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empson

**Exploring the Seven Types of Ambiguity by William Empson**

seven types of ambiguity william empson is a phrase that immediately calls to mind
one of the most influential works in literary criticism. William Empson’s groundbreaking
book, *Seven Types of Ambiguity*, published in 1930, revolutionized the way we
understand poetry and language. Empson didn’t just identify ambiguity as a vague or
confusing element; he dissected it into distinct categories, showing how ambiguity enriches
literature by adding layers of meaning. Today, we’ll dive into the seven types of ambiguity
William Empson identified, exploring their significance, examples, and why they still matter
for readers and writers alike.

Understanding Empson’s Contribution to Literary
Analysis

Before unpacking the seven types of ambiguity, it's worth appreciating why William
Empson’s work remains essential. At a time when literary criticism was often rigid and
formal, Empson’s approach was fresh and analytical, emphasizing how ambiguity isn’t a
flaw but a powerful artistic tool. His framework helps readers recognize the subtle nuances
in poetry and prose that create emotional depth and intellectual complexity.

Empson’s seven types of ambiguity shine a light on how words and phrases can function on
multiple levels simultaneously. This multi-layered meaning invites readers to engage
actively with the text, interpreting it in various ways depending on context, tone, and
individual perception.

The Seven Types of Ambiguity William Empson
Identified

Each type of ambiguity that Empson describes highlights a different way language can be
“double-edged.” Here’s a breakdown of what each type entails and how it applies in literary
contexts.

1. First Type: Simple Vagueness or Polysemy

The first type involves words or phrases that are simply unclear or have multiple meanings.
This is the ambiguity most people first think of—a word with several dictionary definitions
that could all make sense in the sentence. For example, the word “bank” could refer to a
financial institution or the side of a river. Poets often use this to keep interpretations open-



ended, allowing readers to choose the meaning that resonates most strongly.

2. Second Type: Two Ideas that Contrast or Conflict

Here, the ambiguity arises because a phrase or word can be understood in two conflicting
ways. This isn’t mere vagueness but deliberate tension between meanings. For instance, a
poem might describe a “cold fire,” which combines opposing concepts, forcing readers to
grapple with the paradox. Empson saw this kind of ambiguity as particularly rich because it
generates emotional or intellectual complexity.

3. Third Type: Two Ideas That Support or Reinforce
Each Other

Unlike the second type, the third type of ambiguity involves meanings that coexist
harmoniously, complementing one another. This can create a layered understanding where
the words work on multiple levels simultaneously. For example, a phrase like “bright light”
might mean literal brilliance but also metaphorical enlightenment. This type of ambiguity
enhances the depth of imagery and symbolism.

4. Fourth Type: Two Ideas That Explain Each Other

In this type, the ambiguous meanings serve to clarify or illuminate one another, creating a
richer interpretation. It's as if the phrase contains an internal dialogue between its
interpretations, where each sheds light on the other. A metaphor might initially seem
puzzling but then reveal a profound truth when both meanings are considered together.

5. Fifth Type: Two Ideas That Result from Ambiguous
Grammar or Syntax

Sometimes ambiguity isn’t about the meanings of individual words but how those words are
arranged. This syntactic ambiguity can lead to multiple ways of parsing a sentence. Classic
examples include garden path sentences where the reader is initially led down one
interpretive path before realizing another reading fits better. Empson recognized that poets
often play with grammar to keep readers guessing.

6. Sixth Type: Two Ideas That Are Opposed and Yet
Both Valid

This type is subtle yet powerful. The ambiguity arises because the phrase can be
interpreted in two opposite ways, and both are equally justified. It's a form of paradox that



refuses to be resolved neatly. For example, a poem might say “He was both a hero and a
villain,” challenging black-and-white distinctions and embracing complexity.

7. Seventh Type: Two or More Conflicting Ideas That
Cannot Be Reconciled

Finally, the seventh type represents the most complex form of ambiguity, where multiple
conflicting ideas clash within a phrase or text, and no single interpretation can dominate.
This unresolvable tension often mirrors real-life contradictions, making literature feel more
authentic and thought-provoking.

Why Understanding the Seven Types of
Ambiguity William Empson Describes is Valuable

Recognizing these seven types of ambiguity enriches reading experiences. Whether you're
a student, poet, or casual reader, being attuned to these nuances deepens your
appreciation of language’s power. Ambiguity invites multiple layers of meaning,
encouraging critical thinking and emotional engagement.

For writers, Empson’s framework is a treasure trove. Employing ambiguity deliberately can
elevate writing, making it resonate with readers on many levels. It allows for subtlety and
complexity, turning simple statements into profound meditations.

Applying Empson’s Ambiguity Types in Modern
Literature and Beyond

Though Empson’s study focused on poetry, his insights extend far beyond. Contemporary
fiction, film scripts, advertisements, and even everyday communication rely on ambiguity
to capture attention and convey layered messages.

For example, film noir often uses ambiguous dialogue to create suspense, while modern
novels might embrace ambiguous endings to provoke discussion. Advertisers use ambiguity
to invite consumers into active interpretation, making slogans memorable.

Tips for Identifying Ambiguity in Texts

If you want to spot the seven types of ambiguity William Empson outlined, here are some
helpful strategies:

e Look for words with multiple meanings: Does a word or phrase have more than



one possible interpretation?
* Notice contradictions or paradoxes: Are opposing ideas presented side by side?

¢ Analyze sentence structure: Could the grammar or syntax suggest different
readings?

e Consider context: How does the surrounding text influence possible meanings?

* Reflect on emotional or intellectual tensions: Are there ideas that seem to
conflict yet coexist?

By practicing these steps, you’'ll develop a keener eye for literary ambiguity and gain a
deeper understanding of how language functions.

Empson’s Legacy in Literary Criticism

William Empson’s *Seven Types of Ambiguity* remains a cornerstone in literary theory,
influencing generations of critics and readers. His analytical lens encourages us to embrace
uncertainty and complexity rather than shy away from them. In a world where clarity is
often prized, Empson reminds us that the richness of literature often lies in its ambiguities.

Whether analyzing Shakespeare’s sonnets, modernist poetry, or everyday conversations,
the seven types of ambiguity William Empson identified provide a roadmap for exploring
the multifaceted nature of language. It's an invitation to dive deeper, think harder, and
appreciate the subtle art of meaning-making.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Seven Types of Ambiguity' by William Empson
about?

'Seven Types of Ambiguity' is a literary criticism work by William Empson that analyzes the
various ways in which ambiguity operates in poetry and literature, categorizing seven
distinct types of ambiguity.

Who was William Empson?

William Empson was a British literary critic and poet, best known for his influential work
'Seven Types of Ambiguity' published in 1930, which revolutionized literary criticism by
exploring complexity in language.



What are the seven types of ambiguity according to
Empson?

Empson's seven types include: 1) Two or more meanings in one word or phrase; 2) Two
ideas that are incompatible but both relevant; 3) Two ideas that are incompatible but both
true; 4) Two ideas that contradict each other but are both true; 5) An expression that

conveys two different attitudes; 6) Description of a character or situation that is open to
multiple interpretations; 7) A statement that has multiple implications or possibilities.

Why is ambiguity important in literature according to
William Empson?

Empson argues that ambiguity enriches literature by creating depth, complexity, and
multiple layers of meaning, allowing readers to engage with texts on various interpretive
levels.

How did 'Seven Types of Ambiguity' influence literary
criticism?
'Seven Types of Ambiguity' introduced a systematic approach to understanding complexity

in language, influencing New Criticism and modern literary theory by emphasizing close
reading and the significance of ambiguity.

Can you give an example of the first type of ambiguity
described by Empson?

The first type of ambiguity involves a word or phrase with two or more meanings. For
example, in Shakespeare's line 'l am too much in the sun,' 'sun' can mean both the literal
sun and being in the spotlight.

Is 'Seven Types of Ambiguity' still relevant today?

Yes, Empson's analysis of ambiguity remains relevant as it continues to provide valuable
tools for interpreting literary texts, understanding language complexity, and appreciating
nuanced meanings.

How does Empson distinguish between ambiguity and
vagueness?

Empson distinguishes ambiguity as the presence of multiple distinct meanings or
interpretations, whereas vagueness refers to lack of precision or clarity without necessarily
having multiple specific meanings.

What role does ambiguity play in poetry according to



Empson?

Ambiguity in poetry allows for multiple interpretations, enriches emotional and intellectual
responses, and enables poets to convey complex ideas and feelings simultaneously.

Where can | find a detailed analysis of William Empson's
'Seven Types of Ambiguity'?

Detailed analyses can be found in literary criticism textbooks, academic journals, and online
resources such as university lecture notes, literary study guides, and educational websites
dedicated to poetry and criticism.

Additional Resources

Seven Types of Ambiguity: William Empson’s Seminal Contribution to Literary Criticism

seven types of ambiguity william empson remains a foundational phrase in the study
of literary theory and criticism. William Empson’s groundbreaking work, *Seven Types of
Ambiguity*, first published in 1930, revolutionized the way critics and readers engage with
poetry and prose. His meticulous categorization of ambiguity unveiled layers of complexity
within language that challenge simplistic interpretations. This article delves deeply into the
seven types of ambiguity as defined by Empson, exploring their significance, application,
and enduring impact on literary analysis.

Understanding William Empson’s Theory of
Ambiguity

William Empson’s theory emerged during the early 20th century’s modernist movement, a
period marked by a shift towards exploring the multiplicity and instability of meaning in
texts. Ambiguity, in Empson’s framework, is not a flaw or a mere linguistic accident but a
deliberate artistic strategy that enriches literature. His work identifies seven distinct forms
of ambiguity, each representing different ways in which language can simultaneously
sustain multiple interpretations.

Empson’s analysis is not limited to poetic texts; it extends to prose, drama, and any form

where meaning is layered, subtle, or contradictory. The seven types highlight the richness
of language and its capacity to invoke complex human emotions, thoughts, and conflicts.

By dissecting these categories, readers and critics gain a more nuanced understanding of
authorial intent, reader response, and textual interplay.

The Seven Types of Ambiguity Explained



1. Ambiguity of a Single Word or Phrase

The most straightforward type identified by Empson involves a word or phrase that carries
multiple meanings simultaneously. This is often seen in puns or words with dual definitions.
For instance, in poetry, a word might evoke both a concrete and an abstract idea, creating
a tension that deepens the text’s resonance. This lexical ambiguity invites readers to
navigate the semantic layers and uncover hidden meanings.

2. Ambiguity of a Single Expression in Relation to Its
Context

Here, a phrase takes on different shades of meaning depending on the surrounding text.
The ambiguity arises not from the word itself but from its interaction with the sentence or
stanza. This type emphasizes the importance of context in shaping meaning, highlighting
how the same expression can evoke contrasting interpretations when placed alongside
different textual elements.

3. Ambiguity Involving Contradictory Meanings

In this category, a phrase or line suggests contradictory ideas that cannot be reconciled
easily. This deliberate paradox creates a sense of complexity and depth. Empson’s analysis
points out how poets use this form to reflect the multifaceted nature of human experience,
where conflicting emotions or ideas coexist.

4. Ambiguity Arising from Multiple Levels of Meaning

This type occurs when a text operates simultaneously on different interpretive planes, such
as literal, figurative, symbolic, or allegorical. A single passage might serve as a
straightforward narrative while also conveying metaphorical or philosophical insights.
Empson’s insight here is crucial for understanding literature that resists reductive readings,
encouraging exploration of layered significances.

5. Ambiguity Through Contrasting Interpretations by
Different Readers

Empson acknowledged that ambiguity is not solely embedded in the text but also arises
from varied reader responses. Different audiences might interpret the same passage in
divergent ways based on their perspectives, backgrounds, or emotional states. This form
highlights the interactive nature of meaning-making between text and reader.



6. Ambiguity Based on Authorial Unsureness or
Hesitation

Sometimes ambiguity reflects an author’s own uncertainty or deliberate indecision. A text
might present conflicting ideas without a clear resolution, mirroring the complexities of
thought or moral ambiguity. This type opens up space for multiple interpretations,
emphasizing literature’s role in exploring doubt and contradiction.

7. Ambiguity That Results from the Text’s Structural or
Syntactical Complexity

Finally, Empson identified ambiguity stemming from intricate sentence structures or
unusual syntax. Complex constructions can produce multiple grammatical or semantic
readings, challenging readers to parse meaning carefully. This type showcases how form
and language mechanics contribute to the multifaceted nature of ambiguity.

The Significance of Empson’s Seven Types in
Literary Criticism

William Empson’s categorization not only enriched literary criticism but also offered
practical tools for detailed textual analysis. His work encouraged critics to move beyond
surface-level readings and embrace the inherent complexity of texts. By identifying
different types of ambiguity, Empson helped establish ambiguity as a vital artistic resource
rather than a limitation.

Moreover, his approach influenced subsequent critical movements, including New Criticism
and Structuralism, which prioritize close reading and textual evidence. The emphasis on
ambiguity also resonates with postmodern perspectives that question fixed meanings and
celebrate interpretive plurality.

Practical Applications of Empson’s Theory

- **Close Reading:** Empson’s framework provides a systematic method for close reading
by pinpointing where ambiguities occur and analyzing their nature.

- **Teaching Literature:** Educators use the seven types as a guide to help students
appreciate the depth and subtlety of literary works.

- **Creative Writing:** Writers often employ ambiguity intentionally to elicit multiple
emotional or intellectual responses from readers.

- **Comparative Analysis:** Critics can compare how different authors use similar types of
ambiguity to achieve varied aesthetic effects.



Challenges and Critiques of Empson’s Framework

While Empson’s seven types have been widely praised, some scholars critique the rigidity
of categorizing ambiguity into discrete types. Literary ambiguity can be fluid and
overlapping, making strict classification challenging. Additionally, some argue that
Empson’s focus on ambiguity privileges complexity over clarity, potentially alienating
readers who favor straightforward narratives.

Despite these debates, the seven types remain a useful heuristic, offering a structured
entry point into the study of literary ambiguity.

Legacy and Continued Relevance

Nearly a century after its publication, *Seven Types of Ambiguity* endures as a seminal
text in literary studies. Modern digital humanities projects and linguistic analyses continue
to draw on Empson’s insights, applying them to contemporary poetry, prose, and even
multimedia texts. The ongoing dialogue around ambiguity in literature underscores its
central role in shaping meaning and reader engagement.

In an age where communication often seeks clarity and precision, Empson’s work reminds
us that ambiguity enriches language, art, and understanding by embracing complexity
rather than shying away from it. His seven types offer both a lens and a challenge: to read
deeply, think critically, and appreciate the multifaceted nature of meaning itself.

Seven Types Of Ambiguity William Empson

seven types of ambiguity william empson: Seven Types Of Ambiguity William Empson,
2016-09-06 Many of the earliest books, particularly those dating back to the 1900s and before, are
now extremely scarce and increasingly expensive. We are republishing these classic works in
affordable, high quality, modern editions, using the original text and artwork.

seven types of ambiguity william empson: Seven Types of Ambiguity. William Empson.
3rd Edition William Empson, 1953

seven types of ambiguity william empson: W. B. Yeats Alexander Norman Jeffares, 1997
This set comprises of 40 volumes covering nineteenth and twentieth century European and American
authors. These volumes will be available as a complete set, mini boxed sets (by theme) or as
individual volumes. This second set compliments the first 68 volume set of Critical Heritage
published by Routledge in October 1995.

seven types of ambiguity william empson: The Critics who Made Us George Core, 1993
Collects essays published in the last seven years in the distinguished literary journal that revaluates
eminent British and American literary critics of the 20th century. Among those whose work is
discussed are Eliot, Pound, Frye, and Trilling, Wilson, Cowley, Burke, Warren, Jarrell, and
Brooks--virtually all of whom shared a commitment to the craft of criticism, wrote poetry or fiction,
and also left their mark as editors. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

seven types of ambiguity william empson: Radical Empiricists Helen Thaventhiran, 2015
Radical Empiricists presents a new history of criticism in the first half of the twentieth-century,
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against the backdrop of the modernist crisis of meaning. Our received idea of modernist criticism is
that its novelty lay in being very empirical: critics believed in looking closely at words on the page.
Such close reading has since been easy to ridicule, but this book seeks to consider whether this is
fair: have we, in the rush either to dismiss, or even to defend, the idea of close reading, often failed
to look closely at what it involves in practice? Against this oversight, Radical Empiricists turns close
reading back on itself, proposing some innovative readings of the prose of five major modernist
poet-critics: I.A. Richards, T.S. Eliot, William Empson, R.P. Blackmur, and Marianne Moore. The
book is divided into two parts, preceded by an introduction that explores what these five writers
share: a radical self-consciousness about the key critical concept, meaning. Part I, How to read,
considers the prose techniques of Eliot, Richards, and Empson as they push at the boundaries of
verbal analysis in other disciplines: experimental psychology and anthropology, classical
commentary, and textual criticism. Part II introduces Blackmur and Moore, alongside Empson, and
takes a more polemical look at how their critical styles defy various modernist orthodoxies about
how not to read (for example, that paraphrase always destroys poetic meaning). Many of these
orthodoxies remain current: re-visiting their history, and attending to the rich detail of critical prose
styles, can allow us to lift some old, unreflective constraints on our ways of knowing about poems.

seven types of ambiguity william empson: Seven Modes of Uncertainty C. Namwali Serpell,
2014-04-30 Literature is uncertain. Literature is good for us. These two ideas are often taken for
granted. But what is the relationship between literature’s capacity to perplex and its ethical value?
Seven Modes of Uncertainty contends that literary uncertainty is crucial to ethics because it pushes
us beyond the limits of our experience.

seven types of ambiguity william empson: Shakespearian and Other Essays James Smith,
1974-04-25 Originally published in 1974, this volume presents essays on Shakespeare's comedies by
the late James Smith.

seven types of ambiguity william empson: Metaphor Robert Rogers, 1978-01-01

seven types of ambiguity william empson: The Oxford Encyclopedia of British Literature
David Scott Kastan, 2006-03-03 From folk ballads to film scripts, this new five-volume encyclopedia
covers the entire history of British literature from the seventh century to the present, focusing on
the writers and the major texts of what are now the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland. In
five hundred substantial essays written by major scholars, the Encyclopedia of British Literature
includes biographies of nearly four hundred individual authors and a hundred topical essays with
detailed analyses of particular themes, movements, genres, and institutions whose impact upon the
writing or the reading of literature was significant.An ideal companion to The Oxford Encyclopedia
of American Literature, this set will prove invaluable for students, scholars, and general readers.For
more information, including a complete table of contents and list of contributors, please visit
www.oup.com/us/ebl

seven types of ambiguity william empson: The Oxford Encyclopedia of British Literature
David Scott Kastan, 2006-03-03 From folk ballads to film scripts, this new five-volume encyclopedia
covers the entire history of British literature from the seventh century to the present, focusing on
the writers and the major texts of what are now the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland. In
five hundred substantial essays written by major scholars, the Encyclopedia of British Literature
includes biographies of nearly four hundred individual authors and a hundred topical essays with
detailed analyses of particular themes, movements, genres, and institutions whose impact upon the
writing or the reading of literature was significant. An ideal companion to The Oxford Encyclopedia
of American Literature, this set will prove invaluable for students, scholars, and general readers. For
more information, including a complete table of contents and list of contributors, please visit
www.oup.com/us/ebl

seven types of ambiguity william empson: Bandwidths David LaRocca, 2025-01-23
Distinguished literary and film theorists convene to engage with Garrett Stewart's twenty books of
inter-medial analysis, shelved across several disciplines, in a collection of essays as multifaceted and
resonant as Stewart's own writing. Critical luminaries from the fields of literary and film studies



assess the methods and scope of Garrett Stewart's career-long work across the fields of literary
history and poetics, cinema and media studies. The unprecedented scope of Stewart's interests also
embraces certain lines of development in art history down through the so-called post-medium
condition, including abstract as well as figurative painting, conceptual book sculpture-followed by an
interactive e-text monograph on the place of time-based images in contemporary gallery installation.
Through it all, under the rubric of what Stewart calls “narratography,” there is a continual return to
microplots of fictional phrasing, from Victorian novels to post-millennial American fiction. Given
Stewart's steadily tuned ear for the play of vocal enunciation, his interests arc in this way from a
performative phonetics of print text to a study of star-singing on screen. Assorted essays variously
analyze directly, or extrapolate from, Stewart's evolving methodology: a “signature” analytic
intensity tested in its yield on interpretive challenges from literary prose and art history through
cinema theory and screen stardom. Bandwidths accompanies a companion volume, Attention
Spans-Stewart's “autobiographical,” or better, autophilosophical chronicle of method and evolution.
Contributors to Bandwidths either address Stewart's aims and achievements directly or build
implicitly on them in fresh investigations of their own. Bandwidths is a rare window into the
genealogy, and contested energies, of interpretive endeavor, and offers interpretive and
methodological interventions into fields ready to be reminded and recharged by Stewart's stalwart
catalogue of indefatigable literary-critical and intermedial offerings.

seven types of ambiguity william empson: 1. A. Richards (Routledge Revivals) John Paul
Russo, 2015-06-11 A pioneering critic, educator, and poet, I. A. Richards (1893-1979) helped the
English-speaking world decide not only what to read but how to read it. Acknowledged father of New
Criticism, he produced the most systematic body of critical writing in the English language since
Coleridge. His method of close reading dominated the English-speaking classroom for half a century.
John Paul Russo draws on close personal acquaintance with Richards as well as on unpublished
materials, correspondence, and interviews, to write the first biography (originally published in 1989)
of one of last century’s most influential and many-sided men of letters.

seven types of ambiguity william empson: The Advancement of Literary and Cultural Theory
Sureya Sultana, 2023-01-31

seven types of ambiguity william empson: Being of Two Minds Jonathan Goldberg,
2022-09-20 Being of Two Minds examines the place that early modern literature held in Modernist
literary criticism. For T. S. Eliot, Virginia Woolf, and William Empson, the early modern period helps
model a literary future. At stake in their engagements across time were ontological questions about
literature and its ability to mediate between the one and the many, the particular and the general,
life and death, the past and the present. If reading and writing literature enables the mind to be in
two places at once, creative experience serves as a way to participate in an expanded field of
consciousness alongside mortality. Goldberg reads the readings that these modernists performed on
texts that Eliot claimed for the canon like the metaphysical poets and Jacobean dramatists, but also
Shakespeare, Milton, Montaigne, and Margaret Cavendish. Ontological concerns are reflected in
Eliot’s engagement with Aristotle’s theory of the soul and Empson’s Buddhism. These arguments
about being affect minds and bodies and call into question sexual normativity: Eliot glances at a
sodomitical male-male mode of literary transmission; Woolf produces a Judith Shakespeare to model
androgynous being; Empson refuses to distinguish activity from passivity to rewrite gender
difference. The work of one of our leading literary and cultural critics, Being of Two Minds spans
centuries to show how the most compelling and surprising ideas about mind, experience, and
existence not only move between early modernity, high modernism, and our own moment, but are
also constituted through that very movement between times and minds.

seven types of ambiguity william empson: The Afterlife of Shakespeare's Sonnets Jane
Kingsley-Smith, 2019-08-29 An original account of the reception and influence of Shakespeare's
Sonnets in his own time and in later literary history.

seven types of ambiguity william empson: Uncertainty and Undecidability in
Twentieth-Century Literature and Literary Theory Mette Leonard Hgeg, 2022-04-28 Undecidability



is a fundamental quality of literature and constitutive of what renders some works appealing and
engaging across time and in different contexts. This book explores the essential literary notion and
its role, function and effect in late nineteenth- and twentieth-century literature and literary theory.
The book traces the notion historically, providing a map of central theories addressing interpretative
challenges and recalcitrance in literature and showing ‘theory of uncertainty’ to be an essential
strand of literary theory. While uncertainty is present in all literature, and indeed a prerequisite for
any stabilisation of meaning, the Modernist period is characterised by a particularly strong
awareness of uncertainty and its subforms of undecidability, ambiguity, indeterminacy, etc. With
examples from seminal Modernist works by Woolf, Proust, Ford, Kafka and Musil, the book sheds
light on undecidability as a central structuring principle and guiding philosophical idea in
twentieth-century literature and demonstrates the analytical value of undecidability as a critical
concept and reading-strategy. Defining undecidability as a specific ‘sustained’ and ‘productive’ kind
of uncertainty and distinguishing it from related forms, such as ambiguity, indeterminacy and
indistinction, the book develops a systematic but flexible theory of undecidability and outlines a
productive reading-strategy based on the recognition of textual and interpretive undecidability.

seven types of ambiguity william empson: The Architecture of Nothingness Frank Lyons,
2018-09-18 ***Shortlisted for the Architectural Book Awards 2024*** It is a common enough
assumption that good buildings make us feel good just as poor ones can make us feel insecure,
depressed or even threatened. We may instantly decide that we ‘like’ one building more than
another, in the same way that without thinking we choose one work of art or music over another. But
what is going on when we make these instant decisions? The process is so complex that it remains
an area rarely examined, often considered unfathomable, or for some mysterious, bordering even on
the spiritual. Frank Lyons seeks to unpick the complex relationships that go to make up great works
of architecture, to reveal a set of principles that are found to apply not only to architecture but also
to art, music and culture in general. One of the major complications at the heart of culture is that
because the arts are generated subjectively, it is assumed that the finished cultural artefact is also
subjective. This is a myth that this book seeks to dispel. The arts are indeed created from the
personal subjective space of an individual but what that individual has to say will only be shareable if
expressed in coherent (objective) form. In a nutshell, the book reverses two generally accepted
positions, that the arts are subjective and that meaning is objective and therefore shared. The
reversal of these seemingly common sense, but mistaken positions enables two important issues to
be resolved, firstly it explains how the arts communicate through objectivity and secondly how the
meaning of an object of art is never shared but always remains private to the individual. The
combination of these two positions ultimately helps us to understand that beauty is a subjective
appreciation of an objectively arranged form. Furthermore, this understanding enables the author to
explain how a sublimely arranged form can open us to the ineffable; to a field of NOTHINGNESS, or
to what some might call the spiritual realm of our own being.

seven types of ambiguity william empson: The Characters of Elijah and Elisha and the
Deuteronomic Evaluation of Prophecy Roy L. Heller, 2018-01-11 Roy L. Heller looks at the
prophets Elijah and Elisha in the books of Kings charting a two-fold characterization that portrays
these prophetic figures in both positive and negative lights. In the narratives of Kings Elijah and
Elisha often parallel other prophetic figures from Israel's history: they perform miraculous signs,
they speak in the name of God, and they pronounce judgments upon the nation of Israel for its
idolatrous worship. There are, however, other stories which have troubled readers and scholars
alike: Elijah's cowardly running from the threats of Jezebel, his self-pitying complaint to God that he
was the only true Israelite left, and Elisha's cursing a group of little boys who, in turn, are
slaughtered by two female bears. Scholars have traditionally ignored or belittled the negative stories
of the prophets, seeing them as either late additions to the biblical text or as minor, unimportant
stories that can easily be dismissed. Heller, however, argues that the dual characterization of Elijah
and Elisha reflects an ambivalent attitude that the narrator of Kings has toward prophecy as a
whole, an attitude that is reflected in the book of Deuteronomy itself. This forces readers of the



biblical text to pose the question; “how may Israel best know and follow God?” The stories of Elijah
and Elisha make the answer clear: the words and lives of the prophets are a possible way for God to
reveal how Israel is to live, but those words and lives must always be considered with a degree of
suspicion and must always be evaluated in light of the clear and straightforward teaching of
Deuteronomy.

seven types of ambiguity william empson: Shakespeare and the Culture of Paradox Peter
G. Platt, 2016-04-01 Exploring Shakespeare's intellectual interest in placing both characters and
audiences in a state of uncertainty, mystery, and doubt, this book interrogates the use of paradox in
Shakespeare's plays and in performance. By adopting this discourse-one in which opposites can
co-exist and perspectives can be altered, and one that asks accepted opinions, beliefs, and truths to
be reconsidered-Shakespeare used paradox to question love, gender, knowledge, and truth from
multiple perspectives. Committed to situating literature within the larger culture, Peter Platt begins
by examining the Renaissance culture of paradox in both the classical and Christian traditions. He
then looks at selected plays in terms of paradox, including the geographical site of Venice in Othello
and The Merchant of Venice, and equity law in The Comedy of Errors, Merchant, and Measure for
Measure. Platt also considers the paradoxes of theater and live performance that were central to
Shakespearean drama, such as the duality of the player, the boy-actor and gender, and the
play/audience relationship in the Henriad, Hamlet, As You Like It, Twelfth Night, Antony and
Cleopatra, The Winter's Tale, and The Tempest. In showing that Shakespeare's plays create and are
created by a culture of paradox, Platt offers an exciting and innovative investigation of
Shakespeare's cognitive and affective power over his audience.

seven types of ambiguity william empson: Resistant Structures Richard Strier, 2023-09-01
Taking Wittgenstein's Don't think, but look as his motto, Richard Strier argues against the
application of a priori schemes to Renaissance (and all) texts. He argues for the possibility and
desirability of rigorously attentive but pre-theoretical reading. His approach privileges particularity
and attempts to respect the resistant structures of texts. He opposes theories, critical and historical,
that dictate in advance what texts must—or cannot—say or do. The first part of the book, Against
Schemes, demonstrates, in discussions of Rosemond Tuve, Stephen Greenblatt, and Stanley Fish
among others, how both historicist and purely theoretical approaches can equally produce distortion
of particulars. The second part, Against Received Ideas, shows how a variety of texts (by
Shakespeare, Donne, Herbert, and others) have been seen through the lenses of fixed, mainly
conservative ideas in ways that have obscured their actual, surprising, and sometimes surprisingly
radical content. Taking Wittgenstein's Don't think, but look as his motto, Richard Strier argues
against the application of a priori schemes to Renaissance (and all) texts. He argues for the
possibility and desirability of rigorously attentive but pre-theoretical read
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