
masjid al aqsa history
Masjid Al Aqsa History: A Journey Through Time and Faith

masjid al aqsa history is a fascinating tale that weaves together religion,
culture, and centuries of human devotion. Often regarded as the third holiest
site in Islam after Masjid al-Haram in Mecca and Masjid an-Nabawi in Medina,
Masjid Al Aqsa holds a profound spiritual and historical significance.
Nestled in the Old City of Jerusalem, this sacred mosque has stood witness to
countless epochs, each leaving its mark on the structure and the stories
surrounding it.

Understanding the rich tapestry of Masjid Al Aqsa’s past not only deepens
appreciation for its religious importance but also sheds light on the complex
historical narratives of the Middle East. Let’s embark on a journey through
the layers of time to explore the origins, architectural evolution, and
enduring legacy of this iconic mosque.

The Origins of Masjid Al Aqsa

The history of Masjid Al Aqsa stretches back to the early days of Islam. The
mosque’s name itself, "Al Aqsa," translates to “the farthest mosque,” a
reference to the Quranic account of the Isra and Mi’raj, the miraculous night
journey of the Prophet Muhammad.

The Isra and Mi’raj: The Spiritual Foundation

According to Islamic tradition, in a single night, the Prophet Muhammad was
transported from the Sacred Mosque in Mecca to the Al Aqsa Mosque. From
there, he ascended through the heavens, meeting earlier prophets and
receiving instructions from Allah. This event, described in Surah Al-Isra in
the Quran, is central to the mosque’s sanctity. It established Masjid Al Aqsa
as a pivotal spiritual site for Muslims worldwide, symbolizing a direct
connection between the earthly and the divine.

Early Islamic Construction and Development

While the exact date of the first construction of the mosque is debated among
historians, it is widely believed that the initial structure was established
soon after the Muslim conquest of Jerusalem in 637 CE under Caliph Umar ibn
al-Khattab. The mosque began as a modest prayer house on the Temple Mount, an
area already revered in Judaism and Christianity.

Subsequent Umayyad rulers, particularly Caliph Abd al-Malik and his son Al-



Walid I in the late 7th and early 8th centuries, played significant roles in
rebuilding and expanding the mosque. These enhancements transformed Masjid Al
Aqsa into a grand architectural marvel, symbolizing the Islamic presence in
Jerusalem.

Architectural Evolution of Masjid Al Aqsa

Masjid Al Aqsa’s structure weaves together various architectural styles,
reflecting diverse historical influences and the mosque’s resilience through
numerous reconstructions.

Umayyad Foundations

The Umayyad dynasty’s contributions are foundational. They introduced key
architectural elements such as the large prayer hall, the iconic silver-
colored dome (which has undergone changes over time), and intricate mosaics
adorning the interior walls. These mosaics depict unique Islamic artistry,
blending vegetal and geometric patterns without human or animal
representations, in line with Islamic art traditions.

Challenges and Restorations Over the Centuries

The mosque has faced several natural disasters and conflicts that
necessitated restoration:

Earthquakes: The region’s seismic activity caused significant damage,
notably in 746 CE and again in 1033 CE. Each time, Muslim rulers and
local communities undertook extensive rebuilding efforts.

Crusader Control: During the Crusades (1099–1187 CE), the mosque was
converted into a Christian church. After Saladin recaptured Jerusalem,
it was restored as an Islamic place of worship.

Ottoman Era Renovations: The Ottomans, especially under Suleiman the
Magnificent in the 16th century, carried out major restorations,
reinforcing the mosque’s walls and updating its artistic features.

Modern-Day Structure and Significance

Today, Masjid Al Aqsa encompasses a sprawling complex, including the main



prayer hall, known as the Qibli Mosque, and the adjacent Dome of the Rock.
While the Dome of the Rock is often mistaken for Al Aqsa, it is a separate
shrine within the same compound, notable for its golden dome and significance
in Islamic tradition.

The mosque continues to serve as a vibrant center for worship, education, and
cultural gatherings, maintaining its status as a symbol of faith and identity
for millions.

The Role of Masjid Al Aqsa in Religious and
Political History

Masjid Al Aqsa’s history is deeply intertwined with the broader religious and
political dynamics of Jerusalem and the Middle East.

Interfaith Significance

Jerusalem is a city sacred to Judaism, Christianity, and Islam alike. The
Temple Mount, where Masjid Al Aqsa is located, is believed by Jews to be the
site of the First and Second Temples. For Christians, the city holds immense
biblical importance, and for Muslims, it is the location of Al Aqsa Mosque
and the Dome of the Rock.

This overlapping sacredness has made the mosque and its surrounding area a
focal point for interfaith interactions, sometimes peaceful and at other
times marked by tension.

Political and Cultural Symbolism

Over the centuries, control over Masjid Al Aqsa has symbolized broader
political authority in Jerusalem. The mosque has been central in various
conflicts, including the Crusades, the Ottoman Empire’s administration, the
British Mandate period, and the modern Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

For Palestinians and Muslims globally, Masjid Al Aqsa represents not only
religious devotion but also cultural heritage and national identity. Efforts
to preserve and protect the mosque continue amid ongoing disputes over
Jerusalem’s status.

Visiting Masjid Al Aqsa: Insights and Tips

For those interested in exploring Masjid Al Aqsa and its historic



surroundings, understanding its significance enhances the experience.

Respect the Religious Customs: As a holy site, visitors should dress
modestly and follow local guidelines for behavior within the mosque.

Timing Your Visit: The mosque is open to worshippers and tourists during
specific hours. Checking current access rules is important, as political
situations can affect entry.

Guided Tours: Engaging a knowledgeable guide can provide rich historical
context and explain the architectural features and religious stories
linked to the mosque.

Explore the Compound: Don’t miss the Dome of the Rock and other historic
landmarks in the Al Haram Al Sharif (Noble Sanctuary) complex.

Preserving Masjid Al Aqsa for Future
Generations

The preservation of Masjid Al Aqsa is a collective responsibility that
involves religious authorities, local communities, and international
organizations. Conservation efforts focus on maintaining the mosque’s
structural integrity, restoring artwork, and ensuring that this sacred site
continues to inspire and unite people across faiths.

The mosque’s history is a testament to resilience—standing tall through
centuries of change, conflict, and devotion. By appreciating Masjid Al Aqsa’s
past, we gain a deeper understanding of its enduring significance in the
spiritual and cultural landscape of the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical significance of Masjid Al
Aqsa?
Masjid Al Aqsa is one of the holiest sites in Islam, located in Jerusalem. It
is historically significant as the third holiest mosque after Masjid al-Haram
in Mecca and Masjid an-Nabawi in Medina. It has been a center of Islamic
worship and scholarship for centuries and is associated with Prophet
Muhammad's Night Journey (Isra and Mi'raj).



When was Masjid Al Aqsa originally built?
The original structure of Masjid Al Aqsa was established in the early Islamic
period, around 705 CE, during the Umayyad Caliphate under Caliph Abd al-Malik
and his son Al-Walid I. It was built on the Temple Mount, a site sacred to
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.

What events have led to the destruction and
reconstruction of Masjid Al Aqsa?
Masjid Al Aqsa has undergone several destructions and reconstructions due to
earthquakes, fires, and conflicts. Significant damage occurred in 746 CE due
to an earthquake, and it was rebuilt by the Abbasids. It also suffered damage
during the Crusades and was later restored by Muslim rulers such as Salah ad-
Din (Saladin).

Why is Masjid Al Aqsa important in Islamic
tradition?
Masjid Al Aqsa is important in Islamic tradition because it is believed to be
the place where Prophet Muhammad was transported during the Isra and Mi'raj,
a miraculous night journey described in the Quran. It symbolizes the
spiritual connection of Muslims to Jerusalem and serves as a focal point of
faith and prayer.

How has Masjid Al Aqsa been a focal point in modern
political conflicts?
Masjid Al Aqsa has been at the center of political and religious tensions in
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Control and access to the mosque compound,
known as Haram al-Sharif to Muslims and Temple Mount to Jews, remain highly
sensitive issues. The site is a symbol of Palestinian identity and
sovereignty, and clashes over it often trigger wider unrest.

Additional Resources
Masjid Al Aqsa History: A Deep Dive into One of Islam’s Holiest Sites

masjid al aqsa history traces back over a millennium, encompassing religious,
political, and cultural dimensions that continue to resonate globally.
Situated in the Old City of Jerusalem, this revered mosque is not only a
spiritual beacon for Muslims but also a symbol of a complex historical
narrative intertwined with Judaism and Christianity. Understanding the
mosque’s origins, architectural evolution, and its role in regional dynamics
provides a comprehensive insight into why Masjid Al Aqsa holds such profound
significance.



Historical Origins of Masjid Al Aqsa

The roots of Masjid Al Aqsa intertwine with Islamic tradition and the early
history of Islam. According to Islamic belief, the site marks the location of
the Prophet Muhammad’s Night Journey (Isra and Mi’raj), where he was
transported from Mecca to the “Farthest Mosque” before ascending to heaven.
The term “Al Aqsa” literally means “the farthest,” underscoring the mosque’s
spiritual prominence.

Historically, the earliest constructions on the Haram al-Sharif (the Noble
Sanctuary) date back to the 7th century CE after the Muslim conquest of
Jerusalem in 637 CE. Caliph Umar ibn al-Khattab’s peaceful entry into the
city established Muslim custodianship, and the initial prayer spaces likely
consisted of modest structures. The Umayyad Caliph Abd al-Malik and his son
Al-Walid I are credited with major architectural undertakings, including the
expansion and formalization of Masjid Al Aqsa’s structure during the late 7th
and early 8th centuries.

Architectural Evolution and Features

Masjid Al Aqsa’s architectural journey reflects successive periods of
renovation, destruction, and reconstruction. The original Umayyad structure
was a rectangular building oriented towards Mecca, with a large prayer hall
supported by numerous columns. Over the centuries, the mosque suffered
damages from earthquakes and conflicts, necessitating various restoration
efforts.

In the 11th century, the Crusaders captured Jerusalem and converted the
mosque into a palace and church, altering its purpose and structure.
Following Saladin’s recapture in 1187, the mosque was restored to Islamic
worship and underwent significant refurbishments.

The mosque’s current architectural features include:

A large prayer hall approximately 88 by 65 meters in dimension

Distinctive silver-colored dome, differentiating it from the Dome of the
Rock’s golden dome

Elaborate mihrab (prayer niche) and minbar (pulpit) crafted with
intricate woodwork and mosaics

Extensive use of marble and mosaics reflecting Umayyad artistic
influence



The surrounding compound, known as Haram al-Sharif, also encompasses the Dome
of the Rock and several other religious structures, forming a complex of
immense religious and cultural significance.

Religious Significance and Interfaith
Perspectives

Masjid Al Aqsa is the third holiest site in Islam, following Masjid al-Haram
in Mecca and Masjid an-Nabawi in Medina. Its sanctity is rooted in scriptural
references and prophetic traditions, making it a focal point of Muslim
devotion worldwide.

Islamic Importance

The mosque’s association with the Prophet Muhammad’s Night Journey elevates
its spiritual status. Muslims around the world regard Masjid Al Aqsa as a
place of prayer deserving deep reverence. Historically, it was the first
qibla (direction of prayer) before the shift to Mecca, marking its
foundational role in Islamic ritual practice.

Jewish and Christian Connections

The site is also recognized in Judaism as the location of the First and
Second Temples, making it central to Jewish religious heritage. The Western
Wall, a remnant of the Second Temple, lies adjacent to the mosque compound,
reinforcing the site’s layered religious significance.

Christianity acknowledges Jerusalem as a sacred city, with nearby locations
holding importance in the life of Jesus Christ. While Masjid Al Aqsa itself
is primarily an Islamic site, its position within Jerusalem’s Old City
situates it amidst a rich tapestry of faith traditions.

Political Dimensions and Contemporary
Challenges

Masjid Al Aqsa’s history is inseparable from the region’s political
landscape. Control over the mosque and its compound has been a focal point in
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and broader Middle Eastern tensions.



Custodianship and Governance

Currently, the Islamic Waqf, under Jordanian custodianship, administers
Masjid Al Aqsa, managing religious activities and maintenance. Israel
controls security and access policies, leading to a complex and often
contentious governance arrangement.

Conflicts and Controversies

Over the decades, Masjid Al Aqsa has witnessed numerous clashes, protests,
and incidents stemming from disputes over access, religious rights, and
sovereignty. These tensions highlight the mosque’s symbolic power as a site
of identity and resistance.

Restrictions on Muslim worshippers during certain periods have sparked
widespread protests.

Archaeological excavations beneath the compound have raised concerns
about potential damage to the mosque’s foundations.

Political factions have sometimes used the site to mobilize support or
assert claims, exacerbating regional instability.

Despite these challenges, Masjid Al Aqsa remains a vital center for worship
and pilgrimage, drawing believers from around the world.

Preservation Efforts and Cultural Heritage

Preserving Masjid Al Aqsa’s physical structure and spiritual legacy poses
ongoing challenges. Natural wear, urban development, and political conflicts
threaten the site’s integrity.

Efforts by international organizations, religious authorities, and local
communities focus on:

Architectural restoration using traditional materials and techniques to
maintain historical authenticity.

Promoting awareness of the mosque’s cultural and religious importance to
foster respect and cooperation.

Implementing modern technologies to monitor structural health and



prevent damage from environmental factors.

Balancing preservation with access and security remains a delicate task,
underscoring the mosque’s unique position at the crossroads of faith and
geopolitics.

Masjid Al Aqsa’s history is a testament to its enduring role as a symbol of
faith, resilience, and contested heritage. Its layers of religious
significance, architectural splendor, and political complexity continue to
shape narratives in Jerusalem and beyond, making it a subject of profound
interest for historians, theologians, and policymakers alike.

Masjid Al Aqsa History

  masjid al aqsa history: Masjid al-Aqsa Under Fire & Trial Asfia Bint Abdullah, 2025-01-22
What if one of Islam's holiest sites became the center of one of the world’s longest-standing
struggles? Under the shadow of conflict, Masjid al-Aqsa stands resilient—a witness to history and
hope. Masjid al-Aqsa, the third holiest site in Islam, holds immense spiritual and historical
significance for Muslims worldwide. Yet, it lies at the heart of a conflict that threatens its sanctity. If
you've ever felt the weight of injustice or wished to understand the struggles of Palestine, this book
is your journey to a sacred sanctuary under siege. Written by Asfia Bint Abdullah, deeply connected
to the Palestinian cause, this book explores Masjid al-Aqsa’s story through rich research and
heartfelt narrative, inspiring readers to connect with its legacy. What You’ll Discover: The Prophets’
connection to Masjid al-Aqsa and its spiritual significance. Sacred stories, breathtaking architecture,
and its enduring beauty. Practical ways to support and preserve this cherished sanctuary. Can
Masjid al-Aqsa remain a symbol of faith and resilience, or will conflict overshadow its legacy? Your
understanding can make a difference. Dive into this powerful narrative and grab your copy today!
  masjid al aqsa history: The History and Architecture of Al-Masjid Al-Haram Omer Spahic, 2018
  masjid al aqsa history: The History of Jerusalem Vincent Lemire, 2025-05-20 The 4,000-year
history of the city of Jerusalem unfolds in an exceptional graphic narrative that touches on the birth
of Islam, Christianity, and Judaism, as well as famous conquerors and mighty empires, and more.
This engaging and even-handed 256-page graphic novel, written by renowned historian Vincent
Lemire and illustrated by cartoonist and animator Christophe Gaultier, is an excellent choice for the
classroom and for anyone who wants to explore the fascinating story of Jerusalem. The story of
Jerusalem is in many ways the story of the development of Western civilization—religions were born
on its streets, famous conquerors laid siege to it, and great empires clashed over it. Four thousand
years ago, Jerusalem was a small, isolated village perched on a ridge line between the
Mediterranean and the desert. Today it is a bustling metropolis with almost one million inhabitants,
attracting visitors from all over the world. Considered the cradle of Judaism, Christianity, and
Islam—the three major monotheistic religions—and a spiritual capital for more than half of
humanity, Jerusalem's history gives us a unique perspective into the histories of these different
religious identities. Readers will meet Abraham, King Herod, Empress Helena (the mother of
Constantine I), Queen Melisende of Jerusalem, Saladin, Sulayman ibn Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan,
General Edmund Allenby, Palestinian nationalist Abd al-Qadir al-Husayni, former Mayor Teddy
Kollek, and many other famous people who have helped build the story of Jerusalem. But it takes
many hands to make a city, and the history of the city is the history of the residents who lead lives
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both great and small within its walls. As Lemire and Gaultier guide us through the lives of
Jerusalem’s most famous residents, so too do they introduce us to the people, priests, craftsmen,
architects, and residents who have built the history of Jerusalem over the last five millennia.
  masjid al aqsa history: Islam in the Light of History and Revelations Siddiq Abdullah,
2020-04-23 While most countries today adopt secularism, Islamic nations are still actively embracing
religion. As nations forge ahead in the fields of science and technological innovation, some Islamic
societies appear frozen in time. Will Muslims join the ranks of those preparing for the challenges of
the 21st century or slip back into an age where they close the doors to reason, insist on archaic laws,
and are intolerant of dissent? Muslims today seem to be in a dilemma. Historians are questioning the
integrity of their history. Islamic scholars are concerned about contradictions within the Hadith
Literature, the backbone of Islam, and pressing for a complete review. Then there are the Quranists
who are urging Muslims to revert to the fundamentals of the Quran. In this book, the author
describes his quest to find the answers about God and discovers the Quran. He examines the
evolution of the religion of Islam, its history, beliefs, the causes of Islam’s Golden Age, and what the
future holds for Muslims.
  masjid al aqsa history: A History of Islamic Societies Ira M. Lapidus, 2014-10-13 This new
edition of one of the most widely used course books on Islamic civilizations around the world has
been substantially revised to incorporate the new scholarship and insights of the last twenty-five
years. Ira Lapidus' history explores the beginnings and transformations of Islamic civilizations in the
Middle East and details Islam's worldwide diffusion. The history is divided into four parts. Part I is a
comprehensive account of pre-Islamic late antiquity; the beginnings of Islam; the early Islamic
empires; and Islamic religious, artistic, legal and intellectual cultures. Part II deals with the
construction in the Middle East of Islamic religious communities and states to the fifteenth century.
Part III includes the history to the nineteenth century of Islamic North Africa and Spain; the
Ottoman, Safavid and Mughal empires; and other Islamic societies in Asia and Africa. Part IV
accounts for the impact of European commercial and imperial domination on Islamic societies and
traces the development of the modern national state system and the simultaneous Islamic revival
from the early nineteenth century to the present.
  masjid al aqsa history: Invented History, Fabricated Power Barry Wood, 2020-11-16
Invented History, Fabricated Power begins with an examination of prehistoric beliefs (in spirits,
souls, mana, orenda) that provided personal explanation and power through ritual and shamanism
among tribal peoples. On this foundation, spiritual power evolved into various kinds of divine
sanction for kings and emperors (Sumerian, Egyptian, Greek, Roman, Indian, Chinese and Japanese).
As kingships expanded into empires, fictional histories and millennia-long genealogies developed
that portrayed imperial superiority and greatness. Supernatural events and miracles were attached
to religious founders (Hebrew, Hindu, Buddhist, Christian, Islamic). A unique variation developed in
the Roman Church which fabricated papal power through forgeries in the first millennium CE and
the later “doctrine of discovery” which authorized European domination and conquest around the
world during the Age of Exploration. Elaborate fabrications continued with epic histories and
literary cycles from the Persians, Ethiopians, Franks, British, Portuguese, and Iroquois Indians. Both
Marxists and Nazis created doctrinal texts which passed for economic or political explanations but
were in fact self-aggrandizing narratives that eventually collapsed. The book ends with the idealistic
goals of the current liberal democratic way of life, pointing to its limitations as a sustaining
narrative, along with numerous problems threatening its viability over the long term.
  masjid al aqsa history: A History of Jewish-Muslim Relations Abdelwahab Meddeb, Benjamin
Stora, 2013-11-27 The first encylopedic guide to the history of relations between Jews and Muslims
around the world This is the first encyclopedic guide to the history of relations between Jews and
Muslims around the world from the birth of Islam to today. Richly illustrated and beautifully
produced, the book features more than 150 authoritative and accessible articles by an international
team of leading experts in history, politics, literature, anthropology, and philosophy. Organized
thematically and chronologically, this indispensable reference provides critical facts and balanced



context for greater historical understanding and a more informed dialogue between Jews and
Muslims. Part I covers the medieval period; Part II, the early modern period through the nineteenth
century, in the Ottoman Empire, Africa, Asia, and Europe; Part III, the twentieth century, including
the exile of Jews from the Muslim world, Jews and Muslims in Israel, and Jewish-Muslim politics; and
Part IV, intersections between Jewish and Muslim origins, philosophy, scholarship, art, ritual, and
beliefs. The main articles address major topics such as the Jews of Arabia at the origin of Islam;
special profiles cover important individuals and places; and excerpts from primary sources provide
contemporary views on historical events. Contributors include Mark R. Cohen, Alain Dieckhoff,
Michael Laskier, Vera Moreen, Gordon D. Newby, Marina Rustow, Daniel Schroeter, Kirsten
Schulze, Mark Tessler, John Tolan, Gilles Veinstein, and many more. Covers the history of relations
between Jews and Muslims around the world from the birth of Islam to today Written by an
international team of leading scholars Features in-depth articles on social, political, and cultural
history Includes profiles of important people (Eliyahu Capsali, Joseph Nasi, Mohammed V, Martin
Buber, Anwar Sadat and Menachem Begin, Edward Said, Messali Hadj, Mahmoud Darwish) and
places (Jerusalem, Alexandria, Baghdad) Presents passages from essential documents of each
historical period, such as the Cairo Geniza, Al-Sira, and Judeo-Persian illuminated manuscripts
Richly illustrated with more than 250 images, including maps and color photographs Includes
extensive cross-references, bibliographies, and an index
  masjid al aqsa history: History of Palestine (A methodological Study of a Critical Issue)
DR. Mohsen mohammed saleh,
  masjid al aqsa history: The History of Jerusalem Joshua Prawer, Haggai Ben-Shammai,
1996-11 Includes bibliographical references and index.
  masjid al aqsa history: The Archaeology of the Jerusalem Area W. Harold Mare,
2002-05-22 The importance of Jerusalem in biblical times as well as subsequent areas cannot be
challenged, rendering a reliable and understandable textbook on its archaeology and history a
virtual necessity. 'The Archaeology of the Jerusalem Area' is such a book. The approach of this
study,Ó writes the author, is basically chronological, covering the archaeological history of the
Jerusalem area from earliest times to our modern day. While the archaeological evidence is stressed,
care is taken to fill in the picture with historical details gathered from the Bible and other literary
sources.Ó After an historical overview of the city, chapters expand on the Jerusalem area in
pre-Davidic times, Davidic Jerusalem, Solomonic Jerusalem, the city during the kingdom of Judah,
after the exile, from 100 B.C. to A.D. 100, in the Roman period, in the Byzantine period, in the early
Islamic periods, and during the Crusader, Mamluk, and Turkish periods. Plentiful maps,
photographs, and sketches illustrate the archaeological data. Footnotes and a select bibliography
guide the student to additional information available on various aspects of the subject. Jerusalem has
always gained her strength and renown from the moral and religious precepts taught within her
walls.,Ó the author writes. This has been true from the times of the Old Testament prophets into the
time of Jesus... and on through the period of Islam.Ó So he addresses such questions as these: What
was the nature of the struggles waged over her by pagan, Jew, Christian, and Muslim? What
archaeological evidence is there of religious practices? What was the lifestyle of the people who
inhabited Jerusalem over the centuries?Ó
  masjid al aqsa history: A History of Palestine Gudrun Krämer, 2011-02-22 Krämer focuses on
patterns of interaction amongst Jews and Arabs (Muslim as well as Christian) in Palestine, an
interaction that deeply affected the economic, political, social, and cultural evolution of both
communities under Ottoman and British rule.
  masjid al aqsa history: Women and the Holy City Lihi Ben Shitrit, 2020-10-22 Jerusalem's
Temple Mount/al-Haram al-Sharif is the holiest place in the world for Jews, the third holiest place for
Muslims and a constant feature in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Yet the gendered dimensions of
inter-communal disputes over sacred space in Jerusalem, as well as in other holy places around the
world, have been largely neglected, as have women's roles in these site-specific conflicts. An implicit
association of women with peaceful politics and syncretic religious practices has obscured the fact



that women are often key actors in inter-communal contestation of holy places. This study looks to
three contemporary women's movements in and around Jerusalem's Sacred Esplanade: Women for
the Temple - a Jewish Orthodox movement for access to Temple Mount; The Murabitat - Muslim
women activists devoted to the protection of Al-Aqsa Mosque from Jewish claims; and Women of the
Wall - a Jewish feminist mobilization against restrictive gender regulations at the Western Wall. Lihi
Ben-Shitrit demonstrates how attention to gender and to women's engagement in conflict over
sacred places is essential for understanding what makes contested sacred sites increasingly
'indivisible' for parties in the inter-communal context.
  masjid al aqsa history: The Oxford Illustrated History of the Holy Land Robert G.
Hoyland, Hugh Godfrey Maturin Williamson, 2018 The story of the Holy Land, encompassing the
three millennia that saw the birth of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Each chapter is written by a
leading scholar and is highly illustrated with paintings, photographs, and ancient texts.
  masjid al aqsa history: A History of the Middle East Saul S. Friedman, 2014-01-10 As the
birthplace of three principal religions, the Middle East is holy to 15 million Jews, 2 billion Christians,
and 1 billion Muslims. As the cradle of western civilization, it is fundamental to world history, the
place where humans transformed themselves from nomadic hunters to settled farmers capable of
building great cities and societies. This detailed history covers the Middle East from its ancient
beginnings to the present. The confluence of events that produced civilized society is fully discussed,
along with the establishment of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. The emergence and decline of the
Byzantine and Ottoman empires, which laid much of the framework for the region to move into the
modern era, is covered in depth. Analysis of the area in recent decades focuses on World War I and
II and the regional conflicts that inflame the Middle East of the 21st century. Instructors considering
this book for use in a course may request an examination copy here.
  masjid al aqsa history: Jerusalem and Its Role in Islamic Solidarity Y. Reiter, 2008-05-26 The
book deals with the role of Jerusalem as a central religious-political symbol, and with the processes
by which symbols of faith and sanctity are being employed in a political struggle. It examines the
current Islamic ethos towards Jerusalem and the affinity between this religious ethos and the
political aspirations of the Palestinians and other Arab and Islamic groups. It also compares current
Jewish and Muslim narratives and processes of denial and de-legitimizing the affiliation of the other
to the holy city and its sacred shrines and addresses the question whether religious outlook forms a
major barrier for achieving peace in the Israeli-Arab arena.
  masjid al aqsa history: Muqarnas, Volume 16: An Annual on the Visual Culture of the
Islamic World Gülru Necipoğlu, 1999-08
  masjid al aqsa history: History of Islam in Indonesia Carool Kersten, 2017-01-17 Explores
the history of Islam in the largest Muslim nation state in the worldLocated on the eastern periphery
of the historical Muslim world, as a political entity Indonesia is barely a century old. Yet with close
to a quarter of a billion followers of Islam it is now the largest and most populous Muslim country in
the world. As the greatest political power in Southeast Asia, and a growing player on the world
scene, Indonesia presents itself as a bridge country between Asia, the wider Muslim world and the
West.In this survey Carool Kersten presents the Islamisation of Indonesia from the first evidence of
the acceptance of Islam by indigenous peoples in the late thirteenth century until the present day.
He provides comprehensive insight into the different roles played by Islam in Indonesia throughout
history, including the importance of Indian Ocean networks for connecting Indonesians with the
wider Islamic world, the religions role as a means of resistance and tool for nation building, and
postcolonial attempts to forge an aIndonesian Islam.Key FeaturesThe first comprehensive historical
survey of the Islamisation of Indonesia from the arrival of Islam in the 13th century until the
presentAn interdisciplinary study of the place and role of Islam in IndonesiaAn overview of the
religions growing significance in the formation of what is now the largest and most populous Muslim
country in the world
  masjid al aqsa history: Global Development of Religious Tourism Alaverdov, Emilia, Bari,
Muhammad Waseem, 2020-10-30 Modern religious tourism is a main segment of the tourism



business. The main goal of religious tourism is aimed at developing human spirituality, spiritual
healing, and culture, where a person receives the experience of cooperation, or involvement with the
place in which he resides, his people, culture, and religion. This type of tourism is able to play a
significant role in the overall goals of society and to promote the establishment of trusting
relationships between people of all cultures and religions. Global Development of Religious Tourism
is a crucial reference book that contains research on the current religious situation as well as the
tourism industry and provides insights on their joint development. It is not possible to study any
religious field without understanding the religion itself and its impact on any country’s political and
social system. Therefore, the work also examines the impact of religion and tourism on economic
and social developments across the world. Highlighting topics that include sanctuary cities, religious
tourism management, and religious tourism in regions that span Europe, Africa, the Middle East,
and more, this book is targeted to managers, executives, planners, and other professionals in the
tourism and hospitality industry; government officials; religious leaders; and researchers,
academicians, and students working in the fields of tourism management, business management,
information and communication sciences, administrative sciences and management, education, and
social and political sciences.
  masjid al aqsa history: The Blessed Land | Masjid Al Aqsa Compound , 2023-12-22 The
sacred land of Al-Quds (Jerusalem) holds a centuries-old history and profound significance for
followers of Abrahamic religions (Judaism, Christianity, Islam). This poster beautifully conveys its
importance as articulated in the Hadith (sayings of Prophet Muhammad, PBUH). Capturing the
vastness of Masjid Al Aqsa Compound, including the Dome of the Rock, Masjid al Qibli, and Musala
Murjan, among others. An elegant and historically rich decorative addition for your home,
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  masjid al aqsa history: A Social and Religious History of the Jews: High Middle Ages, 500-1200
Salo Wittmayer Baron, 1957-09 This book explores the puzzling phenomenon of new veiling
practices among lower middle class women in Cairo, Egypt. Although these women are part of a
modernizing middle class, they also voluntarily adopt a traditional symbol of female subordination.
How can this paradox be explained? An explanation emerges which reconceptualizes what appears
to be reactionary behavior as a new style of political struggle--as accommodating protest. These
women, most of them clerical workers in the large government bureaucracy, are ambivalent about
working outside the home, considering it a change which brings new burdens as well as some
important benefits. At the same time they realize that leaving home and family is creating an
intolerable situation of the erosion of their social status and the loss of their traditional identity. The
new veiling expresses women's protest against this. MacLeod argues that the symbolism of the new
veiling emerges from this tense subcultural dilemma, involving elements of both resistance and
acquiescence.
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