the group by mary mccarthy

The Group by Mary McCarthy: A Timeless Exploration of Female Friendship and
Social Change

the group by mary mccarthy stands as a landmark novel that captures the
essence of female camaraderie, societal expectations, and personal growth in
mid-20th century America. Published in 1963, this work delves into the lives
of eight Vassar College graduates navigating the complexities of post-college
life, marriage, careers, and identity during a period of significant cultural
shifts. Mary McCarthy’s keen insight and witty prose make The Group not only
an engaging read but also an important commentary on the evolving roles of
women in society.

Understanding The Group by Mary McCarthy

At its core, The Group is a character-driven narrative that follows the
intertwined stories of eight young women from privileged backgrounds. These
women, fresh from one of the most prestigious women’s colleges at the time,
face an array of challenges and opportunities that reflect broader social
dynamics of the 1930s and 1940s America. McCarthy’s portrayal moves beyond
surface-level depictions, exploring themes like marriage, sexuality,
ambition, and societal pressures with a nuanced and often critical eye.

The Significance of the Title

The title, The Group, subtly points to the collective experience of these
women. Rather than focusing on a single protagonist, McCarthy presents a
mosaic of perspectives, highlighting how each character’s choices and
struggles resonate within their social circle. This approach underlines the
importance of community and friendship, while also acknowledging the
individuality of each woman’s journey.

Mary McCarthy’s Background and Influence on the
Novel

Understanding Mary McCarthy’s own life helps illuminate the authenticity in
The Group. An accomplished writer and intellectual, McCarthy was well-versed
in feminist ideas and known for her sharp social critiques. Her experiences
as a woman navigating academia and literary circles during a male-dominated
era inform much of the novel’s themes and characterizations. This personal
insight enriches the narrative, making it both a reflection of its time and a
timeless exploration of gender roles.



The Group’s Themes: Marriage, Gender Roles, and
Social Expectations

One of the most compelling aspects of The Group by Mary McCarthy is its
candid examination of marriage and gender expectations. Unlike many novels of
its era, McCarthy does not romanticize matrimony but instead presents it as a
complex and often fraught institution.

Marriage as a Social Contract

Many characters in The Group enter marriage with varying degrees of optimism
and pragmatism. McCarthy explores how societal pressure often dictates
women’s paths, pushing them toward domesticity even when it conflicts with
their personal ambitions or desires. The novel exposes the tensions between
individual freedom and conformity, portraying marriage as both a source of
security and a potential trap.

Exploring Female Sexuality

The Group was notable for its frank discussion of female sexuality at a time
when such topics were frequently taboo. McCarthy addresses women’s sexual
desires and experiences openly, challenging traditional notions of purity and
chastity. This honest portrayal contributes to the novel’s groundbreaking
status in feminist literature, inviting readers to reconsider the
complexities of women’s inner lives.

Career Aspirations and Limitations

Throughout the novel, the characters grapple with their professional
ambitions in a society that often limits women’s opportunities. Some pursue
careers in teaching, writing, or social work, while others sacrifice their
aspirations for family life. McCarthy highlights the systemic barriers women
face, making The Group a poignant commentary on the struggle for female
independence.

Character Dynamics and Development in The Group

The novel’s strength lies in its rich character development and the intricate
relationships among the women. Each character is distinct, with her own
dreams, flaws, and conflicts, creating a vivid tapestry of experiences.



Kay Strong: The Central Figure

Kay Strong is often seen as the de facto protagonist. Ambitious and
intelligent, she embodies the tension between societal expectations and
personal desires. Her journey through marriage, motherhood, and emotional
upheavals offers readers a deeply human perspective on the challenges women
face.

The Diversity Within the Group

While all eight women share a common educational background, their
personalities and life choices vary widely. This diversity allows McCarthy to
explore multiple facets of womanhood and social class. From the idealistic to
the pragmatic, the liberated to the constrained, these characters reflect the
multifaceted nature of female identity.

Friendship and Rivalry

The relationships between the women are complex, marked by support, jealousy,
competition, and solidarity. McCarthy captures the nuances of female
friendships, portraying them as sources of strength and conflict alike. This
dynamic adds depth to the narrative and resonates with readers who recognize
the complexities of their own social bonds.

The Group’s Place in Literary and Feminist
History

Since its publication, The Group by Mary McCarthy has been recognized as a
pioneering work in feminist literature and social commentary.

A Bold Portrayal for Its Time

In the early 1960s, when the novel was released, discussions about women’s
roles, sexuality, and independence were just beginning to gain mainstream
attention. McCarthy’s work stood out for its unflinching honesty and
intellectual rigor, challenging readers to confront uncomfortable truths
about gender inequality.



Influence on Later Feminist Writers

The Group paved the way for subsequent generations of female authors who
sought to explore women’'s lives with similar candor and complexity. Writers
such as Sylvia Plath, Joan Didion, and Erica Jong have acknowledged the
importance of McCarthy’'s contribution to feminist literature.

Criticism and Controversy

While widely praised, the novel also faced criticism for its candid content
and sometimes cynical tone. Some readers found its portrayal of marriage and
motherhood bleak, while others felt the characters were too privileged to
represent the broader female experience. These critiques, however, highlight
the novel’s role in sparking important conversations about class, gender, and
societal norms.

Why Read The Group by Mary McCarthy Today?

Despite being set in a specific historical context, The Group remains
relevant for contemporary readers interested in gender studies, social
history, or compelling storytelling.

Insight into Historical Gender Norms

The novel offers a window into the expectations and limitations placed on
women in the early 20th century, providing valuable context for understanding
the evolution of women’s rights and feminism.

Relatable Themes and Characters

Many of the struggles the characters face—balancing career and family,
seeking personal fulfillment, navigating friendships—continue to resonate.
McCarthy'’s sharp observations and complex characters make the story engaging
and thought-provoking.

Tips for Readers Approaching The Group

- Take your time with the novel to appreciate its detailed characterizations
and social commentary.
- Reflect on how the characters’ experiences compare with contemporary issues



surrounding gender roles.
- Consider reading supplementary materials or critical essays to deepen your
understanding of its historical and cultural significance.

Final Thoughts on The Group by Mary McCarthy

Mary McCarthy’s The Group is much more than a novel about a circle of
friends; it is a rich exploration of womanhood, societal expectations, and
the quest for identity. Its candid treatment of complex themes and memorable
characters ensures its place as a classic in American literature. Engaging
with this novel invites readers to reflect on how far society has come-and
how many of the challenges faced by women in the past continue to echo today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Group' by Mary
McCarthy?

'The Group' explores themes of feminism, social expectations, and the
struggles faced by women in the 1930s as they navigate marriage, career, and
personal identity.

Who are the central characters in 'The Group' by
Mary McCarthy?

The novel centers around eight women from Vassar College who graduate in
1933, including characters like Kay, Dottie, Libby, and Polly, each with
distinct personalities and life paths.

How does 'The Group' reflect the social and cultural
context of the 1930s?

‘The Group' portrays the limitations and expectations placed on women in the
1930s, highlighting issues such as contraception, marriage, and gender roles
during the Great Depression era.

What narrative style does Mary McCarthy use in 'The
Group'?

Mary McCarthy employs a third-person omniscient narrative style, allowing
insight into the thoughts and feelings of multiple characters, creating a
rich, multi-perspective story.



Why was 'The Group' considered controversial when it
was published?

'The Group' was controversial due to its candid discussion of topics like
sex, abortion, and mental health, which were taboo subjects in the 1960s when
the book was published.

How does Mary McCarthy address female friendship in
‘The Group'?

The novel depicts the complex and evolving dynamics of female friendship,
showing both support and rivalry among the women as they face societal
pressures.

What impact did 'The Group' have on feminist
literature?

'The Group' is regarded as an important work in feminist literature for its
honest portrayal of women's lives and critique of patriarchal norms,
influencing later feminist writers.

Has 'The Group' by Mary McCarthy been adapted into
other media?

Yes, 'The Group' was adapted into a film in 1966 directed by Sidney Lumet,
which brought wider attention to the novel and its themes.

Additional Resources
The Group by Mary McCarthy: An In-Depth Literary Exploration

the group by mary mccarthy stands as a seminal work in mid-20th century
American literature, offering a nuanced exploration of female identity,
intellectualism, and social change. First published in 1963, this novel
encapsulates the complexities faced by a cohort of eight women who graduated
from Vassar College in 1933, weaving their personal and professional lives
against the backdrop of the evolving cultural landscape of the United States.
Mary McCarthy’s incisive prose and keen psychological insight invite readers
to engage deeply not only with the characters’ individual struggles but also
with broader themes such as feminism, class dynamics, and political ideology.

Context and Historical Significance of The



Group by Mary McCarthy

Mary McCarthy’s novel emerges from a period marked by significant social
transformations, particularly in the roles and expectations of women. The
group by mary mccarthy captures the zeitgeist of the early to mid-20th
century, when traditional norms were increasingly questioned and redefined.
The 1930s to 1950s setting allows readers to observe the transition from a
rigidly structured society toward one grappling with modernity and shifting
power dynamics.

The narrative’s focus on Vassar-educated women is particularly meaningful
because it foregrounds a specific social class and educational privilege,
which shapes their experiences and worldview. McCarthy, herself a Vassar
alumna, draws on personal insight and cultural observation to craft
characters whose intellectual ambitions and interpersonal conflicts mirror
the tensions of their era.

Plot Overview and Character Dynamics

At its core, the group by mary mccarthy is a character-driven novel that
follows eight women—Kay, Dottie, Priss, Polly, Libby, Helena, Pokey, and
Nora—tracking their varied paths through marriage, career, motherhood, and
personal fulfillment. The narrative structure is episodic yet interconnected,
allowing each woman’s story to unfold with depth and complexity.

Kay, often considered the novel’s central figure, embodies the contradictions
of intellectual aspiration and emotional vulnerability. Through her
experiences, McCarthy probes issues of mental health, societal expectations,
and the elusive nature of happiness. The other characters serve as
counterpoints or complements, each representing different responses to the
pressures of gender roles and class.

Thematic Exploration: Feminism and Social Critique

One of the defining features of the group by mary mccarthy is its exploration
of feminism—not in the overt political sense that later decades would
embrace, but as a subtle critique of patriarchal structures and the
limitations imposed on women. The novel scrutinizes marriage as an
institution, questioning its promises and constraints, and delves into the
challenges women face in pursuing intellectual and professional fulfillment.

McCarthy'’s portrayal of these women is neither idealized nor dismissive;
rather, it reveals their strengths and flaws with equal candor. This balanced
depiction invites readers to reflect on the societal norms that shape
identity and agency. The novel’s attention to class distinctions and
political ideologies further enriches its social commentary, making it a



layered and enduring work.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

The group by mary mccarthy is notable for its sharp, witty prose and its
ability to blend realism with psychological depth. McCarthy employs a third-
person omniscient narrator who moves fluidly between characters’
perspectives, providing insight into their internal conflicts and motivations
without sacrificing narrative cohesion.

The novel’s pacing and structure reflect the fragmented nature of the
characters’ lives, with episodic scenes that highlight pivotal moments.
McCarthy'’s use of dialogue is particularly effective in revealing character
traits and social dynamics, often laced with irony and subtle humor. This
narrative style enhances the novel’s investigative tone, encouraging readers
to analyze rather than passively consume the story.

Comparative Analysis with Contemporary Works

When positioned alongside other mid-century novels focusing on women'’s
experiences, such as Betty Friedan’s "The Feminine Mystique" or Simone de
Beauvoir’s "The Second Sex," the group by mary mccarthy offers a fictional
complement that delves into the personal rather than the explicitly
political. Unlike more didactic feminist texts, McCarthy’s novel presents its
themes through the lived realities of its characters, making it both
accessible and emotionally resonant.

Additionally, compared to contemporaneous works like "Gone with the Wind" or
"The Catcher in the Rye," the group’s emphasis on female intellectual life
and social critique marks it as distinctive. Its exploration of education’s
impact on women’s prospects adds a valuable dimension to the literary
landscape of the time.

Reception and Legacy

Upon release, the group by mary mccarthy received critical acclaim for its
sophisticated characterizations and insightful social commentary. However,
some critics found its tone cynical, reflecting the ambivalence of the era
regarding women’s roles. Over time, the novel has gained recognition as a
pioneering text in feminist literature, studied for its complex portrayal of
women’s inner lives.

The book’s influence extends beyond literature into cultural studies and
gender theory, often cited in academic discussions about mid-century American
feminism and class structures. Its ongoing relevance is underscored by



contemporary readers who find resonance in the characters’ struggles with
identity, autonomy, and societal expectations.

Pros and Cons of The Group by Mary McCarthy

e Pros:

[¢]

Rich, multi-dimensional characters offering psychological realism

o

Sharp social critique interwoven with personal narratives

[¢]

Elegant prose and effective narrative structure

[¢]

Insightful exploration of gender, class, and intellectualism

e Cons:
o Some readers may find the episodic structure disjointed
o The novel’'s tone can be perceived as overly cynical or detached

o Heavy focus on a privileged social class may limit broader
relatability

Relevance in Modern Literary and Feminist
Discourse

In today’'s literary and feminist discourse, the group by mary mccarthy
remains a significant reference point. It offers historical context for
understanding the evolution of women’s roles in society and literature. The
novel’s candid treatment of mental health, marriage, and professional
ambition continues to resonate, especially as contemporary readers revisit
mid-century works with fresh perspectives.

Furthermore, the group’s emphasis on the intersection of education, class,
and gender provides fertile ground for scholarly analysis, particularly in
studies focused on privilege and societal expectations. McCarthy’s work
invites ongoing dialogue about the progress made and the challenges that
persist in achieving gender equity.



The group by mary mccarthy is not merely a period piece but a complex
narrative that engages with timeless themes through the lens of its time. Its
enduring appeal lies in its ability to provoke reflection and conversation
about the intricate interplay between individual desires and societal
pressures, making it a vital addition to both literary and cultural canons.

The Group By Mary Mccarthy

the group by mary mccarthy: The Group Mary McCarthy, 1991 Portrays the lives of eight
women graduated from the same class at Vassar.

the group by mary mccarthy: Group,

the group by mary mccarthy: The Group /by Mary McCarthy Mary McCarthy, 1963

the group by mary mccarthy: Group ,

the group by mary mccarthy: The Collected Novels Volume One Mary McCarthy,
2016-10-25 Three brilliant novels from a #1 New York Times-bestselling author. Navigating
friendship, sex, careers, and the challenges of adulthood, the characters of Mary McCarthy’s novels
remain instantly relatable, whether they're living in 1930s New York City or 1960s Paris. Here, three
of her most outstanding works are collected in one volume. The Group: This “witty . . . brilliant”
blockbuster bestseller follows eight privileged girls from their youthful friendship at Vassar through
their complicated journeys into womanhood (Cosmopolitan). The Company She Keeps: A “clever,
witty, polished” novel about a young bohemian’s daring political and romantic explorations among
an intellectual Manhattan social circle (TheNew York Times). Birds of America: In 1964, a shy young
student and birdwatcher arrives in Paris to study at the Sorbonne and finds himself disoriented by
the rapidly changing world around him. This “endlessly fascinating novel” (San Francisco Chronicle)
is “in the same class as Henry James’s The American and Henry Miller’s Tropic of Cancer” (Esquire).
Known for her satirical wit and blending of autobiographical detail from her own colorful life into
her fiction, McCarthy was a literary icon whose books provide a rich glimpse of
mid-twentieth-century America and a psychologically astute, timeless reading experience.

the group by mary mccarthy: Mary McCarthy's "The Group" Ria van de Plas, 1968

the group by mary mccarthy: The Company She Keeps Mary McCarthy, 2003 This is the
author's first novel, which relates the experiences of a young bohemian intellectual. The six episodes
create a fascinating portrait of a New York social circle of the 1930s. McCarthy's bold insight and
virtuoso style won her immediate recognition as one of the most accomplished, versatile, and
penetrating writers in americanca.

the group by mary mccarthy: The Group Mary McCarthy, 2023-08-03 'Absorbing, funny,
painful . . . I consider it a masterpiece' HILARY MANTEL 'Juicy, shocking, witty, and almost
continually brilliant' COSMOPOLITAN ‘A brilliant novel: honest, engaging and sharp as a tack'
SARAH WATERS 'Lively, vivid and exceedingly entertaining' SUNDAY TIMES 'One of my favourite
books ever' INDIA KNIGHT This groundbreaking novel celebrates its 60th anniversary in 2023. One
of the first novels to frankly depict friendship, sex and women's lives. It was a revelation and
continues to inspire today. WITH A NEW INTRODUCTION BY MONICA ALI Mary McCarthy's most
celebrated novel portrays the lives and aspirations of eight Vassar graduates. 'The group' meet in
New York following graduation to attend the wedding of one of their friends - and reconvene seven
years later at her funeral. The women, fresh from college, vowed not to become stuffy and
frightened like their parents, but to lead fulfilling, emancipated lives. Who really achieved this - and
what sacrifices and compromises had to be made? '"McCarthy's characters confront many of the
same issues as their modern counterparts: sex and contraception, career and marriage, love and
lust, fidelity to one's husband versus loyalty to one's friends and the attempt to carve out a place for


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-174/the-group-by-mary-mccarthy.pdf

oneself unconstrained by the gender limitations of previous generations. Its continuing relevance is
one of the book's most extraordinary attributes' ELIZABETH DAY, GUARDIAN

the group by mary mccarthy: Mary McCarthy: Novels 1963-1979 (LOA #291) Mary McCarthy,
2017-03-21 A collection of three novels by the author who transformed the scope and style of
twentieth-century American literature—including the landmark classic The Group In Mary
McCarthy's most famous novel, The Group (1963), she depicts the lives of eight Vassar College
graduates during the 1930s as they grapple with sex, sexism, money, motherhood, and family.
McCarthy's final two novels—Birds of America (1971), a coming of age tale of 19-year-old Peter Levi,
who travels to Europe during the 1960s, and Cannibals and Missionaries (1979), a thriller about a
group of passengers taken hostage on an airplane by militant hijackers—are both concerned with the
state of modern society, from the cross-currents of radical social change to the psychology of
terrorism. As a special feature, this second volume contains McCarthy's 1979 essay The Novels that
Got Away, on her unfinished fiction. LIBRARY OF AMERICA is an independent nonprofit cultural
organization founded in 1979 to preserve our nation’s literary heritage by publishing, and keeping
permanently in print, America’s best and most significant writing. The Library of America series
includes more than 300 volumes to date, authoritative editions that average 1,000 pages in length,
feature cloth covers, sewn bindings, and ribbon markers, and are printed on premium acid-free
paper that will last for centuries.

the group by mary mccarthy: Mary McCarthy: Novels 1963-1979 (LOA #291) Mary
McCarthy, 2017-03-21 A collection of three novels by the author who transformed the scope and
style of twentieth-century American literature—including the landmark classic The Group In Mary
McCarthy's most famous novel, The Group (1963), she depicts the lives of eight Vassar College
graduates during the 1930s as they grapple with sex, sexism, money, motherhood, and family.
McCarthy's final two novels—Birds of America (1971), a coming of age tale of 19-year-old Peter Levi,
who travels to Europe during the 1960s, and Cannibals and Missionaries (1979), a thriller about a
group of passengers taken hostage on an airplane by militant hijackers—are both concerned with the
state of modern society, from the cross-currents of radical social change to the psychology of
terrorism. As a special feature, this second volume contains McCarthy's 1979 essay The Novels that
Got Away, on her unfinished fiction. LIBRARY OF AMERICA is an independent nonprofit cultural
organization founded in 1979 to preserve our nation’s literary heritage by publishing, and keeping
permanently in print, America’s best and most significant writing. The Library of America series
includes more than 300 volumes to date, authoritative editions that average 1,000 pages in length,
feature cloth covers, sewn bindings, and ribbon markers, and are printed on premium acid-free
paper that will last for centuries.

the group by mary mccarthy: The Lesbian Index Kim Emery, 2002-01-01 Adds historical and
philosophical perspectives to current debates over whether lesbian identity is socially constructed or
genetically based.

the group by mary mccarthy: Mary McCarthy: Mary McCarthy : novels, 1963-1979: The group
Mary McCarthy, 2017 For the first time in a deluxe collector's edition, all seven novels and eight
classic stories by the witty and provocative writer who defined a generation.

the group by mary mccarthy: Occasional Prose Mary McCarthy, 2013-10-15 DIVDIVReading
and romance, gardening tips, a farewell to a friend, even an opera retold make up this stellar
collection from the bestselling author of The Group and Memories of a Catholic Girlhood/divDIV This
intriguing nonfiction collection by Mary McCarthy is a cornucopia of literary delights that challenges
the mind and captivates the senses./divDIV “On Rereading a Favorite Book” is McCarthy’s reaction
to returning to Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina after more than thirty years. In “Politics and the Novel,” she
shatters a myth about the American versus European style of storytelling. Acts of reading, when
consummated, are akin to “Acts of Love.” And “Saying Good-bye to Hannah” is a poignant farewell
to the author of The Human Condition and, in particular, The Life of the Mind, the book Hannah
Arendt saw as her crowning achievement./divDIV Whether giving us the story of La Traviata in her
own words or reviewing a charming and practical book on gardening, McCarthy imbues Occasional



Prose with her powerful sense of time and place. Uninhibited and uncensored, it filters the world
through her unique gifts of observation and novelist’s masterful eye for detail. This is a book for
anyone interested in the life of the mind—and heart. /divDIV This ebook features an illustrated
biography of Mary McCarthy including rare images from the author’s estate./div/div

the group by mary mccarthy: Mary McCarthy's The Group as a Social History of Women's
Lives in the Thirties Allene Willis Murdoch, 1973

the group by mary mccarthy: Drinking, Smoking and Screwing Sara Nickles, 1994-08 Before
the notion of political correctness encroached on the ways people spoke, wrote, and conducted
themselves in public and private, some of America's best writers embraced unsafe sex, excessive
alcohol, and a good cigar. From the classically libidinous Henry Miller to the hilariously
contemporary Fran Lebowitz, Drinking, Smoking and Screwing includes novel excerpts, essays,
poems, and short stories in a bawdy and thoroughly entertaining anthology with no warnings -- and
no apologies.

the group by mary mccarthy: New York Women of Wit in the Twentieth Century Sabrina
Fuchs Abrams, 2023-12-05 Seen as too smart, too sassy, too sexy, and too strident, female humorists
have been resisted and overlooked. New York Women of Wit in the Twentieth Century corrects this
tendency, focusing on the foremothers of women’s humor in modern America, who used satire,
irony, and wit as indirect forms of social protest. This book focuses on the women who stood on the
periphery of predominantly male New York intellectual circles in the twentieth century. Sabrina
Fuchs Abrams argues that the advent of modernism, the women's suffrage movement, the
emergence of the New Woman and the New Negro Woman, and the growth of urban centers in the
1920s and '30s gave rise to a new voice of women’s humor, one that was at once defiant and
conflicted in defining female identity and the underlying assumptions about gender roles in
American society. Her study gives special attention to the contributions of the satirists Edna St.
Vincent Millay (pseudonym Nancy Boyd), Tess Slesinger, Dorothy Parker, Jessie Redmon Fauset,
Dawn Powell, and Mary McCarthy. Grounded in theories of humor, feminist and critical race theory,
and urban studies, this book will find an audience among scholars and students interested in women
writers, feminist humor, modern American literature, and African American studies.

the group by mary mccarthy: Seeing Mary Plain: A Life of Mary McCarthy Frances Kiernan,
2002-05-17 A revealing portrait of the dramatic life of writer and intellectual Mary McCarthy. From
her Partisan Review days to her controversial success as the author of The Group, to an epic libel
battle with Lillian Hellman, Mary McCarthy brought a nineteenth-century scope and drama to her
emblematic twentieth-century life. Dubbed by Time as quite possibly the cleverest woman America
has ever produced, McCarthy moved in a circle of ferociously sharp-tongued intellectuals—all of
whom had plenty to say about this diamond in their midst. Frances Kiernan's biography does justice
to one of the most controversial American intellectuals of the twentieth century. With interviews
from dozens of McCarthy's friends, former lovers, literary and political comrades-in-arms, awestruck
admirers, amused observers, and bitter adversaries, Seeing Mary Plain is rich in ironic judgment
and eloquent testimony. A Los Angeles Times Best Book of 2000 and a Washington Post Book World
Rave.

the group by mary mccarthy: Mary MacCarthy Irvin Stock, 1968 Mary McCarthy - American
Writers 72 was first published in 1968. Minnesota Archive Editions uses digital technology to make
long-unavailable books once again accessible, and are published unaltered from the original
University of Minnesota Press editions.

the group by mary mccarthy: Ideas and the Novel Mary McCarthy, 2013-10-15 DIVDIVIn
this eye-opening book, Mary McCarthy shares her love of the novel and her fear that it is becoming
an endangered literary species/divDIV “He had a mind so fine that no idea could violate it.”/divDIV
So begins Mary McCarthy’s fascinating critical analysis of the novel (and its practitioners) from her
double-edged perspective as both reader and writer. The bestselling author of The Group takes T. S.
Eliot’s quote about Henry James, written in 1918, as a jumping-off point to discuss how the novel has
evolved—or not—in the last century. In this lively, erudite book, McCarthy throws down the gauntlet:



Why did the nineteenth century produce novels of ideas while the twentieth century is so lacking in
serious fiction? She winnows out the underachieving (read: overhyped) authors from the geniuses,
explores why Jean Valjean personifies man’s conscience in Victor Hugo’s Les Misérables, and shows
how Stendhal’s The Red and the Black “illustrates the evil effects of reading.” She also tackles the
role of the omniscient narrator and analogizes novels to air travel./divDIV With its exploration of
authors from Balzac to D. H. Lawrence, Ideas and the Novel holds inviolate the idea of the novel as a
means ultimately of liberating ideas./divDIV This ebook features an illustrated biography of Mary
McCarthy including rare images from the author’s estate./div/div

the group by mary mccarthy: The Oasis Mary McCarthy, 2013-06-18 A vicious and brilliant
satire of human vanity from the author of the classic bestseller The Group Long out of print, Mary
McCarthy's second novel is a bitingly funny satire set in the early years of the Cold War about a
group of writers, editors, and intellectuals who retreat to rural New England to found a hilltop
utopia. With this group loosely divided into two factions—purists, led by the libertarian editor
Macdougal Macdermott, and the realists, skeptics led by the smug Will Taub—the situation is ripe
not only for disaster but for comedy, as reality clashes with their dreams of a perfect society. Though
written as a roman a clef, McCarthy barely disguised her characters, including using her former
lover Philip Rahv, founder of Partisan Review, as the model for Will Taub. As a result, the novel
caused an absolute explosion of outrage among the literary elite of the day, who clearly recognized
themselves among her all-too-accurate portraits. Rahv threatened a lawsuit to stop publication.
Diana Trilling, Lionel Trilling's wife, called McCarthy a thug. McCarthy's friend Dwight McDonald
(Macdougal Macdermott) called it vicious, malicious, and nasty. Never one to shy away from
controversy, McCarthy's portrait of her generation had indeed drawn blood. But the brilliance of the
novel has outlasted its first detonation and can now be enjoyed for its aphoritic, fearless dissection
of the vanities of human endeavor. In an added bonus, the renowned essayist Vivian Gornick details
in a moving introduction the importance of McCarthy's intellectual and artistic bravery, and how she
influenced a generation of young writers and thinkers.
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