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10 reasons to learn sign language might seem like a niche topic, but as you
dive deeper, you'll discover how powerful and rewarding this skill can be.
Whether you're curious about communication, interested in expanding your
linguistic abilities, or passionate about inclusivity, learning sign language
offers countless benefits. In this article, we'll explore the top reasons why
picking up sign language is not just a good idea but a meaningful and life-
enhancing choice.

1. Break Communication Barriers

One of the most obvious reasons to learn sign language is to bridge the
communication gap between hearing individuals and the Deaf or hard-of-hearing
community. Sign language is a rich, expressive mode of communication with its
own grammar and syntax, enabling fluid and nuanced conversations without
spoken words. By learning it, you open doors to connect with people who might
otherwise feel isolated or misunderstood.

Enhancing Social Connections

Imagine being at a social event and noticing someone signing. Suddenly, you
realize you can engage with them comfortably and naturally. This ability not
only broadens your social circle but also demonstrates empathy and respect
for diverse ways of communicating. It’'s a powerful way to foster inclusivity
in both personal and professional settings.

2. Boost Cognitive Abilities

Learning any new language challenges the brain, but sign language offers
unique cognitive benefits. Because it uses visual-spatial processing, it
activates different parts of the brain compared to spoken languages. Studies
have shown that people who learn sign language often experience improved
memory, enhanced multitasking skills, and better problem-solving abilities.

Visual Learning and Brain Plasticity

Sign language encourages you to think in three dimensions and to interpret
subtle hand shapes, movements, and facial expressions. This heightened visual



awareness can improve overall learning aptitude and even help in acquiring
other languages or skills that require spatial reasoning.

3. Improve Nonverbal Communication Skills

Sign language is inherently visual and nonverbal, which can make you more
attuned to body language and facial cues in everyday interactions. This
heightened awareness translates into better communication skills overall,
making you more empathetic and effective in understanding others' emotions
and intentions.

Why Nonverbal Skills Matter

Research suggests that a significant portion of human communication is
nonverbal. By practicing sign language, you become more adept at picking up
on unspoken signals, which can enhance your relationships both personally and
professionally.

4. Career Advancement Opportunities

In today’'s diverse and inclusive workplace environments, knowing sign
language can give you a competitive edge. Many sectors—such as education,
healthcare, social work, and customer service—value employees who can
communicate with Deaf clients or colleagues.

Jobs Where Sign Language Is a Valuable Asset

- Sign language interpreter

- Special education teacher

- Speech therapist

- Healthcare professional

- Customer service representative

Adding sign language to your skillset can open doors to new career paths or
promotions, especially as organizations strive to be more accessible.

5. Promote Inclusivity and Social Awareness

Learning sign language is a direct way to support inclusivity and raise
awareness about Deaf culture. It shows respect for a community that has often



been marginalized and helps break down societal barriers.

Understanding Deaf Culture

Sign languages are more than just communication tools; they are deeply tied
to the culture and identity of Deaf people worldwide. By learning sign
language, you gain insight into their experiences, history, and values,
fostering genuine empathy and cultural appreciation.

6. Enhance Travel Experiences

Traveling to new places becomes even more enriching when you can communicate
with locals in diverse ways. Many countries have their own versions of sign

language, but American Sign Language (ASL) and International Sign are widely
recognized in many parts of the world.

Connecting Across Borders

Knowing sign language allows you to interact with Deaf communities globally,
offering unique cultural experiences and friendships that transcend spoken
language barriers. It’s an incredible way to engage with the world more
deeply and meaningfully.

7. Support Family and Friends

If you have a Deaf or hard-of-hearing family member or friend, learning sign
language is one of the most loving and practical gifts you can offer. It
facilitates closer relationships and ensures that no one feels left out in
conversations.

Creating Stronger Bonds

By communicating in sign language, you show dedication and care, making
everyday interactions smoother and more fulfilling. It also encourages others
to learn and supports a more inclusive community environment.

8. Stimulate Creativity and Expression

Sign language is an art form in its own right. Its use of hand shapes,



movements, facial expressions, and body posture allows for creative
storytelling and expression that can be both poetic and powerful.

The Artistic Side of Sign Language

Many Deaf artists incorporate sign language into performances, poetry, and
dance, showcasing its beauty beyond simple communication. Learning sign
language can inspire your creativity and provide a fresh outlet for self-
expression.

9. Facilitate Early Childhood Development

Introducing sign language to babies and toddlers, even those who can hear,
has been shown to accelerate language development and reduce frustration
caused by an inability to communicate. Parents and educators are increasingly
using sign language to support early learning.

Benefits for Babies and Young Children

- Improved bonding between parent and child
- Enhanced vocabulary skills

- Reduced tantrums and frustration

- Encourages motor skill development

Even if you’re not a parent, understanding sign language can help you support
children in your community or workplace more effectively.

10. Join a Thriving and Supportive Community

Lastly, learning sign language connects you to a vibrant, welcoming
community. Deaf and signing individuals often share a tight-knit culture
filled with events, clubs, and social networks, all centered around sign
language.

Building Lifelong Friendships

Whether you join a local Deaf club, attend sign language meetups, or
participate in online forums, you’ll find a sense of belonging and
camaraderie. This community can enrich your life socially and emotionally in
ways you might never have expected.



Learning sign language is more than just acquiring a new language—it's about
embracing diversity, enhancing your cognitive skills, and connecting with
people on a deeper level. Whether for personal growth, career development, or
simply the joy of learning, the reasons to explore sign language are as
varied as they are compelling. So why not start today?

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is learning sign language beneficial for
communication?

Learning sign language enhances communication by allowing you to connect with
the Deaf and hard-of-hearing community, breaking down barriers and fostering
inclusivity.

How does sign language improve cognitive skills?

Studying sign language can boost cognitive abilities such as spatial
awareness, memory, and multitasking, as it involves processing visual
information and hand movements.

Can learning sign language enhance career
opportunities?

Yes, knowing sign language opens up career opportunities in education,
healthcare, interpretation, social work, and customer service by enabling
better communication with Deaf individuals.

Does learning sign language increase cultural
awareness?

Absolutely. Learning sign language exposes you to Deaf culture and history,
promoting respect, understanding, and appreciation of diverse communities.

How does sign language benefit children’s
development?

Sign language supports language development, fine motor skills, and emotional
bonding in children, including those with speech delays or hearing
impairments.



Is sign language useful in emergency situations?

Yes, sign language can be crucial in emergencies when verbal communication is
impossible or difficult, allowing clear and quick exchanges of information.

Can learning sign language improve social skills?

Learning sign language encourages active listening, empathy, and non-verbal
communication skills, all of which enhance overall social interactions.

How does sign language help in building inclusive
communities?

By learning sign language, you help create a more inclusive environment where
Deaf and hearing individuals can interact seamlessly and feel valued.

Is sign language easy to learn for beginners?

While it requires practice, many find sign language accessible to learn
because it is visual and often intuitive, with resources and classes widely
available.

What are the long-term benefits of knowing sign
language?

Long-term benefits include lifelong communication skills, deeper cultural
connections, improved brain function, and expanded personal and professional
networks.

Additional Resources

10 Reasons to Learn Sign Language

10 reasons to learn sign language highlight the growing importance of this
unique form of communication in an increasingly diverse and interconnected
world. Sign language, often overlooked in mainstream education and social
discourse, offers not only a means to bridge communication gaps but also a
pathway to cultural enrichment, cognitive advancement, and professional
opportunities. As awareness about accessibility and inclusivity expands,
understanding sign language becomes more than a niche skill-it transforms
into an essential tool for fostering empathy and social cohesion.

Exploring the Multifaceted Benefits of Learning



Sign Language

Sign language is the primary mode of communication for millions of deaf and
hard-of-hearing individuals worldwide. Beyond its functional aspect, it
serves as a gateway to understanding Deaf culture and community. The decision
to learn sign language can be motivated by various factors, from personal
growth to professional development. Examining the ten reasons to learn sign
language reveals a complex interplay of social, cognitive, and practical
advantages.

1. Enhancing Communication Inclusivity

One of the most immediate benefits of learning sign language is the ability
to communicate effectively with deaf or hard-of-hearing individuals. In a
world where approximately 466 million people experience disabling hearing
loss according to the World Health Organization, sign language proficiency
fosters inclusivity. This skill eliminates communication barriers, enabling
richer interactions in both personal and professional settings. Moreover, it
signals respect and recognition of linguistic diversity, reinforcing social
equity.

2. Expanding Career Opportunities

Proficiency in sign language can significantly broaden career prospects
across multiple sectors. Fields such as education, healthcare, social work,
and customer service increasingly require or prefer candidates with sign
language skills. For example, interpreters, speech therapists, and special
educators rely heavily on sign language fluency. Additionally, companies
aiming to serve a diverse clientele benefit from employees who can engage
with deaf customers directly, thereby enhancing service quality and
accessibility.

3. Cognitive and Neurological Advantages

Learning sign language is not just about communication; it also engages the
brain in unique ways. Studies have shown that acquiring sign language can
improve spatial reasoning, memory, and multitasking abilities. The visual-
manual modality of sign language activates different neural pathways compared
to spoken languages, potentially enhancing overall brain plasticity. This
cognitive flexibility can be particularly beneficial for children and adults
alike, fostering better problem-solving and creativity.



4. Cultural Awareness and Empathy Building

Sign language is deeply intertwined with Deaf culture, a rich and distinct
community with its own traditions, values, and social norms. Learning sign
language opens a window into this vibrant culture, promoting understanding
and empathy. Such cultural competence is invaluable in diverse societies,
helping to dismantle stereotypes and prejudices about deafness. Engaging with
Deaf culture through language facilitates more meaningful social connections
and a broader worldview.

5. Supporting Early Childhood Development

For parents and educators, knowledge of sign language can be instrumental in
supporting early childhood communication. Introducing sign language to babies
and toddlers, even those without hearing impairments, has been shown to
reduce frustration, accelerate language acquisition, and improve emotional
bonding. This early exposure can stimulate language centers in the brain,
creating a foundation for enhanced verbal skills later on.

6. Providing a Unique Form of Expression

Sign language offers a distinct and expressive mode of communication that
combines hand shapes, facial expressions, and body movements. This multimodal
nature allows for conveying nuance and emotion in ways that spoken language
sometimes cannot. For artists, performers, and communicators, sign language
adds a creative dimension to storytelling and interaction, enriching the
expressive toolkit.

7. Facilitating Communication in Noisy or Quiet
Environments

Sign language proves invaluable in situations where verbal communication is
challenging, such as in loud environments or places requiring silence.
Whether at concerts, busy workplaces, or libraries, sign language enables
discreet and effective communication without relying on sound. This
adaptability makes it a practical skill for various social contexts.

8. Enhancing Travel and Global Connections

While sign languages vary globally—American Sign Language (ASL) differs from
British Sign Language (BSL), for example—the fundamental ability to use a
visual language facilitates connections across linguistic boundaries.



Travelers who know sign language can engage with deaf communities worldwide,
often finding a shared cultural bond. This aspect of sign language
underscores its role as a bridge between diverse populations.

9. Encouraging Social Inclusion and Advocacy

Learning sign language positions individuals as allies and advocates for the
deaf and hard-of-hearing community. It empowers learners to participate in
social inclusion initiatives and accessibility campaigns. By understanding
and using sign language, individuals help dismantle communication barriers,
promote equal rights, and contribute to more inclusive societies.

10. Personal Fulfillment and Lifelong Learning

Finally, mastering sign language can be deeply rewarding on a personal level.
The challenge of acquiring a new language, especially one that relies on
visual and kinesthetic skills, offers a stimulating intellectual pursuit.
Lifelong learning through sign language also cultivates patience,
perseverance, and open-mindedness—qualities beneficial beyond language
acquisition.

Integrating Sign Language into Daily Life and
Education

The increasing recognition of sign language’s value has led to its inclusion
in educational curricula and public services in many countries. Schools and
universities offer sign language courses, while workplaces encourage staff
training to improve accessibility. Technological advancements, including apps
and online platforms, have made learning sign language more accessible than
ever.

Moreover, engagement with sign language communities through events,
workshops, and social groups enriches the learning experience. This immersion
not only reinforces language skills but also fosters authentic cultural
appreciation. As awareness grows, so does the normalization of sign language
as a vital communication tool.

Conclusion: A Skill with Broad Social and
Personal Impact

The 10 reasons to learn sign language underscore its significance beyond mere



communication. It is a conduit for social inclusion, cognitive development,
cultural understanding, and professional growth. As society continues to
prioritize accessibility and diversity, sign language stands out as an
indispensable skill that bridges gaps and builds connections. Embracing sign
language means embracing a more inclusive and empathetic world.
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10 reasons to learn sign language: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Conversational Sign
Language Illustrated Carole Lazorisak, Dawn Donohue, 2004 DVD with more than 600 words and
phrases--Cover.

10 reasons to learn sign language: Learn to Sign with Your Baby Cecilia S. Grugan,
2022-10-25 Communicate, connect, and bond with your baby with 50 essential, easy-to-learn ASL
signs. Your baby is crying. Are they hungry or are they tired? With 50 practical ASL signs that cover
a child’s day, Learn to Sign with Your Baby will help you better understand your child and help them
communicate with you. Author Cecilia S. Grugan, a Deaf parent, gives you detailed instructions and
tips for how to master each sign, as well as helpful advice and fun activities for incorporating ASL
into your life with baby. And with clear illustrations and video demonstrations for each sign, you can
confidently start signing with your baby—and watch as your bond deepens and strengthens. Learn to
Sign with Your Baby includes: 50 of the most useful ASL signs. From “more” and “eat” to “change”
and “hurt,” this book teaches the most relevant and practical terms for your daily life with
baby—and makes signs for specific needs easy to find. Step-by-step color illustrations and video for
every sign. The video for each sign can be accessed by a QR code; scan it for step-by-step guidance
to confidently and correctly form each sign. Engaging activities make ASL fun. Play a game, sing a
song—this book makes incorporating ASL into your life enjoyable and rewarding. Helpful tips. Tips
for remembering the signs, how to effectively use them, and what to look for as baby signs back
make ASL easy to learn and easy to use.

10 reasons to learn sign language: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Learning Sign Language
Susan Shelly, Jim Schneck, 1998 Explains how to use American Sign Language to make
introductions, tell time, order food, tell a joke, communicate with children, express emotion, and ask
for directions

10 reasons to learn sign language: Sign to Learn Kirsten Dennis, Tressa Azpiri, 2005-10-01
A guide for using American Sign Language as a teaching tool for young hearing children.

10 reasons to learn sign language: 2014 Li Yuming, Li Wei, 2019-09-23 China, with the
world's largest population, numerous ethnic groups and vast geographical space, is also rich in
languages. Since 2006, China's State Language Commission has been publishing annual reports on
what is called language life in China. These reports cover language policy and planning invitatives at
the national, provincial and local levels, new trends in language use in a variety of social domains,
and major events concerning languages in mainland China, Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan. Now for
the first time, these reports are available in English for anyone interested in Chinese languge and
linguistics, China's languge, education and social policies, as well as everyday language use among
the ordinary people in China. The invaluable data contained in these reports provide an essential
reference to researchers, professionals, policy makers, and China watchers.

10 reasons to learn sign language: The Complete Guide to Baby Sign Language Tracey
Porpora, 2011 Using a tailored form of American Sign Language (ASL), the book guides parents
through the process of teaching an infant to understand beginning sign language.

10 reasons to learn sign language: Advances in the Sign Language Development of Deaf
Children Brenda Schick, Marc Marschark, Patricia Elizabeth Spencer, 2005-09-02 The use of sign



https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-175/10-reasons-to-learn-sign-language.pdf

language has a long history. Indeed, humans' first languages may have been expressed through sign.
Sign languages have been found around the world, even in communities without access to formal
education. In addition to serving as a primary means of communication for Deaf communities, sign
languages have become one of hearing students' most popular choices for second-language study.
Sign languages are now accepted as complex and complete languages that are the linguistic equals
of spoken languages. Sign-language research is a relatively young field, having begun fewer than 50
years ago. Since then, interest in the field has blossomed and research has become much more
rigorous as demand for empirically verifiable results have increased. In the same way that
cross-linguistic research has led to a better understanding of how language affects development,
cross-modal research has led to a better understanding of how language is acquired. It has also
provided valuable evidence on the cognitive and social development of both deaf and hearing
children, excellent theoretical insights into how the human brain acquires and structures sign and
spoken languages, and important information on how to promote the development of deaf children.
This volume brings together the leading scholars on the acquisition and development of sign
languages to present the latest theory and research on these topics. They address theoretical as well
as applied questions and provide cogent summaries of what is known about early gestural
development, interactive processes adapted to visual communication, linguisic structures, modality
effects, and semantic, syntactic, and pragmatic development in sign. Along with its companion
volume, Advances in the Spoken Language Development of Deaf and Hard-of Hearing Children, this
book will provide a deep and broad picture about what is known about deaf children's language
development in a variety of situations and contexts. From this base of information, progress in
research and its application will accelerate, and barriers to deaf children's full participation in the
world around them will continue to be overcome.

10 reasons to learn sign language: Proceedings of Tenth International Congress on
Information and Communication Technology Xin-She Yang, Simon Sherratt, Nilanjan Dey, Amit
Joshi, 2025-09-30 This book gathers selected high-quality research papers presented at the Tenth
International Congress on Information and Communication Technology (ICICT 2025), held in
London, on February 18-21, 2025. It discusses emerging topics pertaining to information and
communication technology (ICT) for managerial applications, e-governance, e-agriculture,
e-education and computing technologies, the Internet of Things (IoT), and e-mining. Written by
respected experts and researchers working on ICT, the book offers an asset for young researchers
involved in advanced studies. The book is presented in ten volumes.

10 reasons to learn sign language: Citizenship for Primary Schools Institute for Citizenship,
2000 Helping teachers address citizenship education efficiently, this title is linked to the
non-statutory Framework for PSHE and Citizenship in the National Curriculum. It provides lesson
plans, photocopiable resource sheets and ideas for discussion and extension work. It also gives
guidance on using the lesson plans, Flipover Books and Photopacks.

10 reasons to learn sign language: Research in Logopedics Anu Klippi, Kaisa Launonen,
2008 The authors link theoretical approaches to clinical practices in the context of speech &
language therapy in Finland. They offer readers examples of communication challenges that are
particular to Finnish.

10 reasons to learn sign language: Emergentist Approaches to Language Brian
MacWhinney, Vera Kempe, Ping Li, Patricia J. Brooks, 2022-02-16

10 reasons to learn sign language: Computer Vision - ECCV 2020 Workshops Adrien Bartoli,
Andrea Fusiello, 2021-01-02 The 6-volume set, comprising the LNCS books 12535 until 12540,
constitutes the refereed proceedings of 28 out of the 45 workshops held at the 16th European
Conference on Computer Vision, ECCV 2020. The conference was planned to take place in Glasgow,
UK, during August 23-28, 2020, but changed to a virtual format due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The
249 full papers, 18 short papers, and 21 further contributions included in the workshop proceedings
were carefully reviewed and selected from a total of 467 submissions. The papers deal with diverse
computer vision topics. Part II focusses on commands for autonomous vehicles; computer vision for



ART analysis; sign language recognition, translation and production; visual inductive priors for
data-efficient deep learning; 3D poses in the wild challenge; map-based localization for autonomous
driving; recovering 6D object pose; and shape recovery from partial textured 3D scans.

10 reasons to learn sign language: The Auditory Culture Reader Michael Bull, Les Back,
2020-05-31 The first edition of The Auditory Culture Reader offered an introduction to both classical
and recent work on auditory culture, laying the foundations for new academic research in sound
studies. Today, interest and research on sound thrives across disciplines such as music,
anthropology, geography, sociology and cultural studies as well as within the new interdisciplinary
sphere of sound studies itself. This second edition reflects on the changes to the field since the first
edition and offers a vast amount of new content, a user-friendly organization which highlights key
themes and concepts, and a methodologies section which addresses practical questions for students
setting out on auditory explorations. All essays are accessible to non-experts and encompass
scholarship from leading figures in the field, discussing issues relating to sound and listening from
the broadest set of interdisciplinary perspectives. Inspiring students and researchers attentive to
sound in their work, newly-commissioned and classical excerpts bring urban research and
ethnography alive with sensory case studies that open up a world beyond the visual. This book is
core reading for all courses that cover the role of sound in culture, within sound studies,
anthropology, sociology, cultural studies, history, media studies and urban geography.

10 reasons to learn sign language: Applied Problems Solved by Information Technology
and Software Azman Ismail, Fatin Nur Zulkipli, Mohd Amran Mohd Daril, Andreas Ochsner,
2023-12-28 This book explores a dynamic landscape where cutting-edge technologies are
revolutionizing various domains. This captivating book delves into the advancements in security,
communication, and environmental management, highlighting their profound impact on society. The
developments bridge the gap between human needs and technological innovation. Readers will
uncover the fascinating world of IoT-driven devices that seamlessly integrate into our lives, ensuring
enhanced safety and communication efficiency. This book is a must-read for technology enthusiasts,
researchers, and anyone curious about the transformative power of technology in shaping our
present and future.

10 reasons to learn sign language: The Nurture Assumption Judith Rich Harris, 2011-10-25 A
NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK How much credit do parents deserve when their children turn
out welt? How much blame when they turn out badly? Judith Rich Harris has a message that will
change parents' lives: The nurture assumption -- the belief that what makes children turn out the
way they do, aside from their genes, is the way their parents bring them up -- is nothing more than a
cultural myth. This electrifying book explodes some of our unquestioned beliefs about children and
parents and gives us a radically new view of childhood. Harris looks with a fresh eye at the real lives
of real children to show that it is what they experience outside the home, in the company of their
peers, that matters most, Parents don't socialize children; children socialize children. With
eloquence and humor, Judith Harris explains why parents have little power to determine the sort of
people their children will become. The Nurture Assumption is an important and entertaining work
that brings together insights from psychology, sociology, anthropology, primatology, and
evolutionary biology to offer a startling new view of who we are and how we got that way.

10 reasons to learn sign language: Theoretical Issues in Sign Language Research,
Volume 2 Susan D. Fischer, Patricia Siple, 1991-06-25 The recent recognition of sign languages as
legitimate human languages has opened up new and unique ways for both theoretical and applied
psycholinguistics and language acquisition have begun to demonstrate the universality of language
acquisition, comprehension, and production processes across a wide variety of modes of
communication. As a result, many language practitioners, teachers, and clinicians have begun to
examine the role of sign language in the education of the deaf as well as in language intervention for
atypical, language-delayed populations. This collection, edited by Patricia Siple and Susan D.
Fischer, brings together theoretically important contributions from both basic research and applied
settings. The studies include native sign language acquisition; acquisition and processing of sign



language through a single mode under widely varying conditions; acquisition and processing of
bimodal (speech and sign) input; and the use of sign language with atypical, autistic, and mentally
retarded groups. All the chapters in this collection of state-of-the-art research address one or more
issues related to universality of language processes, language plasticity, and the relative
contributions of biology and input to language acquisition and use.

10 reasons to learn sign language: Advances in Computing and Data Sciences Mayank
Singh, Vipin Tyagi, P. K. Gupta, Jan Flusser, Tuncer Oren, V. R. Sonawane, 2021-10-20 This
two-volume book constitutes the post-conference proceedings of the 5th International Conference on
Advances in Computing and Data Sciences, ICACDS 2021, held in Nashik, India, in April 2021.* The
103 full papers were carefully reviewed and selected from 781 submissions. Part II is devoted to
data sciences, organizing principles, medical technologies, computational linguistics etc. *The
conference was held virtually due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

10 reasons to learn sign language: The Complete Home Learning Sourcebook Rebecca Rupp,
1998 Lists all the resources needed to create a balanced curriculum for homeschooling--from
preschool to high school level.

10 reasons to learn sign language: Sign Languages Joseph C. Hill, Diane C. Lillo-Martin,
Sandra K. Wood, 2025-04-30 Sign Languages: Structures and Contexts provides a succinct summary
of major findings in the linguistic study of natural sign languages. Focusing on American Sign
Language (ASL), this book offers a comprehensive introduction to the basic grammatical
components of phonology, morphology, and syntax with examples and illustrations. Revised
throughout, this new edition: demonstrates how sign languages are acquired by Deaf children with
varying degrees of input during early development, including no input where children create a
language of their own discusses the contexts of sign languages, including how different varieties are
formed and used, attitudes toward sign languages, and how language planning affects language use
includes a new chapter on the similarities between signed and spoken languages offers additional
visuals and explanations as well as more coverage of signed languages other than ASL is
accompanied by updated online support material, which hosts links to video clips This engaging and
accessible introduction to sign languages is essential reading for students studying this topic for the
first time with little or no background in linguistics.

10 reasons to learn sign language: Psychology of Language Shelia M. Kennison, 2018-10-18
This accessibly written and pedagogically rich text delivers the most comprehensive examination of
its subject, carefully drawing on the most up-to-date research and covering a breadth of the central
topics including communication, language acquisition, language processing, language disorders,
speech, writing, and development. This book also examines an array of other progressive areas in
the field neglected in similar works such as bilingualism, sign language as well as comparative
communication. Based on her globally-orientated research and academic expertise, author Shelia
Kennison innovatively applies psycholinguistics to real-world examples through analysing the
hetergenous traits of a wide variety of languages. With its engaging easy-to-understand prose, this
text guides students gently and sequentially through an introduction to the subject. The book is
designed for undergraduate and graduate students taking courses in psycholinguistics.
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