
music in the gilded age

**Music in the Gilded Age: A Vibrant Soundtrack of Transformation**

Music in the Gilded Age offers a fascinating glimpse into a period of rapid change and cultural blossoming in the
United States. Spanning roughly from the 1870s to the early 1900s, the Gilded Age was marked by industrial
expansion, urban growth, and sweeping social shifts. Alongside these developments, the musical landscape
thrived and evolved, reflecting the complexities of American society during this transformative era. From the
rise of minstrel shows and vaudeville to the proliferation of classical music and the roots of jazz, the era’s
music scene was as diverse and dynamic as the country itself.

The Cultural Backdrop of Music in the Gilded Age

To truly appreciate music in the Gilded Age, it’s essential to understand the broader cultural and economic
environment. The period witnessed unprecedented wealth accumulation among industrialists and entrepreneurs,
often referred to as "robber barons," while many working-class Americans experienced harsh labor conditions.
This stark contrast influenced the themes and accessibility of music, which served as both entertainment and a
form of social commentary.

Urban centers like New York, Chicago, and Boston became hubs for musical innovation. Immigrant communities
brought their own rich traditions, blending with existing American styles to create unique sounds. The
expansion of railroads and improved printing technologies also meant sheet music and recordings could reach
wider audiences than ever before, democratizing music consumption.

Industrialization’s Impact on Music

The rise of factories and mechanization didn't just change how goods were made—it also altered how music
was produced and enjoyed. The invention of the player piano and the phonograph allowed music to enter middle-
class homes, making it a staple of everyday life. Music publishing companies flourished, turning sheet music into
a lucrative business and encouraging amateur musicianship in parlors across the country.

Popular Musical Genres and Forms During the Gilded Age

The Gilded Age was a melting pot of musical styles, each appealing to different segments of society. Let’s
explore some of the key genres that defined this period.

Minstrelsy and Vaudeville: The Roots of American Popular Entertainment

Minstrel shows, despite their deeply problematic and racist portrayals, were among the most popular forms of
entertainment during the late 19th century. White performers in blackface caricatured African American music
and culture, creating a complex legacy. However, these shows helped popularize certain musical forms and
instruments, such as the banjo, which has African origins.

Vaudeville emerged as a more diverse variety show format, featuring comedy, music, dance, and novelty acts.
Vaudeville stages became breeding grounds for talents who would later influence American musical theater
and popular music.



Classical Music and the Rise of American Composers

While popular music flourished, classical music also gained a foothold in American culture. The Gilded Age
saw the establishment of major orchestras, conservatories, and opera companies, especially in cosmopolitan
cities. Composers like Amy Beach—the first successful American female composer of large-scale art music—and
Edward MacDowell contributed to shaping a distinctly American classical tradition.

European-trained musicians immigrated to the U.S., bringing their expertise and enriching the musical scene. The
Boston Symphony Orchestra, founded in 1881, is a prime example of this cultural importation and adaptation.

Folk and Ethnic Music: Voices of Immigrant Communities

Immigration surged during the Gilded Age, bringing waves of Irish, Italian, German, Jewish, and Eastern European
populations. These groups carried their musical heritage with them, preserving traditions such as klezmer,
polka, and Italian folk songs. These genres infused local music scenes and gradually influenced mainstream
tastes.

Technological Advances and Their Influence on Gilded Age Music

Technology played a pivotal role in shaping how music was created, distributed, and consumed during the
Gilded Age.

The Phonograph and Recorded Music

Thomas Edison’s invention of the phonograph in 1877 revolutionized music consumption. For the first time,
people could listen to music without live performers present. This innovation paved the way for the recorded
music industry and changed the economics of music, allowing artists to reach audiences nationwide.

Sheet Music and Music Publishing

Before widespread recordings, sheet music was the primary means of music distribution. The Gilded Age saw the
rise of music publishing houses that churned out popular tunes, often linked to theater productions or minstrel
shows. Songs like “After the Ball” by Charles K. Harris became massive hits through sheet music sales,
sometimes reaching millions of copies sold.

Music and Social Movements in the Gilded Age

Music was not just entertainment; it was a vehicle for expressing social concerns and aspirations.

Labor Songs and Protest Music

As labor unrest grew during this time, music became a tool for workers to voice their struggles. Industrial
workers created and sang songs about strikes, unfair conditions, and solidarity. These early protest songs
laid the groundwork for later labor music traditions in the 20th century.



Spirituals and African American Musical Expression

African American spirituals and gospel music continued to evolve during the Gilded Age, reflecting both the pain
of the post-Reconstruction era and the hope for freedom and equality. These musical forms influenced emerging
genres like blues and jazz, which would come to define American music in the decades ahead.

The Birth of Tin Pan Alley and the Commercialization of Music

One cannot discuss music in the Gilded Age without highlighting the emergence of Tin Pan Alley, the music
publishing district in New York City. This area became the epicenter for songwriters and publishers who crafted
popular tunes designed to sell.

Songwriting and the Business of Hits

Tin Pan Alley songwriters perfected catchy melodies and sentimental lyrics aimed at middle-class audiences. The
commercialization of music meant songs were often crafted for mass appeal, sometimes at the expense of
artistic depth. However, this industry laid the foundation for the modern music business.

Influence on Later American Music

The catchy tunes and marketing strategies developed during the Gilded Age would influence the rise of jazz,
Broadway musicals, and the American popular song tradition. Many standards from this era remain recognizable
today, testifying to their lasting impact.

Tips for Exploring Music from the Gilded Age Today

If you’re interested in diving into the sounds of the Gilded Age, here are some tips to enhance your exploration:

Listen to Historical Recordings: Seek out early phonograph recordings or modern reissues to experience
authentic performances.

Explore Sheet Music Archives: Many libraries and online collections have digitized sheet music from the
era, offering insights into popular songs and their cultural context.

Attend Performances of Gilded Age Music: Some orchestras and theater companies present concerts or
revivals of music from this period, providing a live connection to the past.

Read Biographies of Key Musicians and Composers: Understanding the lives behind the music adds depth to
your listening experience.

Study the Social History: Pair your musical exploration with research into the era’s social and
economic conditions to appreciate the music’s significance fully.

Music in the Gilded Age was much more than background noise; it was a mirror reflecting a nation in flux, a
bridge between diverse cultures, and a foundation for the future of American music. From the grandeur of
classical compositions to the lively rhythms of vaudeville and the soulful strains of spirituals, the era’s
soundtrack reveals a rich and enduring legacy. Whether you’re a history buff, a music lover, or both, exploring



this period’s music offers a rewarding journey into the heart of America’s cultural evolution.

Frequently Asked Questions

What characterized music during the Gilded Age in America?

Music during the Gilded Age was marked by a blend of European classical traditions and the rise of popular
genres such as ragtime and early jazz, reflecting the era's social and economic changes.

Who were some prominent composers in the Gilded Age?

Notable composers included Scott Joplin, known as the 'King of Ragtime,' and Edward MacDowell, who
contributed to American classical music during the Gilded Age.

How did technological advancements impact music in the Gilded Age?

The invention of the phonograph and player piano allowed music to be recorded and played in homes, greatly
increasing accessibility and influencing the spread of popular music.

What role did Tin Pan Alley play in the music scene of the Gilded Age?

Tin Pan Alley emerged as a hub for music publishers and songwriters, producing popular sheet music that helped
disseminate new songs widely during the Gilded Age.

How did immigration influence music in the Gilded Age?

Immigrants brought diverse musical traditions, which blended with American styles, enriching genres such as
folk, classical, and early popular music during the Gilded Age.

What was the significance of minstrel shows in the Gilded Age music scene?

Minstrel shows were a popular form of entertainment that propagated racial stereotypes but also influenced
the development of American popular music and performance styles.

How did concert halls and opera houses reflect the culture of the Gilded
Age?

Luxurious concert halls and opera houses symbolized the wealth and cultural aspirations of the Gilded Age
elite, serving as venues for classical music and high society events.

In what ways did African American music contribute to the Gilded Age
musical landscape?

African American musicians and composers introduced ragtime and spirituals, laying the groundwork for jazz
and shaping the broader American musical identity during the Gilded Age.

Additional Resources
Music in the Gilded Age: A Cultural Exploration of an Era’s Sonic Landscape



music in the gilded age reflects a dynamic period in American history, one marked by rapid industrialization, vast
economic growth, and profound social transformation. The Gilded Age, roughly spanning from the 1870s to
the early 1900s, was not only a time of material excess and political upheaval but also a remarkable chapter
in the evolution of the nation’s musical identity. Exploring the musical trends, key figures, and societal
influences during this time reveals how music in the Gilded Age both mirrored and shaped the cultural zeitgeist of
late 19th-century America.

The Socioeconomic Backdrop and Its Influence on Music

The Gilded Age was characterized by stark contrasts: unprecedented wealth for industrial magnates and
widespread poverty for laborers and immigrants. This duality influenced the diversity of musical expressions
emerging in cities and rural areas alike. Urban centers such as New York, Chicago, and Boston became hubs where
different musical traditions converged, often reflecting the complex social fabric.

During this era, technological advancements, including the widespread availability of the piano and the
introduction of the phonograph, began transforming how Americans consumed music. The rising middle class
sought domestic entertainment, and sheet music sales soared, making parlor songs a staple in many households.

Parlor Music and Popular Songwriting

One of the dominant musical forms in the Gilded Age was parlor music, a genre designed for home performance,
typically on the piano or with vocal accompaniment. Composers like Stephen Foster, though active slightly
earlier, influenced a generation of songwriters who created sentimental ballads and minstrel tunes that
resonated with the public.

Songwriting became a lucrative industry, with Tin Pan Alley in New York emerging as a critical center for music
publishing. This district housed numerous publishers and songwriters who churned out catchy, accessible songs
appealing to the tastes of urban audiences. The proliferation of sheet music created a shared musical language
that transcended regional boundaries.

Diverse Musical Genres and Their Evolution

Music in the Gilded Age was not monolithic; it encompassed a variety of genres, each contributing uniquely to
the American soundscape.

Classical Music and the Rise of American Composers

While Europe remained the epicenter of classical music, the Gilded Age witnessed the gradual emergence of
American composers striving to establish a national voice. Figures like Edward MacDowell and Amy Beach
began to gain recognition, blending European Romantic traditions with American themes.

Symphony orchestras and opera companies flourished in major cities, supported by wealthy patrons who saw
the arts as a marker of cultural refinement. The establishment of institutions such as the Metropolitan Opera
in New York symbolized America’s growing appetite for high art and its desire to compete on the world stage.

Minstrelsy and Its Complex Legacy

Minstrel shows were among the most popular entertainment forms during the Gilded Age, featuring white



performers in blackface caricaturing African American music and culture. While deeply problematic by modern
standards due to their racist content, minstrelsy played a significant role in disseminating certain musical
styles, such as the use of syncopation and call-and-response patterns.

Interestingly, African American performers began to enter the minstrel circuit, gradually challenging and
reshaping the genre. This transition laid groundwork for future developments in jazz and blues, genres that
would come to define 20th-century American music.

Spirituals, Ragtime, and the Roots of Jazz

The Gilded Age also saw the proliferation of African American musical traditions. Spirituals, rooted in the
experiences of enslaved people, gained wider recognition as expressions of hope and resilience. These songs
influenced secular genres and contributed to the broader musical vocabulary.

Ragtime emerged as a distinctly American genre during this period, characterized by its syncopated rhythms and
lively piano playing. Scott Joplin, often hailed as the “King of Ragtime,” composed pieces that captured the
energy and optimism of a changing society. Ragtime’s popularity foreshadowed the jazz explosion of the early
20th century.

Music Venues and the Changing Landscape of Public Entertainment

The venues where music was performed and consumed evolved dramatically in the Gilded Age, reflecting shifting
cultural and economic dynamics.

Opera Houses and Concert Halls

In urban areas, grand opera houses and concert halls became symbols of civic pride. These spaces hosted
European operas, symphonies, and recitals, often attended by the elite. The architecture and acoustics of these
venues were carefully designed to enhance the musical experience, underscoring the era’s emphasis on cultural
sophistication.

Vaudeville and Popular Performance

Contrasting with the highbrow offerings of opera and symphony was vaudeville, a variety entertainment genre
that dominated popular culture. Vaudeville shows featured an array of acts, including musical performances,
comedy, and dance, appealing to a broad audience.

This democratization of entertainment allowed different social classes to enjoy music and facilitated the
cross-pollination of styles. Vaudeville theaters became incubators for new talent and genres, contributing to
the vibrant, evolving American musical landscape.

Technological Innovations and Their Impact on Music

The Gilded Age was a time of remarkable technological progress, and these advancements had profound effects
on music production and consumption.



The Phonograph and Recorded Music

Thomas Edison’s invention of the phonograph in 1877 revolutionized the way people experienced music. For the
first time, music could be recorded, reproduced, and distributed widely, breaking the constraints of live
performance.

This innovation facilitated the preservation and dissemination of diverse musical styles and allowed artists
to reach audiences beyond their immediate geographic locations. Though initially limited in sound quality and
accessibility, recorded music paved the way for the modern music industry.

Sheet Music and Music Publishing

The explosion of sheet music sales during the Gilded Age reflected both technological improvements in printing
and the growing demand for home entertainment. Publishers competed to produce appealing covers and catchy
tunes, turning music into a commercial enterprise.

The rise of Tin Pan Alley as a music publishing hub exemplified this trend, influencing popular tastes and shaping
the soundscape of the era.

Music Education and Institutional Development

The Gilded Age also witnessed significant growth in formal music education and institutional support, which
contributed to the professionalization of musicians and composers.

Conservatories and Music Schools

New conservatories and music schools were established in cities across the United States, providing rigorous
training in performance and theory. These institutions drew inspiration from European models but sought to
cultivate an American musical identity.

Students trained in these schools often became performers, educators, and composers who further enriched the
country’s musical culture.

Community and Religious Music

Beyond formal institutions, community-based and religious music played a vital role in daily life. Churches and
social clubs often hosted musical events, fostering local traditions and serving as important sites for
cultural transmission.

The blending of sacred and secular music traditions during this era contributed to the rich tapestry of
American music.

Challenges and Contradictions of Music in the Gilded Age

While music flourished in many respects during the Gilded Age, the era was also marked by significant
contradictions.



Racial Inequality: African American musicians faced systemic barriers to recognition and economic
opportunity, even as their musical contributions deeply influenced mainstream culture.

Commercialization vs. Artistry: The rise of mass-market music publishing and popular entertainment
sometimes led to tensions between commercial success and artistic integrity.

Access and Class Divides: High culture venues were often exclusive, limiting access to music for lower-
income populations despite the growth of more populist forms like vaudeville.

These complexities highlight how music in the Gilded Age was intertwined with broader social and economic
forces.

The musical heritage of the Gilded Age, with its blend of innovation, diversity, and cultural negotiation, laid
the groundwork for many developments in 20th-century American music. From the parlor songs cherished in
middle-class homes to the ragtime rhythms that energized urban nightlife, the era’s sonic landscape offers rich
insights into a transformative period of American history.

Music In The Gilded Age

  music in the gilded age: Music of the Gilded Age John Ogasapian, 2007 Explores the story
of American musical life during the Gilded Age which began in the 1870s, discussing orchestras and
concert music, grand opera, church music, amateurs and entrepreneurs, and critics, composers, and
conservatories.
  music in the gilded age: Music of the Gilded Age N. Lee Orr, 2007-05-30 America's Gilded
Age was a time of great musical evolution. As the country continued to develop a musical style apart
from Europe, its church and religious music and opera took on new forms. Music-as-entertainment
also evolved, with marching bands at public events and the new musicals in theaters. This volume
presents the composers, musicians, songwriters, instruments and musical forms that uniquely
identify the Gilded Age. Chapters include: Concerts and Symphony orchestras; Grand Opera;
Composers, Critics, and Conservatories; Amateurs and Music at Home; Sacred Music, Black and
White; Ragtime, Vaudeville, and the American Musical Stage; Music, Politics, and the Progressive
Movement; and Music Industries and Technology
  music in the gilded age: Classical Music In America Joseph Horowitz, 2005-03-15 Classical
Music in America is a pioneering history by an award-winning scholar and leading authority on
American symphonic culture. Joseph Horowitz argues that classical music in the United States is
peculiarly performance-driven, and he traces a musical trajectory rising to its peak at the close of
the nineteenth century and receding after World War I. He defines the decades of ascendancy as the
quest for an American compositional voice, painting vivid vignettes of America's most celebrated
performers and such pathbreaking institutions as the New York Philharmonic and the Metropolitan
Opera. He explores a century of decline characterized by illustrious orchestras, conductors, and
virtuosos, mostly foreign born, and in a final chapter he exposes a crisis of leadership and suggests
new musical directions in our postmodern age. As with his acclaimed cultural histories, Horowitz
here fashions a sweeping narrative--backed with personality and incident, textured by literature,
sociology, and intellectual history--that freshly illuminates the American experience. 32 pages of
illustrations.
  music in the gilded age: The Influence of Music on the Development of the Church of God
(Cleveland, Tennessee) Benson Vaughan, 2018-03-23 This book examines the influence of music on
the development of the Church of God (Cleveland, Tennessee). This narrative is historically driven,
but relies upon an interdisciplinary approach to draw on the insights of ecclesiology, theology,
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liturgiology, church development, and especially music. This study utilizes a chronological and
systematic approach to the relationship between music and the Church of God in the United States
during the first 125 years of the denomination’s history, from 1886 to 2011. For over a century,
music has been an often-neglected dialogue partner at the table of academic discussion and this
research argues for recognition and a proper place in Pentecostal history. Along with primary and
secondary sources, the important element of “living archives” is investigated in this work; these are
interviews with people who participated in historical music events in the Church of God. The book
also relies upon musical examples to explore the influence of music upon the shaping of the
denomination’s history and theology.
  music in the gilded age: Music of the 1990s Thomas Harrison, 2011-06-16 Red Hot Chili
Peppers, Goo Goo Dolls, Nirvana, Green Day, Mariah Carey, Notorious B.I.G., Billy Ray Cyrus,
Backstreet Boys... the list goes on. Meet all the 1990s' essential musical artists in one insightful
volume. During the 1990s, musical genres became more commercialized than ever—and that was
just one of the many changes that characterized the decade. Music of the 1990s offers a detailed and
wide-ranging view of the important music of the '90s, identifying the artists and the important
compositions—popular, classical, and jazz—that helped shape the period. The book focuses on key
artists in specific genres in popular music, including pop, hard rock/heavy metal, rock, and country.
Specialized genres are examined as well, in a chapter that discusses prominent artists and
composers in musical theater, jazz, popular Christian music, and classical music. Among other
topics, the book looks at the growth of urban-based rap and other popular music in the context of the
rise of music television. Hard rock and heavy metal are also examined within the music video idiom.
New trends in mainstream rock and country music are explored as well.
  music in the gilded age: Music of the 1980s Thomas Harrison, 2011-06-16 Beyond coverage of
mainstream 80s music, such as hair band hard rock, pop, new wave, and rap, this compilation of
essential musical artists also covers genres like classical, jazz, outlaw country, and music theater.
Popular music in the United States during the 1980s is well known for imports from abroad, such as
A-ha, Def Leppard, Falco, and Men at Work, as well as homegrown American rock acts such as Guns
'N Roses, Huey Lewis and the News, Bon Jovi, and Poison. But there were many other types of
genres of music that never received airplay on the radio or MTV that also experienced significant
evolutions or growth in that decade. Music of the 1980s examines the key artists in specific genres
of popular music: pop, hard rock/heavy metal, rock, and country. No other reference book for
students has previously explored the surprisingly diverse categories of hard rock and heavy metal
music with such detail and depth. Additionally, a chapter focuses on the prominent artists and
composers of less-mainstream genres for specialized audiences, including music theater, jazz, and
classical music.
  music in the gilded age: Music of the First World War Don Tyler, 2016-03-21 This book
discusses WWI-era music in a historical context, explaining music's importance at home and abroad
during WWI as well as examining what music was being sung, played, and danced to during the
years prior to America's involvement in the Great War. Why was music so important to soldiers
abroad during World War I? What role did music—ranging from classical to theater music, rags, and
early jazz—play on the American homefront? Music of the First World War explores the tremendous
importance of music during the years of the Great War—when communication technologies were
extremely limited and music often took the place of connecting directly with loved ones or
reminiscing via recorded images. The book's chapters cover music's contribution to the war effort;
the variety of war-related songs, popular hits, and top recording artists of the war years; the music
of Broadway shows and other theater productions; and important composers and lyricists. The
author also explores the development of the fledgling recording industry at this time.
  music in the gilded age: Rethinking American Music Tara Browner, Thomas Riis,
2019-03-16 In Rethinking American Music, Tara Browner and Thomas L. Riis curate essays that offer
an eclectic survey of current music scholarship. Ranging from Tin Pan Alley to Thelonious Monk to
hip hop, the contributors go beyond repertory and biography to explore four critical yet overlooked



areas: the impact of performance; patronage's role in creating music and finding a place to play it;
personal identity; and the ways cultural and ethnographic circumstances determine the music that
emerges from the creative process. Many of the articles also look at how a piece of music becomes
initially popular and then exerts a lasting influence in the larger global culture. The result is an
insightful state-of-the-field examination that doubles as an engaging short course on our complex,
multifaceted musical heritage. Contributors: Karen Ahlquist, Amy C. Beal, Mark Clagu,. Esther R.
Crookshank, Todd Decker, Jennifer DeLapp-Birkett, Joshua S. Duchan, Mark Katz, Jeffrey Magee,
Sterling E. Murray, Guthrie P. Ramsey Jr., David Warren Steel, Jeffrey Taylor, and Mark Tucker
  music in the gilded age: Dvorak's Prophecy: And the Vexed Fate of Black Classical Music
Joseph Horowitz, 2021-11-23 A Kirkus Reviews Best Nonfiction Book of 2021 A provocative
interpretation of why classical music in America stayed white—how it got to be that way and what
can be done about it. In 1893 the composer Antonín Dvorák prophesied a “great and noble school” of
American classical music based on the “negro melodies” he had excitedly discovered since arriving
in the United States a year before. But while Black music would foster popular genres known the
world over, it never gained a foothold in the concert hall. Black composers found few opportunities
to have their works performed, and white composers mainly rejected Dvorák’s lead. Joseph Horowitz
ranges throughout American cultural history, from Frederick Douglass and Huckleberry Finn to
George Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess and the work of Ralph Ellison, searching for explanations.
Challenging the standard narrative for American classical music fashioned by Aaron Copland and
Leonard Bernstein, he looks back to literary figures—Emerson, Melville, and Twain—to ponder how
American music can connect with a “usable past.” The result is a new paradigm that makes room for
Black composers, including Harry Burleigh, Nathaniel Dett, William Levi Dawson, and Florence
Price, while giving increased prominence to Charles Ives and George Gershwin. Dvorák’s Prophecy
arrives in the midst of an important conversation about race in America—a conversation that is
taking place in music schools and concert halls as well as capitols and boardrooms. As George
Shirley writes in his foreword to the book, “We have been left unprepared for the current cultural
moment. [Joseph Horowitz] explains how we got there [and] proposes a bigger world of American
classical music than what we have known before. It is more diverse and more equitable. And it is
more truthful.”
  music in the gilded age: Oxford History of Western Music Richard Taruskin, 2009-07-27
The universally acclaimed and award-winning Oxford History of Western Music by one of the most
prominent and provocative musicologists of our time, Richard Taruskin. Now in paperback, the set
has been reconstructed to be available for the first time as individual books, each one taking on a
critical time period in the history of western music.
  music in the gilded age: Music in Other Words Ruth A. Solie, 2004-02-19 Publisher
Description
  music in the gilded age: Recorded Music in American Life William Howland Kenney, 1999
Now comes an in-depth cultural history of the phonograph in the United States from 1890 to 1945.
William Howland Kenney offers a full account of what he calls the 78 r.p.m. era--The formative early
decades in which the giants of the record industry reigned supreme in the absence of radio, to the
postwar proliferation of independent labels, disk jockeys, and changes in popular taste and opinion.
  music in the gilded age: American Victorian Choral Music Dudley Buck, 2005-01-01 This
MUSA volume makes an important contribution to American music studies by presenting a scholarly
edition of selected choral works by Dudley Buck (18391909). Buck was arguably the finest composer
of choral music among the group of musicians who had come of age by the end of the Civil War. The
works chosen for this volume, some of which became icons of American Victorian culture, represent
the three most popular choral genres during the Guilded Age: the anthem, the sacred and secular
cantata, and the partsong. All of the works included here found immediate publication and stayed in
print well into the twentieth century. Buck's works became the standards, not only by their intrinsic
merit, but owing to their widespread performance throughout the country. His services, canticles,
anthems, and hymnsmusically engaging, well-crafted, and often genuinely movingwere considerably



more professional than the homegrown music in use when he began his work. Included here are
three works, a hymn anthem (Rock of Ages), a liturgical text (Festival Te Deum No. 7 in E-flat), and a
late, through-composed work (Grant to Us Thy Grace). Buck's sacred and secular cantatas along
with his partsongs also enjoyed widespread success among the growing number of church choirs
and community choral groups. The two partsongs come from his earliest and latest periods. In
Absence represents the early Victorian partsong, and the second, The Signal Resounds from Afar is
both Buck's longest partsong and the one showing the greatest contrapuntal complexity. Both The
Centennial Meditation of Columbia, written for the 1876 Centennial Exhibition, and the Forty-Sixth
Psalm, from 1872, are in full score and typify some of the finest cantata writing in Victorian America.
  music in the gilded age: Music in the Early Twentieth Century Richard Taruskin, 2006-08-14
Music in the Early Twentieth Century , the fourth volume in Richard Taruskin's history, looks at the
first half of the twentieth century, from the beginnings of Modernism in the last decade of the
nineteenth century right up to the end of World War II. Taruskin discusses modernism in Germany
and France as reflected in the work of Mahler, Strauss, Satie, and Debussy, the modern ballets of
Stravinsky, the use of twelve-tone technique in the years following World War I, the music of Charles
Ives, the influence of peasant songs on Bela Bartok, Stravinsky's neo-classical phase and the real
beginnings of 20th-century music, the vision of America as seen in the works of such composers as
W.C. Handy, George Gershwin, and Virgil Thomson, and the impact of totalitarianism on the works
of a range of musicians from Toscanini to Shostakovich
  music in the gilded age: The Temple of Music Jonathan Lowy, 2005 America is starkly
divided between the haves and the have-nots. A Republican president seeks reelection in the
afterglow of a war many view as unnecessary and imperialisttic. He is bankrolled by millionaires,
with every step of his career orchestrated by a political mastermind. Religious extremists crusade
against the nation's moral collapse. Terrorists plot the assassination of leaders around the world.
And a lonely, disturbed revolutionary stalks the President. . . . It all happened. One hundred years
ago. It all comes to life in The Temple of Music. A vivid, gripping historical novel of the Gilded Age,
The Temple of Music re-creates the larger-than-life characters and tempestuous events that rocked
turn-of-the-century America. From battlefields to political backrooms, from romance to murder, The
Temple of Music tells the tales of robber barons, immigrants, yellow journalists, and anarchists, all
centering on one of the most fascinating, mysterious, but little-explored events in American history:
the assassination of President William McKinley by the disturbed anarchist Leon Czolgosz. The
Temple of Music brings to life the intrigues and passions, the hatreds and loves of a rich cast of
real-life characters, including Emma Goldman, the passionate anarchist who forsakes her personal
life to fight for workers' rights and free love; her imprisoned lover, the failed assassin Alexander
Berkman; corrupt kingmaker Dollar Mark Hanna, whose fund-raising and strategizing foreshadowed
how modern presidential campaigns would be run; William Jennings Bryan, the populist orator and
chief political rival of McKinley; flamboyant newspaper mogul William Randolph Hearst;
self-appointedmorality czar Anthony Comstock; steel magnate and philanthropist Andrew Carnegie;
and Carnegie's iron-fisted manager, Henry Clay Frick. At the center of this tableau is William
McKinley, the president, and Leon Czolgosz, his assassin. McKinley rises to the presidency almost by
accident, floating on the money and political clout of Mark Hanna. Sober and unimaginative,
McKinley's personal life is marked by drama and tragedy, the unstable wife he loves, and enemies he
cannot imagine--chief among them, Leon Czolgosz, a lonely immigrant and factory worker who plots
the most spectacular protest in an age of spectacular protests--McKinley's assassination at the 1901
Buffalo World's Fair. Sweeping in scope, The Temple of Music is a rare literary achievement that
intertwines history and fiction into an indelible tapestry of America at the dawn of the twentieth
century. Praise for Jonathan Lowy's Elvis and Nixon Imaginative and often hilarious . . . Pop culture
and recent history are hog-tied and transmogrified to smashing effect in Lowy's imaginative and
often hilarious first novel. He moves among several storylines effortlessly, concocting a darkly comic
melodrama the likes of which we haven't seen since The Manchurian Candidate.--Kirkus Reviews
(starred review) [A] high-flying first novel . . . darkly funny.--New York Times Book Review A snappy



blend of fact and fiction.--Time Inventive, irreverent, and surreal.--Houston Chronicle [A] darkly
humorous look at America under siege . . . A notable debut.--Dallas Morning News A dizzying blend
of fact and fiction . . . A daring debut.--Arizona Republic There are a few words that fullydescribe
Lowy's Elvis and Nixon--bizarre, confusing, and enlightening, but also hard to put down.--Richmond
Times-Dispatch A garishly readable romp.--Kansas City Star Entertaining . . . enigmatic.--Los
Angeles Times A thoughtful and funny look at a nation that was becoming frayed at the edges and
two men who were emblematic of that disarray.--Denver Post From the Hardcover edition.
  music in the gilded age: Popular Music and Public Diplomacy Mario Dunkel, Sina A. Nitzsche,
2019-03-20 In the early years of the Cold War, Western nations increasingly adopted strategies of
public diplomacy involving popular music. While the diplomatic use of popular music was initially
limited to such genres as jazz, the second half of the 20th century saw a growing presence of various
popular genres in diplomatic contexts, including rock, pop, bluegrass, flamenco, funk, disco, and
hip-hop, among others. This volume illuminates the interrelation of popular music and public
diplomacy from a transnational and transdisciplinary angle. The contributions argue that, as popular
music has been a crucial factor in international relations, its diplomatic use has substantially
impacted the global musical landscape of the 20th and 21st centuries.
  music in the gilded age: Music in Boston Bill F. Faucett, 2016-04-29 Music in Boston:
Composers, Events, and Ideas, 1852–1918 is a history of the city’s classical-music culture in the
period that begins a decade before the American Civil War and extends to the close of the Great
War. The book provides insights into the intellectual foundation of Boston's musical development as
revealed in the writings of its significant critics and thinkers, including John Sullivan Dwight, John
Knowles Paine, William Foster Apthorp, and others. It also examines the influence of
outsiders—Patrick Gilmore, Theodore Thomas, Richard Wagner, New York’s Metropolitan Opera,
and Richard Strauss—on Boston’s performance and composition scene while also considering events
that affected music in Boston, such as the building of the Music Hall, the acquisition of its Great
Organ, the National Peace Jubilee, Chicago’s Columbian Exposition, Boston’s first Wagner Festival,
and the rise and fall of the Boston Opera Company. Music in Boston also accounts for the ascent of
the Second New England School of composers—John Knowles Paine, Edward MacDowell, George
Whitefield Chadwick, Amy Beach and others—and discusses their key compositions and legacy.
Finally, the book explores Boston itself: its transformations via immigration, its ever-changing
topography, and its economy.
  music in the gilded age: Continuum Encyclopedia of Popular Music of the World,
Volume 1 John Shepherd, David Horn, Dave Laing, Paul Oliver, Peter Wicke, 2003-03-06 The
Bloomsbury Encyclopedia of Popular Music Volume 1 provides an overview of media, industry, and
technology and its relationship to popular music. In 500 entries by 130 contributors from around the
world, the volume explores the topic in two parts: Part I: Social and Cultural Dimensions, covers the
social phenomena of relevance to the practice of popular music and Part II: The Industry, covers all
aspects of the popular music industry, such as copyright, instrumental manufacture, management
and marketing, record corporations, studios, companies, and labels. Entries include bibliographies,
discographies and filmographies, and an extensive index is provided. This and all other volumes of
the Encyclopedia are now available through an online version of the Encyclopedia:
https://www.bloomsburypopularmusic.com/encyclopedia-work?docid=BPM_reference_EPMOW. A
general search function for the whole Encyclopedia is also available on this site. A subscription is
required to access individual entries. Please see:
https://www.bloomsburypopularmusic.com/for-librarians.
  music in the gilded age: Music in the Late Twentieth Century Richard Taruskin,
2006-08-14 The universally acclaimed and award-winning Oxford History of Western Music is the
eminent musicologist Richard Taruskin's provocative, erudite telling of the story of Western music
from its earliest days to the present. Each book in this superlative five-volume set
illuminates-through a representative sampling of masterworks-the themes, styles, and currents that
give shape and direction to a significant period in the history of Western music. Music in the Late



Twentieth Century is the final installment of the set, covering the years from the end of World War II
to the present. In these pages, Taruskin illuminates the great compositions of recent times, offering
insightful analyses of works by Aaron Copland, John Cage, Milton Babbitt, Benjamin Britten, Steve
Reich, and Philip Glass, among many others. He also looks at the impact of electronic music and
computers, the rise of pop music and rock 'n' roll, the advent of postmodernism, and the
contemporary music of Laurie Anderson, John Zorn, and John Adams. Laced with brilliant
observations, memorable musical analysis, and a panoramic sense of the interactions between
history, culture, politics, art, literature, religion, and music, this book will be essential reading for
anyone who wishes to understand this rich and diverse period.
  music in the gilded age: Dudley Buck N. Lee Orr, 2008 A popular Victorian composer of
organ and choral music
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