
the sibley guide to birds

The Sibley Guide to Birds: Your Essential Companion for Birdwatching

the sibley guide to birds has become a cornerstone reference for bird enthusiasts, nature lovers, and
professional ornithologists alike. Since its publication, it has transformed the way people identify and learn
about birds across North America. Whether you’re a beginner hoping to recognize the local songbirds or a
seasoned birder traveling to new habitats, this guide offers a wealth of information wrapped in beautiful
illustrations and insightful details.

What Makes the Sibley Guide to Birds Stand Out?

When you first pick up the Sibley Guide to Birds, one thing immediately noticeable is its emphasis on
clarity and detail. Unlike many other field guides that rely heavily on photographs, the Sibley Guide uses
hand-painted illustrations by David Allen Sibley himself. These illustrations are not only artistically
impressive but scientifically accurate, highlighting subtle differences in plumage, posture, and behavior
that can be crucial for correct identification.

Illustrations That Bring Birds to Life

David Sibley’s approach to bird illustration is meticulous. Instead of showing just one standard pose, the
guide often presents birds in multiple angles—front, back, and side views—along with variations in
plumage depending on age, sex, season, or molt stage. This comprehensive visual approach helps birders
distinguish between similar species or different life stages of the same bird, a feature that is invaluable in
the field.

Detailed Species Accounts

Beyond beautiful images, the guide offers concise, informative species accounts. These include information
about bird size, habitat, range maps, vocalizations, and behavioral notes. The range maps are particularly
helpful for understanding where and when you might encounter a specific bird, making the Sibley Guide
to Birds a practical tool for planning birding trips.



Using the Sibley Guide to Birds: Tips for Beginners

Venturing into birdwatching can feel overwhelming at first, but the Sibley Guide to Birds is designed to
make the process approachable and enjoyable.

Start with Common Birds

Begin your birding journey by focusing on species that are common in your area. The guide arranges birds
taxonomically, but you can use the index or illustrations to quickly find familiar birds. Learning to identify
a handful of local species builds confidence and sharpens observation skills.

Pay Attention to Key Identification Features

Sibley’s guide emphasizes features like wing shape, tail length, bill type, and distinctive markings. When
you’re out in the field, try to notice these details rather than focusing solely on color. This approach helps
especially when lighting conditions or distance make colors hard to discern.

Use the Range Maps and Seasonal Notes

Bird presence often varies throughout the year. The Sibley Guide’s range maps indicate the typical
distribution for breeding, wintering, and migration seasons. This information can save you time and help
set realistic expectations on what birds you might encounter during specific months.

The Impact of the Sibley Guide on North American Birding

Since its debut, the Sibley Guide to Birds has had a profound influence on the birding community,
reshaping how enthusiasts and professionals engage with avian species.

Raising the Bar for Field Guides

Before the Sibley Guide, many bird guides were either overly technical or too simplistic. Sibley struck a
perfect balance, combining scientific accuracy with accessibility. This inspired a new generation of field
guides worldwide to adopt similar styles—detailed illustrations, comprehensive species accounts, and user-
friendly layouts.



Encouraging Conservation Awareness

By fostering a deeper appreciation for bird diversity and behavior, the guide has indirectly contributed to
conservation efforts. Birders who learn to identify and understand birds are often more motivated to
support habitat preservation and environmental causes.

Beyond the Book: Digital and Supplemental Resources

In today’s digital age, the Sibley Guide to Birds has expanded beyond printed pages to offer additional
resources that enhance the birding experience.

The Sibley eGuide to Birds App

The Sibley eGuide app brings the comprehensive content of the book to your smartphone or tablet. It
includes high-resolution images, audio recordings of bird calls and songs, and interactive range maps. This
makes identifying birds on the go faster and more convenient.

Field Notes and Community Insights

Many birders use the guide in conjunction with online platforms and local birding groups to share sightings
and tips. Combining the Sibley Guide’s foundational knowledge with real-time community input can
deepen your understanding and enjoyment of birding.

Choosing the Right Edition of the Sibley Guide to Birds

Since its first edition, the Sibley Guide has seen updates that reflect taxonomic changes, new research, and
refined illustrations.

First vs. Second Edition

The second edition includes updated taxonomy aligned with recent scientific consensus, improved
illustrations, and expanded species coverage. For serious birders, the latest edition is generally
recommended, though the first edition remains a valuable resource.



Specialized Regional Guides

While the main Sibley Guide covers birds across North America, there are supplementary resources and
regional guides inspired by Sibley’s work. These can be particularly useful if you’re focusing on specific
areas or rare species.

Enhancing Your Birdwatching Experience with the Sibley
Guide

Using the guide effectively involves more than just flipping through pages—it’s about cultivating a
mindset of curiosity and observation.

Practice Patience and Observation Skills

Birds are often quick and shy, so take your time. Use the guide’s detailed illustrations to compare what you
see with the book’s images. Note differences in posture, feather patterns, and behavior.

Record Your Observations

Keeping a birding journal or checklist alongside the Sibley Guide can help track your progress. Jot down
species, locations, dates, and any unique behaviors. Over time, this practice enriches your connection with
nature.

Join Birding Communities

Engaging with local birdwatching groups or online forums can complement what you learn from the
guide. Sharing experiences, asking questions, and participating in bird counts deepens your knowledge and
enjoyment.

The Sibley Guide to Birds isn’t just a book; it’s a gateway to the vibrant and fascinating world of birds.
Whether you’re standing in your backyard or trekking through a remote forest, having this guide at your
side opens up endless opportunities to discover, learn, and appreciate the avian wonders around you.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Sibley Guide to Birds' about?
'The Sibley Guide to Birds' is a comprehensive field guide that provides detailed illustrations, descriptions,
and identification tips for bird species found in North America.

Who is the author of 'The Sibley Guide to Birds'?
The author of 'The Sibley Guide to Birds' is David Allen Sibley, a renowned ornithologist and bird
illustrator.

Why is 'The Sibley Guide to Birds' considered important for
birdwatchers?
'The Sibley Guide to Birds' is highly regarded for its accurate and detailed illustrations, clear descriptions,
and extensive coverage of bird species, making it an essential resource for both novice and experienced
birdwatchers.

Are there different editions of 'The Sibley Guide to Birds'?
Yes, there are multiple editions of 'The Sibley Guide to Birds,' including updated versions that incorporate
new species, improved illustrations, and revised information to reflect the latest ornithological research.

Is 'The Sibley Guide to Birds' useful for bird identification in regions
outside North America?
'The Sibley Guide to Birds' primarily focuses on bird species found in North America, so while it may be
helpful for some species that overlap into neighboring regions, it is not comprehensive for bird
identification outside North America.

Additional Resources
The Sibley Guide to Birds: An In-Depth Review of a Birdwatching Essential

the sibley guide to birds has long been regarded as a cornerstone reference for both amateur and
professional birdwatchers. Since its initial publication, this comprehensive guide has transformed how
enthusiasts identify and understand North American bird species. Authored by renowned ornithologist
David Allen Sibley, the guide's blend of detailed illustrations, descriptive text, and practical identification
tips sets it apart from conventional field guides. This article explores the features, merits, and subtle nuances



of the Sibley Guide to Birds, evaluating its place in modern birdwatching culture and its ongoing relevance
amidst evolving digital tools.

The Genesis and Evolution of the Sibley Guide to Birds

David Allen Sibley, an accomplished bird artist and naturalist, first published the Sibley Guide to Birds in
2000. Its unique selling proposition was the unprecedented quality and quantity of hand-drawn
illustrations, which meticulously capture the plumage variations, poses, and behaviors of over 800 bird
species found across North America. Unlike many photographic bird guides, Sibley’s artwork emphasizes
critical field marks necessary for accurate identification—a design choice that has garnered praise from
birding communities worldwide.

Since the original edition, the guide has undergone updates to incorporate taxonomical revisions,
distribution changes, and new species discoveries. The most recent editions include expanded sections on
vocalizations and behavior, reflecting broader trends in ornithological research. This adaptability ensures
that the guide remains a relevant and authoritative resource.

Features and Structure of the Sibley Guide to Birds

At its core, the Sibley Guide to Birds offers an integrated approach to bird identification, combining visual,
textual, and behavioral data. The guide is divided into sections based on bird families, making it intuitive to
navigate once users are familiar with avian taxonomy. Each species entry typically includes:

Detailed Illustrations: Multiple views of the bird in various plumages, including juvenile, adult,
breeding, and non-breeding forms.

Range Maps: Clear graphical representations of geographic distribution and migratory patterns.

Identification Notes: Concise descriptions highlighting distinguishing features and common look-
alikes.

Behavioral Insights: Observations on typical movements, feeding habits, and vocalizations.

This multifaceted presentation caters to different learning styles and helps users make confident
identifications, even in challenging field conditions.



Illustration Quality and Artistic Merit

One of the defining characteristics of the Sibley Guide to Birds is the exceptional artistry embedded in each
page. Sibley’s approach moves beyond static images, capturing dynamic postures and subtle color gradations.
This focus on artistic detail supports the guide’s educational mission by emphasizing diagnostic field marks
that photographs often fail to convey due to lighting variability and background distractions.

Comparatively, other popular guides—such as the National Geographic Field Guide or Peterson Field
Guide—rely heavily on photographs or less detailed illustrations. While these alternatives have their
merits, the Sibley Guide’s hand-drawn images provide a standardized visual language that many birders
find indispensable for learning.

Taxonomic Organization and Accessibility

The Sibley Guide to Birds organizes species logically by family and order, reflecting current ornithological
consensus. This structure benefits users who wish to deepen their understanding of avian evolutionary
relationships. However, newcomers may initially find the taxonomy complex, especially without prior
exposure to bird classification systems.

To mitigate this, the guide includes a helpful introduction section explaining the basics of bird families and
identification principles. Furthermore, the layout facilitates quick cross-referencing, allowing birders to
compare similar species easily. This balance between scientific rigor and user-friendliness contributes
significantly to the guide’s enduring popularity.

Comparative Analysis: Sibley Guide vs. Other Bird Identification
Tools

In an era dominated by smartphone apps and online databases, the Sibley Guide to Birds remains a
preferred physical reference among many birders. Its tactile format encourages immersive study, free from
digital distractions and battery limitations.

When compared to applications like Merlin Bird ID or eBird, the Sibley Guide offers:

Offline Reliability: No need for internet connectivity, making it ideal for remote fieldwork.

Depth of Detail: Extended descriptions and illustrations are often more comprehensive than app
summaries.



Educational Value: Encourages observational skills through detailed art and behavioral notes.

However, digital tools excel in rapid identification via photo recognition and community input, features
absent from the traditional guide. Consequently, many birders adopt a hybrid approach—using the Sibley
Guide for in-depth study and apps for quick field assistance.

Pros and Cons of the Sibley Guide to Birds

Pros:

Highly detailed, accurate illustrations facilitating precise identification.

Comprehensive coverage of North American species, including rare and vagrant birds.

Informative text that balances scientific detail with readability.

Durable physical format suitable for extended field use.

Cons:

Relatively large and heavy compared to pocket-sized guides.

Taxonomic complexity may overwhelm beginners without prior knowledge.

Lacks interactive and multimedia features available in digital apps.

The Sibley Guide’s Impact on Birdwatching and Ornithology

The publication of the Sibley Guide to Birds marked a paradigm shift in bird identification methodology. Its
influence extends beyond casual birding, affecting ornithological education and conservation efforts. Many
academic courses and birding workshops incorporate the guide as a core textbook, appreciating its balance of
artistic excellence and scientific accuracy.



Moreover, the guide’s wide adoption has fostered a more unified approach to bird identification standards
across North America. This standardization enhances data quality in citizen science projects, which rely
heavily on accurate species reporting.

Integration with Modern Birding Practices

Despite the rise of digital technology, the Sibley Guide to Birds remains relevant due to its foundational
role in teaching bird identification skills. Its detailed illustrations train users to observe critical
features—such as wing shape, tail patterns, and subtle plumage variations—that facilitate more reliable
identifications than casual photo-based methods.

Many birders use the guide alongside mobile apps, combining the strengths of both mediums. For example,
after obtaining a preliminary ID via an app, users might consult the Sibley Guide to confirm and learn
more about the species’ behavior and habitat.

Continued Relevance and Future Prospects

As bird populations and taxonomy continue to evolve, the Sibley Guide to Birds is poised for further
updates and expansions. Potential future editions may incorporate augmented reality features or companion
apps that leverage Sibley’s illustrations for interactive learning.

In the meantime, the guide’s comprehensive nature and authoritative voice ensure it remains a trusted
resource in field backpacks and library shelves alike. For anyone serious about North American birding, the
Sibley Guide offers an unmatched blend of precision, artistry, and educational value that has shaped
generations of bird enthusiasts.

The Sibley Guide To Birds

  the sibley guide to birds: The Sibley Field Guide to Birds of Western North America David
Allen Sibley, 2016-03-29 COMPLETELY REVISED AND UPDATED: From renowned birder,
illustrator, and New York Times best selling author David Sibley, the most authoritative guide to the
birds of the West, in a portable format that is perfect for the field. Compact and comprehensive, this
guide features 715 bird species, plus regional populations, found west of the Rocky Mountains.
Entries include stunningly accurate illustrations--more than 5,046 in total--with descriptive captions
pointing out the most important field marks. Each entry has been updated to include the most
current information concerning frequency, nesting, behavior, food and feeding, voice description,
and key identification features. Here too are more than 652 updated maps drawn from information
contributed by 110 regional experts across the continent, and showing winter, summer, year-round,
migration, and rare ranges. This new and improved edition includes: • Updated habitat, description,
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behavior, and conservation text for each species account and all family pages. • New and revised
illustrations of species and regional forms. • New design featuring species accounts in columns,
allowing for better comparison and more illustrations and text. • Current taxonomic order and
up-to-date common names. • All maps revised to reflect the most current range information. • More
species and rarities included.
  the sibley guide to birds: The Sibley Guide to Bird Life & Behavior National Audubon
Society, 2001 Authoritative and comprehensive, this reference provides the necessary information
about the biology, life cycles, and behavior of the 80 bird families of North America. For the new
volume, Sibley has provided more than 796 full-color paintings to illustrate the essays and family
chapters written by 44 ornithologists and expert birders.
  the sibley guide to birds: The Sibley Field Guide to Birds of Eastern North America
David Allen Sibley, 2016-03-29 COMPLETELY REVISED AND UPDATED: From renowned birder,
illustrator, and New York Times best selling author David Sibley, the most authoritative guide to the
birds of the East, in a portable format that is perfect for the field. Compact and comprehensive, this
guide features 650 bird species, plus regional populations, found east of the Rocky Mountains.
Entries include stunningly accurate illustrations--more than 4,600 in total--with descriptive captions
pointing out the most important field marks. Each entry has been updated to include the most
current information concerning frequency, nesting, behavior, food and feeding, voice description,
and key identification features. Here too are more than 600 updated maps drawn from information
contributed by 110 regional experts across the continent, and showing winter, summer, year-round,
migration, and rare ranges. This new and improved edition includes: • Updated habitat, description,
behavior, and conservation text for each species account and all family pages. • New and revised
illustrations of species and regional forms. • New design featuring species accounts in columns,
allowing for better comparison and more illustrations and text. • Current taxonomic order and
up-to-date common names. • All maps revised to reflect the most current range information. • More
species and rarities included.
  the sibley guide to birds: The Sibley Guide to Birds , 2000 David Allen Sibley, America's
most gifted contemporary painter of birds, is the author and illustrator of this comprehensive guide.
His beautifully detailed illustrations—more than 6,600 in all—and descriptions of 810 species and
350 regional populations will enrich every birder's experience. The Sibley Guide's innovative design
makes it entirely user friendly. The illustrations are arranged to facilitate comparison, yet still
capture the unique character of each species. The Sibley Guide to Birds provides a wealth of new
information: —Captioned illustrations show many previously unpublished field marks and revisions
of known marks —Nearly every species is shown in flight —Measurements include length, wingspan,
and weight for every species —Subspecies and geographic varients are covered thoroughly
—Complete voice descriptions are included for every species —Maps show the complete distribution
of every species: summer and winter ranges, migration routes, and rare occurrences Both novice
and experienced birders will appreciate these and other innovative features: —An introductory page
for each family or group of related families makes comparisons simple —Clear and concise labels
with pointers identify field marks directly —Birds are illustrated in similar poses to make
comparisons between species quick and easy —Illustrations emphasize the way birds look in the
field With The Sibley Guide to Birds, the National Audubon Society makes the art and expertise of
David Sibley available to the world in a comprehensive, handsome, easy-to-use volume that will be
the indispensable identification guide every birder must own.
  the sibley guide to birds: Sibley's Birding Basics David Allen Sibley, 2008-12-18 From the
renowned author of the New York Times best seller The Sibley Guide to Birds, a comprehensive,
beautifully illustrated guide to identifying birds in the field. Sibley's Birding Basics is an essential
companion for birders of all skill and experience levels. With Sibley as your guide, learn how to
interpret what the feathers, the anatomical structure, the sounds of a bird tell you. When you know
the clues that show you why there’s no such thing as, for example, “just a duck” birding will be more
fun, and more meaningful. An essential addition to the Sibley shelf! The Sibley Guide to Birds and



The Sibley Guide to Bird Life and Behavior are both universally acclaimed as the new standard
source of species information. And now David Sibley, America’s premier birder and best-known bird
artist, turns his attention to the general characteristics that influence the appearance of all birds,
unlocking the clues to their identity. In 200 beautifully rendered illustrations and 16 essays, this
scientifically precise volume distills the essence of Sibley’s own experience and skills, providing a
solid introduction to “naming” the birds. Birding Basics reviews how one can get started as a
birder—the equipment necessary, where and when to go birding, and perhaps most important, the
essential things to look for when birds appear in the field—as well as the basic concepts of bird
identification and the variations that can change the appearance of a bird over time or in different
settings. Sibley also provides critical information on the aspects of avian life that differ from species
to species: feathers (color, arrangement, shape, molt), behavior and habitat, and sounds.
  the sibley guide to birds: The Sibley Guide to Bird Life and Behavior Chris Elphick, John B
Dunning, JR., David Allen Sibley, 2001-01-01 Authoritative and comprehensive, this reference
provides the necessary information about the biology, life cycles, and behavior of the 80 bird families
of North America. For the new volume, Sibley has provided more than 796 full-color paintings to
illustrate the essays and family chapters written by 44 ornithologists and expert birders.
  the sibley guide to birds: The Sibley Guide to Bird Life & Behavior Chris Elphick, John
Barnard Dunning, 2009
  the sibley guide to birds: What It's Like to Be a Bird David Allen Sibley, 2020-04-14 The
bird book for birders and nonbirders alike that will excite and inspire by providing a new and deeper
understanding of what common, mostly backyard, birds are doing—and why: Can birds smell?; Is
this the same cardinal that was at my feeder last year?; Do robins 'hear' worms? The book's beauty
mirrors the beauty of birds it describes so marvelously. —NPR In What It's Like to Be a Bird, David
Sibley answers the most frequently asked questions about the birds we see most often. This special,
large-format volume is geared as much to nonbirders as it is to the out-and-out obsessed, covering
more than two hundred species and including more than 330 new illustrations by the author. While
its focus is on familiar backyard birds—blue jays, nuthatches, chickadees—it also examines certain
species that can be fairly easily observed, such as the seashore-dwelling Atlantic puffin. David
Sibley's exacting artwork and wide-ranging expertise bring observed behaviors vividly to life. (For
most species, the primary illustration is reproduced life-sized.) And while the text is aimed at
adults—including fascinating new scientific research on the myriad ways birds have adapted to
environmental changes—it is nontechnical, making it the perfect occasion for parents and
grandparents to share their love of birds with young children, who will delight in the big, full-color
illustrations of birds in action. Unlike any other book he has written, What It's Like to Be a Bird is
poised to bring a whole new audience to David Sibley's world of birds.
  the sibley guide to birds: The Sibley Birder's Life List and Field Diary David Allen Sibley,
2017-03-14 From leading ornithologist and bestselling author David Sibley comes this essential
write-in field companion for all levels of birders. This indispensable birder's companion includes both
ample space for on-site notes and a life list to be filled in by the legions of passionate birders who
have bought Sibley's bestselling guides. Included are entries for the 923 species found in the United
States and Canada, with space for recording where and when a bird was seen and for notes or
memories about the sighting. At the back is a complete checklist of all the birds for building the life
list.
  the sibley guide to birds: The Sibley Guide to Birds, Second Edition David Allen Sibley,
2014-03-11 “Undoubtedly the finest guide to North American birds.”—Guy McCaskie, Birding The
publication of The Sibley Guide to Birds, First Edition quickly established David Allen Sibley as the
author and illustrator of the nation’s supreme and most comprehensive guide to birds. Used by
millions of birders from novices to the most expert, The Sibley Guide became the standard by which
natural history guides are measured. The highly anticipated second edition builds on this foundation
of excellence, offering massively expanded and updated information, new paintings, new and rare
species, and a new, elegant design. The second edition of this handsome, flexibound volume offers a



wealth of improvements and updates: • All illustrations reproduced 15 to 20 percent larger for
better detail. • Includes nearly 7,000 paintings digitally remastered from original art for enhanced
print quality. • Expanded text includes habitat information and voice description for every species
and more tips on finding birds in the field. • More than 600 new paintings, including illustrations of
115 rare species and additional paintings of common species and regional populations. • More than
700 updated maps of ranges, showing winter, summer, year-round, migration, and rare ranges. • 85
bird family pages now cross-referenced to species accounts. • Revised taxonomic order and most
current common names for every species. The Sibley Guide to Birds, second edition, brings the
genius of David Allen Sibley to the world once again in a thoroughly updated and expanded volume
that every birder must own.
  the sibley guide to birds: Sibley's Birding Basics David Allen Sibley, 2002-10-01 From the
renowned author of the New York Times best seller The Sibley Guide to Birds, a comprehensive,
beautifully illustrated guide to identifying birds in the field. Sibley's Birding Basics is an essential
companion for birders of all skill and experience levels. With Sibley as your guide, learn how to
interpret what the feathers, the anatomical structure, the sounds of a bird tell you. When you know
the clues that show you why there’s no such thing as, for example, “just a duck” birding will be more
fun, and more meaningful. An essential addition to the Sibley shelf! The Sibley Guide to Birds and
The Sibley Guide to Bird Life and Behavior are both universally acclaimed as the new standard
source of species information. And now David Sibley, America’s premier birder and best-known bird
artist, turns his attention to the general characteristics that influence the appearance of all birds,
unlocking the clues to their identity. In 200 beautifully rendered illustrations and 16 essays, this
scientifically precise volume distills the essence of Sibley’s own experience and skills, providing a
solid introduction to “naming” the birds. Birding Basics reviews how one can get started as a
birder—the equipment necessary, where and when to go birding, and perhaps most important, the
essential things to look for when birds appear in the field—as well as the basic concepts of bird
identification and the variations that can change the appearance of a bird over time or in different
settings. Sibley also provides critical information on the aspects of avian life that differ from species
to species: feathers (color, arrangement, shape, molt), behavior and habitat, and sounds.
  the sibley guide to birds: The Sibley Guide to Birds, Second Edition David Allen Sibley,
2014-03-11 A thoroughly updated and expanded edition of David Allen Sibley’s classic guide to
birding. “Undoubtedly the finest guide to North American birds.”—Guy McCaskie, Birding The
publication of The Sibley Guide to Birds, First Edition quickly established David Allen Sibley as the
author and illustrator of the nation’s supreme and most comprehensive guide to birds. Used by
millions of birders from novices to the most expert, The Sibley Guide became the standard by which
natural history guides are measured. The second edition builds on this foundation of excellence,
offering massively expanded and updated information, new paintings, new and rare species, and a
new, elegant design. The second edition of this handsome, flexibound volume offers a wealth of
improvements and updates: • All illustrations reproduced 15 to 20 percent larger for better detail. •
Includes nearly 7,000 paintings digitally remastered from original art for enhanced print quality. •
Expanded text includes habitat information and voice description for every species and more tips on
finding birds in the field. • More than 600 new paintings, including illustrations of 115 rare species
and additional paintings of common species and regional populations. • More than 700 updated
maps of ranges, showing winter, summer, year-round, migration, and rare ranges. • 85 bird family
pages now cross-referenced to species accounts. • Revised taxonomic order and most current
common names for every species. The Sibley Guide to Birds, second edition, brings the genius of
David Allen Sibley to the world once again in a volume that every birder must own.
  the sibley guide to birds: SIBLEY BACKYARD BIRDING FLASHCARDS DAVID ALLEN.
SIBLEY, 2023
  the sibley guide to birds: The Sibley Field Guide to Birds of Western North America David
Allen Sibley, 2022-08-17 The Sibley Guide to Birds has quickly become the new standard of
excellence in bird identification guides, covering more than 810 North American birds in amazing



detail. Now comes a new portable guide from David Sibley that every birder will want to carry into
the field. Compact and comprehensive, this new guide features 703 bird species plus regional
populations found west of the Rocky Mountains. Accounts include stunningly accurate
illustrations—more than 4,600 in total—with descriptive caption text pointing out the most important
field marks. Each entry contains new text concerning frequency, nesting, behavior, food and feeding,
voice description, and key identification features. Accounts also include brand-new maps created
from information contributed by 110 regional experts across the continent. The Sibley Field Guide to
Birds of Western North America is an indispensable resource for all birders seeking an authoritative
and portable guide to the birds of the West.
  the sibley guide to birds: What It's Like to Be a Bird (Adapted for Young Readers) David Allen
Sibley, 2023-10-03 In this edition for young readers adapted from the bestselling work written and
illustrated by David Allen Sibley, readers will find a unique treasure trove of fascinating facts about
birds, paired with more than 300 full-color illustrations—some life-size! The extraordinary world of
birds is brought to life on the page. Did you know that many species of birds have sensory abilities
that surpass those of humans? Or that some birds spend the entire winter in the air, and even sleep
while flying? Have you ever wondered why birds have feathers? Or why they are a particular color?
Have you noticed that some birdsong sounds like a musical scale? Maybe you’re more interested in
“how” questions: How do birds actually fly or swim? How and why do some birds migrate? How do
they find food? How do they take care of their offspring? Birds are not only beautiful and fascinating,
but they also serve an essential role in our ecosystem. This book shows how birds and humans are
intrinsically connected, sometimes helping and sometimes hindering each other. Perfect for
dedicated birdwatchers—or for anyone who simply delights in noticing birds in their neighborhood.
Readers can explore, share, and return to the pages again and again, each time gaining a broader
appreciation for our enchanting feathered friends.
  the sibley guide to birds: Sibley's Ducks, Geese and Swans of Eastern North America David
Allen Sibley, 2009-11-15 - Must order minimum of 10 - Laminated, indestructible, beach &
waterproof - Instant access to just what you need to know - Written and illustrated by local experts -
Perfect for backpack, beach bag, boat, or tacklebox
  the sibley guide to birds: Sibley's Back. Birds of Pacific Northwest , 2015-05-15 - Must order
minimum of 10 - Laminated, indestructible, beach & waterproof - Instant access to just what you
need to know - Written and illustrated by local experts - Perfect for backpack, beach bag, boat, or
tacklebox
  the sibley guide to birds: The Sibley Birds Coloring Field Journal Cecilia Lehar, David
Allen Sibley, 2016 A portable, deluxe adult coloring book from the renowned birder, illustrator, and
author of the New York Times best seller The Sibley Guide to Birds. The perfect gift for birders
everywhere, to use at your windowsill or in the field. Including 75 original and previously
unpublished images. With millions of copies sold, David Sibley is the best-known name in North
American birding today. At last! The perfect coloring book for the birder or naturalist,
picturing--with the lifelike precision that is a hallmark of David Sibley's work--75 images of
spectacular birds in flight and at rest. The Sibley Birds Coloring Book will allow birding enthusiasts
to create their own artist's portfolio, restoring color--whether real or imagined--to wings, crest,
beaks, and more. No detail has been spared to make this a deluxe edition: from the heavy-duty and
flexible cover design that allows for portability, for landscape and portrait line drawings--and makes
it easy for right- or left-hand preference--to the heavy paper and the colored pages for reference. *
Printed in a unique hardbound format that accommodates both the landscape and portrait line
drawings throughout, as well as the creativity of its user. * Flip-back cover encourages on-the-go
artistry, as well as providing a strong surface for colorists. * Deluxe heavy paper throughout
provides an optimal surface for coloring in all mediums. * Reproductions of David Sibley's original
full-color paintings are included on the book's inside cover to assist the colorist as a reference. * 12
anatomical drawings of the structure and component parts of the birds' bodies are featured to
inform the colorist with a better comprehension of bird anatomy. * The perfect gift for all birders



and coloring book enthusiasts
  the sibley guide to birds: Sibley Birds , 2010-11-08 This gorgeous 18-card collection features
a selection of meticulously rendered watercolor paintings from an award-winning artist. Exquisite
illustrations of best-loved birds?including waterfowl, finches, hummingbirds, owls, sparrows,
tanagers, warblers, and woodpeckers?grace the cover of each card and are housed within a deluxe
clamshell keepsake box. Printed on superfine paper stock, this set is ideal for those who wish to
share their love of birds, birding, and the great outdoors.
  the sibley guide to birds: Sibley's Backyard Birds of the Upper Midwest David Allen Sibley,
2011-06
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