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The Complex Ties: Exploring the Relationship Between Religion and Morality

the relationship between religion and morality has fascinated philosophers, theologians, and thinkers for
centuries. At its core, this relationship probes whether moral values and ethical principles stem from
religious beliefs or if they exist independently of faith. Understanding this intricate connection can shed
light on how societies define right and wrong, influence behavior, and cultivate communal harmony.

Understanding Morality and Religion as Concepts

Before diving into how religion and morality interact, it’s essential to clarify what each term encompasses.
Morality generally refers to principles concerning the distinction between right and wrong or good and
bad behavior. These principles guide human conduct, promote social cooperation, and often reflect cultural
norms.

Religion, on the other hand, involves organized systems of beliefs, rituals, and practices centered around
the sacred or divine. Many religions offer frameworks for ethical living, often grounded in teachings
attributed to deities or spiritual leaders. The question arises: does religion shape morality, or does morality
transcend religious boundaries?

How Religion Influences Moral Frameworks

Religion often serves as a foundation for moral codes, providing believers with clear guidelines on how to
behave. Many sacred texts—such as the Bible, Quran, Torah, or Bhagavad Gita—contain commandments,
laws, or teachings that outline ethical conduct. These texts can inspire adherents to pursue virtues like
compassion, honesty, and justice.

The Role of Divine Authority

One of the significant ways religion impacts morality is through the concept of divine authority. When
moral rules are seen as coming from a higher power, followers may feel a stronger obligation to adhere to
them. This divine sanction can motivate individuals to act ethically, not merely out of social convention but
from spiritual conviction.



Community and Moral Enforcement

Religious communities often reinforce moral behavior through social structures. Belonging to a faith group
can encourage individuals to uphold shared ethical standards, as social approval and spiritual accountability
often go hand in hand. Rituals, confessions, and communal worship can deepen commitment to moral
principles.

Arguments for Morality Independent of Religion

While religion has undoubtedly shaped many moral systems throughout history, numerous scholars and
ethicists argue that morality doesn’t necessarily depend on religious belief. Secular moral philosophies
propose that ethical principles can be derived from reason, empathy, and a desire for societal well-being.

Philosophical Perspectives

Philosophers like Immanuel Kant emphasized moral reasoning based on universal principles, such as
treating others as ends in themselves rather than means to an end. Similarly, utilitarian thinkers advocate
for actions that maximize overall happiness, regardless of religious considerations.

Empirical Evidence from Diverse Societies

Across cultures with varying religious beliefs—or even secular societies—people often share common moral
values like fairness, kindness, and prohibitions against harm. This suggests that morality may emerge from
human nature and social needs rather than exclusively from divine command.

Challenges in Separating Religion and Morality

The interplay between religion and morality becomes complex when considering how deeply intertwined
they are in many societies. For some, moral language is inseparable from religious vocabulary; for others,
secular morality provides a viable alternative.

Morality Without Religion: A Viable Path?

One major challenge is demonstrating that morality can be meaningful and binding without religious



underpinning. Critics of secular morality sometimes argue that without belief in a divine judge or afterlife,
ethical behavior lacks ultimate accountability.

Religious Morality and Moral Pluralism

Conversely, religious moral codes can sometimes conflict with one another, leading to ethical dilemmas.
This pluralism raises the question of whether any single religion holds the absolute moral truth or if
morality is more fluid and context-dependent.

The Relationship Between Religion and Morality in Modern
Society

Today’s increasingly globalized and pluralistic world highlights the ongoing dialogue between religion and
morality. Understanding how these domains interact helps foster tolerance and cooperation among diverse
populations.

Interfaith Ethics and Shared Moral Values

Many interfaith initiatives emphasize the common ethical ground found across religions—principles like
compassion, justice, and respect for human dignity. These shared values can serve as bridges for dialogue
and peaceful coexistence.

Secular Ethics in Public Life

In democratic societies, laws and policies often reflect secular moral reasoning to accommodate citizens of
various religious backgrounds. This approach strives to uphold fairness and rights without privileging any
single faith tradition.

Insights Into Navigating Morality and Religion Personally

For individuals wrestling with the relationship between religion and morality, some practical reflections
can be helpful:



Explore Personal Beliefs: Reflect on whether your sense of right and wrong is influenced more by
religious teachings, personal experience, or philosophical reasoning.

Engage in Dialogue: Talking with people from different faiths or secular viewpoints can enrich your
understanding of diverse moral perspectives.

Focus on Core Values: Identify universal virtues like kindness and integrity that transcend religious
boundaries and foster positive relationships.

Balance Faith and Reason: Consider how religious beliefs can coexist with rational ethical decision-
making in your daily life.

Final Thoughts on the Relationship Between Religion and
Morality

The relationship between religion and morality is neither simple nor one-directional. For many, religious
faith provides a meaningful foundation for ethical living, while others find moral guidance through secular
reasoning and humanistic values. Recognizing the nuanced ways these elements interact can enhance our
appreciation of moral diversity and encourage respectful coexistence in a multifaceted world. Whether
rooted in divine command or human empathy, the pursuit of morality remains a fundamental aspect of the
human experience, connecting us all in the shared quest for a just and compassionate society.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does religion influence moral values in different cultures?
Religion often provides a framework of moral values and ethical guidelines that shape the behavior and
norms within different cultures. These values are typically derived from sacred texts, teachings, and
traditions, influencing concepts of right and wrong, justice, and social responsibilities.

Can morality exist independently of religion?
Yes, morality can exist independently of religion. Secular moral philosophies, such as humanism and
utilitarianism, provide ethical frameworks based on reason, empathy, and social well-being without relying
on religious doctrines.



What role does religion play in shaping an individual's moral decision-
making?
Religion can play a significant role in moral decision-making by offering believers a sense of purpose,
accountability, and guidelines for ethical behavior. It often encourages adherents to act compassionately,
honestly, and justly, motivated by spiritual beliefs and the desire for moral integrity.

How do conflicts arise between religious morality and secular ethics?
Conflicts can arise when religious moral codes contradict secular ethical principles, such as in issues related
to gender rights, reproductive rights, or freedom of expression. These tensions highlight differing
foundations for morality—divine command versus human reason and societal consensus.

Is moral behavior more common among religious individuals than non-
religious individuals?
Studies show mixed results; some research suggests religious individuals may engage in more charitable
acts and community service, while other studies indicate that non-religious individuals can be equally
moral, motivated by empathy and social responsibility rather than religious belief.

How do various religions address moral dilemmas in modern society?
Different religions address modern moral dilemmas by interpreting sacred texts and doctrines in the
context of contemporary issues, often through religious leaders and councils. They provide guidance on
topics like bioethics, environmental stewardship, and social justice, balancing tradition with evolving
societal values.

Additional Resources
The Relationship Between Religion and Morality: An Analytical Perspective

the relationship between religion and morality has long been a subject of scholarly debate, philosophical
inquiry, and cultural reflection. This intricate connection touches on how individuals and societies define
right and wrong, the influence of religious doctrines on ethical behavior, and the extent to which morality
can exist independently of religious frameworks. Understanding this dynamic requires an exploration of
historical contexts, psychological underpinnings, and contemporary perspectives that shape the ongoing
discourse.



Historical Context of Religion and Morality

Historically, many of the world’s major religions have served as foundational sources for moral codes and
ethical guidelines. For example, the Ten Commandments in Judaism and Christianity, the Five Precepts in
Buddhism, and the Sharia law in Islam provide adherents with clear behavioral expectations. These
religious moral frameworks have often been intertwined with legal systems and cultural norms,
influencing societal views on justice, fairness, and human rights.

In pre-modern societies, religion frequently functioned as the primary institution responsible for
maintaining social order through moral instruction. Religious leaders were not only spiritual guides but also
arbiters of acceptable conduct, linking divine authority with ethical imperatives. This fusion reinforced the
idea that morality was divinely ordained, making moral transgressions both sins and social offenses.

Philosophical Dimensions of Religion and Morality

The philosophical inquiry into the relationship between religion and morality largely revolves around two
questions: Are moral values dependent on religion, or do they exist independently? And, does religion
enhance or hinder moral reasoning?

The Divine Command Theory

One prominent theory is the Divine Command Theory, which posits that moral rightness and wrongness
are determined by God’s commands. According to this view, what God decrees is inherently good, and
morality is rooted in obedience to divine authority. Critics argue that this creates a dilemma: if morality is
defined solely by divine commands, does that mean anything God commands is moral, even if it appears
unjust? This is famously illustrated by the Euthyphro dilemma, which questions whether something is
good because God commands it or if God commands it because it is good.

Secular Morality and Ethical Reasoning

Contrastingly, secular moral philosophies suggest that ethical behavior can be grounded in reason, empathy,
and social contracts without reliance on religious belief. Philosophers such as Immanuel Kant emphasized
duty and universal moral laws derived from rationality, while utilitarians like John Stuart Mill focused on
the consequences of actions and the maximization of happiness. These perspectives broaden the
understanding of morality beyond religious contexts, highlighting human capacity for moral reasoning
independent of divine command.



Psychological and Sociological Perspectives

From a psychological standpoint, research has explored how religion influences moral development and
behavior. Studies indicate that religious teachings can promote prosocial behaviors such as charity,
forgiveness, and altruism. For instance, surveys by Pew Research Center reveal that individuals who
identify as religious are often more likely to engage in community service and charitable giving.

However, the relationship is not straightforward. Some psychological theories suggest that morality may
predate religion, with evolutionary biology indicating that cooperative behavior and moral emotions like
guilt and empathy evolved to enhance group survival. This implies that religious moral systems may
formalize or codify pre-existing moral intuitions rather than create them anew.

Sociologically, religion can serve as a cohesive force, binding communities through shared moral values and
rituals. Yet, it can also lead to divisions when differing moral codes come into conflict. The pluralistic
nature of modern societies challenges the application of singular religious moral frameworks to diverse
populations, raising questions about universal morality versus cultural relativism.

The Role of Religion in Modern Ethical Debates

In contemporary discourse, the intersection of religion and morality is particularly salient in debates over
issues such as abortion, LGBTQ+ rights, bioethics, and social justice. Religious viewpoints often influence
policy and public opinion, sometimes clashing with secular ethical perspectives. This dynamic illustrates
the ongoing negotiation between religious moral authority and pluralistic, secular societies seeking
inclusive moral standards.

Comparative Analysis: Religion and Morality Across Cultures

Examining different cultural contexts reveals a spectrum of how religion and morality interplay. In some
cultures, moral values are deeply embedded in religious traditions, while in others, secular humanism or
philosophical ethics play a more prominent role. For example:

Western societies: Tend to have a historical connection between Christianity and moral codes, though
secularism has grown significantly, leading to moral frameworks that emphasize individual rights
and freedoms.

Eastern societies: Often integrate religious philosophies such as Confucianism, Buddhism, and
Hinduism with moral teachings centered on harmony, duty, and karma.



Indigenous cultures: Frequently possess moral systems intertwined with spiritual beliefs and
community practices that guide social behavior and environmental stewardship.

These variations underscore that while religion can shape morality, the ethical values themselves are often
adapted to fit specific cultural and societal needs.

Pros and Cons of Linking Morality to Religion

Exploring the advantages and disadvantages of associating morality closely with religion offers valuable
insights:

Pros:1.

Clear moral guidelines: Religious texts and doctrines provide explicit rules, reducing
ambiguity in ethical decision-making.

Community cohesion: Shared moral codes foster unity and social stability within religious
groups.

Motivation for moral behavior: Belief in divine reward or punishment can incentivize ethical
conduct.

Cons:2.

Exclusivity: Religious morality may exclude or marginalize those with differing beliefs.

Potential for moral rigidity: Strict adherence to religious rules can limit flexibility in complex
ethical situations.

Conflict with secular values: Religious morality may clash with human rights or scientific
perspectives.



Emerging Trends and Future Directions

In the 21st century, the relationship between religion and morality continues to evolve amid globalization,
technological advancement, and increasing secularization. Interfaith dialogue and ethical pluralism seek to
bridge gaps between religious and secular moral frameworks, fostering mutual understanding and
cooperation.

Moreover, the rise of moral psychology and neuroscience is shedding light on the cognitive processes
underlying moral judgments, independent of religious belief. This scientific approach may further
illuminate how morality is constructed and how religion influences, but does not solely determine, ethical
behavior.

Ultimately, the nuanced relationship between religion and morality remains a vital area of inquiry,
reflecting humanity’s diverse attempts to make sense of right and wrong in a complex world.

The Relationship Between Religion And Morality

  the relationship between religion and morality: Religion and Morality Abraham Sagi,
Daniel Statman, 1995 Religion and Morality seeks to answer two fundamental questions regarding
the relation between religion and morality. The first is the puzzle posed by Socrates, the so-called
'Euthyphro dilemma', which asks: is morality valuable by virtue of its intrinsic importance and worth,
or is morality valuable because, and only because, God approves it and commands us to follow its
dictates? The second question is raised by Kierkegaard in Fear and Trembling. He asks: Is a conflict
between religion and morality possible? Does God ever demand that we neglect our moral
commitments? The discussion on these questions is divided into three parts. In the first two parts,
we discuss the idea that morality depends on religion. The authors distinguish two types of
dependence: strong dependence, according to which the very existence, or validity, of moral
obligations depends on God's command, and weak dependence, according to which though morality
itself is independent of God, God (or belief in God) is necessary to enable human beings to know
their moral duties and to carry them out. The authors reject the strong dependence thesis, as well as
most versions of the weak dependence. The third part of the book discusses different versions of the
view that religion might conflict with morality. The authors reject this view, and show that very few
religious thinkers would follow it all the way through to its ultimate consequences. The book has
implications for the philosophy of religion, in its emphasis on the centrality of the moral element in
religion, and for moral philosophy, in its highlighting, among other things, of the nature of moral
judgments.
  the relationship between religion and morality: Christianity and the Roots of Morality ,
2017-06-06 What is the role of religion, especially Christianity, in morality, pro-social behavior and
altruism? Are there innate human moral capacities in the human mind? When and how did they
appear in the history of evolution? What is the real significance of Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on
the Mount — does it set up unique moral standards or only crystallize humans’ innate moral
intuitions? What is the role of religious teachings and religious communities in pro-social behavior?
Christianity and the Roots of Morality: Philosophical, Early Christian, and Empirical Perspectives
casts light on these questions through interdisciplinary articles by scholars from social sciences,

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-174/the-relationship-between-religion-and-morality.pdf


cognitive science, social psychology, sociology of religion, philosophy, systematic theology,
comparative religion and biblical studies. Contributors include: Nancy T. Ammerman, István
Czachesz, Grace Davie, Jutta Jokiranta, Simo Knuuttila, Kristen Monroe, Mika Ojakangas, Sami
Pihlström, Antti Raunio, Heikki Räisänen (✝), Risto Saarinen, Kari Syreeni, Lauri Thurén, Petri
Ylikoski.
  the relationship between religion and morality: Morality as a Religion W. R. Washington
Sullivan, 2022-09-16 W. R. Washington Sullivan's 'Morality as a Religion' undertakes a profound
analysis of ethical structures, exploring them as a framework akin to religious systems. Meticulously
delving into primary principles, Sullivan investigates the intricate connections between moral
imperatives and the ontological basis of belief systems. Characterized by a lucid prose style marked
by analytical precision, the work stands as an amalgam of philosophical treatise and literary
exposition. It is a text that contributes to the deepening of our understanding of how moral codes
are not only personal edicts but also social constructs influenced by historical and cultural contexts.
Sullivan's own scholarly background is reflected in the rigor and depth of the book's argumentation.
His extensive exploration into the philosophies of ethics and religion provides a fertile ground for the
book's thesis—that morality, in its universality and necessity for social cohesion, attains a kind of
sacrosanct status among human institutions. This text emerges from a wellspring of intellectual
curiosity and a lifetime's observation of the interplay between human action and moral consequence,
revealing Sullivan's personal commitment to understanding the roots of ethical behavior. 'Morality
as a Religion' is recommended for students of philosophy, sociology, and religious studies, as well as
for general readers with an interest in the moral compass of humanity. Sullivan's work offers not just
a reading experience but an invitation to introspection and debate on the very foundation of moral
judgment and the possibility of its reverence. Scholars and lay readers alike will find in this work a
crucial examination of morality through a quasi-religious lens, challenging and enriching our
perceptions of right and wrong.
  the relationship between religion and morality: Religion and Morality Paul W. Diener,
1997-01-01 Some people see religion and morality as undeniably connected; others see them as
irreconcilably separate. Paul Diener's accessible new book looks at the connection between these
two concepts and examines how various religious and philosophical systems understand morality.
  the relationship between religion and morality: The Theories of Darwin and Their
Relation to Philosophy, Religion, and Morality Rudolf Schmid, 1883
  the relationship between religion and morality: Antonio Gramsci and the Question of
Religion Bruce Grelle, 2016-09-19 Antonio Gramsci and the Question of Religion provides a new
introduction to the thought of Gramsci through the prisms of religious studies and comparative
ethics. Bruce Grelle shows that Gramsci’s key ideas – on hegemony, ideology, moral reformation,
traditional and organic intellectuals – were formulated with simultaneous considerations of religion
and politics. Identifying Gramsci’s particular brand of Marxism, Grelle offers an overview of
Gramsci’s approach to religion and applies it to contemporary debates over the role of religion and
morality in social order and social change. This book is ideal for students and scholars interested in
Gramsci, religion, and comparative ethics.
  the relationship between religion and morality: Religion [and] Morality James Vincent
Cleary, 1975
  the relationship between religion and morality: Religion, Morality and the Person Meyer
Fortes, 1987-10-15 Meyer Fortes (1906-1982) was one of the foremost anthropologists of this
century, who for many years worked among the Tallensi of northern Ghana. Although he published
seminally important monographs on Tallensi family and kinship and on political organization, his
work on their religion has hitherto remained confined to disparate journals and edited volumes. This
collection brings together in one place his major writings on religion.
  the relationship between religion and morality: On the relation between religion and
science George Combe, 1857
  the relationship between religion and morality: The Science of Religion, Spirituality,



and Existentialism Kenneth E. Vail III, Clay Routledge, 2020-04-04 The Science of Religion,
Spirituality, and Existentialism presents in-depth analysis of the core issues in existential
psychology, their connections to religion and spirituality (e.g., religious concepts, beliefs, identities,
and practices), and their diverse outcomes (e.g., psychological, social, cultural, and health). Leading
scholars from around the world cover research exploring how fundamental existential issues are
both cause and consequence of religion and spirituality, informed by research data spanning
multiple levels of analysis, such as: evolution; cognition and neuroscience; emotion and motivation;
personality and individual differences; social and cultural forces; physical and mental health; among
many others. The Science of Religion, Spirituality, and Existentialism explores known contours and
emerging frontiers, addressing the big question of why religious belief remains such a central
feature of the human experience. - Discusses both abstract concepts of mortality and concrete
near-death experiences - Covers the struggles and triumphs associated with freedom,
self-regulation, and authenticity - Examines the roles of social exclusion, experiential isolation,
attachment, and the construction of social identity - Considers the problems of uncertainty, the
effort to discern truth and reality, and the challenge to find meaning in life - Discusses how the mind
developed to handle existential topics, how the brain and mind implement the relevant processes,
and the many variations and individual differences that alter those processes - Delves into the
psychological functions of religion and science; the influence on pro- and antisocial behavior,
politics, and public policy; and looks at the role of spiritual concerns in understanding the human
body and maintaining physical health
  the relationship between religion and morality: Kant, Lotze and Ritschl Leonhard Stählin,
1889
  the relationship between religion and morality: A Bibliographic Guide to the Comparative
Study of Ethics John Braisted Carman, Mark Juergensmeyer, William Darrow, 1991-04-26 This
bibliography is the culmination of four years' work by a team of noted scholars; its annotated entries
are organised by religious tradition and cover each tradition's central concepts, offering a judicious
selection of primary and secondary works as well as recommendations of cross-cultural topics to be
explored. Specialists in the history and literature of religions and comparative religion will find this
bibliography a valuable research tool.
  the relationship between religion and morality: The Sources of Public Morality European
Society for Research in Ethics. Conference, 2003 The sources of public morality are an increasingly
pressing issue within philosophical and theological ethics. This book presents essays, covering a
broad spectrum of the various aspects of this problematic question, by some of the leading scholars
in the field. The essays address various approaches and traditions. Most were first presented as
lectures at a Societas Ethica conference in Berlin during August 2001; others are presented here for
the first time. Sven Andersen teaches systematic theology at Aarhus University, Denmark, Centre for
Bioethics. Ulrich Nissen teaches systematic theology at Aarhus University. Lars Reuter teaches
systematic theology at Aarhus University.
  the relationship between religion and morality: Determinism and Its Discontents Suresh
Kanekar, 2022-01-15 The deterministic position is that all events are effects of previous events and
causes of future events, in inexorable cause-effect sequences, which leave no room for intervention
of anything outside of the stream of causal relationships, such as free will, thus rendering moral
responsibility meaningless. Libertarians believe in freedom of will which is, for them, indispensable
for moral responsibility. This controversy can be resolved only by making a clear distinction between
two kinds of freedom. In common parlance, freedom means freedom from constraint or compulsion,
which can be designated as contra-constraintual freedom. The second meaning of freedom is
freedom from causation, which has been referred to as contra-causal freedom, and this is the
meaning that is inherent in the concept of freedom of will. If we have contra-causal freedom, we can
choose or decide to act irrespective of antecedent conditions including our own past. The distinction
between contra-causal freedom and contra-constraintual freedom is the key to the resolution of the
controversy between determinism and libertarianism. The absence of contra-causal freedom prevails



at the theoretical, conceptual, objective, abstract, or as-is level, whereas contra-constraintual
freedom functions at the practical, behavioral, subjective, concrete, or as-if level. All we need for
moral responsibility is contra-constraintual freedom, and not contra-causal freedom. At the as-is
level, there is neither freedom nor dignity, neither morality nor accountability, and neither purpose
nor meaning for human existence. It is only at the as-if level that these terms make any sense at all.
In theory there is no choice from alternative courses of action in light of the absence of contra-causal
freedom; in practice there is, in direct proportion to contra-constraintual freedom. And that practice
forms the foundation of criminal jurisprudence and moral behavior in general, without which human
civilization would not survive.
  the relationship between religion and morality: Introducing Anthropology of Religion Jack
David Eller, 2007-08-07 This lively and readable survey introduces students to key areas of the field
and shows how to apply an anthropological approach to the study of contemporary world religions.
Written by an experienced teacher, it covers all of the traditional topics of anthropology of religion,
including definitions and theories, beliefs, symbols and language, and ritual and myth, and combines
analytic and conceptual discussion with up-to-date ethnography and theory. Eller includes copious
examples from religions around the world – both familiar and unfamiliar – and two mini-case studies
in each chapter. He also explores classic and contemporary anthropological contributions to
important but often overlooked issues such as violence and fundamentalism, morality, secularization,
religion in America, and new religious movements. Introducing Anthropology of Religion
demonstrates that anthropology is both relevant and essential for understanding the world we
inhabit today.
  the relationship between religion and morality: The Principles of Moral Science Walter
McDonald, 1903
  the relationship between religion and morality: Handbook of Research on Development and
Religion Matthew Clarke, 2013-01-01 With eighty percent of the world's population professing
religious faith, religious belief is a common human characteristic. This fascinating and highly unique
Handbook brings together state-of-the-art research on incorporating religion into development
studies literature and research. The expert contributors illustrate that as religious identity is integral
to a community's culture, exclusion of religious consideration will limit successful development
interventions; it is therefore necessary to conflate religion and development to enhance efforts to
improve the lives of the poor. Issues addressed include: key tenets, beliefs and histories of religions;
religious response to development concerns (gender, environment, education, microfinance,
humanitarian assistance); and the role of faith based organisations and missionaries in the wider
development context. Practical case studies of countries across Africa, Eastern Europe and the
Pacific (including Australia) underpin the research, providing evidence that the intersection between
religion and development is neither new nor static. By way of conclusion, suggestions are prescribed
for extensive further research in order to advance understanding of this nascent field. This
path-breaking Handbook will prove a thought-provoking and stimulating reference tool for
academics, researchers and students in international development, international relations,
comparative religion and theology.
  the relationship between religion and morality: The Sociology of Religion Malcolm B.
Hamilton, 2002-06-01 The Sociology of Religion is a comprehensive and wide-ranging introduction to
theoretical debates in the sociology of religion, placing these theories in the context of specific
religious beliefs and practices. Using examples as diverse as primitive religions, Buddhism, millenial
movements, the Protestant Ethic, secularisation, cults and the new religious movements, Malcolm
Hamilton demonstrates the multiplicity of religious traditions and enables readers to place their own
experiences in a wider context. He draws on both historical and anthropological perspectives in his
examination of religious practices and outlines the work of major sociological theorists including
Marx, Durkheim, Malinowski and other Functionalists, Frazer and Weber in the examination of
world religion, bringing these theories up-to-date. The significance of each theoretical perspective is
illustrated by chapters on particular beliefs and practices.



  the relationship between religion and morality: Rationality, Religious Belief, and Moral
Commitment Robert Audi, William J. Wainwright, 1986 This book is unified by three broad concerns:
the rationality of belief in God, the relation between religion and morality, and the explication of the
concept of God. The essays are, however, marked by diversity. Some focus on historical figures, such
as Aquinas and Locke; others bring recent epistemological and metaphysical developments to bear
on problems of religious belief. Some of the papers explore neglected issues central to religious
practice, such as the question of how total devotion to God can permit other deep commitments;
others apply philosophical distinctions from within a religious tradition, for example, in setting out a
Christian approach to the problem of evil.
  the relationship between religion and morality: Philosophical Foundations for Moral
Education and Character Development George F. McLean, Frederick Edward Ellrod, 1992
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