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Schopenhauer on the Suffering of the World: A Deep Dive into Pessimism and Compassion

schopenhauer on the suffering of the world is a subject that has intrigued philosophers, scholars, and

curious minds alike for centuries. Arthur Schopenhauer, a 19th-century German philosopher, is

renowned for his profound and often somber reflections on human existence and the pervasive nature

of suffering. Unlike many thinkers who sought to paint life in an optimistic light, Schopenhauer

confronted the darker realities head-on, offering insights that are as relevant today as they were in his

time.

Understanding Schopenhauer’s perspective provides a unique lens through which we can view the

nature of pain, desire, and the human condition. Let’s explore how Schopenhauer’s philosophy frames

the suffering of the world and what lessons we might glean from his contemplations.

The Foundation of Schopenhauer’s Philosophy: The Will as the

Root of Suffering

At the heart of Schopenhauer’s worldview lies the concept of the “Will.” This isn’t the willpower we

often think of, but a metaphysical force—an irrational, blind striving that underpins all existence.

According to Schopenhauer, the Will is the driving energy behind everything in the universe, including

humans, animals, and even inanimate objects.

What Does Schopenhauer Mean by the ‘Will’?

The Will is essentially an endless desire, a ceaseless craving that never finds lasting satisfaction.

Imagine a thirst that, no matter how much you drink, never fully goes away. This insatiable Will propels



all beings to constantly strive for more—more pleasure, more success, more life. Yet, this striving is

also the source of the world’s suffering because fulfillment is always temporary and leads to new

desires.

The Cycle of Desire and Pain

Schopenhauer argued that this cycle of desire and temporary satisfaction traps humanity in a perpetual

state of dissatisfaction. When we want something and don’t get it, we experience pain and frustration.

When we do get it, the pleasure is fleeting, soon replaced by boredom or a new desire. This unending

loop means that suffering is not just an occasional experience but a structural feature of life itself.

Schopenhauer on Human Suffering: A Universal Condition

One of the most striking elements of Schopenhauer’s philosophy is his recognition of suffering as a

universal, unavoidable aspect of existence. Unlike some philosophical or religious traditions that view

suffering as a punishment or a test, Schopenhauer sees it as an intrinsic part of the human condition.

The Inevitability of Pain

According to Schopenhauer, suffering is woven into the fabric of life. From physical pain to emotional

distress, from the struggles of survival to the disappointments of unfulfilled hopes, suffering manifests

in countless ways. He believed that even happiness is tinged with suffering because it arises from the

temporary cessation of desire rather than a permanent state.



Compassion as a Response to Suffering

Interestingly, Schopenhauer doesn’t leave us in despair. He proposes compassion as a meaningful

response to the suffering of others. Since all beings are driven by the same Will and subjected to

similar pains, recognizing this shared experience fosters empathy. Compassion, for Schopenhauer, is

the moral foundation that can alleviate suffering on a collective level.

Schopenhauer on the Suffering of the World: Philosophical

Implications and Real-World Reflections

Exploring schopenhauer on the suffering of the world also invites us to think about how his ideas

resonate beyond abstract philosophy.

Pessimism and Its Misunderstandings

Schopenhauer is often labeled a pessimist, and while his views do emphasize the prevalence of

suffering, it’s important to understand this label in context. His pessimism is not a call to nihilism or

despair but a realistic assessment of life’s challenges. This form of philosophical pessimism

encourages a deeper awareness of reality, which can lead to more authentic living and ethical

behavior.

The Influence on Art and Culture

Schopenhauer’s ideas have had a profound impact on literature, music, and psychology. His belief that

art offers a temporary escape from the Will’s demands highlights the therapeutic value of creative

expression. Music, in particular, was viewed by Schopenhauer as a direct manifestation of the Will,



capable of conveying the deepest emotions without the mediation of concepts.

Modern Perspectives: Mental Health and Mindfulness

In contemporary discussions about mental health, Schopenhauer’s insights into desire and suffering

find surprising parallels. The endless chasing of desires can be seen as a root cause of anxiety and

dissatisfaction, a concept echoed in mindfulness practices that emphasize acceptance and the

reduction of craving. His philosophy encourages a shift from external seeking to internal

understanding, which resonates with many modern therapeutic approaches.

How to Apply Schopenhauer’s Insights on Suffering to Everyday

Life

While Schopenhauer’s outlook might initially seem bleak, there are practical takeaways that can enrich

our daily experiences.

Recognizing the Nature of Desire

One of the first steps is becoming aware of how desire drives much of our behavior. By observing the

patterns of wanting and dissatisfaction, we can learn to moderate our impulses and develop a more

balanced approach to life’s pleasures and setbacks.

Cultivating Compassion

Embracing compassion not only improves our relationships but also provides a sense of connection



that can ease feelings of isolation tied to suffering. Understanding that others share our struggles

fosters empathy and kindness, which are powerful antidotes to pain.

Finding Solace in Art and Contemplation

Following Schopenhauer’s suggestion, engaging with art—whether through music, literature, or visual

forms—can offer moments of respite from life’s hardships. Additionally, contemplative practices like

meditation or philosophical reflection can help us gain perspective on suffering and reduce its hold

over us.

The Broader Legacy of Schopenhauer on the Suffering of the

World

The enduring relevance of schopenhauer on the suffering of the world lies in its unflinching honesty

and its call for compassion. His philosophy challenges us to confront the uncomfortable truths about

life while providing a framework for empathy and ethical living. In a world where suffering is inevitable,

Schopenhauer’s ideas remain a beacon for those seeking meaning amid hardship.

By understanding the mechanics of desire and suffering, we can navigate our lives with greater

awareness and grace. Schopenhauer’s reflections invite us to look beyond superficial happiness and

to cultivate a deeper, more compassionate engagement with the world around us.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is Arthur Schopenhauer's main philosophy regarding the suffering

of the world?

Arthur Schopenhauer believed that suffering is an inherent and unavoidable aspect of human

existence, rooted in the nature of the 'will'—a blind, insatiable force driving all life. According to him,

desire leads to suffering because fulfillment is temporary and often gives rise to new desires.

How does Schopenhauer explain the role of desire in human suffering?

Schopenhauer argued that desire is the root cause of suffering because it creates a constant state of

want and dissatisfaction. When a desire is fulfilled, it leads to temporary pleasure, but soon new

desires emerge, perpetuating a cycle of suffering.

What is the 'will' in Schopenhauer's philosophy, and how is it linked to

suffering?

In Schopenhauer's philosophy, the 'will' is a metaphysical force that drives all beings to strive and

desire. This incessant striving is the source of suffering, as it can never be fully satisfied, leading to a

perpetual state of unrest and pain.

Does Schopenhauer see any way to alleviate or escape the suffering of

the world?

Yes, Schopenhauer suggests that suffering can be alleviated through the denial or suppression of the

will, achieved by asceticism, aesthetic contemplation (such as art and music), and compassion toward

others. These practices help individuals detach from desires and reduce suffering.

How does Schopenhauer's view on suffering differ from other

philosophers like Nietzsche?

While Schopenhauer emphasizes the pervasive and negative nature of suffering and advocates for

negation of desire, Nietzsche criticizes this pessimism and promotes embracing suffering as a means



to growth and self-overcoming. Nietzsche saw suffering as a necessary condition for greatness,

whereas Schopenhauer viewed it as something to be minimized.

What role does compassion play in Schopenhauer's understanding of

human suffering?

Compassion is central to Schopenhauer's ethics because recognizing the shared suffering of all beings

fosters empathy and reduces egoistic desires. He believed that through compassion, individuals can

transcend selfish will and alleviate suffering both in themselves and others.

How does art help in dealing with the suffering of the world according

to Schopenhauer?

Schopenhauer viewed art as a temporary escape from the suffering caused by the will. Through

aesthetic experience, individuals can contemplate beauty and universal ideas without the interference

of personal desires, providing relief from pain and dissatisfaction.

Is Schopenhauer's philosophy on suffering considered pessimistic?

Yes, Schopenhauer's philosophy is often labeled as pessimistic because it highlights the inevitability

and pervasiveness of suffering in life. However, his recognition of ways to mitigate suffering through

will-denial and compassion adds a nuanced dimension to his outlook.

How has Schopenhauer's view on suffering influenced modern thought?

Schopenhauer's ideas on suffering have influenced various fields including psychology, literature, and

existential philosophy. His emphasis on desire and suffering prefigured psychoanalytic theories, and

his insights into human suffering continue to inform contemporary discussions on mental health and

ethics.



Additional Resources

**Schopenhauer on the Suffering of the World: A Philosophical Investigation**

Schopenhauer on the suffering of the world presents a profound and often unsettling exploration into

the human condition. Arthur Schopenhauer, a 19th-century German philosopher, remains one of the

most influential thinkers on pessimism and existential suffering. His philosophical framework offers a

distinct perspective on why suffering is not an aberration but a fundamental aspect of existence. This

article delves deeply into Schopenhauer’s views, examining their implications, relevance, and the

enduring questions they raise about life, desire, and human suffering.

Understanding Schopenhauer’s Philosophy of Suffering

At the core of Schopenhauer’s philosophy lies the concept of the "Will" — a blind, incessant force that

drives all beings. Unlike many philosophical traditions that highlight reason or divinity as the essence

of life, Schopenhauer’s metaphysics assert that the Will is the underlying reality, manifesting itself

through desires, urges, and relentless striving. This ceaseless will to live, according to Schopenhauer,

is the root cause of suffering.

Unlike optimistic philosophies that suggest achieving happiness is possible through rational control or

moral virtue, Schopenhauer’s analysis is starkly different. He argues that suffering is inherent in the

very fabric of life because desire itself is a form of suffering. Once a desire is fulfilled, it inevitably

gives way to boredom or new desires, creating a never-ending cycle of dissatisfaction.

The Will and Its Consequences for Human Existence

Schopenhauer’s notion of the Will is not merely a psychological concept but an ontological reality. It is

the driving force behind all existence, manifesting as the fundamental will to survive and reproduce.

This universal Will is indifferent to individual happiness; it merely perpetuates itself through constant



striving.

Because the Will is insatiable, human beings are caught in an eternal loop of wanting and suffering.

This perspective provides a critical lens on human motivation and suffering, framing pain not as an

anomaly but as an inevitable condition of life. In Schopenhauer’s view, to live is to suffer because life

is a continuous process of unmet desires and frustrations.

Schopenhauer’s Perspective in Context: Comparing

Philosophical Views on Suffering

Schopenhauer’s philosophy contrasts sharply with other major philosophical traditions. For instance,

classical Greek philosophy, such as that of Aristotle, emphasizes eudaimonia—human flourishing

through virtue and reason—as the highest good. Similarly, Enlightenment thinkers like Kant focus on

rationality and moral duty as paths to fulfillment.

In comparison, Schopenhauer’s worldview aligns more closely with certain Eastern philosophies,

particularly Buddhism, which also recognizes suffering (dukkha) as an intrinsic feature of life and

advocates for detachment from desire as a path to alleviation. However, Schopenhauer’s approach is

more metaphysical and less religious than Buddhism, stressing the primacy of Will as a blind force

rather than a moral or spiritual failing.

Key Themes in Schopenhauer’s Analysis of Suffering

Several interrelated themes emerge in Schopenhauer’s treatment of suffering:

Desire as Source of Suffering: Every desire leads to a state of lack and pain until it is fulfilled,

and fulfillment only offers temporary relief before new desires arise.



The Illusion of Happiness: True happiness is unattainable because it is always overshadowed by

the pain of wanting or the boredom of satiation.

Compassion as Ethical Response: Recognizing shared suffering can lead to compassion, which

Schopenhauer sees as the basis for morality.

Art and Aesthetic Experience: Art offers a temporary escape from the Will’s demands by

allowing a contemplative state free from desire.

Implications of Schopenhauer’s Thought on Modern

Understandings of Suffering

In contemporary discourse, Schopenhauer’s insights continue to resonate, especially within existential

psychology and philosophical pessimism. His emphasis on the inescapability of suffering challenges

modern self-help narratives that promote happiness as an achievable, sustained state.

Moreover, Schopenhauer’s linking of desire to suffering parallels findings in psychology that excessive

craving or attachment often leads to dissatisfaction and emotional distress. This connection has

influenced therapeutic approaches, including mindfulness and acceptance-based therapies, which

emphasize detachment from compulsive desires.

Critiques and Limitations of Schopenhauer’s View

Despite its profound insights, Schopenhauer’s philosophy on suffering has faced criticism:



Overemphasis on Negativity: Critics argue that Schopenhauer’s relentlessly pessimistic outlook

underestimates human resilience and the potential for joy and meaning.

Determinism of the Will: The concept of the Will as an irrational, blind force has been challenged

for its metaphysical assumptions and lack of empirical grounding.

Ethical Implications: While compassion is praised, Schopenhauer’s overall pessimism can lead

to fatalism or nihilism, which some find ethically problematic.

Nevertheless, the enduring relevance of Schopenhauer on the suffering of the world lies in its

unflinching honesty about human pain and its invitation to confront suffering not as a mere obstacle

but as a fundamental reality.

Schopenhauer’s Legacy: Suffering in Philosophy and Culture

Schopenhauer’s ideas have profoundly influenced both philosophy and the arts. His exploration of

suffering paved the way for existentialist thinkers like Friedrich Nietzsche, who grappled with the

tension between suffering and meaning. Moreover, Schopenhauer’s reflections on desire and suffering

have permeated literature, music, and psychology, shaping modern cultural understandings of human

struggle.

His notion that art provides a temporary respite from the Will’s torment has inspired generations of

artists and critics to view aesthetic experience as a vital counterbalance to life’s hardships. In this

sense, Schopenhauer’s philosophy not only diagnoses the human condition but also gestures toward

possible, albeit temporary, relief.

---



In investigating Schopenhauer on the suffering of the world, one encounters a bleak yet profoundly

insightful worldview. His philosophy challenges comforting illusions about happiness and forces a

confrontation with the often unspoken reality of persistent human pain. While this perspective may

appear pessimistic, it opens avenues for compassion, ethical reflection, and an appreciation of art’s

role in transcending suffering, if only momentarily. Through this lens, Schopenhauer remains a crucial

figure in the ongoing dialogue about what it means to suffer and endure in the human experience.

Schopenhauer On The Suffering Of The World

  schopenhauer on the suffering of the world: On the Suffering of the World Arthur
Schopenhauer, 2004-09-02 Throughout history, some books have changed the world. They have
transformed the way we see ourselves - and each other. They have inspired debate, dissent, war and
revolution. They have enlightened, outraged, provoked and comforted. They have enriched lives -
and destroyed them. Now Penguin brings you the works of the great thinkers, pioneers, radicals and
visionaries whose ideas shook civilization, and helped make us who we are.
  schopenhauer on the suffering of the world: On The Suffering of the World - Schopenhauer
Arthur Schopenhauer, 2024-04-25 The work The Suffering of the World comprises a selection of
Arthur Schopenhauer's later writings. These texts, produced in the last decades of Schopenhauer's
long life, reveal a unique type of philosophy expressed in a singular style. Avoiding the dry,
all-encompassing academic philosophy tradition predominant at the time, Schopenhauer's texts
mark a shift towards a philosophy of aphorisms, fragments, anecdotes, and observations, written in a
literary style that is at once antagonistic, resigned, confessional, and filled with fragile contours of
intellectual memoirs. Here, Schopenhauer allows himself to pose challenging questions about the
fate of humankind, the role of suffering in the world, and the gap between the self and the world
that increasingly defines human existence to this day. More than ever, everyday discussions revolve
around the influence of passions (or the unconscious, in contemporary language) in our lives: what is
the root of depression, suicide, and panic disorder? Why do these issues appear more than ever
nowadays? In other words, today it is acknowledged that there are non-rational instances that
greatly influence our lives, and that somehow, we need to deal with them. Thus, Schopenhauer's
view of a being not strictly rational seems more relevant than ever. Schopenhauer consistently
surprises the unsuspecting reader positively. He is a p hilosopher who undoubtedly deserves to be
read.
  schopenhauer on the suffering of the world: On the Sufferings of the World Arthur
Schopenhauer,, 2018-08-22 On the Sufferings of the World is one of Arthur Schopenhauer's classics.
  schopenhauer on the suffering of the world: On the Basis of Morality Arthur
Schopenhauer, 1995 Interest in Schopenhauer has increased noticeably in recent years. Published
here is one of his key works, which has been out of print for a long time, in the form of Payne's
definitive translation. This work is one of the most significant nineteenth century treatises on ethics.
It is also Schopenhauer's most extended discussion of traditional themes in ethics and presents a
descriptive ethics radically at odds with rationally based, prescriptive ethical theories.
Schopenhauer begins this book with a wide-ranging critique of Kant's ethics, one that anticipates the
work of contemporary critics of modern moral philosophy like that of G E M Anscombe, Philippa
Foot, and Richard Taylor. Schopenhauer argues that compassion is the basis of morality, and in so
doing presents a virtue ethics in which passion and desire are viewed as the keys for explaining

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-174/schopenhauer-on-the-suffering-of-the-world.pdf


different moral characters, behaviours, and world views. In the concluding part of his essay,
Schopenhauer sketches his metaphysics of morals, using Kant's transcendental idealism as a ground
for stressing both the interconnectiveness of being and the affinity of his ethics to Eastern thought.
  schopenhauer on the suffering of the world: The Struggle of Human Existence Mona
Siddiqui, 2021-03-04 The first comparative work to explore how humankind seek out the meaning of
life amid suffering and struggle.
  schopenhauer on the suffering of the world: Postmodern Theory and Biblical Theology
Brian D. Ingraffia, 1995-12-07 This book explores the relationship between postmodernism and
Christianity. Whereas deconstructionists claim all religious discourses can be radically undermined,
Ingraffia argues that the version of Christianity constructed by Nietzsche, Heidegger and especially
Derrida ignores Christianity's unique ontological status. This truth, Ingraffia claims, is an
unacknowledged influence on leading postmodernist thinkers, thereby demonstrating the priority of
the Judaeo-Christian tradition over secular attempts to displace it.
  schopenhauer on the suffering of the world: Life, Death, and Meaning David Benatar,
2016-03-28 Do our lives have meaning? Should we create more people? Is death bad? Should we
commit suicide? Would it be better to be immortal? Should we be optimistic or pessimistic? Since
Life, Death, and Meaning: Key Philosophical Readings on the Big Questions first appeared, David
Benatar's distinctive anthology designed to introduce students to the key existential questions of
philosophy has won a devoted following among users in a variety of upper-level and even
introductory courses. While many philosophers in the continental tradition-those known as
existentialists-have engaged these issues at length and often with great popular appeal,
English-speaking philosophers have had relatively little to say on these important questions. Yet, the
methodology they bring to philosophical questions can, and occasionally has, been applied usefully
to existential questions. This volume draws together a representative sample of primarily
English-speaking philosophers' reflections on life's big questions, divided into six sections, covering
(1) the meaning of life, (2) creating people, (3) death, (4) suicide, (5) immortality, and (6) optimism
and pessimism. These key readings are supplemented with helpful introductions, study questions,
and suggestions for further reading, making the material accessible and interesting for students. In
short, the book provides a singular introduction to the way that philosophy has dealt with the big
questions of life that we are all tempted to ask.
  schopenhauer on the suffering of the world: Godforsaken Dinesh D'Souza, 2012 Examines
the issue of human suffering and explores why a good God allows it.
  schopenhauer on the suffering of the world: The Palgrave Handbook of German Idealism
and Poststructuralism Tilottama Rajan, Daniel Whistler, 2023-06-01 The Palgrave Handbook of
German Idealism and Poststructuralism offers a wide-ranging dialogue between theory and German
Idealism, joining up the various lines of influence connecting German Idealist and Romantic
philosophies in all their variety to post-'68 European philosophies, from Derrida and Deleuze to
Žižek and Malabou. Key features: Provides in-depth reflections on the various conversations between
German Idealism and theory, including an expanded canon of Idealist philosophers and a wide range
of contemporary anti-foundationalist thinkers. Includes marginalized voices and concepts that reflect
both contemporary concerns as well as the sheer abundance of readings of German Idealism
undertaken by European theorists over the last fifty years. Expands the existing scholarship by
focusing on new, future directions emerging out of the idealism-theory relationship. The Palgrave
Handbook of German Idealism and Poststructuralism is essential reading for researchers and
students of all levels — from senior scholars to advanced undergraduates — working on the legacy of
German Idealist philosophers within philosophy departments, as well as all those interested in
theory from across the humanities.
  schopenhauer on the suffering of the world: On the Will in Nature Arthur Schopenhauer,
1992 This publication marks Schopenhauer's only major work that has not been available in English,
with the exception of On the Freedom of the Human Will. This translation is based on the
unparalleled historical critical edition of Schopenhauer's works, edited by Arthur Hubscher, whose



text is the product of decades of careful emendation. But more importantly, this translation is almost
alone the work of E.F.J. Payne, whose translations were judged by the Schopenhauer-Gesellschaft as
authoritative. The appearance of this work makes nearly all of Schopenhauer's philosophical works
and most of his Manuscript Remains available to the English-speaking world through the hands of a
single translator, thereby providing a unity of both terminology and style to the translation of
Schopenhauer's thought into English.
  schopenhauer on the suffering of the world: Animals and the Limits of Postmodernism Gary
Steiner, 2013-04-16 In Animals and the Limits of Postmodernism, Gary Steiner illuminates
postmodernism's inability to produce viable ethical and political principles. Ethics requires notions
of self, agency, and value that are not available to postmodernists. Thus, much of what is published
under the rubric of postmodernist theory lacks a proper basis for a systematic engagement with
ethics. Steiner demonstrates this through a provocative critique of postmodernist approaches to the
moral status of animals, set against the background of a broader indictment of postmodernism's
failure to establish clear principles for action. He revisits the ideas of Derrida, Foucault, Nietzsche,
and Heidegger, together with recent work by their American interpreters, and shows that the basic
terms of postmodern thought are incompatible with definitive claims about the moral status of
animals—as well as humans. Steiner also identifies the failures of liberal humanist thought in
regards to this same moral dilemma, and he encourages a rethinking of humanist ideas in a way that
avoids the anthropocentric limitations of traditional humanist thought. Drawing on the achievements
of the Stoics and Kant, he builds on his earlier ideas of cosmic holism and non-anthropocentric
cosmopolitanism to arrive at a more concrete foundation for animal rights.
  schopenhauer on the suffering of the world: Suffering, Suicide and Immortality Arthur
Schopenhauer, 2014-03-05 One of the greatest philosophers of the nineteenth century, Arthur
Schopenhauer is best known for his writings on pessimism. In this 1851 essay collection, he offers
concise statements of the unifying principles of his thinking. Schopenhauer, unlike most
philosophers, expressed himself in simple, direct terms. These essays offer an accessible approach to
his main thesis, as stated in The World as Will and Representation. Schopenhauer's reasoning
encompasses the influence of the Upanishads and Buddhist teachings, as well as the works of Plato
and Kant. His philosophy had an enormous impact on contemporary philosophy and literature, and
on subsequent thinkers such as Nietzsche, Freud, and Wittgenstein. Published toward the end of his
life in a collection called Parerga und Paralipomena, these essays include On the Sufferings of the
World, On the Vanity of Existence, On Suicide, Immortality: A Dialogue, Further Psychological
Observations, On Education, On Women, and On Noise, plus A Few Parables. They remain among
Schopenhauer's most popular works, offering insights into his philosophy as a whole as well as the
human condition.
  schopenhauer on the suffering of the world: The Kantian Foundation of Schopenhauer's
Pessimism Dennis Vanden Auweele, 2017-04-21 Cover -- Title -- Copyright -- Dedication -- Contents --
Preface -- Note on References -- Introduction -- 1 Schopenhauer's Philosophical Pedigree -- 2
Schopenhauer on Knowledge -- 3 Schopenhauer's Metaphysics -- 4 Schopenhauer on Ethics and
Action -- 5 Schopenhauer's Philosophy of Religion -- 6 Schopenhauer's Aesthetics -- 7
Schopenhauer's Ascetics -- Conclusion -- Bibliography -- Index
  schopenhauer on the suffering of the world: Judge Antônio A. Cançado Trindade. The
Construction of a Humanized International Law Antônio Augusto Cançado Trindade, 2015-01-27 This
volume is the sixth in the Series The Judges, which collects and synthesizes the opinions of leading
international Judges of the contemporary era who have contributed significantly to the progressive
development of international law. The current volume contains a selection of the Individual Opinions
of Judge Antônio A. Cançado Trindade, former Judge and President of the Inter-American Court of
Human Rights, and since 2008 a Judge of the International Court of Justice. Many dwell on aspects
of the increased humanization of international law. Elevating this body of norms, which have
traditionally focused on purely inter-State relations, to a level where individuals and their suffering
(projected in time) become a primary concern, is without doubt Antônio A. Cançado Trindade ́s



major doctrinal contribution. Revisiting the traditional conceptions of the basis of State
responsibility and of jurisdiction, the problems of amnesty laws, the prohibitions of jus cogens, the
imperative of access to justice in the light of jus cogens, the obligations erga omnes of protection,
the provisional measures of protection, locus standi in judicio and the international legal personality
of the human person, jus standi and the international legal capacity of the human person, and
developments in reparations, are but a few examples of the themes examined in the learned
Opinions expressed by Judge Cançado Trindade at the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. The
great achievement of Judge Cançado Trindade at the International Court of Justice has been to draw
attention to this dimension, and to further its development in the international case-law, in the light
of the universal juridical conscience and stressing the relevance of general principles of
international law. In a significant number of cases the World Court acts today as a human rights
court, dealing increasingly, albeit under the traditional umbrella of inter-State disputes, with
situations that involve human suffering and lead it to find human rights violations. The volume
includes a Preface by Dean Spielmann and a General Introduction by Andrew Drzemczewski. Two
volume set. This title comprises volume 1 & 2. We also offer this title as part of a 3 volume set (isbn
9789004375048).
  schopenhauer on the suffering of the world: What's So Great about Christianity Dinesh
D'Souza, 2008 Examines the assumptions of Christianity and atheism, and argues, among other
issues, that Christianity explains what modern science tells us about the universe and our origins
better than atheism.
  schopenhauer on the suffering of the world: Readings in Ethics Louis F. Groarke, Paul V.
Groarke, Paolo C. Biondi, 2021-04-21 Readings in Ethics offers a vast collection of carefully edited
readings arranged chronologically across five historical periods. The selections cover many major
Western and non-Western schools of thought, including Daoism, virtue ethics, Buddhism, natural
law, deontology, utilitarianism, contractarianism, liberalism, Marxism, feminism, and
communitarianism. In addition to texts from canonical philosophers such as Plato, Mill,
Wollstonecraft, and Rawls, the volume draws from other sources of wisdom: stories, fables,
proverbs, medieval mystical treatises, literature, and poetry. The editors have also written
substantial introductions, annotations, discussion questions, and suggestions for further reading,
making for a thorough guided tour of our ethical past and present.
  schopenhauer on the suffering of the world: Inter-American Yearbook on Human Rights /
Anuario Interamericano de Derechos Humanos, Volume 22 (2006) Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights, 2022-10-24 The print edition is available as a set of three volumes (9789004205048).
  schopenhauer on the suffering of the world: Anthropocentrism and Its Discontents Gary
Steiner, 2005-11-06 Anthropocentrism and Its Discontents is the first-ever comprehensive
examination of views of animals in the history of Western philosophy, from Homeric Greece to the
twentieth century. In recent decades, increased interest in this area has been accompanied by
scholars' willingness to conceive of animal experience in terms of human mental capacities:
consciousness, self-awareness, intention, deliberation, and in some instances, at least limited moral
agency. This conception has been facilitated by a shift from behavioral to cognitive ethology (the
science of animal behavior), and by attempts to affirm the essential similarities between the
psychophysical makeup of human beings and animals. Gary Steiner sketches the terms of the
current debates about animals and relates these to their historical antecedents, focusing on both the
dominant anthropocentric voices and those recurring voices that instead assert a fundamental
kinship relation between human beings and animals. He concludes with a discussion of the problem
of balancing the need to recognize a human indebtedness to animals and the natural world with the
need to preserve a sense of the uniqueness and dignity of the human individual.
  schopenhauer on the suffering of the world: The Many Faces of Evil Amélie Rorty, 2001 The
first anthology to present the range of the forms of evil, from vice, sin, cruelty and crime to
disobedience and wilfulness. The readings are drawn from an array of perspectives and each one is
introduced and set in context by the author.



  schopenhauer on the suffering of the world: The Matter of Evil Drew M. Dalton,
2023-10-15 A provocative and entirely new account of ethical reasoning that reconceives the
traditional understanding of ethical action negatively In this radical reconsideration of ethical
reasoning in contemporary European philosophy, Drew M. Dalton makes the case for an absolutely
grounded account of ethical normativity developed from a scientifically informed and purely
materialistic metaphysics. Expanding on speculative realist arguments, Dalton argues that the limits
placed on the nature of ethical judgments by Kant’s critique can be overcome through a moral
evaluation of the laws of nature—specifically, the entropic principle that undergirds the laws of
physics, chemistry, and biology. In order to extract a moral meaning from this simple material fact,
Dalton scrutinizes the presumptions of classical accounts and traditional understandings of good and
evil within the history of Western philosophy and ultimately asserts that ethical normativity can be
reestablished absolutely without reverting to dogmatism. By overturning our assumptions about the
nature and value of reality, The Matter of Evil: From Speculative Realism to Ethical Pessimism
presents a provocative new model of ethical responsibility that is both logically justifiable and
scientifically sound. Dalton argues for “ethical pessimism,” a position previously marginalized in the
West, as a means to cultivate an account of ethical responsibility and political activism that takes
seriously the unbecoming of being and the moral horror of existence.
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