. At the publisher's
request, this title is sold without DRM (Digital Rights Management).

all clear connie willis: Historical Dictionary of Science Fiction in Literature M. Keith Booker,
2014-10-01 The Historical Dictionary of Science Fiction in Literature is a useful reference to the
broad and burgeoning field of science fiction literature. Science fiction literature has gained
immensely in critical respect and attention, while maintaining a broad readership. However, despite
the fact that it is a rapidly changing field, contemporary science fiction literature also maintains a
strong sense of its connections to science fiction of the past, which makes a historical reference of
this sort particularly valuable as a tool for understanding science fiction literature as it now exists
and as it has evolved over the years. The Historical Dictionary of Science Fiction in Literature covers



the history of science fiction in literature through a chronology, an introductory essay, and an
extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over 300 cross-referenced entries including
significant people; themes; critical issues; and the most significant genres that have formed science
fiction literature. This book is an excellent access point for students, researchers, and anyone
wanting to know more about this subject.

all clear connie willis: Science Fiction Literature through History Gary Westfahl, 2021-07-19
This book provides students and other interested readers with a comprehensive survey of science
fiction history and numerous essays addressing major science fiction topics, authors, works, and
subgenres written by a distinguished scholar. This encyclopedia deals with written science fiction in
all of its forms, not only novels and short stories but also mediums often ignored in other reference
books, such as plays, poems, comic books, and graphic novels. Some science fiction films, television
programs, and video games are also mentioned, particularly when they are relevant to written texts.
Its focus is on science fiction in the English language, though due attention is given to international
authors whose works have been frequently translated into English. Since science fiction became a
recognized genre and greatly expanded in the 20th century, works published in the 20th and 21st
centuries are most frequently discussed, though important earlier works are not neglected. The texts
are designed to be helpful to numerous readers, ranging from students first encountering science
fiction to experienced scholars in the field.
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