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USC Business Administration Major Requirements: What You Need to Know

usc business administration major requirements are a key consideration for any student aiming
to build a strong foundation in the dynamic world of business. If you're considering the University of
Southern California for your undergraduate studies, understanding these requirements can set you on
the right path towards a successful career. USC’s business programs are renowned for their rigorous
curriculum, excellent faculty, and extensive networking opportunities, making it a top choice for
aspiring business professionals.

In this article, we'll explore the essential requirements for the USC Business Administration major,
including core courses, elective options, and important academic policies. We'll also delve into how
these requirements prepare students for the competitive business landscape and offer tips to help
you navigate your journey through this prestigious program.

Overview of the USC Business Administration Major

The Business Administration major at USC is housed within the Marshall School of Business, which
consistently ranks among the best business schools nationally and globally. The program emphasizes
a blend of theoretical knowledge and practical skills, preparing students to tackle real-world business
challenges.

Students in this major gain exposure to a broad spectrum of business disciplines, including finance,
marketing, management, accounting, and entrepreneurship. This wide-ranging approach ensures
graduates are well-rounded and adaptive to various roles in the business world.

Core USC Business Administration Major Requirements

To successfully declare and complete a Business Administration major at USC, students must meet
several foundational requirements. These requirements are designed to build a solid understanding of
business fundamentals before diving into specialized topics.

General Education and Prerequisite Courses

Before focusing entirely on business courses, students must complete USC’s general education
curriculum. This includes classes in areas like writing, humanities, social sciences, and natural
sciences to ensure a well-rounded educational experience.

In addition to general education, several prerequisite courses are mandatory for business majors:



Introduction to Financial Accounting: Understanding financial statements and accounting
principles is critical.

Introduction to Managerial Accounting: Focuses on internal business decision-making
processes.

Microeconomics and Macroeconomics: Provides insight into economic principles affecting
businesses.

Business Statistics: Equips students with essential data analysis techniques.

Business Communication: Develops effective communication skills for professional settings.

These foundational courses not only prepare students for upper-division business classes but also
help them build analytical and critical thinking skills.

Lower-Division Business Core

After completing prerequisites, students embark on the lower-division business core, which introduces
major business disciplines. This typically includes:

Principles of Marketing

Principles of Finance

Organizational Behavior and Leadership

Management and Business Ethics

These courses establish a framework for understanding how businesses operate internally and
externally, setting the stage for more specialized study.

Upper-Division Major Coursework

Once students complete the lower-division requirements, they move on to upper-division courses that
deepen their expertise in business administration. These courses are more specialized and often
include case studies, group projects, and real-world applications.

Required Upper-Division Classes

In the upper division, USC’s business administration major requires students to complete courses such



as:

Strategic Management: Teaching how to formulate and implement business strategies.

Advanced Financial Management: Covering investment analysis, capital markets, and financial
decision-making.

Operations Management: Focusing on the production and delivery of goods and services.

Business Law: Understanding legal aspects and regulations affecting businesses.

These courses are critical in preparing students for leadership roles and complex decision-making in
various business environments.

Electives and Specializations

USC offers a range of electives that allow business administration majors to tailor their education
according to their interests. Some students choose to specialize in areas like entrepreneurship,
international business, or real estate through elective coursework.

Additionally, USC encourages students to pursue minors or certificates that complement their major,
such as data analytics or digital marketing, which can enhance employability and expertise.

Additional USC Business Administration Major
Requirements

Internship and Experiential Learning

One of the standout features of USC’s business program is its emphasis on experiential learning.
While not always a formal requirement, internships and practical experiences are strongly
encouraged. These opportunities allow students to apply classroom knowledge, build professional
networks, and gain valuable insights into their chosen fields.

The Marshall School provides resources like career fairs, networking events, and connections with top
companies to help students secure meaningful internships.

GPA and Academic Performance Standards

Maintaining a competitive GPA is essential for business administration majors at USC. Typically,
students are required to keep a minimum GPA—often around 2.5 or higher—in both their overall



coursework and specifically in business classes to remain in good standing.

Given the competitive nature of the program, aiming for a higher GPA can open doors to honors
programs, specialized tracks, and better internship opportunities.

Capstone Projects and Group Work

Many upper-division courses in the USC business administration curriculum include capstone projects
or group assignments that simulate real business challenges. These projects help students develop
teamwork, leadership, and problem-solving skills, which are invaluable in the professional world.

Tips for Navigating USC Business Administration Major
Requirements

Embarking on a business degree at USC can be both exciting and demanding. Here are some practical
tips to help you successfully navigate the major requirements:

Plan Ahead: Map out your course schedule early to ensure you meet prerequisites before1.
enrolling in upper-division classes.

Leverage Academic Advising: Regular meetings with an academic advisor can help you stay2.
on track and explore elective or specialization options.

Engage in Networking: Take advantage of USC’s strong alumni network and career services3.
to connect with professionals and potential employers.

Seek Internships Early: Gaining work experience through internships will complement your4.
studies and enhance your resume.

Stay Informed About Curriculum Changes: Academic programs evolve, so keeping up with5.
the latest major requirements is crucial.

How USC’s Business Administration Major Prepares
You for the Future

USC’s business administration major requirements are carefully structured to provide a
comprehensive education that balances theory with practice. By completing these requirements,
students gain not only knowledge but also critical skills like leadership, analytical thinking, and ethical
decision-making.

Graduates from USC’s program often find themselves well-prepared for a variety of career paths in



finance, consulting, marketing, entrepreneurship, and beyond. The strong emphasis on experiential
learning and networking also positions students to enter the workforce with confidence.

Whether you plan to pursue graduate studies or jump directly into your career, understanding and
meeting the USC business administration major requirements is the first step toward a rewarding
future in business.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the core courses required for the USC Business
Administration major?
The core courses for the USC Business Administration major typically include accounting, finance,
marketing, management, operations management, business law, and business communication.

How many total units are required to complete the USC
Business Administration major?
Students must complete approximately 48 to 60 units specific to the Business Administration major,
in addition to general education and university requirements, to graduate.

Are there any prerequisite courses needed before declaring
the Business Administration major at USC?
Yes, students usually need to complete foundational courses such as introductory economics,
mathematics, and sometimes introductory accounting before officially declaring the major.

Does USC require an internship or experiential learning
component for Business Administration majors?
While not always mandatory, USC strongly encourages internships and offers experiential learning
opportunities through programs and partnerships to enhance practical business skills.

Can USC Business Administration majors choose a
specialization or concentration?
Yes, USC offers various specializations within the Business Administration major, such as Finance,
Marketing, Entrepreneurship, and International Business, allowing students to tailor their studies.

What GPA is required to remain in good standing within the
USC Business Administration program?
Students are generally required to maintain a minimum GPA of 2.0 in their major courses, though
some concentrations or honors programs may have higher GPA standards.



Are there any capstone or senior project requirements for
USC Business Administration majors?
Many USC Business Administration students complete a capstone course or senior project that
integrates knowledge from their coursework into a comprehensive business plan or case study
analysis.

Additional Resources
USC Business Administration Major Requirements: A Detailed Overview

usc business administration major requirements are designed to equip students with a robust
foundation in business principles, critical thinking, and practical skills necessary for leadership roles in
a dynamic global economy. The University of Southern California (USC) offers one of the most
prestigious business programs through the Marshall School of Business, where the curriculum
emphasizes a balance between theoretical knowledge and experiential learning. Understanding these
requirements provides prospective students and academic advisors with clarity on the pathway to
earning a business administration degree at USC.

Understanding the USC Business Administration Major
Requirements

The USC business administration major is structured to guide students through a comprehensive
curriculum that combines core business disciplines, electives, and experiential learning opportunities.
The major requirements are carefully calibrated to foster analytical capabilities, ethical judgment, and
entrepreneurial thinking. This blend ensures graduates are well-prepared to navigate complex
business environments and contribute meaningfully to their fields.

At the heart of the USC business administration major requirements is a sequence of foundational
courses, often referred to as core classes, which cover key areas such as accounting, finance,
marketing, management, and operations. These courses serve as the backbone for all business
students and collectively build a versatile skill set. Beyond the core, students engage in specialized
electives, allowing them to tailor their education according to specific interests or career goals.

Core Curriculum and Foundational Courses

The core curriculum under USC’s business administration major is rigorous and comprehensive. It
typically includes:

Financial Accounting: Introduction to the principles of accounting, focusing on how financial
information is recorded and interpreted.

Managerial Finance: Examination of financial decision-making processes within corporations,



including capital budgeting and risk management.

Marketing Principles: Study of market analysis, consumer behavior, and strategic marketing
planning.

Organizational Behavior: Exploration of management theories, leadership skills, and group
dynamics within companies.

Business Law and Ethics: Understanding the legal framework governing business operations
and the ethical considerations that influence corporate behavior.

Operations Management: Focus on the design and control of production processes and
supply chain management.

These foundational courses collectively ensure that students grasp the essential aspects of business
operations, preparing them for more advanced topics and real-world applications.

Electives and Specializations

One of the distinguishing features of the USC business administration major requirements is the
flexibility offered through electives. After completing the core courses, students can choose from a
variety of classes that delve deeper into particular business domains. Popular electives include:

Entrepreneurship and Innovation

International Business

Investment Analysis

Digital Marketing

Business Analytics and Data Science

Real Estate Finance

This flexibility allows students to customize their academic journey based on personal interests and
emerging industry trends. For example, with the growing emphasis on data-driven decision-making,
courses in business analytics have become increasingly sought after.

Additional USC Business Administration Major



Requirements

Beyond coursework, USC integrates experiential learning components that supplement classroom
education. These requirements are integral to USC’s philosophy of producing well-rounded business
professionals.

Experiential Learning and Internship Opportunities

USC strongly encourages students to participate in internships and practical projects. The business
administration major requirements often include a mandatory internship or experiential project, which
provides hands-on experience in real business settings. Students benefit from USC’s extensive
network of corporate partners, including multinational firms and innovative startups, which facilitates
access to high-quality internships.

This practical exposure is a critical component, allowing students to apply theoretical knowledge,
develop professional networks, and enhance their resumes. Employers increasingly prioritize
candidates with relevant work experience, making this aspect of the USC business administration
major highly valuable.

Capstone Projects and Collaborative Learning

In the final year, many students engage in capstone projects that require interdisciplinary
collaboration, strategic thinking, and problem-solving. These projects often simulate real-world
business challenges, requiring teams to devise actionable solutions. This component of the USC
business administration major requirements helps students synthesize their accumulated knowledge
and demonstrate leadership, communication, and analytical skills.

General Education and University Requirements

USC’s business administration major requirements are complemented by general education courses
mandated by the university to ensure graduates possess a well-rounded intellectual foundation.
These include classes in humanities, social sciences, and natural sciences, which foster critical
thinking, cultural awareness, and ethical reasoning beyond the business sphere.

Comparative Perspective: USC vs. Other Business
Schools

When analyzing USC business administration major requirements in comparison to other leading
business programs, several distinguishing characteristics emerge. USC’s emphasis on experiential
learning and its location in Los Angeles provide unique advantages, such as proximity to diverse
industries including entertainment, tech, and international trade.



While schools like the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton or the University of Michigan’s Ross
School of Business also offer comprehensive core curricula, USC’s integration of entrepreneurship and
innovation within its electives is particularly strong. Additionally, USC’s requirement for internships or
practical projects is more explicitly embedded in the curriculum, reflecting a commitment to
experiential learning.

On the other hand, some competitors may offer more specialized tracks or dual-degree options.
However, USC’s flexible elective system allows students to pursue similar specialized interests with
considerable freedom, striking a balance between structure and customization.

Implications for Prospective Students

Understanding the usc business administration major requirements is essential for students aiming to
align their academic goals with career aspirations. The program’s breadth and depth make it suitable
for those interested in diverse business fields, from finance and marketing to entrepreneurship and
international business.

Prospective students should be prepared for a rigorous academic workload that combines quantitative
analysis, strategic thinking, and ethical considerations. The experiential components underscore the
importance of proactive engagement beyond lectures, encouraging students to seek internships early
and participate in business clubs or competitions.

Moreover, the evolving nature of business education means that staying abreast of new course
offerings—particularly in areas like data analytics and digital marketing—is crucial. USC’s curriculum
reflects these trends, preparing students for the challenges and opportunities of the modern business
landscape.

Conclusion

The USC business administration major requirements represent a comprehensive framework designed
to produce competent, adaptable, and ethical business leaders. Through a combination of core
courses, electives, experiential learning, and general education, the program fosters a
multidimensional skill set that aligns with current industry demands. For students seeking a dynamic
and versatile business education, USC offers a curriculum that balances academic rigor with practical
application, supported by a strong network and resources in one of the nation’s most vibrant
economic hubs.
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