sarah waters tipping the velvet

Sarah Waters Tipping the Velvet: A Captivating Dive into Victorian Romance and Identity

sarah waters tipping the velvet has long been celebrated as a groundbreaking novel that
reshaped the landscape of historical fiction with its vivid storytelling and rich exploration of identity,
love, and gender. Since its publication in 1998, this novel has captivated readers with its lush
depiction of Victorian London and the daring lives of its protagonists. Whether you’re a longtime fan
of Sarah Waters or a newcomer curious about her work, "Tipping the Velvet" offers an immersive
journey through a world of theatricality, passion, and self-discovery.

Understanding Sarah Waters and Her Literary Impact

Before diving deeper into "Tipping the Velvet," it helps to know a bit about Sarah Waters herself. An
acclaimed British author, Waters is known for her meticulous research and her talent for bringing
Victorian and Edwardian settings to life. Her novels often center on lesbian protagonists navigating
complex social landscapes, challenging traditional narratives in historical fiction.

"Tipping the Velvet" was Waters’ debut novel and instantly set the tone for her career: bold,
evocative, and unapologetically queer. It was praised for its authentic representation of lesbian
relationships, a rarity in historical novels at the time, and for its lush, sensuous prose.

The Plot and Themes of Tipping the Velvet

At its core, "Tipping the Velvet" is a coming-of-age story about Nancy Astley, a young woman from a
seaside town who becomes enchanted by a male impersonator named Kitty Butler. Their romance
leads Nancy to the vibrant, sometimes seedy world of London’s music halls and beyond.

Exploring Victorian London’s Theatrical Scene

One of the novel’s most compelling aspects is its vivid portrayal of Victorian music halls and the
culture surrounding them. Through Nancy’s eyes, readers experience the excitement of live
performances, the camaraderie among performers, and the blurred lines between gender roles on
stage.

Sarah Waters’ attention to detail brings this setting to life in a way that feels both historically

accurate and emotionally resonant. The music hall is not just a backdrop but a character itself,
reflecting the fluidity of identity that permeates the story.

Gender, Sexuality, and Identity in the Novel



A defining theme of "Tipping the Velvet" is the exploration of gender and sexual identity. Nancy’s
journey is one of self-discovery—her feelings for Kitty, her experiments with gender presentation,
and her navigation of lesbian relationships are central to the narrative.

What makes Waters’ portrayal particularly striking is her refusal to simplify or sanitize these
experiences. The novel delves into the complexities of desire and societal expectations, highlighting
the constraints placed on women and queer individuals in Victorian society.

Why Tipping the Velvet Remains Relevant Today

Despite being set in the late 19th century, "Tipping the Velvet" resonates strongly with modern
readers. Its themes of identity, love, and acceptance continue to strike a chord, especially in an era
increasingly attentive to LGBTQ+ stories.

Breaking Stereotypes in Historical Fiction

Historically, queer characters in period fiction were often relegated to tragic or marginal roles.
Waters challenged this by placing lesbian protagonists at the heart of her narrative, fully realized
and complex. This shift helped open doors for more diverse voices in historical fiction, making
"Tipping the Velvet" a trailblazer in the genre.

The Novel’s Influence on Contemporary LGBTQ+ Literature

Sarah Waters’ success with "Tipping the Velvet" paved the way for other LGBTQ+ authors to explore
historical settings with authenticity and nuance. Today, her work is frequently cited as a touchstone
for queer historical fiction, inspiring both writers and readers to seek out stories that reflect a
broader spectrum of human experience.

The Television Adaptation: Bringing Tipping the Velvet
to the Screen

In 2002, the novel was adapted into a BBC television miniseries, further amplifying its reach and
impact. The adaptation stayed true to the spirit of the book, capturing its sensuality, humor, and
emotional depth.

Key Differences and Highlights of the TV Series

While the series condensed some plot elements for time, it maintained the novel’s core themes and
character arcs. The performances, particularly by the lead actors, brought a new dimension to
Nancy and Kitty’s relationship, making it accessible to a wider audience.



The visual portrayal of Victorian London and the music hall scene also enhanced viewers’
understanding and appreciation of the era’s social dynamics.

Tips for Readers Approaching Tipping the Velvet

If you're new to Sarah Waters or historical fiction centered on LGBTQ+ themes, here are a few
pointers to enrich your reading experience with "Tipping the Velvet":

e Embrace the historical context: Understanding Victorian societal norms can deepen your
appreciation of the characters’ struggles and triumphs.

« Pay attention to the language: Waters’ prose is richly descriptive, so savor the details that
bring settings and emotions to life.

e Reflect on the themes: Consider how issues of gender and identity in the novel relate to
contemporary conversations about sexuality and self-expression.

Exploring Sarah Waters’ Other Works

If "Tipping the Velvet" sparks your interest, Sarah Waters’ other novels offer similarly immersive
experiences. Books like "Fingersmith," "Affinity," and "The Night Watch" continue to explore themes
of identity, secrecy, and desire against meticulously researched historical backdrops.

Each novel showcases Waters’ evolving storytelling style while maintaining her commitment to
representing queer lives with honesty and complexity.

Reading through her body of work can provide a broader understanding of not only Victorian and
early 20th-century settings but also the diverse ways queer identities have been lived and imagined
throughout history.

Sarah Waters tipping the velvet remains an essential read for fans of historical fiction and LGBTQ+
literature alike. Its blend of romance, intrigue, and social commentary invites readers to reconsider
history through a more inclusive and empathetic lens, making it a timeless and rewarding novel to
revisit again and again.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Sarah Waters in relation to 'Tipping the Velvet'?

Sarah Waters is the author of the novel 'Tipping the Velvet,' which was first published in 1998.



What is the plot of Sarah Waters' 'Tipping the Velvet'?

The novel follows the story of Nancy Astley, a young woman in Victorian England who becomes
involved in the theatre and explores her sexuality, particularly her relationship with a music hall star
named Kitty Butler.

What themes does Sarah Waters explore in 'Tipping the
Velvet'?

The novel explores themes of sexuality, gender identity, love, and social class, particularly focusing
on lesbian relationships in Victorian England.

Has Sarah Waters' 'Tipping the Velvet' been adapted into
other media?

Yes, 'Tipping the Velvet' was adapted into a BBC television miniseries in 2002, which brought wider
attention to the story and its themes.

What genre does 'Tipping the Velvet' by Sarah Waters belong
to?

The novel is a historical fiction and lesbian literature, often categorized as queer historical fiction.

Why is Sarah Waters' 'Tipping the Velvet' considered
significant in LGBTQ+ literature?

The novel is significant for its frank and positive portrayal of lesbian relationships set in a historical
context, which was relatively rare at the time of its publication.

Where is 'Tipping the Velvet' by Sarah Waters set?

The story is set primarily in Victorian England, including London and the English seaside town of
Whitstable.

What inspired Sarah Waters to write 'Tipping the Velvet'?

Sarah Waters was inspired by Victorian culture, literature, and the hidden histories of queer lives in
that era, aiming to bring those stories to light.

How was Sarah Waters' writing style described in 'Tipping the
Velvet'?

Her writing style in the novel is noted for its rich historical detail, vivid character development, and
a blend of humor and emotional depth.



What impact did 'Tipping the Velvet' have on Sarah Waters'
career?

'Tipping the Velvet' established Sarah Waters as a prominent voice in historical and LGBTQ+ fiction,
leading to further successful novels and adaptations.

Additional Resources
Sarah Waters Tipping the Velvet: A Groundbreaking Exploration of Queer Victorian England

sarah waters tipping the velvet stands as a seminal work in contemporary British literature,
notable for its vivid storytelling, rich historical detail, and unapologetic portrayal of lesbian identity
within the Victorian era. Since its publication in 1998, this debut novel by Sarah Waters has sparked
critical acclaim and scholarly interest, as well as a successful television adaptation, cementing its
place as a culturally significant narrative that challenges traditional historical fiction paradigms.

In-depth Analysis of Sarah Waters’ Debut Novel

At its core, Sarah Waters’ Tipping the Velvet delves into the complexities of sexuality, gender
performance, and social constraints in late 19th-century England. The novel chronicles the journey
of Nancy Astley, a young oyster girl from Whitstable, who becomes enthralled by a music hall
performer named Kitty Butler. From this initial infatuation springs a narrative rich with themes of
self-discovery, love, and resilience, set against a meticulously researched backdrop of Victorian
London’s theatrical and subcultural scenes.

Waters’ narrative approach is notable for blending historical realism with a subversive edge. Her
detailed depiction of everyday life, from the gritty oyster trade to the vibrant world of music halls
and theatrical drag, provides a textured context that immerses readers in the era’s atmosphere.
Moreover, the novel’s candid exploration of lesbian desire and identity marks a departure from the
often veiled or marginalized representation of queer characters in historical fiction.

Historical Context and Authenticity

One of the standout features of Sarah Waters tipping the velvet is its commitment to historical
authenticity. Waters undertook extensive research to reconstruct the social and cultural milieu of
Victorian England, especially the underground queer communities and the music hall scene. The
novel’s attention to period detail extends to language, customs, class structures, and the legal and
social attitudes toward homosexuality at the time.

This authenticity is not merely decorative; it serves as a foundation for understanding the challenges
faced by queer individuals in a repressive society. Waters captures the precariousness of Nancy’s
world, where public exposure could result in social ostracism or legal consequences. The novel thus
operates not only as a coming-of-age story but also as a socio-historical commentary on Victorian
moral rigidity.



Character Development and Narrative Style

Nancy Astley’s evolution from an innocent provincial girl to a confident woman navigating complex
relationships is rendered with nuance and empathy. Sarah Waters' narrative is immersive,
employing a first-person perspective that grants readers intimate access to Nancy’s thoughts and
emotional landscape. This narrative choice enhances the authenticity of the protagonist’s voice and
anchors the novel’s exploration of identity.

The pacing of Tipping the Velvet balances moments of vibrant theatricality with introspective
passages, allowing the characters’ emotional arcs to unfold organically. Waters’ prose is known for
its lyrical quality, blending humor with pathos, which enriches the reading experience and adds
depth to the portrayal of Victorian society’s contradictions.

Themes of Gender and Sexuality

At the heart of Sarah Waters tipping the velvet lies a profound interrogation of gender roles and
sexual identity. The novel challenges Victorian norms through its depiction of cross-dressing, lesbian
relationships, and gender fluidity. Kitty Butler’s performances as a male impersonator on stage blur
conventional gender boundaries, while Nancy’s own experimentation with dress and presentation
questions rigid binaries.

These themes resonate with contemporary discussions of gender performativity and queer theory,
making the novel a relevant text for both literary scholars and LGBTQ+ readers. Waters’ portrayal
emphasizes that identity is not fixed but rather a dynamic and evolving construct shaped by personal
desire and societal pressures.

Sarah Waters Tipping the Velvet in Contemporary
Culture

Beyond its literary significance, Sarah Waters tipping the velvet has influenced broader cultural
conversations about queer history and representation. The 2002 BBC television adaptation brought
the story to a wider audience, praised for its faithful rendering of the novel’s spirit and its bold
depiction of lesbian relationships. This adaptation further solidified the novel’s status as a
touchstone in queer media.

Furthermore, the novel has been a subject of academic inquiry, analyzed for its contributions to

historical fiction, queer literature, and feminist studies. Its impact extends to inspiring other writers
to explore marginalized histories and to challenge heteronormative storytelling conventions.

Comparisons with Other Works by Sarah Waters

Tipping the Velvet is the first in a series of acclaimed novels by Sarah Waters that center queer
narratives in historical settings, followed by Fingersmith, Affinity, and The Night Watch. Compared



to these later works, Tipping the Velvet maintains a more exuberant and adventurous tone,
reflecting the protagonist’s youthful naivety and spirited exploration.

While Fingersmith, for example, delves into intricate plotting and darker psychological themes,
Tipping the Velvet’s strength lies in its vivid characterization and lively portrayal of a subculture

often neglected in Victorian literature. This novel set the foundation for Waters’ distinctive style of
blending historical detail with queer storytelling.

Pros and Cons of Sarah Waters Tipping the Velvet

e Pros:
o Richly detailed historical setting offering immersive period authenticity.
o Bold and pioneering representation of lesbian relationships in Victorian England.
o Compelling character development with a strong, relatable protagonist.

o Lyrical and engaging prose that balances humor and emotional depth.

e Cons:
o Some readers may find the explicit sexual content challenging or provocative.

o The narrative’s pacing occasionally shifts between fast-moving adventure and slower
introspection, which may affect reader engagement.

o Certain historical references assume familiarity with Victorian culture, potentially
limiting accessibility for some audiences.

SEO-Optimized Insights on Sarah Waters Tipping the
Velvet

For readers and researchers seeking information on Sarah Waters tipping the velvet, it is important
to recognize its dual significance as both a historical novel and a landmark in queer literature.
Keywords such as “Victorian lesbian fiction,” “queer historical novels,” “Sarah Waters novels,” and
“Tipping the Velvet analysis” are often associated with discussions surrounding this work.

Moreover, the novel’s adaptation into a BBC miniseries expands its digital footprint, leading to
interest in related topics like “Tipping the Velvet TV series,” “lesbian period dramas,” and “Victorian



music hall culture.” These LSI keywords help position the novel within broader conversations about
LGBTQ+ representation in media and Victorian studies.

Utilizing these terms naturally throughout critical and popular discourse enhances the
discoverability of content related to Sarah Waters tipping the velvet, affirming its enduring
relevance in both literary and cultural spheres.

Sarah Waters tipping the velvet remains a compelling exploration of identity, desire, and history,
resonating across decades as a pioneering voice in queer literature. Its rich storytelling and nuanced
portrayal of Victorian England continue to captivate readers, inviting ongoing reflection on the
intersections of gender, sexuality, and societal norms.

Sarah Waters Tipping The Velvet

sarah waters tipping the velvet: Tipping the Velvet Sarah Waters, 2016-09-27 It's 1887 and
Nancy Astley sits in the audience at her local music hall: she doesn't know it yet, but the next act on
the bill will change her life. Tonight is the night she'll fall in love... with the thrill of the stage and
with Kitty Butler, a girl who wears trousers. Giddy with desire and hungry for experience, Nancy
follows Kitty to London where unimaginable adventures await. Sarah Waters' debut novel, Tipping
the Velvet was highly acclaimed and was chosen by The New York Times and The Library Journal as
one of the best books of 1998. Reviewers have offered the most praise for Tipping the Velvet's use of
humour, adventure, and sexual explicitness. The novel was adapted into a somewhat controversial
three-part series of the same name produced and broadcast by the BBC in 2002.

sarah waters tipping the velvet: Waters D/Bx24 Inc4Free Tipping V Sarah Waters,
2000-03-02

sarah waters tipping the velvet: Tipping the Velvet Sarah Waters, 2000-05-01 “Erotic and
absorbing...Written with startling power.”—The New York Times Book Review Nan King, an oyster
girl, is captivated by the music hall phenomenon Kitty Butler, a male impersonator extraordinaire
treading the boards in Canterbury. Through a friend at the box office, Nan manages to visit all her
shows and finally meet her heroine. Soon after, she becomes Kitty's dresser and the two head for the
bright lights of Leicester Square where they begin a glittering career as music-hall stars in an
all-singing and dancing double act. At the same time, behind closed doors, they admit their
attraction to each other and their affair begins.

sarah waters tipping the velvet: Sarah Waters and Contemporary Feminisms Adele Jones,
Claire O'Callaghan, 2016-07-26 Sarah Waters and Contemporary Feminisms presents ten readings of
Sarah Waters'’s fictions published to date in relation to feminism and contemporary feminist theory.
The analysis offered in the collection investigates how Waters engages with recent debates on
women and gender and how her writings reflect the different concerns of contemporary feminist
theories. In particular, the collection includes new and innovative readings of how Waters’s novels
address issues of patriarchy, female confinement, madness and misogyny, exploitation and
oppression, repression and subordination, abortion, marriage and spinsterhood alongside passionate
portrayals of female agency, desire, aesthetics, female sexual expression, and, of course, lesbianism.

sarah waters tipping the velvet: Sarah Waters: Gender and Sexual Politics Claire
O’Callaghan, 2017-01-26 Sarah Waters: Gender and Sexual Politics uniquely brings together
feminist and queer theoretical perspectives on gender and sexuality through close analysis of works
by Sarah Waters. This timely study examines topics ranging from heterosexuality, homosexuality,
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masculinities, femininities, sex, pornography, and the cultural effects of othering and domination
across her work. The book covers each of Waters's published novels to date including Tipping the
Velvet, Fingersmith and The Paying Guests and also considers her non-fiction and academic writing
as well as the television adaptations of her texts. O'Callaghan situates Water's writing as an
important textual space for the examination of contemporary gender and sexuality studies and
locates her as an astute commentator and contributor to twenty-first century gender and sexual
politics.

sarah waters tipping the velvet: Sarah Waters Kaye Mitchell, 2013-07-18 A multiple
award-winning author, Sarah Waters is one of the most critically and commercially successful
novelists writing today. In such novels as Fingersmith, Tipping the Velvet, Affinity and The Night
Watch, her writing has played compellingly with popular and generic forms and narrative techniques
and covered a number of important contemporary themes. This critical guide is the first book to
offer a wide range of current critical perspectives on Waters' work. With chapters written by leading
established and emerging scholars the book explores issues such as gender, sexuality, class, time
and space in Waters' fiction, as well as her appropriation of a range of genres from the historical and
neo-victorian novel to the gothic. The book also includes a new interview with Waters herself, a
timeline of her life, chapter summaries and guides to further reading, making this an essential guide
to the work of one of the most exciting voices in contemporary fiction.

sarah waters tipping the velvet: London, Queer Spaces and Historiography in the Works
of Sarah Waters and Alan Hollinghurst Julia Braga Neves, 2022-10-07 Queer spaces are crucial
for the construction of LGBTQ+ communities, as they constitute places where queer subjects can
create political, social, and affective alliances. Julia Braga Neves shows how these spaces are pivotal
for the representation of queer history in the fictional works by the British authors Sarah Waters and
Alan Hollinghurst, whose characters and plots are articulated through and within London's sexual
geographies. Considering the intersection between gender, sexuality, and class, this study engages
with spatial, queer, feminist, and Marxist theories as a means to reflect on London, queer
historiography, and the relationship between subject and urban space.

sarah waters tipping the velvet: Youth Subcultures in Postwar and Contemporary Fiction Nick
Bentley, 2025-04-30 This book offers a unique interdisciplinary examination of how youth
subcultures have been articulated and constructed in selected fiction from the post-war period to the
twenty-first century. It provides a theoretical underpinning for the analysis of subcultures and
scenes in literary fiction, identifying approaches set against key theories from subcultural studies,
sociology, and criminology as well as paying close attention to issues of literary form, genre and
narrative technique. As well as identifying an overlooked body of work in postwar and contemporary
fiction, it shows how literary fiction can offer a distinctive contribution to our understanding of youth
and marginalized cultures. It offers close analysis of a range of novels organized around key themes
and contexts including teenagers, Teds and jazz scenes in the 1950s; Beat writing and the
counterculture; punk fiction; dystopian and cyberpunk fiction as well as the examination of works
that foreground class, race, gender and sexuality.

sarah waters tipping the velvet: Odisea n? 11: Revista de estudios ingleses Nobel-Augusto
Perdu Honeyman, 2015-11-04 Revista de Estudios Ingleses es un anuario dirigido y gestionado por
miembros del Departamento de Filologia Inglesa y Alemana de la Universidad de Almeria con el
proposito de ofrecer un foro de intercambio de produccion cientifica en campos del conocimiento tan
diversos como la lengua inglesa, literatura en lengua inglesa, didactica del inglés, traduccidn, inglés
para fines especificos y otros igualmente vinculados a los estudios ingleses.

sarah waters tipping the velvet: Bloomsbury Good Reading Guide Nick Rennison,
2009-01-01 Deciding what to read next when you've just finished an unputdownable novel can be a
daunting task. The Bloomsbury Good Reading Guide features hundreds of authors and thousands of
titles, with navigation features to lead you on a rich journey through some the best literature to
grace our shelves. This greatly expanded edition includes the latest contemporary authors and
landmark novels, an expanded non-fiction section, a timeline setting historical events against literary



milestones, prize-winner and book club lists. An accessible and easy-to-read guide that no serious
book lover should be without. The essential guide to the wild uncharted world of contemporary and
20th century writing. Robert McCrum, The Observer

sarah waters tipping the velvet: Current trends in anglophone studies: cultural linguistic and
literary research: Javier GARCIA RUANO, 2011 La publicacién de este volumen representa un caso
relativamente insélito. Un pequefio grupo de jovenes investigadores de menos de treinta afios
convence a un grupo mucho més numeroso de la misma edad para celebrar en Salamanca la First
Conference of Young Researchers on Anglophone Studies. El resultado es deslumbrante. No solo
demuestran una gran capacidad organizativa, sino que los resultados individuales de las
aportaciones cientificas son sobresalientes. Este volumen, Current Trends in Anglophone Studies,
recoge una seleccion revisada de las propuestas presentadas en el Encuentro y gira en torno a una
estructuracion tripartita clasica: estudios culturales, lingtiisticos y literarios. En ella caben todos
aquellos que se mueven en el campo de los estudios angléfonos. Cada uno de estos campos podria
haber sido suficiente para celebrar un congreso, pero parece razonable que en este tipo de
encuentros tengan cabida todos. De ese modo, este volumen se convierte en un ejemplo de
aproximacion interdisciplinar a los estudios angl6fonos. Desde un punto de vista cuantitativo, los
estudios culturales ocupan sin duda un espacio menor. Sin embargo, sobresale la variedad de temas
tratados, asi como la internacionalizaciéon de los autores, dentro de este apartado. Estudiantes
espafoles e italianos acometen estudios relacionados con la musica, la pintura, el cine, la
traduccion, la marginalidad social o el impacto de las nuevas tecnologias en la produccion artistica.
Si no pareciera demasiado atrevido, podria decirse que estos jovenes estudiosos irian mas alla de lo
que un dia ya lejano pudieron imaginar Richard Hoggard o Raymond Williams. Los estudios aqui
presentados reflejan, sin duda, la evoluciéon que la propia sociedad ha experimentado en estos
ultimos cincuenta afios y exploran la relacion entre las practicas culturales, la vida diaria, y los
contextos econdmicos, politicos e historicos. No es de extraflar que una gran parte de las
contribuciones presentadas en este volumen se centren en el estudio de la lengua, ya que la
demanda del inglés se ha incrementado de forma considerable en los Gltimos afios. Sobresalen los
analisis puramente filoldgicos y sobre todo los relacionados con el aprendizaje del inglés como
segunda lengua. Por eso, destacan estudios que contemplan rasgos morfologicos, 1éxicos o
sintacticos. Sin embargo, el mayor numero de participaciones hace referencia al ya citado
aprendizaje del inglés como L2, tanto desde el andlisis de materiales, como desde la practica oral o
escrita. Las contribuciones literarias ofrecen una evaluacion teodrica, formal e interpretativa de
distintas tendencias desde perspectivas tanto interdisciplinares como interculturales.
Cronologicamente los estudios abarcan textos desde el siglo XVIII hasta nuestros dias, con un acento
especial en los autores mas contemporaneos y en el género narrativo. En general estos estudios se
fijan en textos concretos y los analizan desde perspectivas culturales, socioldgicas o psicologicas.
Pero abundan menos las aproximaciones desde la teoria literaria, desde la técnica narrativa o, como
tal vez cabria esperar al tratarse de estudiantes tan jovenes, desde la aplicacion de las nuevas
tecnologias. Por el contrario, se repiten temas como los traumas heredados de la Guerra de Vietnam,
las cicatrices del 11 de septiembre o los problemas de género.

sarah waters tipping the velvet: Gay Identity, New Storytelling and The Media P. Demory,
Christopher Pullen, 2016-04-30 This critical introduction to gay and lesbian identity within the media
explores the concept of 'new storytelling'. The case studies look at film, television and online media,
focusing on the narrative potential of individual storytellers who, as producers, writers and
performers, challenge identity concerns and offer new expressions of liberty.

sarah waters tipping the velvet: Gay Identity, New Storytelling and The Media C. Pullen,
2015-12-11 This critical introduction to gay and lesbian identity within the media explores the
concept of 'new storytelling'. The case studies look at film, television and online media, focussing on
the narrative potential of individual storytellers who, as producers, writers and performers,
challenge identity concerns and offer new expressions of liberty.

sarah waters tipping the velvet: Studies in the Victorian and Neo-Victorian Novel Adrian



Radu, 2024-02-29 Readers of the nineteenth century novel expected literature to be a form
journalism and fictional history. They wanted to read about easily identifiable situations with a
chronological, straightforward and easily discernible development of plot, familiar backgrounds and
credible characters. About a hundred years later, the Victorian novel became the great tradition,
omnipresent and reliable. However, today the age and the context are different, and novels need
more substance, including such themes as memory, race and empire, sex and science, spectrality
and the heritage industry or key issues like gender, sexuality, and postmodernism. All these
elements are considered Neo-Victorian which, in spite of their novelty, do point to a certain Victorian
“anchor”. This volume contains ten studies, the substance of which is the analysis of novels that,
according to their date of publication, are products of the Victorian and Neo-Victorian periods as
defined above. The authors investigate and discuss Victorian roots and characteristics, preserved or
recycled Victorian themes, Neo-Victorian characters and motifs, or any other characteristics that
may label them as Victorian or Neo-Victorian products.

sarah waters tipping the velvet: Angela Carter Linden Peach, 2009-09-09 This revised new
edition reviews Carter's novels in the light of recent critical developments and offers entirely new
perspectives on her work. There is now extended discussion of Carter's most widely-studied novels,
including The Passion of New Eve and Nights at the Circus, and discussion of the long essay The
Sadeian Woman. This revised new edition reviews Carter's novels in the light of recent critical
developments and offers entirely new perspectives on her work. There is now extended discussion of
Carter's most widely-studied novels, including The Passion of New Eve and Nights at the Circus, and
discussion of the long essay The Sadeian Woman.

sarah waters tipping the velvet: Alternatives within the Mainstream II Dimple Godiwala,
2008-12-18 Alternatives Within the Mainstream II follows from the first volume’s dedication to a
critical appreciation of and a tracing of trajectories of the theatres of our Others on the British
stage. The first volume Alternatives Within the Mainstream: British Black and Asian Theatres traced
a history of Black and Asian British plays, playwrights, theatre companies and theatre voices. The
two volumes celebrate the plurality on the post-war British stage in terms of class, gender, race and
sexualities. Alternatives Within the Mainstream II: Queer Theatres in Post-war Britain is an
introduction to queer sexualities and their presence on the post-war British stage. From an
introduction which addresses the possibilities of an undoing of repressiveness in desiring another,
this volume charts a history of queer on the British stage, from a climate of sexual repressiveness
and criminalisation, to a period of legal acceptance of homosexual desire. It covers gay, les, trans
and queer British theatres, the influence of American queer theatre, AIDS consciousness, black
queer theatre and television drama. Alternatives Within the Mainstream II: Queer Theatres in
Post-war Britain is aimed as an introductory text which introduces the several plays, playwrights,
theatre companies and queer theorists to students and scholars of contemporary queer British
theatres. This book is dedicated to Anthony Blair and the Labour government for bringing in the
Civil Partnerships Act.

sarah waters tipping the velvet: History of the Gothic: Twentieth-Century Gothic Lucie
Armitt, 2011-01-15 Why, at a time when the majority of us no longer believe in ghosts, demons, or
the occult, does Gothic continue to have such a strong grasp upon literature, cinema and popular
culture? This book answers this question through exploring some of the ways in which we have
applied Gothic tropes to our everyday fears. The book opens with The Turn of the Screw, a text
dealing in the dangers adults pose to children while simultaneously questioning the assumed
innocence of all children. As our culture becomes increasingly anxious about child safety the
uncanny surfaces in the popular imagination in the form of the paedophile or the child murderer. At
the same time, the Gothic has always brought danger home, and another key focus of the book lies in
the various manifestations undertaken by the haunted house during the twentieth century, from the
bombed-out spaces of the blitz (“The Demon Lover’ and The Night Watch) to the designer bathrooms
of wealthy American suburbia (What Lies Beneath). Gothic monsters can also be terror monsters,
and after a discussion of terrorism and atrocity in relation to burial alive the book examines the



relationship between the human and the inhuman through the role of the beast monster as
manifestation of the evil that resides in our midst (The Hound of the Baskervilles and The Birds). It is
with the dangers of the body that the Gothic has been most closely associated and, during the later
twentieth century, paranoia attaches itself to skeletal forms and ghosts in the wake of the HIV/AIDs
crisis. Sexuality and/as disease is one of the themes of Patrick McGrath’s work (Dr Haggard'’s
Disease and ‘The Angel’) and the issue of skeletons in the closet is also explored through Henry
James’s ‘The Jolly Corner’. However, sexuality is also one of the most liberating aspects of Gothic
narratives. After a brief discussion of camp humour in the British television drama series Jekyll, the
book concludes with a discussion of the apparitional lesbian through the work of Sarah Waters.

sarah waters tipping the velvet: Crossroads in Literature and Culture Jacek Fabiszak, Ewa
Urbaniak-Rybicka, Bartosz Wolski, 2012-11-05 The book contains a selection of papers focusing on
the idea of crossing boundaries in literary and cultural texts composed in English. The authors come
from different methodological schools and analyse texts coming from different periods and cultures,
trying to find common ground (the theme of the volume) between the apparently generically and
temporarily varied works and phenomena. In this way, a plethora of perspectives is offered,
perspectives which represent a high standard both in terms of theoretical reflection and in-depth
analysis of selected texts. Consequently, the volume is addressed to a wide scope of both scholars
and students working in the field of English and American literary and cultural studies; furthermore,
it will be of interest also to students interested in theoretical issues linked with investigations into
literature and culture.

sarah waters tipping the velvet: The Palgrave Handbook of Feminist, Queer and Trans*
Narrative Studies Vera Nunning, Corinna Assmann, 2025-07-09 The Palgrave Handbook of
Feminist, Queer and Trans* Narrative Studies provides a comprehensive overview of the intersection
between narrative theory and feminist, queer and trans* theory. Bringing together eminent and
emerging scholars from a range of disciplines, it foregrounds connections between new views on
gender and recent developments in narratology. The first section outlines key concepts for the study
of narrative and gender and features theory-oriented chapters on what it means for the study of
narrative to go beyond gender binaries. The middle sections cover some of the currently most
influential fields of narratology and literary theory: cognitive and eco-narratology, postcolonial
studies, as well as concepts that are central to both narrative and gender studies, such as affect and
performativity. The last section explores the meaning of gender in various genres and media
formats, from science fiction and trans* autobiographies to film, TV and social media. This
field-changing volume shows how the proliferation of new ways to think about gender identity and
sexuality demands a strong reconsideration of narratological methodologies. Chapter 23 is available
open access under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License via link.springer.com.

sarah waters tipping the velvet: Feminist Perspectives on Law and Literature Laura
Schmitz-Justen, Laura A. Zander, Hanna Luise Kroll, Laura Wittmann, 2025-04-21 The
interdisciplinary study of law and literature can help us better understand intersectionality, and vice
versa: intersectional feminist perspectives are extremely valuable in the study of law and literature.
Of course, neither feminist nor intersectional approaches are new in and of themselves: for decades,
literary scholarship has studied the impact of particular constellations of gender, race, and class
when it comes to representations of women in literary texts and has succeeded in shaking monolithic
and stereotypical notions of womanhood. However, research at the intersection of law, literature and
feminism has so far been limited and insular. Bringing together more than twenty international
researchers from related disciplines, this volume is the first to bring questions of intersectional
feminism to the forefront of law and literature scholarship. From reproductive and (trans-)gender
justice in law and literature to feminist practices that intervene in judicial discourse, this volume
brings into focus a wide range of cultural and legal phenomena in which gender and the law
intersect in literary texts. The volume’s commitment to intersectionality fittingly extents to its very
make up: the contributors were selected to represent a diverse range of positions in terms of their
gender, career stage and nationality.
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