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Oedipus the King Bernard Knox: Exploring a Classical Masterpiece Through a Scholarly Lens

oedipus the king bernard knox immediately calls to mind not only the timeless tragedy penned by Sophocles but
also the insightful interpretations offered by the renowned classicist Bernard Knox. Knox’s work on "Oedipus
the King" provides readers and students alike with a profound understanding of this ancient Greek tragedy,
illuminating the complex themes and dramatic techniques that have captivated audiences for centuries. His
commentary and analysis serve as a bridge connecting modern readers to the rich cultural and philosophical
depths embedded in the play.

In this article, we’ll delve into Bernard Knox’s perspective on "Oedipus the King," exploring how his scholarship
enhances our appreciation of Sophocles’ masterpiece. From the play’s exploration of fate and free will to its
enduring relevance in contemporary discussions of tragedy, Knox’s work offers valuable insights that deepen
our engagement with this canonical work.

Bernard Knox and His Contribution to Classical Scholarship

Bernard Knox was a distinguished scholar of ancient Greek literature, known for his ability to make classical
texts accessible and meaningful to modern audiences. His expertise spans a wide range of Greek tragedies, but his
treatment of "Oedipus the King" is particularly notable for its clarity and depth.

Knox’s approach is not merely academic; he strives to bring the emotional and philosophical resonance of the
play to life. His commentary often highlights the universal human experiences that Sophocles
captured—questions about identity, destiny, and the pursuit of truth. Through Knox’s lens, "Oedipus the King"
emerges not just as a tragic story from antiquity but as a living text with contemporary relevance.

The Importance of Historical Context in Knox’s Analysis

One of Knox’s key strengths is his ability to situate "Oedipus the King" within its historical and cultural
milieu. He explains how the play reflects the values and beliefs of fifth-century BCE Athens, particularly their
views on the gods, fate, and human agency. This context enriches readers’ understanding of the play’s themes and
the characters’ motivations.

For example, Knox discusses how the ancient Greek concept of fate differs from modern interpretations,
emphasizing the tension between inevitability and human responsibility. This nuanced perspective helps readers
appreciate the tragic irony that underpins Oedipus’s downfall.

Unpacking Themes in Oedipus the King Through Bernard Knox’s
Perspective

Sophocles’ tragedy is renowned for its exploration of profound themes such as fate versus free will, blindness
and insight, and the pursuit of truth despite devastating consequences. Bernard Knox’s analysis sheds light on
these themes, revealing layers of meaning that might otherwise go unnoticed.

Fate and Free Will: A Delicate Balance

Knox delves into the paradoxical relationship between fate and free will in "Oedipus the King." He argues that



Sophocles does not simply depict fate as a predetermined force but rather presents a complex interplay where
human choices contribute to the fulfillment of destiny.

This perspective encourages readers to think critically about the nature of human agency. Knox’s
interpretation suggests that Oedipus is not merely a helpless victim but an active participant in his tragic
fate, raising questions about moral responsibility and the limits of knowledge.

Blindness and Insight: Symbolism and Irony

One of the most powerful symbols in "Oedipus the King" is physical and metaphorical blindness. Knox highlights
how Sophocles uses Oedipus’s eventual blindness to underscore his earlier inability to see the truth about
himself and his past.

Knox’s commentary explores the dramatic irony of Oedipus’s journey—from a man who can see but is blind to
reality, to one who is physically blind but gains profound insight. This transformation is central to the
tragedy’s emotional impact and philosophical depth.

Bernard Knox’s Interpretive Strategies: Making Greek Tragedy
Accessible

Beyond thematic analysis, Bernard Knox’s work is renowned for its interpretive strategies that help readers
engage with the complexities of Greek tragedy. His explanations often clarify challenging passages and unpack
Sophocles’ use of language and dramatic structure.

Clarifying Sophocles’ Language and Style

Greek tragedies can be daunting due to their archaic language and intricate poetic forms. Knox provides
translations and annotations that preserve the beauty of the original text while making it comprehensible to
contemporary readers. His annotations often include explanations of key terms, cultural references, and
mythological allusions, enriching the reading experience.

Exploring Dramatic Techniques

Knox also examines Sophocles’ use of dramatic techniques such as irony, foreshadowing, and catharsis. For
instance, he discusses how the build-up of dramatic irony—where the audience knows more than the
characters—heightens tension and emotional engagement. Understanding these techniques allows readers to
appreciate the craftsmanship behind the play’s enduring power.

Why Bernard Knox’s Work on Oedipus the King Matters Today

The continued study of "Oedipus the King" through Bernard Knox’s scholarship demonstrates the timeless
relevance of classical literature. His insights encourage readers to reflect on universal human concerns, such
as the search for identity, the consequences of pride, and the limits of human understanding.

In modern educational settings, Knox’s interpretations often serve as foundational texts that introduce
students to Greek tragedy. His ability to combine scholarly rigor with accessible prose makes classical
literature inviting rather than intimidating.



Moreover, Knox’s work reminds us that "Oedipus the King" is not just an artifact of the past but a living
story that speaks to contemporary issues—whether in psychology, philosophy, or even political discourse
about fate and free will.

Applying Knox’s Insights to Modern Discussions

- **Psychological Interpretations:** Knox’s emphasis on self-awareness and truth-seeking aligns with modern
psychological themes, such as the unconscious mind and identity formation.
- **Philosophical Debate:** The interplay of fate and free will in the play invites ongoing philosophical
inquiry, enriched by Knox’s balanced analysis.
- **Literary Influence:** Understanding Sophocles through Knox’s lens helps trace the influence of Greek
tragedy on modern literature and drama.

Through these applications, Bernard Knox’s scholarship continues to inspire new generations to engage deeply
with classical texts.

Oedipus’s tragic journey, as illuminated by Bernard Knox, remains a compelling exploration of human nature and
destiny. His work not only preserves the legacy of Sophocles but also invites us to confront the enduring
questions that lie at the heart of the human experience. Whether you’re a student, educator, or simply a lover
of literature, exploring "Oedipus the King" through Knox’s perspective offers a richly rewarding encounter with
one of the greatest tragedies ever written.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Bernard Knox in relation to 'Oedipus the King'?

Bernard Knox is a renowned classical scholar and translator known for his work on Greek tragedies, including
his translations and analyses of Sophocles' 'Oedipus the King.'

What is Bernard Knox's interpretation of the theme of fate in 'Oedipus the
King'?

Bernard Knox interprets fate in 'Oedipus the King' as an inevitable force that governs human lives, emphasizing
the tragic inevitability and the limitations of human free will in the face of divine prophecy.

How does Bernard Knox's translation of 'Oedipus the King' differ from other
versions?

Bernard Knox's translation of 'Oedipus the King' is noted for its clarity, poetic quality, and faithfulness to
the original text, making the ancient play accessible while preserving its dramatic intensity and thematic depth.

What insights does Bernard Knox provide about the character of Oedipus?

Bernard Knox highlights Oedipus as a complex tragic hero whose intelligence and determination ultimately lead
to his downfall, illustrating the paradox of human knowledge and ignorance within the play.

How does Bernard Knox explain the role of irony in 'Oedipus the King'?

Bernard Knox emphasizes dramatic irony as a central device in 'Oedipus the King,' where the audience's awareness
of Oedipus's true identity creates tension and deepens the tragic impact of the unfolding events.



What contributions has Bernard Knox made to the study of Greek tragedy
through his work on 'Oedipus the King'?

Bernard Knox has contributed critical scholarship, insightful translations, and interpretive essays that have
enhanced understanding of Greek tragedy's themes, structure, and cultural significance, particularly through
his work on 'Oedipus the King.'

Why is Bernard Knox's analysis of 'Oedipus the King' considered influential in
classical studies?

Bernard Knox's analysis is influential because it combines rigorous scholarship with accessible language,
bridging the gap between academic study and general readership, thus broadening appreciation of Sophocles'
work.

In what ways does Bernard Knox connect 'Oedipus the King' to
contemporary issues?

Bernard Knox connects 'Oedipus the King' to contemporary issues by exploring universal themes such as
identity, power, responsibility, and the limits of human understanding, demonstrating the play's enduring
relevance.

Additional Resources
Oedipus the King Bernard Knox: A Critical Examination of Sophocles’ Tragedy through Knox’s Lens

oedipus the king bernard knox represents a crucial intersection of classical literature and modern critical
scholarship. Bernard Knox, a distinguished classicist and translator, has contributed significantly to the
understanding and appreciation of Sophocles’ timeless tragedy, "Oedipus the King." His interpretations and
commentaries offer a nuanced perspective that enriches both academic discourse and general readership
engagement. This article explores Bernard Knox’s analysis of "Oedipus the King," situating his insights within the
broader context of classical studies and dramatic literature.

Bernard Knox’s Role in Classical Scholarship

Bernard Knox, renowned for his expertise in Greek tragedy and philosophy, has long been a pivotal figure in
interpreting ancient texts for contemporary audiences. His translations and essays bridge the gap between
archaic language and modern sensibilities, making classical works accessible without compromising their
original depth.

In the case of Sophocles’ "Oedipus the King," Knox’s scholarship delves into the tragedy’s thematic complexity,
structural mastery, and philosophical underpinnings. His analytical approach emphasizes the interplay between
fate and free will, the nature of knowledge, and the human condition — all central motifs within the play.

Understanding the Tragic Hero through Knox’s Perspective

One of Bernard Knox’s notable contributions lies in his exploration of Oedipus as a tragic hero. Knox
underscores the paradoxical nature of Oedipus’s character: a man of intellect and action, yet blind to his own
origins and destiny. This duality not only drives the narrative forward but also serves as a vessel for
examining ancient Greek concepts of identity and morality.

Knox argues that Oedipus’s tragedy is not merely the result of external fate but also a consequence of his



own choices and relentless pursuit of truth. This interpretation aligns with the Aristotelian definition of
tragedy, where the hero’s downfall stems from a “hamartia” or fatal flaw—here, Oedipus’s hubris and
determination. Knox’s insights thus enrich the understanding of Sophocles’ narrative structure and its
psychological depth.

Oedipus the King Bernard Knox: Thematic and Philosophical Insights

At the heart of Knox’s analysis lies the tension between predestination and human agency. In "Oedipus the King,"
Sophocles weaves a narrative that interrogates the limits of human knowledge and the inevitability of fate.
Knox elucidates how the play confronts audiences with unsettling questions about the extent to which
individuals control their destinies.

Knox highlights the motif of blindness—both literal and metaphorical—as a symbol of ignorance and insight.
The transition of Oedipus from a man who “sees” but does not understand, to one who is physically blind yet
gains profound awareness, encapsulates the tragic irony Sophocles crafts. This transformation is central to
the play’s exploration of enlightenment and suffering.

Moreover, Knox’s work situates "Oedipus the King" within the socio-political context of ancient Athens,
interpreting the tragedy as a reflection on leadership, justice, and communal responsibility. Through Knox’s lens,
the play transcends personal tragedy, engaging with broader questions about governance and ethical duty.

Comparative Analysis: Knox’s Translation vs. Other Versions

Bernard Knox’s translation of "Oedipus the King" is often praised for its fidelity to the original Greek text
combined with a lucid, poetic English style. Unlike some translations that prioritize literal word-for-word
accuracy, Knox balances precision with dramatic impact, making the text resonate for modern readers and
theater audiences.

Comparing Knox’s translation to others, such as Robert Fagles or E.H. Plumptre, reveals distinct choices in
diction and rhythm. Knox tends to emphasize the play’s psychological intensity and thematic clarity, often
opting for language that highlights the emotional turmoil of characters. This approach enhances the tragic
atmosphere without sacrificing scholarly credibility.

Educational and Cultural Impact of Knox’s Work on Oedipus

Bernard Knox’s scholarship has had a lasting influence on how "Oedipus the King" is taught and interpreted in
academic institutions worldwide. His essays and translations serve as fundamental resources in classical
studies curricula, fostering critical thinking and appreciation for Greek tragedy.

Knox’s ability to contextualize Sophocles’ work within both ancient and modern frameworks encourages
interdisciplinary exploration, linking literature, philosophy, and history. This has broadened the play’s appeal
beyond classical scholars to students of drama, psychology, and political theory.

Pros and Cons of Knox’s Interpretative Approach

Pros:

Deep contextual understanding that connects ancient themes to modern issues.



Accessible yet faithful translations that maintain the play’s emotional power.

Comprehensive analysis that enhances appreciation of tragic structure and character complexity.

Cons:

Some critics argue Knox’s interpretations occasionally impose modern perspectives on ancient
texts.

His translations, while poetic, may sacrifice some literal nuances valued by purist scholars.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Oedipus through Bernard Knox’s
Scholarship

The intersection of "Oedipus the King" and Bernard Knox’s critical work exemplifies how classical texts
continue to inspire and challenge contemporary readers. Knox’s balanced approach, combining rigorous
scholarship with engaging prose, invites ongoing dialogue about fate, knowledge, and human nature as
portrayed in Sophocles’ masterpiece.

By illuminating the layers of meaning embedded in "Oedipus the King," Bernard Knox not only restores the
tragedy’s relevance but also fosters a deeper understanding of the universal themes that resonate across
millennia. His contributions remain indispensable for anyone seeking to grasp the profound complexities of this
seminal work in world literature.

Oedipus The King Bernard Knox

  oedipus the king bernard knox: Oedipus the King Sophocles, 2012-12-18 The famed
Athenian tragedy in which Oedipus’s own faults contribute to his tragic downfall. A great
masterpiece on which Aristotle based his aesthetic theory of drama in the Poetics and from which
Freud derived the Oedipus complex, King Oedipus puts out a sentence on the unknown murderer of
his father Laius. By a gradual unfolding of incidents, Oedipus learns that he was the assassin and
that Jocasta, his wife, is also his mother. This Enriched Classic Edition includes: -A concise
introduction that gives readers important background information -Timelines of significant events in
Greek history and theater that provide the book’s historical context -An outline of key themes and
plot points to help readers form their own interpretations -Detailed explanatory notes -Critical
analysis and modern perspectives on the work -Discussion questions to promote lively classroom and
book group interaction -A list of recommended related books and films to broaden the reader’s
experience Enriched Classics offers readers affordable editions of great works of literature
enhanced by helpful notes and insightful commentary. The scholarship provided in Enriched Classics
enables readers to appreciate, understand, and enjoy the world's finest books to their full potential.
Series edited by Cynthia Brantley Johnson
  oedipus the king bernard knox: oedipus the king sophocles bernard m.w. knox, 1972
  oedipus the king bernard knox: Oedipus the King Bernard Knox, 1975-12
  oedipus the king bernard knox: Oedipus at Thebes Bernard Knox, 1998-01-01 Examines the
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way in which Sophocles' play Oedipus Tyrannus and its hero, Oedipus, King of Thebes, were
probably received in their own time and place, and relates this to twentieth-century receptions and
interpretations, including those of Sigmund Freud.
  oedipus the king bernard knox: The Three Theban Plays Sophocles, 1984-02-07 The heroic
Greek dramas that have moved theatergoers and readers since the fifth century B.C. Towering over
the rest of Greek tragedy, the three plays that tell the story of the fated Theban royal
family—Antigone, Oedipus the King and Oedipus at Colonus—are among the most enduring and
timeless dramas ever written. Robert Fagles's authoritative and acclaimed translation conveys all of
Sophocles's lucidity and power: the cut and thrust of his dialogue, his ironic edge, the surge and
majesty of his choruses and, above all, the agonies and triumphs of his characters. This Penguin
Classics edition features an introduction and notes by the renowned classicist Bernard Knox. For
more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the
English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf
of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to
provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
  oedipus the king bernard knox: Sophocles' Oedipus Rex Harold Bloom, 2006 A critical guide
to Oedipus rex, Sophocles' Greek tragedy which addresses questions about the power of fate.
  oedipus the king bernard knox: Oedipus the King Sophocles,
  oedipus the king bernard knox: The Oedipus Casebook Mark R. Anspach, 2020-02-01 Who
killed Laius? Most readers assume Oedipus did. At the play’s end, he stands convicted of murdering
his father, marrying his mother, and triggering a deadly plague. With selections from a stellar
assortment of critics including Walter Burkert, Terry Eagleton, Michel Foucault, René Girard, and
Jean-Pierre Vernant, this book reopens the Oedipus case and lets readers judge for themselves. The
Greek word for tragedy means “goat song.” Is Oedipus the goat? Helene Peet Foley calls him “the
kind of leader a democracy would both love and desire to ostracize.” The Oedipus Casebook
readings weigh the evidence against Oedipus, place the play in the context of Greek scapegoat rites,
and explore the origins of tragedy in the festival of Dionysus. This unique critical edition includes a
new translation of the play by distinguished classics scholar Wm. Blake Tyrrell and the authoritative
Greek text established by H. Lloyd-Jones and N. G. Wilson.
  oedipus the king bernard knox: Sophocles' Oedipus Rex Harold Bloom, 2007 A critical guide
to Oedipus rex, Sophocles' Greek tragedy which addresses questions about the power of fate.
  oedipus the king bernard knox: Oedipus the King Sophocles, 1959
  oedipus the king bernard knox: Keys to Academic English Adrian Hale, Helen Basides,
2023-04-11 Keys to Academic English presents Academic English and its building blocks in an
accessible, easy-to-use format.
  oedipus the king bernard knox: Encyclopedia of Ancient Greece Nigel Guy Wilson, 2006
Examining every aspect of the culture from antiquity to the founding of Constantinople in the early
Byzantine era, this thoroughly cross-referenced and fully indexed work is written by an international
group of scholars. This Encyclopedia is derived from the more broadly focused Encyclopedia of
Greece and the Hellenic Tradition, the highly praised two-volume work. Newly edited by Nigel
Wilson, this single-volume reference provides a comprehensive and authoritative guide to the
political, cultural, and social life of the people and to the places, ideas, periods, and events that
defined ancient Greece.
  oedipus the king bernard knox: Journal of Greco-Roman Christianity and Judaism, Volume 16
Stanley E. Porter, Matthew Brook O'Donnell, Wendy Porter, 2021-09-03 Volume 16 2020 This is the
sixteenth volume of the hard-copy edition of a journal that has been published online
(www.jgrchj.net) since 2000. As they appear, the hard-copy editions replace the online materials.
The scope of JGRChJ is the texts, language and cultures of the Greco-Roman world of early
Christianity and Judaism. The papers published in JGRChJ are designed to pay special attention to
the larger picture of politics, culture, religion and language, engaging as well with modern



theoretical approaches.
  oedipus the king bernard knox: Searching for Oedipus Kenneth Glazer, 2018-09-15 Aristotle
considered it to be the model on which all other tragedies should be based. Freud viewed it as the
key to unlocking the subconscious. Countless others have agreed with D.H. Lawrence’s assessment
that it is “the finest drama of all time.” It is Oedipus Rex, one of the most celebrated—and
disputed—works in all of Western literature. For centuries, classicists, psychologists, philosophers
and many others have tried to solve the “Riddle of Oedipus,” the age-old puzzle of what Sophocles’s
masterpiece means and why it is so singularly mesmerizing. In Searching for Oedipus, Kenneth
Glazer offers a fresh and personal way of looking at Oedipus Rex by recounting what Oedipus Rex
has meant to him at different points in his life and how, gradually over many years, he came to
answer this ancient riddle for himself. Along the way, Searching for Oedipus shows just how deeply
Oedipus Rex is embedded in our cultural DNA and how strongly its influence continues to be felt.
Both a valuable resource for scholars and a riveting, accessible analysis for the general reader,
Searching for Oedipus brings to life a work of art that, even after 2,500 years, still retains the power
to shock and inspire.
  oedipus the king bernard knox: Oedipus Rex Harold Bloom, 2007 A critical guide to Oedipus
rex, Sophocles' Greek tragedy which addresses questions about the power of fate.
  oedipus the king bernard knox: Abysmal Gunnar Olsson, 2010-03-15 People rely on reason to
think about and navigate the abstract world of human relations in much the same way they rely on
maps to study and traverse the physical world. Starting from that simple observation, renowned
geographer Gunnar Olsson offers in Abysmal an astonishingly erudite critique of the way human
thought and action have become deeply immersed in the rhetoric of cartography and how this
cartographic reasoning allows the powerful to map out other people’s lives. A spectacular reading of
Western philosophy, religion, and mythology that draws on early maps and atlases, Plato, Kant, and
Wittgenstein, Thomas Pynchon, Gilgamesh, and Marcel Duchamp, Abysmal is itself a minimalist
guide to the terrain of Western culture. Olsson roams widely but always returns to the problems
inherent in reason, to question the outdated assumptions and fixed ideas that thinking
cartographically entails. A work of ambition, scope, and sharp wit, Abysmal will appeal to an eclectic
audience—to geographers and cartographers, but also to anyone interested in the history of ideas,
culture, and art.
  oedipus the king bernard knox: Fifty Key Classical Authors Alison Sharrock, Rhiannon Ashley,
2013-04-15 A chronological guide to influential Greek and Roman writers, Fifty Key Classical
Authors is an invaluable introduction to the literature, philosophy and history of the ancient world.
Including essays on Sappho, Polybius and Lucan, as well as on major figures such as Homer, Plato,
Catullus and Cicero, this book is a vital tool for all students of classical civilization.
  oedipus the king bernard knox: Sophocles' Oedipus Frederick Ahl, 1991
  oedipus the king bernard knox: The Odyssey Homer, 1997-11-01 The great epic of Western
literature, translated by the acclaimed classicist Robert Fagles Soon to be a major motion picture
directed by Christopher Nolan A Penguin Classic Robert Fagles, winner of the PEN/Ralph Manheim
Medal for Translation and a 1996 Academy Award in Literature from the American Academy of Arts
and Letters, presents us with Homer's best-loved and most accessible poem in a stunning
modern-verse translation. Sing to me of the man, Muse, the man of twists and turns driven time and
again off course, once he had plundered the hallowed heights of Troy. So begins Robert Fagles'
magnificent translation of the Odyssey, which Jasper Griffin in the New York Times Book Review
hails as a distinguished achievement. If the Iliad is the world's greatest war epic, the Odyssey is
literature's grandest evocation of an everyman's journey through life. Odysseus' reliance on his wit
and wiliness for survival in his encounters with divine and natural forces during his ten-year voyage
home to Ithaca after the Trojan War is at once a timeless human story and an individual test of moral
endurance. In the myths and legends retold here, Fagles has captured the energy and poetry of
Homer's original in a bold, contemporary idiom, and given us an Odyssey to read aloud, to savor,
and to treasure for its sheer lyrical mastery. Renowned classicist Bernard Knox's superb



introduction and textual commentary provide insightful background information for the general
reader and scholar alike, intensifying the strength of Fagles's translation. This is an Odyssey to
delight both the classicist and the general reader, to captivate a new generation of Homer's
students. This Penguin Classics Deluxe Edition features French flaps and deckle-edged paper. For
more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the
English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf
of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to
provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
  oedipus the king bernard knox: Family Man Scott Coltrane, 1997-12-11 The typical
American family has changed dramatically since the days of Ozzie and Harriet and Father Knows
Best. Double-income families are now the rule, and fathers are much more involved in raising the
children and cleaning house. Reactions to these changes have been diverse, ranging from grave
misgivings to a sense of liberation and new possibility. Groups as diverse as Promise Keepers, the
Million Man March, and Robert Bly's mythopoetic men's movement tell us that fathers are
important. From the fundamentalist right to the feminist left, opinions about the changing nature of
the family--and the consequent rethinking of gender roles--have been vehement, if not always very
well-founded. In Family Man, sociologist Scott Coltrane brings a wealth of compelling evidence to
this debate over the American family. Drawing on his own extensive research and many fascinating
interviews, Coltrane explodes many of the common myths about shared parenting, provides
first-hand accounts of men's and women's feelings in two-job families, and reveals some innovative
solutions that couples have developed to balance job and family commitments. Readers will find an
insightful discussion of precisely how and why family life has changed, what forms it may take in the
future, and what new kinds of fathers may be on the horizon. The author firmly places these
questions within a broad contextual framework. He provides, for instance, an illuminating history of
the family that shows that, far from being a fixed structure, the family has always adapted to
changing economic, social, and ideological pressures. And by examining how families operate in a
variety of non-industrial societies, he demonstrates that our own notions of gender-specific work and
parenting roles are culturally rather than biologically determined, and thus inherently flexible. And
indeed these roles are changing. While contemporary American women still perform the bulk of
domestic tasks, Family Man gives us decisive evidence that men are becoming increasingly involved
in both housework and childrearing. Coltrane argues convincingly that this trend will continue.
Given the current economic situation--with two-job households now the norm--and the gradual
ideological shift away from restrictive gender roles, more and more couples will find it both
necessary and desirable to share the workload. More important, Coltrane suggests that as fathers
participate more fully in raising their children and performing traditionally female household tasks,
men will themselves be transformed by the experience in profoundly positive ways and American
society as a whole will move closer to true gender equity. Family Man succeeds brilliantly in
bringing clarity, perspective, and above all hope to a discussion that is too often shrill, chaotic, and
beset with the rhetoric of nostalgia. It shows us not only exactly where the family is today, but where
it has been and what it may become.
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